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ON THE EPIC CHARACTER OF 
THE PSALTER 

ALL persons who have used the Psalter must have felt 
that there is some strange mystery underlying the 
arrangement of the Psalms. Otherwise there is an extra* 
ordinary disregard of any principle. 

The chapters of the Koran are arranged according to 
their length irrespectively of their subject or their date 
of composition. Delitzsch gives certain catch-words as 
linking the Psalms together. Catch -words may at times 
coincide with a community of purpose or sentiment, but 
unless they point to something further they constitute 
but a very artificial rationale. 

The genera! confusedness of the sequence in the Psalter 
is emphasized rather than relieved by the evident 
connection which binds certain Psalms in moral union, 
although the chronological order may be altogether 
violated by such combination. 

It is indeed often difficult to arrange Psalms under 
various heads, because so many phases of feeling are 
developed in the course of a few verses. Modern hymns 
are generally confined to one idea. We want one hymn 
oT a sorrowful character for a day of penitence, and 
another hyinn for a joyful occasion. Hence it is often 
difficult to select a Psalm. Sometimes persons are 
tempted to take a few verses of a Psalm and leave out 
the rest. 

The cause of this difference is that hymns are written 
to suit a transitory occasion, or at least a special com- 
VOL, II. A : 
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2 EPIC CHARACTER OF PSALTER 

memoration. The Psalms are written to be the utter- 
ances of an Eternal Person whose sufferings must never 
be regarded as transitory nor Mis joy ever otherwise than 
triumphant and remunerative. He is not subjected as 
we are to vicissitudes of hope or fear. His sufferings are 
the sufferings incurred by a glorious struggle, and His 
Divine character shines out in the utmost intensity oi 
His human anguish. The Psalms do not set Christ 
before us as a sin-bewailer, but a sin-struggler. In all 
His suffering through sin His whole Being is on the 
side of God, whose glory He has to avenge upon Satan 
and the Serpent's seed around Him. He bears their 
iniquity in struggle against their tyrant, but in all His 
suffering He is redeeming them and vindicating Gods 
glory against the enemy. He never suffers as the object 
of God's wrath, but by the greatness of His humiliations 
He is ever manifesting the Divine endurance and merit- 
ing fresh manifestations of the Father's love. 

The consequence is that the Psalms, however they 
may suit us as the highest possible expression of human 
devotion towards God, are never exactly suited to our 
own personality. There are always expressions which 
imply a Divine hatred of sin, a Divine consciousness of 
inherent sanctity, a Divine satisfaction in the eternallove, 
which go beyond us. We feel that they are too strong 
for us. We can see that they express the truth. Yes ! 
They express the truth of a perfect Humanity struggling 
in perfect unity of Divine life, although left under the 
conditions of that slavery under which Satan holds 
mankind, and winning the victory not by external inter- 
ventions of God's goodwill, but in the security of 
inalienable approval, to be finally manifested in the 
jubilance of heavenly victory amidst the adoration of the 
heavenly host. 

The Psalms will thus be seen as setting before us not 
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only an ideal which in itself is beyond our reach. That 
might be a poetical basis of admiration, and yet it would 
be as discouraging by reason of our incompetency as it 
would be stimulating by the nobleness of its portraiture. 
The ideal set before us in the Psalter is, on the contrary, 
the portraiture of a representative Champion who calls 
us to share with Him in ail that He endures, because He 
strengthens us to follow His footsteps, and, by participa- 
tion of His Cross, to attain the sovereignty wherein He is 
glorified. 

We must always subordinate ourselves to the Great 
Mediator while we recite the Psalms. If we would 
profit by them truly, we must seek therein a sacramental 
union with the mind of Christ, self-communicative to the 
faithful in the use of His words by the virtue of that 
Holy Spirit by whose inspiration the writers were moved 
when they wrote them. 

We are not to consider the occasion upon which each 
Psalm was written, as if we might thereby come at its 
meaning. The fact is, we are more likely to be misled 
than to be helped by giving undue importance to the 
human occasion. The Psalms belong to the God-Man, 
and if they are considered merely as expressive of human 
feeling, they would not be suitable for the merely human 
agents. On many occasions indeed typical personages 
were called in the midst of their accidental surroundings 
to speak words belonging to Him whom they typified. 
The Holy Ghost " spake by the prophets," and we must 
include the Psalmists under this designation. The Spirit's 
influence drove them to a supernatural utterance of 
prophetic and typical import. His utterance by their lips 
was different from His sanctifying, regenerating utter- 
ance as He speaks by His people in the Christian 
dispensation, dwelling in them and calling them to 
voluntary utterance by His illuminating power The 



4 EPIC CHARACTER OF PSALTER 

prophets knew that "not for themselves, but for us they 
spake the things which were given them of God." How 
far they may have realized the meaning of their own 
words, we cannot tell. We cannot tell what effect these 
utterances may have had upon their own hearts, enabling 
them to encounter their difficulties in supernatural faith, 
We are not to think that God made use of their natural 
feelings of vindictiveness when He called them to 
utterances of Divine wrath. Indeed we know that the sin 
of David was an unwillingness to assert his own position 
against his favourite son, whom he in his inspiration was 
called to anathematize. In uttering the words of God 
whilst he speaks in the Person of the coming King, we may 
well conceive that he was lifted up out of the immediate 
sadness of his natural relationship to the strength which 
would be generated by a consciousness of sublimer issues. 
When he spoke not of himself but of Christ (Acts ii. 3) he 
undoubtedly felt an inspiration, an ecstasy, which enabled 
him to grasp his typical relationship, as the Holy Spirit 
dwelling inns would enable us, if we used His Presence 
aright, to grasp the sacramental relationship whereby we 
are called to live in Christ. God did not use the sinful 
tendencies of men to symbolize His Divine mysteries, 
but He used the surroundings of sinful men, the accidents 
of this sinful world, to typify the conditions under which 
the God-Man would have to act when He became 
Incarnate. Thus He doubtless trained His servants to 
rise above earth and live in the lofty region of a true 
faith. So the things which stirred their evil passions 
might well be used to make them dead to those sinful 
emotions, while they looked beyond them to the great 
realities of Divine glory, which were to be consummated 
in the future. The Psalmist looked forward to the great 
Conqueror. As the Divine King amidst a people that 
were blind to God, he was the type of the great 



SACRAMENTAL RELATIONSHIP 5 

Redeemer in whom the wrath of God against the serpent 
and the seed of the serpent was to be revealed. The 
Psalter begins with this acknowledgement. " Be ye angry 
and sin not." Divine wrath and human gentleness 
must be combined in the God-Man. This presents the 
law of the Psalter as the expression of the wrath of God 
against sin. Messiah was to " dash the ungodly in pieces 
like a potter's vessel." David had to exercise wrath not 
for the mere protective purposes of human society, but 
as the minister of God sent to gather out of this sinful 
world a peculiar people, and to exhibit " the wrath of the 
Lamb " against those who would not humble themselves 
amidst the antagonism of the proud to live in the meek- 
ness of Christ's humiliation and follow the banner of the 
Cross. 

So, then, we may look to find illustration nf the Psalms 
in those typical events which are specified at times, but 
it is only as typical events, not as natural incidents, that 
they have their importance. As far as there is any 
historical foundation capable of illustrating the Psalms, 
it must be used as formulating a type, not as awakening 
a sentiment. Chronological order is of no concern, and 
we are not helped by guessing at special occasions which 
might seem to be suitable. Occasions may illustrate a 
poem that is the offspring of earthly feeling, but they do 
not help us in the contemplation of Divine sayings. So 
it is that in the Psalms we riuist always recognize not 
the man but the God-Man. 

We must not look to the Prophet as a man, but as 
an inspired organ in the Divine economy, and we must 
not dnok to our own natural necessities, but to our 
sacramental relationship to the Body of Christ, which of 
old time was typified in the prophets. Thus we shall 
find the Psalter raising us to the true consciousness of 
the life of faith. 
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The Psalmist is indeed an ideal Personage, but not, 
as many would conceive of him, a mere creature of 
national sentiment He is a Person of infinitely greater 
reality than any whose names live upon the scroll of 
history or the dreams of imagination. He is the Eternal 
Son of God, the predestined Son of Man, the Conqueror 
of Satan, the Second Adam, the Father of the world to 
come. 

We, as His children, have to grow to His likeness by 
the discipline of His human mind in the power of the 
Eternal Spirit. This is what we have to learn in saying 
the Psalter. 

In the Psalter, when thus regarded as a Divine 
collection of sacred songs belonging to the promised 
Messiah, we shall perceive a vitality which lifts the 
volume up beyond the level of any human literature. 
We have not thoughts which might conceivably have 
filled the mind of Christ under various circumstances, but 
we have formularies of devotion Divinely appointed for 
Christ to use when He should come into the world. He 
used them both in public and in private. They supplied 
not only the words of His devotion, but the law which 
would regulate His conduct amidst the accidental features, 
foreknown of God, which would mark out His life. No 
worshipper in the Temple choirs, however accurately 
trained in Jewish lore, knew the meaning of what was 
being sung as He knew it who was standing in their 
midst He joined in their recitation as containing the 
will of the Father " written in the scroll " which He had 
to accomplish both in heart and deed. In solitude He 
used them, for He knew Himself embodying in very 
truth the words which Satan quoted fragmentarily in 
falsehood, and in the end He speaks three times upon 
the Cross with words having express reference to the 
predictions of the Psalter. 
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We could wish that we might have stood beside Him 
in the hours of Temple Psalmody. We must remember / 
that He now speaks within us more powerfully by the ■ 
illuminating ecstasy of His Holy Spirit, while we use ': 
the Psalter, whether tn private devotion or in public 
ministries of reiterated chaunt. 

We must be careful that we give to the Psalter and its 
recitation all that outward and inward homage which is 
due. So shall our minds "grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" 
(2 Peter iii. 18). 

One difficulty of the present day which arises from 
our losing sight of the Eternal Personality of Christ and 
treating His humiliation and His glory merely as 
successive periods of life, is that we thus lose the Divine 
character which gives life to both. 

The Redeemer took our sins upon Him, and the 

Father " laid upon Him the iniquity of us all," but we 

are too apt to think of Him as if He were "stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted " (Isa. 53). This expression 

would intimate a time when He was the object of Divine 

Justice, requiring from Him a penalty before Ilia humanity 

could be accepted in freedom from the guilt derived from 

Xdam. There is nothing in the Psalter to make us 

regard the sufferings of Christ as a penalty inflicted 

cr required by the Father. The Psalter throughout 

prtrays the Christ as the Chosen Representative of the 

Father, the Holy One of God, the object of the Father's 

dilight in the deepest sorrows of His lonely struggle. 

Tie Psalter represents Him throughout as sent by the 

Fither into a rebellious world which He has to conquer. 

H; comes as the minister of God's wrath to bruise the 

had of Satan, and the sufferings which Pie has to bear 

are those of which God spoke at the gate of Paradise, 

th< enmity between the serpent and the woman, i.e. 
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the assumed Humanity, the enmity between the serpent's 
seed, i.e., all mankind naturally born from Adam, and the 
Seed of the woman, which is the supernatural Redeemer 
who must conquer the serpent, — -Messiah, the Virgin- 
born. This enmity His Body still must bear. 

The whole Psalter, although lyrical in its form as 
consisting of separate odes, may be regarded as one 
continuous epic. It sets forth the mysterious struggle 
which was predicted from the outset, when Messiah comes 
into the world, to the triumph when all the hosts of 
Heaven gather round the eternal throne to praise the 
exalted Son of Man. The solitary Struggler is exhibited, 
denouncing God's wrath against sin, and enduring all the 
opposition which Satanic power could incite mankind 
to practise against Him. He bears it all unmoved by 
any human weakness, although unrelieved by any Divine 
interposition. He triumphs in the integrity of Divine 
love, abiding in the unbroken consciousness of a hidden 
life with God, looking forward to accomplish the work 
which He came to do, even the redemption of mankind, 
that so, when all is finished, He may go hence to bruise 
Satan's head in the realm of spiritual darkness. He is 
the loved One of God, and lie triumphs in the steadfast- 
ness of His own love to God, ever sustained by the 
presence of the Anointing Spirit until He can say, " It i> 
finished." Then He is glorified by the power of tre 
Eternal Father, going hence with a redeemed Humanity 
to crush the powers of evil, and to set free the prisoners *f 
hope and to prepare a place at God's Right Hand whee 
His saints, born into a new life in the heavenly Jerusalen, 
shall reign with Him in glory. This redemptive triumjh 
is an object of interest to the whole universe, and til 
take part in the praises of the Conqueror. 

Evil was thus subdued. Humanity which had btsn 
enslaved to Satan was redeemed. 
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We must observe that it is Humanity, as an undivided 
entity, which is redeemed, not individuals as separate 
captives, but the human race, which by Adam's sin 
was enslaved to Satan. In order to effect this re- 
demption it was necessary that Messiah should enter 
into the condition of Satan's slave. He took upon 
Himself the form of a slave. If He had not done so, 
the victory over Satan would not have been the act 
of man, and therefore the glory of God would not 
have been vindicated. Man was created to conquer 
Satan and reign over God's creation. Satan conquered 
Adam, but the purpose of God remained. The Second 
Adam was not an external Deliverer. He came to 
assert in human nature the eternal claims of God against 
the tyrant by whom Adam had been slain. 

In the rest of manhood not only was the nature 
enslaved, but the will was enfeebled by death, for Adam 
had lost the life-giving Presence of the Holy Ghost. 
The Son of God came into human nature by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and therefore, although He had the 
form of a slave, He was still the living Son of the 
Eternal Father, so that by the power of the Holy Ghost 
He was able to resist the tyranny of Satan and endure 
the sufferings of a condition enslaved beneath his 
violence. "He hath set His love upon Me: therefore 
will I deliver Him." It is this unswerving filial Love 
which the Psalter sets forth. It is this Love that we 
who recite the Psalter are called, by the sanctifkation 
of the Spirit of Christ, ourselves to share. 

We miss, therefore, the whole value of the Psalter if 
we regard the sufferings which are there portrayed, as 
being anything else than " the witness unto the truth," 
the endurance of that violence by which Satan, the 
serpent, and his seed, strove to hold Messiah in bondage. 
Therefore the Psalter, while it sets before us Christ 
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in His Divine nature, sets before us also the humanity 
of Christ as being the object of redemption. 

Humanity is a complete unit. All mankind are 
partakers of one common nature derived from Adam. 
% This nature Christ bore. This nature, redeemed in 
CHnsT by His own Divine power as the Incarnate 
Representative of the Triune God, becomes by this 
redemption a principle of regenerative sanctity. Christ 
does not redeem us as separate captives to whom He 
comes as a stranger, but He redeems us in Himself, 
making us partakers of His Divine nature as members 
of His glorified Humanity, The will of man received 
a mortal wound by Adam's sin, so that the slave of 
Satan could not escape. The will of man is strong 
with the freedom of Divine Life in Christ, so that " if 
the Son of God makes us free, then are we free indeed." 
The deliverance from Satan's external slavery would 
have been of no avail, if Christ had not delivered us 
from the deadly feebleness of will by which we are 
ready to yield to Satan's bondage. 

_The purpose, therefore, of the Incarnation, as set before 
us in the Psalter, is the vindication of God's glory, for 
Christ endured what the first prophecy had described as 
the" bruising of the Redeemer's heel. Thus would He 
show Himself as the Champion of God against the rebel. 
^Thus would "the Son of Man be glorified, and God 
would be glorified in Him" (John xiii. 31). 

We must glorify God in like manner as Christ's 
members, and we must recite the Psalter so as to realize 
all the afflictions of this present life as coming to us 
from Satan in order to test our acceptance of the 
freedom of this Divine Sonship. 

We are too apt to regard them as tokens of God's 

1 anger. Against this the Psalmist constantly pleads. 

y We ought to regard them as opportunities for realizing 
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our Divine sonship and glorifying our Father by walk- / 
ing in the freedom wherewith Christ makes His members f 
free. Thus must we triumph over the world, the flesh, I 
and the devil. 

The glory of God was the purpose for which Christ 
suFfered. The deliverance of the faithful was Jhe 
subordinate result, but it was not the primary purpose, 
We are too apt to consider primarily the advantage 
which accrues to ourselves from the Passion, and to 
forget the aspect of the Divine glory as the higher 
Creation beholds the Incarnation. All Heaven was, 
so to speak, paralyzed by the failure of man to attain 
the predestined throne. The throne of Heaven 
remained vacant until the Incarnate Son had crushed 
the enemy. The Psalter exhibits the progress of this 
great struggle. 

We may notice Ps. 2., the institution of Messiah ; 
Ps. 8., the predestination of man; Ps. 15., the moral 
requirements; Ps. 18., the angel host participating 
with interest in the Incarnation of the Conqueror; 
Ps. 22., the struggle ; Ps. 24., the proclamation of the 
Conqueror's sovereignty and His right to ascend; Ps, 
28., the struggle concluded ; Ps. 29., the celestial 
acknowledgement of the Word of God ; Ps. 30., the new 
Creation ; Ps. 31., the triumphant commendation of His 
soul about to descend ; Ps. 40., the acceptable Sacrifice ; 
Ps. 43., the approach to the Divine altar; Ps. 50., the 
Sacrifice of Jubilee; Ps. 51., the Son of God taking the 
likeness of sinful fle*sh and building up Jerusalem; 
Ps. 60., the banner of the Cross ; Ps. 72, the established 
Kingdom ; Ps. 80., the Restorer of Israel ; Ps. 99, the 
Triune God; Ps. no., the High Priest at God's Right 
Hand; Ps. 135., J ah triumphant in Heaven; Ps. 144., man 
perfected according to his predestination ; Pss. 146.-150., 
the Halle! uyahs of the triumph of the God- Man, 
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We dwell too much in our ordinary devotion upon 
the Passion as a Divine tragedy. Holy Scripture calls 
us to regard the Cross as the centre of glorious power. 
We commonly look to its outward aspects as seen by 
man. The Psalter calls us to stand afar off, not in the 
fearfulness'of human following, but in the adoring con- 
templation of the heavenly host, who recognize in that 
form of human weakness the invincible majesty of the 
Son of God. 

The early Christians l ooked to Jesus at the Right 
Hand of God, and in the strength of that contemplation 
\ they took up their cross and were ready to die for Him. 

We look too much to His sufferings upon ^the Cross, 
_ as if their purpose was to save us from suffering and not 
to strengthen us to suffer in the fellowship of the same 
spirit. Hence the weakness of modern Christianity. 
Hence the unintelligent neglect of the Psalter. Hence 
the preference for hymns of human gratitude as to an 
earthly friend. Hence our contented ness with this 
world of our slavery, if only it can be made comfortable, 
and our heedlessness of any true home in Heaven as our 
unseen source of strength in the combat with Satan 
and the one absorbing object of our desires when the 
warfare shall be accomplished. 

All the Psalter, therefore, has to be vivified and 
accepted as a practical law of life by recognizing therein 
the personality of Messiah, the God-Man. 

The Psalter is a Perrtateuch, and although we cannot 
recognize the five books of Moses as corresponding 
individually with the five books of David, we may 
regard them as being severally the Pentateuch of the 
letter and the Pentateuch of the Spirit, the Pentateuch 
of bondage setting forth the Divine requirements which 
man in his enslaved estate could not fulfil, and the 
Pentateuch of redemption setting forth the glorious 
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struggle of Him who subjected Himself to death, "that 
by death He might destroy him that had the power 
of death, even the devil, and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 

Man in his enslaved condition could not serve God 
with that perfection of love which God requires. Con- 
sequently various sacrifices were enjoined which should 
symbolize the love wherewith One, as yet unborn, should 
glorify God and redeem mankind from the curse of the 
law. In the Psalms we welcome the Redeemer whose 
" delight is in the law of the Lord." [Book I )sets forth 
the more human aspect and the detail's "of "the struggle, 
Christ the Incarnate Redeemer. ijBook I i) celebrates the 
power by which this Redemption was possible, the Divine 
Sonship of Christ our Head. Books III" and IV, 1 refer 
to our union with Him, the Divine Sonship, or Christ in 
us, and our life hid with Christ in God. 'Book v') 
gathers us round the mediatorial throne of oVr Great 
High Priest to join with all the unseen hosts of the 
blessed in songs of heavenly Eucharist. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures numbers have a special 
significance, and we find that 0^k~!Lhas_ forty-one 
psabns,. which imply the perfected probation, so "that 
™ Fs. 40. Christ presents Himself as the accepted 
^acnfice.f Book II, v has thirty-one Psalms, and that is 
the number of Godhead for El in Hebrew=3i. , Books 
(III. and IV jhave each of them seventeen Psalms, 
and they speak of our life with Christ in accordance 
with the meaning of the number Seventeen, which is 
expressive of God's covenant people, /jnjipokj/t there 
are forty- four songs of the Redeemed, and the number 
indicates the same intention. 

The number Fift een.. comes very markedly before us 
in the Psalter. At once we see that it contains ten 
Qumdecads,_one hundred_and fifty Psalms. It will 
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be found that the closing Psalm of each Quindecad is 
a Psalm of prominent importance. 

Fi fteen is the number symbolical of Christ, theJ5eyen 
ofthe Divine Unction and the Eight of the regenerate 
Humanity. 

There are several groups of Psalms, 

Seven Penitential Psalms. 

Seven Royal Psalms. 

The Alphabetical Psalms are fifteen in number or else 
eight, according as you count Ps. 1 19. as one Psalm or as 
eight Alphabets. 

The Alphabetical Psalms seem to be intended to call 
attention to the restoration of order as set forth in a 
Psalm immediately preceding. 

Fifteen Gradual Psalms. 

Fifteen Halleluyah Psalms. 

Fifteen Psalms of David in Book V. 

ItJs_pTain_that this numerical coincidence cannot be 
a matter of chance. 

Besides this, if we analyze the whole Psalter, it will 
be seen that there are intimations in the titles as well 
as harmonies of signification which lead us to break up 
the Psalter into groups of fifteen, nine, eight, seven, and 
three. They are evident to the eye in the prefixed 
Tabular Synopsis. 

A hundred Psalms have authors' names prefixed to 
them. Fifty are anonymous. This does not look like 
an accident. 

Yet again seventy-three are assigned to David, which 
leaves seventy-seven. Such a division of a hundred and 
fifty is not what would have been thought of naturally, 
but it is a division which gives two numbers of sym- 
bolical importance. 

Then there is the division into Jehovistic and Elohistic 
Psalms, The nameijebovab (Lord lis used when speak- 



JEHOVAH AND ELOHIM 15 

,L n g.°f.P od - »n. His covenanted relationship to His people. 
\ Elohim (God) | is used of God as the Creator ' and 
Sovere ign ofthe universe. 

These are distributed as follows : — 



Book. 


Jehovistic. 


Elojiestic- 


I. 


41 




II. 


... 


31 


III. 


5 


12 


IV. 


17 




v. 


44 





107 



43 



\BookJjsets before us the promised Redeemer coming 
into the world on the Divine embassy, encountering foes 
both human and hellish, and at length presenting Him- 
self with full confidence before God as having attained 
by His obedient self-oblation an acceptance beyond 
what any Jewish sacrifices could win. 

In the opening Psalms of (ifook ~ I p] Messiah appears 
as symbolized by David, a fugitive upon the other side 
of Jordan. He has come into this world, and the river 
of Death is between His humanity and the heavenly 
glory which is His own. But He looks to ascend God's 
Holy Hill. He is the Son of God, the Second Adam, 
having the daughter of Tyre for His Bride. He has 
two natures, one maternal, derived from Adam's sinful 
race ; the other, the Divine Wisdom, whereby He will 
" build up the walls of Jerusalem." He meets the genera- 
tion of vipers in Ps. 59., and the universal sovereignty 
of God is manifested in His deliverance and in the 
preservation of the rebellious nation, scattered by way 
of judgement throughout the world, but not consumed, 
waiting thus until they come, in the end, to recognize 
Messiah, the God of Israel, ruling in Jacob and unto 
the ends of the world. Ps. 60. sums up Messiah's 
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triumph. Ps. 72. celebrates His Kingdom wherein He 
reigns by Divine power. 

\Book^l7j is naturally Jehovistic, as dealing with 
Messiah in His Judsean ministry, tjjppk XLMs Elohistic, 
as treating of God's world-wide rule and the Kingdom 
of Christ in the Catholic covenant. 

(Book IH.[— Christ in us. The Asaphic Psalms 
cherish the memory of the Exodus and of Rachel's 
offspring. Joseph represents the Divine manifestation 
as David does the Divine election. The first portion 
of this book is Elohistic. After Ps. 84. the name 
Jehovah is almost exclusively used. 

The last three books begin with the declaration of 
God's mercy and triumphant power in this evil world. 
They pass on to the manifestation of the covenant- 
God in whose Incarnation "mercy and truth meet to- 
gether." The covenant made with Israel of old is 
established. Jehovah is seen as the God whom 
other nations worshipped but knew Him not. He is 
the Great King in the Royal Psalms. He is the 
God whom all the powers of Heaven must praise for 
evermore. 

In another place it will be shown that not only are 
there these numerical arrangements which indicate a 
special care in the formation of the Psalter, but also 
each individual Psalm occupies that particular position 
which is suitable for its subject, according to the laws of 
numerical symbolism. 

In all these complicated details we must recognize 
a Divine inspiration. Human ingenuity would not 
have availed to accomplish such results. They cannot 
be set down as fanciful, for even if some of them fail 
of pleasing our notions, yet others are so manifest that 
we must accept them. Also, we have to bear in mind 
that technicalities such as these belong to Oriental 
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literature, however little they may be congenial to our 

own literary instincts. 

We must surely admit that a volume of odes possess- 
fag s . u . cll _. , r 5 ierl y arrangement was not the product of- 
chance. Composed at various intervals, without any 
joint purpose, by Moses, David, Solomon, the companies 
of Korahites and Asaphites, and perhaps by other 
authors late down in the history of Israel, they could 
not have produced such an harmonious whole, filling up 
with varied details the portraiture of the world's Redeemer, 
if there had not been a Divine inspiration guiding both 
the authors and the editors of the Sacred Minstrelsy. 

Let us be careful to recognize that they have been 
Divinely provided for our use in Divine worship, and 
let us be careful, in reciting the words of Christ, to keep 
His image so steadfastly before our eyes, that our hearts 
and lives may be transformed by the illumination of 
His love. 

When we find the mystical law of numbers so 
operative in formulating the Psalter, we may be the 
more inclined to recognize the same law in given words 
and phrases. It is easy to deride such consideration 
as being merely Cabalistic. The Cabala would not 
have existed unless there had been some basis for it. 
The fault of the Cabalists was in their fancifulness. 
Arguments drawn from such numerical notions must 
not be used in proof of any doctrine, but they may be 
of great value to the faithful as illustrating and con- 
firming Divine truth, because, where there is a sufficient 
amount of evidence on which to ground an argument, 
it is a form of reasoning which could not be of human 
origin. One writer could not thus conform the letters 
of his composition to a numerical requirement. Much 
less could writers of various ages agree together to 
produce such a result. 

VOL. IL B 
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The question cannot here be considered in any 
detail, but it may not be amiss to mention in an 
Appendix some occurrences of the juimber J88 jn the 
Psalter, that being the great number of Christ jys opposed 
to 666, which is the great number of the Beast of 
worldly power, a number of very rare occurrence in 
Holy Scripture and always connoting some form of evil. 
L<i,\i , tJf Perhaps it ought, for the sake of English readers, to 
- be stated that every letter in the Hebrew and in the 

/ ' Greek alphabets has a numerical value, and that from 
very early times it has been customary to count up the 
value of the letters in some word or phrase so as to 
identify it with a particular theological importance. 
_ ThejGreek name of Jesus = 888, It is interesting to 
find it anticipated in so many places in the Old Testa- 
ment. Dr Mahan's " Treatise on Mystical Numbers " 
{vide Mahan's Works, Vol. II.) goes at great length 
into this matter, as explained in various parts of Holy 
Scripture, but the application of this principle to the 
Psalter does not appear to have attracted his special 
attention, so that it is only a few of the instances here 
given which have been noticed by him. What is re- 
r narkable i s, not that words should occur in which the 
number 888 is found, but that whenever the number is 
found, it always (in the cases discovered) has some 
special reference to Jesus Christ, His promises, His 
Person, His power. A number oTlnsTances will be 
inserted in an Appendix to this volume, and no known 
occurrence of this number has been set aside as being 
unsuitable. 

The number Fifteen is especially symbolical of Christ. 
We seem to see an indication of that numerical sym- 
bolism in the fact that Elohim occurs fifteen times in 
Book I. of the Psalter, and Jehovah occurs thirty times 
(2x15) in Book II., and forty-five times in Book III. 
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Delitzsch gives forty-four, but he does not count the 
Doxology, 

The word Son occurs fifteen times (including Ps 

2. 12). to 

jAH.jvhich is the most concentrated name of Messiah 
m theTsalter, has Fifteen for its numerical value. In 
order to avoid blasphemy in the careless use of this 
Divine name, the Jews used to express fifteen not by 
10+S but by 9+6. 

When we read that our Lord explained the Psalms as 
having reference to Himself, two things must strike us. 
One of them is that upon these occasions He surely did 
not mean to throw out literary hints having a poetic 
beauty as illustrative of His life, but that He was 
defimtely disclosing the mysterious intention of Gocl 
who had entrusted to the chosen people those oracles 
which He was now personally explaining according to 
their highest, truest, and absolute meaning. The second 
is that He evidently expounded a much larger portion 
of Holy Scripture than is covered by those notes of 
His teaching which the New Testament contains. One 
thing more: He plainly was not now for the first time 
teaching them the mystical value of Holy Scripture 
They were accustomed to see constant reference to 
Messiah in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms. 
Our Lord had only to teach them how that Messianic 
meaning was fulfilled in Himself. He would give them 
instances. He would give them rules. Doubtless it 
was from those oral instructions that the Church learnt 
how to interpret Scripture mystically as the early 
Fathers did. " * f 

The Jewish conceptions of the meaning of their 
Temple and its ritual must have been very erroneous 
Alas ! so it is even with us in the Christian Church 
How sadly at fault we are in our conception of Divine 
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mysteries, even when we have repeated words > of Divine 
truth with dogmatic accuracy. Our words contain 

TutttTtmtber that those whom our Lord 
instated had read their Hebrew Bibles wi* a much 
deeper insight and a much clearer perception than we 
caThave. The old Jewish teachers saw Messiah « y£ 
parts of the Old Testament, and nounshed the r hope 
^tcoming Redeemer by many |— *b*- 
the Present day we can scarcely be persuaded to receive 
t 7E*J signification. Many Psalms must have 
spoken to them of Christ in accordance with popular 
explanation which we, through unfamn.anty w.th Jew sh 
methods, fail to apply to Him. Our Lord was not m- 
troducing a new theory of inspiration or exegesis. He 
22 ™d therefore sanctioning, illustrating, and 
Tfor ng S although in many details He was also cor- 
recting, L mystical law of interpretation practised by 
iKe scribes of His own day. 

—We may wonder that we have not more direct record 
of our Lord's teaching upon this subject St John 
canno have failed to tell the faithful at Ephesus some 
of those things which our Lord said to himself and to 
St Andrew during the first day which they spen with 
Him, The teachings of the Great Forty Days must have 
been communicated to many. 

As we read the Old Testament, we cannot but long to 
know how our Lord explained various passages. Why 

are we not told more? 

The reason is plain. Facts as facts are of no value 
to our spiritual life. If we knew all the incidents of 
ouTXord's life which Judas could have supplied , W e 
should have been in no way benefited, if we had the 
heart of Judas all the while. What God requires is 
that we should meditate upon the principles which 
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underlie the facts. The sacred writers were guided to 
call our special attention to some few instances that 
we might learn to carry out the same principles whilst 
meditating upon other parts. It is not enough to know 
the Old Testament merely as a puzzle or a cipher. 
Our eyes must be opened to gaze with loving experience 
upon the Divine mysteries which shine through the 
narrative, and this can only be accomplished by devout 
meditation under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. 

The Jewish people did not accept Jesus Christ, 
because He did not fulfil their carnal and debased 
interpretations of Old Testament prophecy. We are 
similarly in danger of rejecting the Old Testament 
because we stop short at certain earthly fulfilments, 
instead of looking up to recognize God's will. People 
think to gather their teaching entirely from the New 
Testament, as if the Old were now of no use to us. It 
is ajrrieyous error. The prophetic Scriptures contain 
the roots of the Christian faith, and unless we recognize 
the developments of God's promise as initiated at the 
gate of Paradise, we shall not be able to give a proper 
welcome of grateful homage to the Word of God 
Incarnate at Nazareth. God was training the chosen 
people by various interpositions during the interval, 
and our minds must be trained to the spiritual apprecia- 
tion of the Divine accomplishment by the study of the 
hints provided in type and mystery during those ages. 
We must recognize God as speaking all along. We 
must receive the words of Holy Scripture as being, not 
the mere words of man, but in very truth the Word of 
God. So, and so only, can we attain to see the figure 
of the Incarnate Son fulfilling the intention of the 
ancient covenant. We must feel the outline which is 
given to us by Law-giver, Prophet, and Psalmist as being 
truly Divine, and then we shall behold the Divine glory 
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of Him who fills that shadow with the living substance 
of the covenant of grace. 

The early Church was aware of this, and, consequently, 
the Divine mysteries were never celebrated without 
lengthened readings from the Law and the Prophets 
when the Christians met together on the first day of 
the week. How different is the modern practice of 
Western Christendom. We profess to lay much stress 
upon attendance at Divine mysteries, but it is to be 
feared we have little sense of what mystery means. 
We do not join in Divine mysteries by exaggerated 
efforts of the mind to confess contradictions. Our 
hearts must be absorbed in the Divine mystery so that 
we may be lifted out of the merely intellectual and 
Jmite apprehension of a spiritual and infinite reality. 
The Church enjoins upon us the constant recitation 
of the Psalter, and unless we are taking part in this, 
our attendance at other ordinances will be very formal 
and heartless. The more we practise ourselves in the 
affectionate use of the Psalter the more shall we grow 
in true communion with God. This is the school in 
which all saints have been trained. Thus may we hope 
to advance through the reverent raptures of earthly 
contemplation to the glorious vision of the heavenly 
Sanctuary, 



BOOK I 

Psalms 7.-41. 

THE INCARNATE REDEEMER 

THE DOUBLE PREFACE 

Psalms 1.-2. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

THE SON OF MAN 

Ps. i. — The Redemption of the world, the conquest of 
Satan, was to be accomplished by man. This prefatory 
Psalm therefore tells us of the trite happiness of man, 
that for which he was created, that which he naturally 
seeks. In the great Psalm of Sacrifice he says, " Ears 
hast Thou dug for me." His true self-oblation in Sacri- 
fice was not to be in any act contrary to nature, but by 
living true to the nature in which God had created him. 
By the gift of hearing, it was manifest that his nature 
was formed for obedience. In obeying God's law, there- 
fore, he was to find his happiness. Man was to be 
supreme over creation by being obedient to God 
(1 Cor. xv. 28). 

That obedience was not to be mechanical but volun- 
tary. It was tu be an obedience in the midst of tempta- 
tion. The counsel of the wicked would tempt his 
reason. His obedience must be humble, so as to avoid 
the deceitfuiness of false reasoning. Social considera- 
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tions would tempt him by example and fellowship. His 
obedience must be watchful and single-hearted, separate 
from the world. Sloth would tempt him to acquiesce 
in the avoidance of hardness. He must not therefore 
sit in the seat of the scornful. His obedience must be 
diligent. He must ever be doing his Father's will. His 
obedience must be a loving obedience, for the voice of 
God speaks in the heart to those who have ears to hear. 
The law of the mind is God's voice speaking within, and 
it must always be at one with the voice of God in 
external revelation. His obedience must be an active 
obedience — listening, cherishing, co-operating. So he 
will exercise himself in the law of God day and night. 

He did not spring out of the ground as the brute 
animals. He is a supernatural being, placed upon the 
earth, "transplanted." As he is in the Image of God, 
his home is in the Bosom of God. He is planted by the 
waterside, for God will make the stream of His grace to 
supply him with necessary nourishment. That stream 
will not dry up. So will he "bring forth much fruit, 
and his fruit shall remain." Death has no power over 
him. His leaf cannot wither, for he lives with the Life 
of God, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper by the 
Divine Word which moved him to the work. 

Such is man's true existence by nature. Now that sin 
has entered into the world, and death by sin, righteous- 
ness and hope are to be restored by Htm who will live 
true to this original constitution of nature, abiding in the 
fellowship of God. 

Such is the Righteousness of Christ, in Himself and in 
His saints. The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, 
for it is a living way, living in fellowship with God by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. God knows that which 
lives by His inspiration, and therefore it must live 
for ever. What does not originate in the Divine activity 
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perishes, for it is a thing of death. God sees it afar off. 
He does not know it, for it is external to His Love. 

The work of the Redeemer, therefore, is to gather a 
peculiar people as the Lord s treasure, a race living true 
to the ideal of man's original creation, created anew unto 
good works, and doing that which is pleasing in His sight. 

Ps. 2.— No man can redeem his brother by human 
power. The Redemption, therefore, although accom- 
plished according to the truth of man's nature, must be 
accomplished in the power of a higher life. The Re- 
deemer must be the Son of God. 

The multitude of mankind are enslaved to vanity by 
the power of Satan, who robbed our first parents of the 
substantive reality of God, Mankind, therefore, are ever 
striving after vanity. They seek to gratify their own 
independence, not knowing their nothingness. They do 
not seek after God, for they know not that their true 
substantive joy is to be found only in union with Him. 
.They resent the idea of subjection, not understanding 
that the true power of the creature is only to be found 
in subjection to the Creator. 

They consequently reject the Redeemer. They "neither 
know Him nor His Father." The Redeemer comes to 
make them free by bringing them into subjection to 
God. He is the true Man, because He is the Son of 
God, having the life of God. He is the Messiah, 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power. 

As they will not accept the Son when He comes into 
His own inheritance, they must be " miserably destroyed." 
God has set His Incarnate Son as King, reigning in His 
Name, upon His holy Hill of Zion. There He will show 
Himself as the Divinely appointed Redeemer. "Out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem " (Isa. ii. 3). 

The purpose of our Lord's ministry was, therefore, to 
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show Himself forth as the Son of God, not by external, 

accidental surroundings or adjuncts, which did not change 
man's nature, such as the glory of Moses' countenance, 
but by inward conformity to the will of Him who sent 
Him, and miracles of beneficence testifying to the Divine 
Life which was the Personal, vital principle of His restored 
Humanity. He came avowing Himself as the Son of 
God, to whom all must come that they " might have life " 
(John v, 40), His kingdom would not fail, even though 
those to whom He came rejected Him. As the Son of 
God, He did not belong to any one Nation, but all the 
nations of the world belonged to Him. His Father 
would therefore give Him a world-wide sovereignty, 

His Humanity was taken from the Virgin substance 
of His mother by the power of the Holy Ghost, and not 
by any act of parental co-operation. The Virgin was 
passive under the power of God. The Birth was a 
Divine mystery. 

He was therefore identified with the substance of all. 
humanity as a unit. He did not belong to this or 
that nation, but equally to all mankind. So He says, 
Whosoever will do the will of My Father which is in 
Heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother 
(Matt, xii. 50). Relationship to the Son of the Eternal 
is founded not upon the accident of human person- 
ality, but upon the Divine communication of grace. 

The ungodly shall not stand in the judgement. Messiah, 
as the Son of Man, will have all judgement committed 
unto Him. The multitudes of the world are but clay. 
He shall bruise them with a rod of iron. His saints, 
partakers of His sovereignty, shall be the executors of 
His vengeance, to bind the rebellious kings in chains and 
the nobles with links of iron (Ps. 149. 8). 

Men must therefore come while it is time to the wisdom 
of faith. This spiritual discernment recognizes Divine 
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reality under human form. "Blessed is he that thus 
wisely discerns the Son of God under the form of weak- 
ness" (Ps. 41. 1). The Blessing with which Book I. 
closes is equivalent to the admonition given in this 
prefatory Psalm. 

Constantly we have to choose between Christ's weak- 
ness and the power of the world. Blessed are " all they 
that put their trust in Him." " The weakness of God is 
stronger than men" (1 Cor. i. 25). 

PSALM 1. 

UNION WITH CHRIST AS THE HEAD OF THE BODY 
THE CHURCH 

Enter into the joy of Jesus, as thou singest this Psalm. That 
joy is the key-note of all the Psalms, ihe joy of fulfilling God's law. 
The Spirit of God which gives the law, gladdens us in meditating 
thereon. That joy lifts up the soul from the sorrows of this sinful 
world, joy unspeakable, only to be found in God, and never failing 
to fill the heart wherein the law of God is written by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Jesus came to manifest God's love to man by delivering us from 
Satan, whose bondage held us down so that we could not fulfil 
God's law. Jesus came to show forth in man that perfect love of 
God whereby creation is lifted up out of its own nothingness so as 
to be worthy of the Creator. The happiness of man is a living 
happiness by reason of personal fellowship with the Creator, whose 
law is its life. 

Those who have not this living power of love have nothing 
whereon to rest. The mighty wind of Divine judgement must 
drive them away. They were outwardly associated with the 
faithful, but now they are separated forever. 

O Jesus, let Thy life-giving law be my strength, that in every 
season of life I may be fruitful unto all holiness. As Thou earnest 
in the fulness of Divine Love to be a perfect Sacrifice, grant me, by 
Thy Spirit, to know the joy of sacrifice in the obedience of heavenly 
love. As Thou hast experienced the bitterness of my bondage in 
resistance to Satan's tyranny, so grant me to live in the joyousness 
of Thy freedom, doing always the Father's will. 
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O the absorbing obedience of love ! Thus must we be united 
to Christ if we would rightly sing the Psalter. God's will our joy 
on earth ! Himself our joy in Heaven ! 

THE SON OF MAN. 



The Happiness of the Righteous 

t Happy the man, by wicked craft ne'er led, 
Not standing in the way where sinners tread, 
Nor sitting where the scoffers' couch is spread : 

2 But in the Lord's pure law is his delight : 
He meditates that law both day and night. 

3 A tree well planted where full channels cheer, 
Constant in fruit as each due month draws near, 
And graced with leaf that fails not, year by year, — 
Thus prosperous in all works shall he appear t 

Christ, the one 7'rwe Man, His life in God communicated in the covenant of grace. 



The Doom of the Ungodly 

4 Not so, the loose, the wicked ones ! Not so ! 
For these are as the chaff when whirlwinds blow ! 

5 When judged, the wicked shall not rise to boast, 
Nor sinners 'midst th' assembled righteous host : 

6 For well the Lord doth know the righteous way 
But wicked men's vile way goes perishing for aye ! 

Mankind in their/alien state. Christ, the Trite Way. Final perdition of the wicked. 

PSALM 2. 

UNION WITH CHRIST AS THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD 

Christ the living Way ! Blessed are they who know tbe 
substantial glory of this inheritance. Psalm 2. knits together 
Psalms 1. 1, and 119. 1, by setting forth dogmatically the necessity of 
attaining Divine Life through the mediation of Christ. 

How empty are the things which the world so madly seeks ! 

Miserable blindness nf the powers of the world opposing the 
kingdom of Christ ! 

Open mine ears to hear Thy voice, O Lord. Thou hast ordained 
the kingdom of thy dear Son, of one Substance with Thyself, 
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anointed with Thy Divine Power, and rejoicing in the Eternity of 
Thy p Love. He must come into the world and preach Himself as 
the Only Saviour (John iii. 16 ; v. 39), 

This is "the Decree" which is entrusted to Him, and He must 
maintain it against all gainsayers. He calls all nations to the 
"obedience of faith " (Rom, i. 5). 

We must give ourselves to Him as this obedience requires. 
Pray for His kingdom to be extended. "Thy kingdom come!" 
Learn to long for this coming, to labour for it, to live for it, and, if 
it may be so, to die for it. 

8 Kiss the Son of God " with sacramental rapture and self- 
surrendering hope. 

Jewish kings did not claim world-wide sovereignty. They 
looked forward for the promise made to Abraham to be fulfilled in 
Messiah.* In Psalm 72., this initial promise of the world-wide 
kingdom is exhibited as having a typical development in Solomon's 
kingdom. 

Other nations look back to legends of their Divine origination. 
The Jews alone, while having a purer consciousness of Divine 
origin by creation and national election than any other nation, 
looked forward for a glorious future surpassing all the past. 

The extension of Christ's kingdom throughout all nations is 
not only a phenomenon of Divine Power, but is shown to be truly 
Divine, because it was foreseen, foretold, expected, throughout 
preceding ages. The expectation given by God ratifies the 
consummation as being wrought by God. 

TFIE SON OF GOD. 



1 Why do Gentiles toss and trouble — 
Masses meditating bubble? 

2 Kings of earth so stoutly rise? 
Chiefs, establish'd as allies, 

Spurn the Lord? His Christ despise? 

3 " Wrench we now their bonds, they say ! 
Cast we now their cords away ! " 

The ■aioriifs emptiness. Everything opposed to Christ is but a vapour. 
N.B. — The 1' salier begins with announcing the enmity of the seed of the serpent 
against the Seed of the woman. 

* Christ, i.e., Messiah only here in Hebrew, bin occurring in Daniel vi. Also cf. 
Pss. iB. 51, 20. 7. 
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4 Hear Him high in Heaven deride t 
See ! The Master mocks their pride ! 

5 Then what angry thunders roll ! 
Fiery blasts dismay their soul ! 

6 " I my King have formed of old, 
Zion's holy hill to bold!" 

j"hc "n'orlifs doom. God speaks. 
Ill 

7 I record the Lord's decree, 

"Thou, My Son ! "—He speaks to Me— 

" I this day give birth to Thee I 
S Ask ! I'll give, as fits Thy birth, 

Gentile hosts ! Yea ! Seize the earth ! 
9 Iron be Thy sceptred sway ! 

Dash them down like potter's clay." 

The Decree which Messiah proclaims. The Gospel sprout throughout the ■world. 
The judgement exercised hy tke Only Begotten, begotten in the Day 0/ Eternity. 

IV 

10 Now then, Kings, in prudence bend ! 
Earth-born judges, warn'd, attend ! 

11 Serve the Lord with rev'rent fear, — 
Aw'd, but with exulting cheer ! 

12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and ye perish on the way ! 
If His sudden anger blaze to whelm His foes in fierce 

dismay, 
Happy all who fly for refuge to His sure protecting sway ! 

The prophetic mi monition. The prudence 0/ faith sees the Eternal acting under 
the feebleness 0/ the present* 



FIRST QUINDECAD 

Psalms 3.-17. 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

THE OUTLINE OF THE COMING STRUGGLE 

Ps. 2. has announced that the Blessed One of the 
Psalter is to be a Divine Champion, not only fulfilling 
God's law, but meeting the world's opposition while 
claiming the Divine Sonship. 

Ps. 3. — We see Him now coming forth to the conflict. 
Those who oppose Him despise Him : but He is the 
Seed of Abraham, to whom after his slaughter of the 
kings God revealed Himself as a Shield and a Reward 
(Gen. xv. 1). Jesus in His conflict avows that Jehovah 
is His Shield and His Glory. He will conquer in Divine 
strength. So will He, the Salvation of the Lord, make 
all nations to be blessed as God promised to Abraham. 

Ps. 4. — His strength is Divine, His Human Life is all 
prayer. Those round about Him look to earthly tokens 
of power. They ridicule the life of Divine confidence ; but 
Jesus, as the Saint of God, is separate from the world, 
for the accomplishment of God's purpose. Amidst the 
provocation of sin we are not to be disturbed, but abide 
with God in devotion. God will prevail. Safety is sure. 

Ps. 5.— The daily strife begins with daily oblation. 
Each morning anticipates the acceptance of the resurrcc- 
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tion mom. The kingdom of God is growing to its 
completeness, God will destroy His enemies. The 
Tabernacle of God will be seen as the Palace of the 
Great King. God's servant looks to be led forward in 
righteousness, while He is surrounded by the ungodly 
mouth-pieces of rebellion. God's blessing will surround 
Him, and all the Communion of saints will be gathered 
round about Him to praise God's Name. 

p s< 6.— He is come to gather those who love God's 
Name from the hateful bondage of rebellion. In so doing 
He has to bear their sin as if it were His own, for the 
salvation which He brings is no mere external deliver- 
ance, but a gathering up of hearts, corrupted in rebellion 
that they may be renewed in righteousness by the infusion 
of His own Life to bless them. 

He cannot purge their sin without feeling it as if it 
were His own. The healing which He has to communi- 
cate must be a living power, rising up within Himself 
with continual renewal. His Manhood would be ex- 
hausted under its earthly conditions. He has to taste 
death for every man, being made sin for us. He feels 
the sin because He abides in this righteousness. The 
righteousness which shall quicken His elect must first of 
all be experienced in Himself before He can communi- 
cate it. His Nature is worn out. Can He praise God 
if He dies? In dying He shall not die. He shall 
conquer death. He will bid the ungodly depart in 
shame, for He Himself will find the glory of the Triune 
God as His reward, 

p s . 7 —Satan is the lion who seeks to rend His Soul, 
seeing Him thus bowed down to death. He pleads His 
innocence against the Accuser. He knows that His 
sufferings are not the result of His own personal sin. 
He has even acted as a benefactor to His enemies. So 
He has been true to His Divine Mission and claims that 
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death shall not rob Him of His glory. No. He appeals 
for the resurrection. Then He will gather round Him 
the saints whom He has redeemed. 

The judgement shall follow. God who was His shield 
during the struggle, will stablish Him upon the promised 
Throne of Judgement, 

Satan, the murderer, shall be cast into the abyss. 

So will Jesus be glorified as the Son of God, in the 
fulness of Divine Righteousness. 

Ps. 8. — Thus He attains the predestination of man, 
who was created in God's Image to rule as sovereign 
over all God's works, and is now seen triumphant over 
all evil. 

Ps. 9. — He sits upon the Father's Throne. 

The ungodly who would not accept His Mission must 
perish. Jerusalem becomes the symbol of the curse, 
as Shitoh of old (Jer. xxvi. 6). The judgement beginning 
at the House of God will spread through the world. 
The Lord sits upon His Eternal Throne, judging by the 
Man whom He has ordained as the high tower of refuge 
for the faithful. 

He pleads as the Goel for His people, and praises 
God that He has been raised from death to the Throne 
of Judgement, and the enemies who rejected Him are 
punished in their own works. 

This judgement is to teach men their weakness, and it 
prepares for the judgement of the last day both in its love 
and in its severity. 

Ps. 10.- — The days of Antichrist seem to defy God's 
sovereignty. Antichrist boasts in proud atheistic self- 
sufficiency, crushing the poor and helpless. Messiah 
calls for God to assert Himself, that He may arise and 
complete the deliverance of the meek. 

Ps. 11. — The condition of the Church during this time 
is such that the unbelieving look upon it as a failure ; 
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but the Triune Lord in His Heavenly Palace is putting 
mankind to proof. The wicked will be abundantly 
punished, and the righteous will have a full reward in 
the Beatific Vision. 

Ps. 12.— The Church seems to be obliterated from the 
earth. The smooth treachery of civilisation makes the 
poor and feeble helpless. 

Now God will arise. His promises are sure amidst 
sevenfold trial However much villainy may degrade 
the world, the Lord knoweth them that are His, and will 
keep them from harm. 

p s . 1 3 —Messiah pleads for God to give Him life, so 
that the power of darkness may not overwhelm Him. 

Ps. 14.— He has looked with Divine scrutiny, and sees 
all men utterly corrupt. But now this fear must burst 
upon them. He is come to accomplish the restoration 
of Israel. Now, then, God's covenanted people shall 
have their joy made full. 

p s- 15 —This sets forth the moral character of the 
Champion who has suffered amongst men, and is now 
exalted in Divine Life to the Throne of Judgement upon 

God's Holy Hill. 

In Ps. 8.— He was called to the glory of man's Pre- 
destination. Now He has been judged in His earthly 
struggle on behalf of God, and has been approved. 

Ps. 16.— Messiah looks to God, acknowledging that no 
human merit could win for Him such exaltation. Others 
wed themselves to various false objects of worship. He 
rests upon God, and looks to no other object of 
reliance but the consubstantial Godhead which He 
inherits as the Eternal Son. This has been the secret 
of His Wisdom and of His Strength. He therefore 
does not fear to die, His flesh, though laid in the grave, 
shall not see corruption. He looks to be exalted to 
God's Right Hand in glory for evermore, 
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Ps. 17.— He praises God for His acceptance. He has 
been thoroughly tried, and found to be thoroughly true. 
The Word of God has been the perfect stay of His life 
amidst the tyranny of the world. 

He has been jealous for God, and He looks for God to 
hide Him under the shadow of His wings. 

The people of the world boast of their power like their 
father, the devil, and seek to destroy the meek 

Messiah's portion is in God. The world's portion is 
in the world. That which they have they must leave. 
He looks to awake from death, and find His perfect and 
imperishable joy In that He is the Image of God, called 
to live for evermore with Divine Life. 



PSALM 3. 

FOLLOWING CHRIST AMIDST DIFFICULTIES 

A Psalm of David, vilmn kejtcdfrom his son, Absalom 

Any increase of difficulties round about us must make us look for 
the increase of jjrace to strengthen us for the victory. We cannot 
look for salvation in Christ, unless by His power we have become 
conquerors over many foes. We may be tempted to think there is 
no help for us in God. Jesus wants us to trust Him. The Spirit 
who raised up Christ, our Head, from the grave, will raise us up 
also if we are abiding in Him. 

Jesus is enthroned as Mediator on the heavenly Zion. We plead 
the merits of His intercession, and whatever we ask in His name 
the Father will give. We can rejoice in tribulations if we rejoice 
m God. Every deepening experience of death will bring to us an 
experience of better resurrection, higher, heavenlier joy. 

Christ has shown how powerless the hosts of darkness are 
against Himself. He is our true Light and our Salvation. The 
Cross which told of shame and sin, now tells of His perfect 
righteousness and glory. 

Satan strove to devour Christ, but he was obliged to flee away 
from the Cross discomfited. His teeth were broken, for he could 
not take the life of the Incarnate Son of God. So also he cannot 
take our life if we have Christ living within us. He seeks whom 
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he may devour, but he cannot take away the life of Christ from the 
members of Christ who hold fast to Him as their Head. Christ's 
blessing rests upon His people, for they are one with Himself. 

CHRIST ENTERING UPON HIS STRUGGLE 
The Mockery oj Unbelievers 

2 O Lord," what multitudes against me press, 
Multitudes rising in rebelliousness ! 

3 Multitudes at my soul say mockingly, 
Salvation Cod has none for such as He I Selah. 

David driven away iy Absalom. Jesus refected by Israel. Our struggle agaiwt 
tin, the -world, and the devil. A U the people are said te follow A bsalom. 

Confidence in Divine Support 

4 But Thou, Lord/' as a Shield l art round me spread, 
My glory, 8 and th' uplifter of my head. 1 

5 With voice unto ttte Lord I make my cry, 

And from His Holy Hill He gives reply. Selah. 

The power of Jesus made manifest in Hades* 

Calmness amidst Enemies 

6 I, all the while, lie calmly down and sleep : 
Calmly I wake! The Lord with care doth keep. 

7 I will not fear though peoples round me rise, 
With ranks of myriads ranged in threatening guise. 

The death and rcsuncctisn of Christ. Our own security in Him. 

Call for the Manifestation of Divine Power 

8 Rise ! Lord, 1 my God ! For my Salvation fight ! 
My foes upon the cheekbone dost Thou smite, 
Shivering the teeth of wicked men with might 1 

g Salvation still belongs unto the Lord 1 
Thy blessing on Thy people shall be pour'd ! Sela/t. 

1 "he overthrow of worlah powers by Christ's resurrection. The finttl triumfh o, 
the faithful. 
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PSALM 4. 
THE BLESSEDNESS OF DYING WITH CHRIST 

Ta the Precentor. On Neginoth. A Psalm of David 

THE soul overwhelmed in struggle with sin, cries to the righteous 
God, desiring to be absorbed in Him, and made partaker of that 
righteousness which is in Him alone. That righteousness tran- 
scends all human effort. It is a new creation, for, although 
exercised in human form, it is the very Life of God. So we are 
made " the righteousness of God in Christ," not by accidental 
effort, but by the substantive operation of the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit of Christ, working within us. 

The proud world shuts itself out of this Divine righteousness. It 
does not seek "righteousness by faith." It does not discern, and 
therefore does not appropriate and use the Divine power which is 
given to us as the members of Christ. The natural heart only 
looks to natural excellences. It delights in the emptiness of 
worldly wealth, the falsehood of human praise. It knows not God- 

The world knows us not, because it knew not Christ. We must 
not shrink from the reproach of the Cross, nor seek the satisfaction 
of earthly vengeance. 

The world wants to see some fruit of its religion. Enough for 
us to wait until the Light of God's countenance shines upon us. 
The world mocks the Church for its failures, and yet it is only from 
Christ that the world has learnt what is truly good. Christ did not 
promise immediate success, but He gave gifts of grace which 
should work secretly, and issue in final glory for those who will 
share the present weakness. Sweet is the music of the soul which 
rests in Him, dead to the world and hidden in God. Sweet 
loneliness ! Alone with Jesus 1 Safe in Him ! 

THE PEACEFUL DEATH OF GOD'S CHOSEN ONE 

2 Now at my cry, my righteous God, reply ' : 
Thou hast enlarged me, bound in misery : 
lie gracious 2 now and hear 3 my litany. 

The appeal of the redeemed soul. 

3 Brave men ! My glory will ye yet blaspheme? 
Bubbles ye love ; of lies ye fondly dream. Selah. 
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4 The Lord 1 by wonders sets the saint apart : 
The Lord 3 will hear my cry, my trustful heart. 

5 Anger is due, but, let not sin molest : 

Rest in your bed's heart-converse ! Silent rest ! Selah. 

David te Jeai and hii brethren, God's representative must share the Divine 
anger at sin^ but must not sin through human anger. *' The wrath of the Lamb" 

6 With righteous sacrifices now make baste, 

And in the Lord : ' your changeless trust be placed ! 

7 Multitudes say, "Well ! after all, what good ?" 
Lord, lift o'er us Thy Face with lightsome flood ! 

8 Thou giv'st my heart a joy untold, that ne'er 
Their harvest's plenty noT their vintage share. 

Euehiristic sacrifices. The Bread and Wine of Heaven, better than any produce 
of earth. 

9 In peace 1 lay me down, and sleep unmoved, 
For Thou, Lord, Thou, alone to be beloved, 

Hast call'd me thus to dwell with trust well-proved. 

The T : ipine Peace fvttnd in Christ* 

PSALM 5. 

PLEADING CHRIST'S SACRIFICE AS A LIVING POWER 

To the Precentor. Upon NtkUoth. A Psalm of David, 

Meditate upon the sacrifice of Christ which is the fulfilling of the 
law. In the power of that sacrifice let thy words ascend to God. 
Me is the Lion who has triumphed. He is the Ram with seven 
horns upon Mount Zion. He is King and Priest. Set in order 
before God the merits of His oblation. Look up with confidence. 
God will not say thee Nay (Rev. v. 6). 

Let God hear thy voice rising from the night of sin and death in 
the early morning of grace as a child of the resurrection. Flee 
from the world in thine heart, as Lot fled from Sodom. 

Christ shall lead thee onward in righteousness. Put away from 
thyself all the imaginations of the carnal heart. Consider how 
deceitful are all those carnal affections and lusts which seek to 
separate thee from Christ. Claim thy portion in the song of joy 
which those alone can sing who are redeemed unto God. They 
who live with Christ have a perpetual Eucharist (Rev. xiv. 3). 

They who know the power of the regenerating Spirit love the 
Name of God, They are baptised into it, and they experience in 
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some degree that Love which is the very Essence of God, the 
glorious Act whereby the Father and the Son rejoice in the Pro- 
cession of that Holy Spirit Who has come to earth in order to be 
their Life. The Divine Life is an impenetrable halo wherein they 
are kept safe from all the power of their enemies. 

How much our prayers suffer through want of expectation. "When 
ye pray, believe that ye receive, and ye shall have" (Mar. ii. 24). 
We must live more truly in Christ. Sacrifice is an act of com- 
munion with God, and the more we live in the merits of Christ's 
sacrifice, the more must we feel its power with a deepening sense of 
gratitude for the past, and sublimer consciousness of the mediation 
of the present, and an intenser gaze into the eternity of the future. 

THE MORNING SONG OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE 
Eucharistic Presentation of the Risen Saviours Merits 

2 Listen ' to my utterance, Lord ! 

To my meditative rapture now Thy full regard afford 1 ! 

3 To my voice, appealing loudly, hearken s Thou, my God, my King, 

For to Thee my prayer 1 bring. 

4 Lord, 1 'tis morn ! My voice Thou nearest, voice that wakes and 

shall not die. 
Thus my gifts at morn I order, looking up for Thy reply. 

The Purity of Christ s Oblation 

5 Sin-stain'd gifts to Thee, great Godhead ! no delight can ever 

give : 

Nought of wrong with Thee can live. 

6 Boasters shall not in Thine eyesight stoutly keep their bold 

estate : 

Villain- workers Thou dost hate. 

7 Thou wilt bring to swift perdition all who speak the lying word ! 
Yea, the man of guile and bloodshed is abhorrence to the Lord. 

Self-Oblation in Christ 

8 In Thy mighty mercy's guidance I will to Thine House come 

near, 
Bowing tow'rds Thy Holy Temple, reverential in Thy fear. 

9 Lord^midst manyfierceaggressors,leadme in Thy righteousness! 
Yea, make plain Thy way before me, onward where Thou bid'st 

me press. 
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10 Help ! For nought lie speaks is stedfast ! Ruin fills their 
inward parts ! 
Like a yawning grave their throat ! Their tongue so smooth 
with trcach'rous arts ! 

The Redeemer speaks as the Appointed Judge 

it God! convict them! By their schemings let their fall more 
fatal be ! 
Hurl them down, so oft transgressing, for they have rebell'd at 
Thee ! 

12 joy be theirs who seek Thy refuge— shouts, that ring with 

ceaseless claim ! 
Thy protecting power be o'er them ! Glad be all that love Thy 
Name ! 

13 On the Righteous One Thy Blessing, sworn of old, shall aye 

abound : 
Thou, O Lord, 3 with Thy good pleasure, like a shield, wilt close 
him round. 

PSALM 6. 
THE PENITENT FN HIS BONDAGE 



To the Precentor. 



Penitential I 

Upon Stringed Instruments. 
A Psalm of David. 



Upon Shentinith, 



Think of thy state of abomination before God, as bom in sin. 
Seek the grace which God has provided in Christ and the healing 
power of the Holy Ghost, that thou mayest find in God's holy 
discipline a chastening worthy of His love, and not a vengeance 
such as, but for that love, must have been thy doom. 

Jesus suffered beneath thy burden. Invoke His fellowship. He 
will restore to thee the Divine Presence which Adam lost. His 
Soul, which desired to be set free from the burden of our weary 
flesh, will be the healing power for thine own soul, if thou bewailest 
the taint of sin which makes thee so often sink beneath that burden. 

The Psalmist contemplates death as being alienation from God. 
By death Satan holds us in slavery. Christ has taken the form of 
a slave. Yet He is ever doing the Father's will. He pleads that 
the indignation may be removed which belongs to human nature 
by reason of that slavery. This continual prayer is the human act 
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whereby He abides in the Divine embrace. Had He ceased from 
this, He would have lost His Divine life, for the act of the human 
will was as necessary to the hypostatic union as the power of the 
Divine will. 

In Ps. 5. He was seen as the Righteousness of the elect. Now 
He appears as being of one substance with all our sinful race, bear- 
ing the iniquity of us all, and having to contend with our slavery. 
He must bear the outward death which Satan exacts from his slaves. 
This cry shows Him as possessing a Life which the outward death 
could not destroy. 

We must not complain of the weariness of our slavery, but look 
up constantly to God as Jesus looked up. The Holy Spirit which 
Jesus gives is the power enabling 11s, 

THE SIN-BEARER 

2 Lord, smite me not in angry guise, 
Nor in relentless wrath chastise 1 

3 Grace, Lord, 1 ask, who withering lie 1 
Health, Lord 1— Dismay'd, my bones arc dry ! 

4 My soul is sore dismay'd with wrong 1 
But, Lord, for Tbee I wait ! — How long? 

Christ appeals to the Triune Cent for the healing of 'human, nature. 

5 O Lord, return ! My soul set free ! 
O, for Thy mercy, save Thou me 1 

6 In death Thy memory cannot live ; 
And who in Sheol Thy thanks can give? 

7 I am worn out with ceaseless sighs : 
My pallet nightly floating lies : 

My bed with tear-floods liquefies. 

8 What sorrow-moths mine eye consume, 
Abandon'd to ih' oppressor's gloom ! 

Christ shares mutt's dcaihbut looks through death to the resurrection. 



9 Ye villain-workers 1 Hence 1 Away ! 
The Lord 1 hath heard what sobs can say ! 

10 The Lord" hath heard my cry for grace ; 
The Lord ! will give my prayer a place ! 

11 Shamed, sore dismay'd, my foes in fright 
Turn back to sudden, shameful flight ! 

Triumphant praiie to the Triune. So the soldiers of Ike ResKrreetion. 
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PSALM 7. 

HIDING IN THE GRAVE OF JESUS 

Shiggaioti of David, whith he sang to the Lord upon (he Words of 
Cush Che Bcnjamite. 

As Shimei cursed David, so must thou expect the world to curse 
thee, and reproach thee with thy past sins, if thou seekest to be 
penitent, flying from the world along with Christ. Nevertheless, 
cake refuge with Jesus trustfully. Fly from the Jerusalem of 
earthly praise. Follow Jesus beyond the Jordan of death. Lose 
thyself in Jesus. Meekly to bear in this world the consequences of 
our sin is the true discipline whereby thou shall obtain God's 
blessing. 

Commit thyself to God's keeping. If wrongfully accused, bear 
it. What does man's judgement matter ! God will gather His 
saints round about Him in judgement hereafter. Then shalt thou 
be established in righteousness, if thou art true to Christ. Thy 
righteousness is that le which He calls thee by grace. Christ is 
the Righteous One whose covenant cannot fail. God's righteous- 
ness is eternal. 

This is thy true sphere of judgement. Those who will not 
acknowledge this tribunal now, must feel its power when the fiery 
arrows come forth with destruction. 

The world is toiling f or mischief, and the fruit of its travail is 
only disappointment. The world is the great lie, seeming to be 
what it is not. Its prince is the liar. What he does now to hurt 
thee will recoil upon himself. 

Thou art buried with Christ. Thank God for the righteousness 
of Christ which He has given to be thy life. Thou wast Satan's 
bond-slave. The Son has made thee free. Live in the freedom of 
the sons of God. So canst thou praise the name of the Lord most 
High wherein thou art new born. 

Nothing that loveth or maketh a iie can follow thee into the 
heavenly Jerusalem. There shall thou praise God who has called 
thee by His name to rise to ihc glory of predestinating Love, 
whereby He created Man at the beginning. 
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PSALM 7. 43 

CONQUEST OF SATAN BY THE DESCENT INTO HELL 

2 Lord my God, 1 my refuge is in Thee : 
Save me from my pursuers ! Set me free 1 

3 Lest like a lion he my soul should tear ! 

He rends 1 And none comes nigh to free from fear. 

Safety 0/ Christ, not by hitman innocence , but by Nix Divine Nature. Satan 
watching far the Soul of Jesus. He is the lion, of 'death. He is the antagonist of the 
Lien of Life, the Lion ofjvdah. The appeal is double, as in Ps. as. a. 

4 O Lord my God, s if such mine act has been, 
If stain of malice on my hands be seen, 

5 If gentle peace I e'er with wrong repaid — 

I freed th' oppressor when vain charge he made ! — 

6 Lei my pursuing foe my soul o'ertake, 

And trample down to earth my life, and make 
My glory dwell in dust, no more to wake. Selah. 

The human life and the Divine glory, Satan cannot take away the Divine glory 
•while fesus abides in the Divine holiness, i'erse 10 completes the three f aid appeal as 
Ps. 32. 1:. 

7 Rise, 1 Lord," in anger's fulness terrible : 

Lift up Thyself, 2 th' oppressor's wrath to quell : 

Awake- 1 to me, ordaining judgement well! 
5 Let gather'd masses troop around thy might, 

And at iheir head return Thou to the height. 
9 So Lord, 1 ' redress the people ! Lord, c judge me, 

Willi righteousness enrobed and perfect purity. 

Appeal for vindication to the Triune Gad/tcad. Christ ascending at the head of the 

saints. 

10 Thus let the wicked all their wrong give o'er, 
Rut make the righteous firm for evermore ! 

The hearts and reins Thy sounding blows explore, 
Thou, God/ 1 the Righteous One, whom we adore. 

The final judgement manifesting the Divine righteousness of Christ. 

11 God bears my shield : no power of ill can harm : 
He saves th' upright in heart from all alarm. 

12 God is a righteous Judge, and every day 

The Godhead's anger foams, though vengeance stay. 

13 With well -ground sword He smites/'.ie stubborn foe ! 
With firm-fixt aim He bends the \/ jrring bow : — 

14 Yea ! fixt to strike Him, points the shafts of death ! 
His arrows barb'd with (lames He fashioneth ! 

Gud uses the ftvwers of evil as instruments for trying His saints. The Righteous- 
ness of Christ, the only Righteous One. must be proved to Ac within us. God's Pro- 
tecting care of His people in their struggle. 
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15 Behold him travailing with villainy, 
Conceiving mischief, bringing forth a lie ! 

16 He hollow'd out the snare, dug deep the pit 
He made the cl^sm ! Himself fell into it ! 

17 His mischief shall return to his own crown j — 
On his own scalp his cruelty come down. 

18 Thanks to the Lord for all His righteousness ! 

His name as Lord Most High iny Psalm shall bless. 

Satan proposing to destroy man y only works his own overthrow. The *iual 
triumph >frood* 



PSALM 8. 

THE REGENERATING COVENANT 

To the Precentor upon Git tit k. A Psalm of David. 

This Psalm is the fulfilment of the vow made in the preceding. 

O the unspeakable glory of the Divine Name ! The Psalmist 
relapses into silence. He breaks off in his utterance, for that of 
which he would speak is what has not entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. It is above the heavens. 

Praise God that He has chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the mighty, children to be regenerated and gathered into 
the heavenly choirs. 

Ask for a childlike heart. God has sent His Son to be born as 
a child upon the earth. Now He is exalted far above all gods. 

This Psalm speaks of the exaltation of Messiah to the Divine 
Sovereignty. The two Psalms following tell of the judgement. 

He lifts us up to sit with Him upon His Throne as He, Personally 
in our manhood, is seated upon the Throne of the eternal Godhead, 
a throne not of created splendour but of Divine fellowship. 

A new heaven and a new earth ! There is a hope awaiting the 
whole creation. That hope is to be fulfilled by the exaltation of 
the new race of man, the redeemed in Christ. In the Sabbath of 
that Day of Peace, the power of the prince of this world wilt be 
hushed. God avenges His people, and the self-avenger of earth 
shall be no more (Rom. viii. 21). 

Here we have the Psalmist amazed in contemplating man's pre- 
destination, the glory of the throne that is to be won by man. He 
will ask hereafter, "Why hast Thou left me to struggle alone against 
the enemy. My weakness seems incompatible with the predestined 
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salvation which I have to work, the throne which I have to win " 
(Ps. 22. 1). This Psalm beholds that throne. Messiah was to merit 
it as man by human struggle. He inherited it as God by Divine 
Birth. So Ps. 2., Heb i. 3, 4, indicated. We, in saying this Psalm, 
must remember that the fight has to be continued by ourselves, 
each one, in the power of grace, although the victory is the gift of 
redeeming Love (1 John v. 4 ; 1 Cor. xv. 57). 

Newborn in the name of Christ, we are " the children of the 
light" (Eph. v. 8). When Christ comes again from Heaven, He 
shall be glorified as the Son of Man, and we shall be glorified in 
Him (2 Thess. i. 12). 

CORONATION OF MANHOOD IN CHRIST 

2 O Lord, our Master ! Name of might ! 
Thy brilliance robes all earth with light, 

Who now— ! Yea, o'er the heavens he bright ! 

3 Sucklings and babes thou makest strong ! 
Their mouth, amidst th' oppressor's throng, 
Shall hush the foe self-helped in wrong. 

Christ invoked to ascend in glory. Growth of the Church by Infant Baptism. 

4 The'heavens I view, Thy fingers' skill, 
Moon, stars, firm fixt by Thy great will. 

5 Why dost thou thus frail man survey? 
Why visit thus the child of claV?— 

6 Awhile Thou mak'st him want the bliss Divine, 
Soon, with majestic glory crown'tl, to shine ! 

Gtiti the Sonvisiting man try humbling Himself to our tow estate. Man's earthly 
creation. Mans Divine predestination. 

7 O'er all Thy works Thou giv'st him sway — 
Crouch'd at his feet bid'st all obey, 

8 Sheep, oxen, all that serve his home, 
Monsters that o'er the prairie roam, 

9 Heav'n's wing-borne tribes, sea's tenantry, 
That traverse paths of many a sea. 

Man's sovereignty to be developed in Divine fulness , when the saints reign with Christ. 

10 O Lord, our Master, Name of might, 
Thy brilliance robes all earth with light. 

1 he glory of God manifest t'n the regeneration. 
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PSALM 9. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF GOD'S COVENANTED LOVE 

Alphabetical I 

Ttt the Prtcentor. On the Death sf the Son. A Psalm of David. 

THIS is the first Alphabetical Psalm. 

It is noticeable that the Alphabetical Psalms always follow upon 
Psalms which point to the attainment of man's predestined glory. 

This Psalm follows Psatin 8., the primary Psalm of man's pre- 
destination. As man fell away from his true end, the Alphabetical 
Psalm is imperfect and broken, showing that the intended order of 
the universe has not been attained. The Jewish covenant perished 
through unbelief (Ps. 9.), and the Christian consummation is marred 
by Antichrist {Ps. to). Had man been true, Psalm 9. would have 
told of the Divine exaltation of the Son of Man as the predestined 
Head of Creation. In consequence of man's sinful unbelief. Psalm 9, 
has to speak in other language. It is " On the Death of the Son." 
That death is the doorway uf His exaltation. 

The Psalm begins with a Gloria. The Son of God has passed 
through death to life. He will come again in judgement. Satan 
and all Christ's enemies shall flee. The presence of the Father in 
manifest glory with all His holy angels shall encompass Him. 

The destruction of Jerusalem for rejecting the Son of God is 
the type of all destruction awaiting the ungodly. The Jews are 
here called Gentiles, for they have become as Gentiles by rejecting 
Messiah. "The death of the Son" shows that they are not the 
children of Abraham. Had they been so, they would not have 
sought to kill Him (John viii. 40). 

The world perishes in its pride, despising the meek. They may 
crush the faithful for a season, but they must bear the bitter con- 
sequences. 

The Incarnate Son comes to avenge upon Satan the death of 
Adam, the predestined Son of God. He comes as the Goel. He 
is our Prother in the flesh. By the very act of dying He pursues 
the murderer into the other world and crushes his head. 

So the heavenly Zion wherein Christ is praised shall abide in the 
grace of Christ, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against the 
Church. 

[Selah. Music expresses the wild terror of the judgement.] 
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The wicked are cast into hell. The poor, the people of Christ, 
are avenged, Christ is seen triumphant in judgement. 

The Psalms have to be sung in union with Christ as the 
Champion of Divine Truth against the powers which now hold the 
world in thrall. We cannot rejoice in Christ as the Lord our 
Righteousness unless we also rejoice in the judgement to be exerted 
against the powers of darkness. 

Unbelievers who rebel against the doctrine of God's punitive 
judgement illustrate the necessity of the very truth which they deny. 

Evil must be hated. 

They themselves blindly hate evil as they suppose it to be in 
God. They conceive of evil as if God were in some way under the 
possibility of its influence and hampered by the vague supremacy of 
darkness. They blaspheme God's goodness which hates all evil. 

They ought to hate evil along with God. In God there can be 
no evil, nor does evi! baffle Him, although it baffles our finite 
imagination. Evil deserves punishment and must receive it. 

In this present world good and evil are mixed. We see nothing 
that can he wholly loved or simply hated. Evil is that which is 
separate from God, self-asserting itself against God, Good is that 
which is at one with God, living in God, the only object of love 
cither to God or to man. 

GOD COMING IN JUDGEMENT TO DELIVER HIS PEOPLE 

2 K With all my heart I thank the Lord, 
K Yea, all Thy wonders would record. 

3 N My joy, my gladness, spring from Thee ! 

« Thy Name, Most High, my psalm shall be ! 

The Divine Name the strength, a/ the /mttrxate Son. 

4 2 How turn my foes in sore disgrace ! 

They stumble, perish, at Thy Face, 

5 Thou wrought'st redress and judgement : Yea ! 
Thou, righteous Judge, sit'st throned for aye ! 

6 : Thou hast rebuked 1 the Gentiles ! Thou 

1 last made * the wicked one lie low ! 

Thou blott'st a their name that none may know. 

7 H The foe consum'd ! Their homes laid waste '. 

Pluck'd up by Thee 1 From mind erased ! 

So the Jews /ell iMkmtni when Ht said, I A .V, The .iestrvciian a/ Jerusalem. 
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8 1 So sits the Lord 1 for evermore, 

His throne firm-fixt for judgement sure, 

9 To judge the world in righteousness, 
Masses uprightly to redress. 

The whole -world subject to Divine PrevieUncc. 

10 i Lord 3 ! for the crush'd one be a Tower, 

In sorrow's tides, a Tower of power ! 

11 Who know Thy Name, Lord,' trust in Thee, 
Who ne'er forsak'sl Thy devotee. 

The covenant of God's Name a refuge for all in trouble. 

12 T Sing to the Lord ' on Zion's throne ! 

To peoples wide His deeds make known ! 

13 He sues the murderer, heeds their tale, 
Forgets not, when th' afflicted wail. 

Christy the Coel, to avenge on Satan the death of If is brethren. 

14 n Grace, Lord 2 !— My haters' insults see ! 

From gates of death Thou liftest me, 

1 5 Thy praise in Zion's gates to tell, 
As saved by Thee, exulting well. 

The exultation of the resurrection-life in the heavenly Zion, 

16 a How Gentiles sink in chasms they made ! 

Their feet are snared in nets they laid. 

17 The Lord" is known by judgement strict : 

The wicked by his works is wreck'd. Higgaitm. Selah. 

The doom of the persecutors. The Jnvs perish by the Romans, whom they invoked. 
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To Sheol the wicked turn in fret, 
All Gentile hearts that God forget ! 
The poor shall lot forgotten yield : 
Th' afflicted shall have hope fulfil I'd. 

The separation at the last day. 



20 p Rise, Lord I Let not frail man be strong ! 

In Person judge the Gentile throng ! 

21 Place terror, Lord, for them to see I 

Let Gentiles learn frail men to be ! Selak. 

The weai-.ne$s ftnen in the day a/God 's frwer. 
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PSALM 10. 

THE NEED OF STEADFAST HOPE IN DAYS OF APOSTASY 

Alphabetical I.— (Concluded.) 

Tfie faithful soul complains of being left alone. It seems as if the 
promise respecting the gates of hell had failed. All is confusion. 

[In the Hebrew the alphabetical notation is interrupted, and 
signifies this disorder. The lines form the stanzas correctly, but 
the acrostic letters are not in their places.] 

Look earnestly for Christ to come. He will come. He stands 
aside that He may try thy faith. Let not the pride of the world 
shake thy confidence. 

I After the description of Antichrist, the acrostics begin again in 
verse 12]. 

< Christ comes in the glory of the Father. The Son of Man lifts 
up His Hand of power. The Holy Ghust fulfils the covenant, and 
gives glory to the suffering saints. Look forward with holy hope. 

Christ does not leave us as orphans, but we in our seeming 
orphanhood must trust in Him. 

Christ arises, and the Wicked One, with all that belong to him, 
shall be slain before Him, while He takes the kingdom which 
God has prepared for Him and His saints along with Him. 

" Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth ! " 

The violence of the enemy is quelled for ever. 

" Fear not, little flock. It is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom." 

The serpent bruised the heel of the Son of Man. Now is his 
head bruised. " God shall tread Satan under our feet shortly." 
Christ has triumphed over him in hell. 

THE CHURCH WAITING IN THE TIMES OF ANTICHRIST 

t (5j) Why stand'st Thou, Lord, so far aside, 

Conceal'd in sorrow's frequent tide ? 

2 The Wicked brags ; th' afflicted burns ! — 
Their scheming to their capture turns, 

A n tick rist afflicting tlte Church. [ IV hy ? For the tria I of our fa it.'i, I 

3 I O j That Wicked's hymns for lust are pour'd : 

His gain he blesses -scorns the Lord! 

4 "No suit to fear" — in pride he dreams : 

" No God ! " — so he completes his schemes. 

His ici'etcusness, [ We must cherish the opposite virtues. ] 
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5 [i] His ways are settled, safe and tight : 

Thy judgements high escape his sight : 
He puffs at hindrance with despite. 

His pride. 

6 [D] He boasts, 1 shall unmoved abide ! 

My progeny no ills betide. 

7 Curse fills his mouth and guileful grind : 
His tongue vile mischief stores behind. 

His insohnct. 

8 [y] He sits where bushy homesteads screen ; 

He slays the Innocent* unseen, 
With eyes on crippled victims keen. 

His cunning. 

9 [b] Bush-hid, like lion in his lair, 

He lurks, th' afflicted one to snare — 
Bears off ih' afflicted, netted there. 

His rapacity. The power 0/ the mar id hears off the sufferers in their agony, but to 
kit &wn destruction. 
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He couches, bends : his serried blows 
Make fall a host of crippled foes. 
I lis heart says, — "Godhead will forget ! 
Secretes His Face ! Saw nothing yet I " 

His hypocrisy. 

Rise, 1 Lord"! Great Godhead, lift - Thine Hand ! 
Forget 3 not Thou ih' afflicted band ! 
Why scorn Thee thus that wicked crew, 
With heart so sure— "God will not sue"? 

The appeal offaiih. 

Thou seest, for mischief— sorrow — soar 
To Thy regard : Thou pay'st their score ! 

Great orphan's Help! The crippled poor 

Leave all to Thee for evermore. 

God's people tnust be in weakness wtiile titne lasts. 



* The innocent is in the singular number. The poor and the needy are spoken of 
sometimes in Iht same sentence, as singular and plural. We cannot observe the 
distinct inn of number in our English version, but it points to the Fact that the Church is 
the Body of Christ, so that His i'ersjn and His members require to he considered in 
their combined unity and their sep.it ate individuality. 



PSALM il. 



Si 



15 {&) Shiver his arm— that Wicked one ! 

Sue Thou the wrong, till all be gone ! 

16 The Lord b is King to everlasting days ! 

The Gentiles perish from the earth He sways. 

The appearance of Christ in judgement. A 11 ir. the new tuorld are Cod 's covenant 
people. Hone are left as Gentiles. 

• 7 (fl) Thou, Lord, wilt hear 1 the lowly as they long ; 

Thou giv'st * Thine ear : Thou mak'st their heart 

right strong. 1 
The crush'd, the orphan, find Thy judgement's truth, 
That Earthborn man no more may rage with ruth. 

The Man w/io is, the Lord/ram Heaven takes the place of the man of earth. 



PSALM ri. 

CONFIDENCE IN DIVINE PROTECTION 

To /Ac Pm-ettler. David''! 

I N" this Psalm we bewail the continuance of evil, so dominant in 
the world, so self-avenging, so scornful in its unbelief, so ready to 
mock the faithful because of their weakness. It seems as if God's 
jiromise to the Church had failed. It will seem to do so more and 
more. Vet the Hill of Ziou is the refuge of the faithful. Thou must 
not be moved when unbelieving taunts bid thee take refuge there. 
They know not its Divine strength. It is mightier than the 
hills of Bashan. So the Daughter of Zion can laugh her proud 
enemies to scorn. The Holy Trinity guards thee there. God the 
Father dwells in His Temple. Christ is on the heavenly Throne. 
The Holy Ghost is striving with thy spirit, strengthening thee 
amidst these experiences of difficulty. 

If now thou hast to suffer, think of the doom which awaits the 
enemies of God in the world to come 

God's face is hidden now : but think what it will be to rejoice in 
the glory of the Beatific Vision. Keep His commandments there- 
fore, and abide in H is Love. 
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THE OUTWARD FEEBLENESS OF THE PERSECUTED 
CHURCH 

The Blasphemy of the Unbelieving 

The Lord my Refuge ! Why, then, mock ye me ? — 
** Off to your hill, poor frightened partridge, flee ! " 

2 Mark ye not how the wicked bend the bow, 

With darts firm-fixt, the string's full strength to know? 
In dark they strike the upright-hearted low ! 

3 "When props are smash'd on every side around, 
What has the righteous by his goodness found ?" 

The world sees no seemity in the Hilt of elion. The Powers 0/ Darkness seeking 
Iff destroy the Chttrch, The/all afpreta tes,from judai d&ivmvard. 

The Reliance of the Faithful upon the Divine Covenant 

4 Doast not ! The Lord 1 within His Temple dwells, 
The Lord," whose throne in highest heaven excels. 
He sees — His eyelids prove — when man rebels. 

5 He, the Lord, 8 proves the righteous,— consecrates ! 
The wicked, loving cruelty, He hates \ 

6 On wicked men the snaring storm shall burst, 
Fire, brimstone, and simoom, their drink accurst ! 

Tkt Father in His majesty, 'the Son % Cod and Man, exercising judgement 7 he 
Holy Ghost searching niefi's hearts. 

The Beatific Vision 

7 For righteous is the Lord, — loves righteous ways ! 
Mark the upright one ! These upon His Face shall gaze. 

Those who are tike Hint shall see Him. 



PSAJL.il 12. 

REFUGE IN THE INCARNATE SAVIOUR 
To the Precentor, On Sheniiitith, A Psalm of David, 

CALL upon Jesus to show Himself. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus," 
"Iniquity abounds." So He foretold that it should be. Look up, 
therefore, and lift up thine bead with faith and love for His appear- 
ing. The prevalence of unbelief round about us must not make 
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us distrustful, as if Christ's Church had failed. It must make us 
hopeful that He will soon come to vindicate His Church, — and 
prayerful, so that we may hasten His coming. He looks for the 
prayers of His elect. He suffers them to be in trouble, in order 
that He may stimulate them to prayer. 

The world speaks. Civilisation boasts of its successes. They 
may accept some of the outward maxims of Christ, but they have 
no love of God in their hearts. They claim to be unanswerable. 
They repudiate Gnd as a Personal Sovereign. 

God will show Himself, and the poor shall be made triumphant. 
He will make His people safe in spite of all the taunts which they 
have to bear. God the Son, the Word, will show His Truth and 
faithfulness. The power of the Spirit shall be developed in the 
faithful by the sevenfold processes of refinement which shall prove 
their acceptance of God's Word. The sevenfold Spirit will keep 
them safe from the evil. 

Thus shall the Truth of the Incarnation be manifested. "The 
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in that day" (Isa. ii. 1 1). 

God, Who heard the groauiugs of His people in Egypt, sent 
Moses as "a redeemer" (Acts vii. 35). He sent His Son for a 
greater Redemption. He will send His Son amidst the persecu- 
tions of the last days to destroy every enemy and perfect "the 
redemption of our bodies" (Rom. viii. 23). 

Alas ! How apt we are to complain, as if God were negligent I 
And how negligent we are in prayer by which we should call God's 
power into action. Even when we pray, bow feeble, how carnal 
are uur prayers ! We are too apt to desire and expect temporal 
blessings for God's Church which God has not promised, instead of 
looking through a vista of earthly suffering, and crying out for the 
manifestation of His heavenly Kingdom, which ought to be the 
absorbing object of our hope. "Thy Kingdom come !" "Come, 
Lord Jesus !" 



THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOD'S PURPOSED INCARNATION 

2 Save, LotcI, 1 for saintly man no more we find : 
The faithful vanish from amongst mankind, 

3 They speak with fraud and flattery, each with each ! 
Smooth lips !— But double -hearted is their speech ! 

Christ conns '.vhen evil has reached its climax. So it was at His first coming : so 
it wilt be at His second. 1 'et shall the>e be much oul-a-ard sham 0/ religion. 
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4 Those lips so smooth— O let the Lord* cut off! 
The braggatt tongue so madly prune to scoff! 

5 Which say, Our tongues shall be exalted thus ! 
Our lips are with us ! Who shall master us ? 

6 Th 1 afflicted wail -the poor sob forth their cries. 
'Tis time. ! Now saith the Lord, 3 I will arise, 
And set him safe, no more the scoffer's prize. 

7 Bright sayings are the sayings of the Lord, 
As silver from the crucible outpour'd. 

By sevenfold process in refinement storU 

Cam/art in the sttvriiy of Cud's prtsmhes^ 

8 Q Lord, 'tis Thou Who keepest them secure ! 
O guard him from this age for evermore I 

9 The wicked walk in freedom all around, 
Whilst men most mean in lofty place are found. 

" Keep them front the evil." 



PSALM 13. 

THE SOUL FEELING THE DESOLATION OF SIN 

To the Prucntar. A Psalm of David 

Think not that God has forgotten to be gracious. The Face of 
Jesus will shine out if thou wilt look to Him. Tiie Holy Ghost 
will cheer thy soul, if thou wilt yield thyself to His guidance ; but 
thou must cease from thine own vain counsel lings. Jesus is the 
Counsellor. Thou must look to Him and follow Him. How long? 
— God waits for thy self-surrender. 

The foe will insult thee until thou becomest as a deaf man that 
heareth not, for that is the true characteristic of God's servant 
(Isa. xlii. 19). 

God the Incarnate Son will regard thee with Divine love, answer 
thee with human sympathy, and enlighten thee with gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, so that the power of death may not carry thee captive. 
When He pleaded for life in Gethsemane, it was in order that He 
might give it unto thee. 

Rely upon Him, and not upon thyself. Otherwise the enemy 
will be sure to prevail against rhee. 

Complain not of God's discipline, but trust in His mercy. 
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Jesus is thy salvation. The Spirit of Jesus shall fill thy heart 
with joy Sing praise to Him for dealing with thee in such tender 
love, leading thee to life, and strengthening thee to keep God's word. 

THE LONG-CONTINUED EXPECTATION OF GOD'S 
CHOSEN PEOPLE 

3 How long, 1 Lord, wilt Thou ever thus forget ? 
How long' from me Thy Face secrct'st Thou yet ? 

3 How long 3 must my vext soul vain plans devise? 
My aching heart with daily anguish cries 1. 
How long shall my proud foe against me rise? 

The Godhead hidden in Christ, is he revealed hrrmfler. 

4 O Lord, my God 1 Regard" me '. Answer" now ! 
Lighten « mine eyes, lest death's last sleep lay low ! 

5 Lest mv foe say, " Against him I prevail^," 
And adverse hosts exult that I have quail'd. 

6 But I Thy mercy trustfully revere ; 

My heart exults in Thy salvation's cheer. 

Still to the Lord I'll sing, for kindness ever near. 

Ottki, as RtAtemer, dr*nk t&e M* W looied for fH Divine tyfe * **»* '"" 
afterwards. " Br of good cteeti t tun* overcome the world. 



PSALM 14. 

THE FAITHFUL CAl'TIVE EXPECTING A DELIVERER 

To the Precentor. David's. 

Alas for the h ard bear ted n ess which distrusts God 1 Be not thou 
as the fool who denies Him. He who looks into all hearts looks 

into thine. , , . , , ,. , 

The corruption of the natural heart brings spiritual blindness, 
unbelief contentedness to live without God's knowledge-the very 
minciple of agnosticism. Instead of recognising God s image, and 
consequently His claims, as existing in iheir fellow-men, they seek 
to make gain out of their fellow-men, and do not look for Gods 

fa 1 G S S L n £T 

Their security is only for a time. God dwells in the righteous 
generation, and will suddenly vindicate them, making the worldly- 
hearted to tremble. They despised the poor because they did not 
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recognise God in whom the poor man trusted Nevertheless, the 
virgin, the daughter of Zion, will laugh the scoffer to scorn. This 
despised company have a Saviour's pledge abiding in the midst 
of them. 

The last verse is not a liturgical addition, but the culminating 
utterance of the Psalm. Zion is the type and symbol of God's 
people continually suffering in worldly wickedness. However much 
God seems to have forsaken [hem, yet will He renew the mani- 
festation of Messiah, Who is the Personal principle of vitality to 
God's holy Hill. Whether in the flight of David, or the blasphemy 
of Sennacherib, or the desolation of Nebuchadnezzar or any seem- 
ing triumph of the gates of hell over the Church, we must not doubt. 
God will visit and redeem His people by the resuscitation of the 
inherent vitality of His Covenant. 

The Lord turned to the captivity of His people (Deut. xxx. 3). 
Their distress was because they, by their own alienation, had made 
Him turn away from them. The Lord turned the captivity, or re- 
stored the prosperity of Job (Job xlii. 10. Lit.: "turned the 
turning"). 

Zion is the heavenly centre to which the Church must look in her 
distress, however much that central principle of Divine power may 
seem to be set aside. No help can spring up to the Church from 
the world outside. "God is in the midst of her." He can restore. 
He will accomplish the triumph. 

GOD SEEKING A MAN AFTER HIS OWN HEART 

The fool's heart bids him boast, "God there is none" : 

Corrupt abominations have they done ; 

No ; there's not one that doeth good, not one ! 

This Psalm is j 'ehovistic. The renegades are children of the Covenant , 

2 The sons of men the Lord from heav'n survey'd 
To see if but one heart, by prudence sway'd, 
With suppliant love would sue tow'rds God for aid. 

God looks doum as He did before the Flood. Afflictions prozte •whether we have an 
understanding heart. 

3 Backsliders all of them ! A fetid whole ! 
Read forth the names of men ! On all the roll 
There's none that doeth good, no, not one soul ! 

The trial is individual 
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4 Since all work villainy, is knowledge fled? 
They eat my people simply as their bread, 
And me, the Lord, have not solicited. 

1 4t ■ j. . i.,i j,.„v,rstlith loft to the brethren 

We are not to trade upon our brethren I needs ; but praiir ivan i* 

■will surely bring God 's blessing. 

c, Iiehold them how they fear with deadly fear, 
For to the righteous race God bideth near. 

If they were true to the Covenant, Coditioulil tetp them. 

d Ye shame the counsel of th' Afflicted One, 
Because His Refuge is the Lord alone. 

The Afflicted One is the true Counsellor. The world seems the promises of the Crucified 

7 Israel's salvation ! Now from Zion speed ! 
When the Lord turns to turn His people's need, 
Then Jacob shall be glad, Israel rejoice indeed ! 

God turn, to His people u-ken they turn to Hius. Hebrings then out of the bondage 
of sin. Zion is the p ropke I ic cen tre of benediction. 



PSALM 15. 

THE LIKENESS OF JESUS 

A Psalm of David 

CONTEMPLATE the life of Jesus sojourning upon earth and the 
glory wherein He reigns. Thou must he like Hun here, if thou 
would'st reign with Him in His glory. We must put away from 
us the glory of earth, but we must seek the glory of Heaven, not 
for our own ambition, but in filial love to God, that, .n glorifying us, 
He may be glorified. 

Seek th. perfection which is in Jesus, the nghteousness wind. 
His Divine life gives to His members, the truth which shall guide 
thy words if thy heart is filled with His love. 

Be like Him a neighbour to thy fellowmen, loving them as 
thyself, true in word and deed, and jealous to maintain their honour 
against all misrepresentation. 

Be lowly in thine own sight, regarding thy sms with abhorrence. 
Give special honour to those who would live for God, and shrink 
not from that which thou hast promised. Whatever it cost thee, 
Cod can give thee more if thou walkest in love. 

Seek not the wealth of this world at thy neighbour's cost, but 
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shrink from gain unless thou hast earned it by what shall be a 
good return. Tliy wealth is but fraud if thou enrich thyself at the 
cost of thy helpless neighbour. 

There is no security for thee in outward possessions, hut if thou 
I i vest true to God's will, thou shall always be free from harm. 

This Psalm answers the question with which the last Psalm 
closed. Jesus, Messiah, is a Guest in the Divine Tent by reason 
of His human nature. Me is the Shekinah dwelling on the holy 
Hill of the Eternal Covenant, making Zion to be a centre of 
blessing, not only to the ancient Israel, but to the suiTering people 
who looked to God from every nation of the world in every age of 
the world's history. 

Life in the world to all of us is as a journey. We must feel that 
we are sojourning in God's Tent. Unless we do so, we cannot 
claim to dwell upon God's holy Hill in the glory of eternal life. 
"Our citizenship is in Heaven." If so, we must remember that 
the Psalmist's words belong to us—' 1 1 am a stranger with Thee, 
and a sojourner as all my fathers were" (Ps, 39. 14). 

JAH, THE DIVINE TATTERN 

j Lord, who as guest Thy tent's blest care shall tell ? 
Who on Thy Holy Hill rise up to dwell? 

2 His walk be perfect ! Righteousness his deed ! 
The Word of Truth shall from his heart proceed. 

This is the first ot-cun'encc of the 7i>prd truth" in the Psalter, It is the utterance 
of Messiah. ThtlastotturrttueisFs. 146.6. 

3 He tolerates no tripping with his tongue,— 
No act that tends to his companion's wrong, 
Nor to his neighbours lets reproach belong. 



4 Despised in bis own sight, refused, abhorr'd, 
Yet glorifies he those that fear the Lord. 
His oath, though to his hurt, is ne'er ignored. 

Eternal fritik the laiu of the new •world. 

5 He gives not silver for usurious pride, 
Nor wounds the innocent by bribes belied. 
Who thus shall act, shall aye unmoved abide. 

IJ V latf reward against the iuttfre.it when -we connive at worldly maxims^ so as 
iff destroy by our example souh wltich Christ hit* redeemed. 
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PSALM 16. 

THE ETERNAL JOV ASSURED TO US IN BEING 

SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD UNTO CHRIST 



Micktam of David 

If thou wouldst be like Christ (Ps. 15.) thou must fake refuge in 
Christ. Own Him as thy Master. Seek Him as thy portion. 
Rejoice in the fellowship of His saints who are now abiding in 
His glory. 

V. 3 is very obscure, but it helps us to realise that strength which 
we should gain from the Communion of Saints if we would lift up 
our hearts more constantly to contemplate the perfection of their 
joy with Christ who, while they were upon the earth, suffered with 
Him. 

Shall we not count it the greatest joy to suffer for Him as they 
suffered ? 

Follow not the people of the world in the festivities of their 
idol- worship— pleasure, wealth, fame I Alas ! what shedding of 
blood belongs to them ! Be not wedded to this world. Offer to 
God the oblation of a heart dead to the world, and renewed to 
heavenly aspirations by the everliving Blood of Jesus Who is thy 
portion and the blessedness of ihy cup. "We are heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ." Earth's bitterness expands into the 
fulness of God if we feed truly upon the Body of the glorified 
Saviour. 

The Incarnate Word shall be thy Counsellor, How wilt thou 
praise God eternally for the discipline given thee during this night- 
season of thine earthly life ! We must meet all perplexities, not 
with human cleverness evading them, but with simplicity of child- 
like trust in God, so as to he sanctified by them. They prove us, 
whether we are living for Cod or lor the world. 

The Spirit of Christ will be thy (.uide. If we are led by the 
Spirit of God, we shall find Him at our Right Hand, giving us 
firmness and stability. Wc shall always have Divine strength to 
do what the Divine guidance wills us to do. Death cannot 
separate thee from Christ. He will make death to be a door of 
life, if thou art dead with Him to this sinful world, looking to His 
joy at the Right Hand of the Father. 
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TO LIFE THROUGH DEATH 
! Preserve me, Godhead ! Thou my Refuge art ! 

The Godhead Ike inherent strength op Christ's Manhood. 

2 I call'd the Lord ! ' " My Master Thou must be ! 
AH good I have is nought compar'd with Thec.' : 

3 I called the holy ones on earth who dwell : 
'Tis my delight their brilliant ranks to tell. 

4 Many their woes who some strange god would dower ; 
Blood of oblations ne'er with these I pour : 

No blessings on their name my lips implore. 

5 The Lord my 'pportioned share, my cup, shall be 
Thou mak'st my lot secure eternally. 

6 My lines are fall'n where countless sweets combine ; 
Yea, a delightsome heritage is mine ! 

Christ's life a trite fellowship with God. lit glorifies His saints in Himself. \A 
very obscure passage, \ Christ redeemed all men, tut intercedes for His members. 
Earth (y liniita lions cha nged into rcsn rrtetion trior}', Ch risl is (he Heir. 

7 I bless the Lord ! * My Counsellor is He I 
Yea ! Night by night my reins admonish me. 

8 I set the Lord 3 in front, my constant Guide, 
My right hand's Guardian ! All unmuv'd ! bide. 

9 Joy fills my heart ! With glee my glory swells ! 
Yea ! Now my flesh with trustful stillness dwells ! 

10 My soul to Slieol Thou never wilt forsake, 
Nor let Thy saint of sin's foul chasm partake. 

1 1 The path of life to me Thou wilt make known. 
Joys stored in plenty where Thy Face hath shone, 
Sweets ne'er to fade, at Thy Right Hand I own. 

He learnt obedience oj> suffering. } lis heart rewarded. His soul personally 
glorified. His flesh waiting for resurrection. His Manltcod left to die upon the Cross. 
His Godhead showing itself in the triumph down in Sneot. His fiesk not ts see the 
corruption of the grave. His ascension to God's Kight /land. 



PSALM 17. 

THE SAINTS PERFECTED IN CONFORMITY WITH GOD 

A Prayer. DavhVs 

The prayer which God will hear must have God's glory for its 
object. ]t must not be a wavering or double-minded prayer 
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(James i. 6, 8). It must rise up to God as the outcome of a life 
obedient to Him. We cannot expect God's Omnipotence to work 
our will unless we yield ourselves with integrity and effort to do 
His will. 

Speak to the Father in the Name of Christ. If thou claim His 
righteousness as one of His members, thou must take heed that 
thy life is consecrated to act and to suffer along with Mini in all 
things. 

Accept therefore the discipline whereby God would prove thy 
heart. Light shines from the Cross in the darkest night. The 
Spirit of God will refine thee with heavenly fire. Follow Christ. 
The Cross will sustain thee so that thou shalt not slip. 

The Son of God gave His life to save thee. He will keep thee 
as the apple of His Eye. He feels all thy sufferings, knows thy 
needs, sees thy dangers, shelters thee with the wings of His Holy 
Spirit. Fear not. Look to God. The Sword of His Spirit, the 
Right Hand of the avenging Mediator, shall rescue thee. 

How miserable is the dulness of the world, so proud of that 
which is so profitless. Instead of rejoicing in God's gifts as His 
children, they find themselves enslaved to a world of death. What 
we recognise as coming from God ennobles us, whether it be joyous 
or sad. The outward accidents of life are a bond of communion 
with God, if we know them to be the ordering of His love. 

The world goelh about to slay the righteous, like their father 
the devil. He is the lion : wicked men the lion-cubs. Christ will 
appear in due season and destroy them with the breath of His 
Mouth. The world leaves all that it has to the tyranny of Death. 
Death devours, despoils, distributes everything in this perishing 
world. If we are dead to the world, we pass on through 
death to feed without weariness or stint upon the exhaustless 
plenitude of everlasting life. 

HEAVENLY SATISFACTION IN CONFORMITY WITH GOD 
The Righteousness of the All-Perfect Saviour 

i O Lord, hear 1 righteousness ! Hark 3 ! My cry rings ! 

List ;i ! For my prayer from lips all guileless springs ! 
2 Now from Thy face my judgement shall proceed ! 

Now to uprightness let Thine eyes give heed 1 

The saints plead the righteousness 0/ Christ dwelling in them, 
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His Innocency proved by Suffering 

3 Thou sound'st l mine heart ! By night Thou visitest 2 — 
Refinest" me ! Nought find'st Thou to molest, 

No scheme of evil by my mouth exprest. 

4 Whate'er men do, the word Thy lips decreed 
Is my sole rule, the spoiler's paths to heed. 

5 1 plant my treadings in Thy wheel -worn way : 
So shall my steps ne'er totter with dismay. 

Temptations by rt'H spirits. Personal communion with Co./. 
Appeal for Resurrection 

6 Godhead ! I cry to Thee ! Thou wilt reply ! 
Stretch out ' Thine ear ! Hear ' J Thou my Litany ! 

7 In wonder show 3 Thy mercies ! Thy Right Hand 
Saves refugees from the rebellious band. 

The Human Nature abiding in the Divine Protection 

8 Keep me as light's loved child, where eyesight springs ! 
Secrete me 'neath the shadow of Thy wings ! 

9 "From wicked men ! They seek my sou! to crush— 
These deadly foes of mine that round me rush ! 

Temptations from the world. 
The Arrogance of the Ungodly 

to In fat insensibility they hide, 

And with their mouth they utter words of pride. 
n As we step forth they compass me around : 

They set their eyes to stretch me on the ground. 

12 lie's like a lion, coveting to tear— 
A lion-cub that bides in secret lair. 

The people of tke world. They are like their father. He is iht Prince of the world. 

Imprecation upon Antichrist 

13 Rise, Lord ! Confront him ! Make the Wicked kneel ! 
Rescue my sou! ! In him Thy sword reveal ! 

14 Thy Hand, Lord ! Life's brief space these men would seize ! 
This life their lot, fed from Thy treasuries, 

With plenteous offspring, babes their legatees ! 

15 Be mine ; on Thee to gaze in righteousness, 

And wake— O plenreous joy !— Thine image to possess. 

The coming of Christ in glory. The world witl not escknowkdgs God as the .luthor 
of all their enjoyments. The hope of the Oivinefmition to eternity. 



SECOND QUINDECAD 

Psalms 1S.-32. 

INTRO nUCTORV NOTE 

THE CHAMPION IN HIS STRUGGLE AND HIS VICTORY 

p s . ig_We have here the Divine Sonship of Him who 
comes into this world to be the Divine Champion 
against the powers of darkness. The cherub hosts 
wait upon Him. He is the First-born whom God calls 
out of Egypt to accomplish His victory. He comes in 
the fulness of filial love, to rescue humanity. The 
powers of the spiritual world tremble before Him. The 
cherubs accompany. He is the Word of power, up- 
lifting humanity. As man He fulfils all righteousness 
and manifests the perfections of the Godhead. His 
manhood is glorified so that He takes llisfplace therein 
upon the Father's Throne. He suffered in our nature, 
and conquered the powers of darkness. Those who 
reject Him have no Saviour. The Gentiles take the 
place of the Jews entering into the New Covenant, The 
Doxology celebrates His deliverance from the jews and 
His exaltation among the Gentiles. 

Ps. 19.— The Incarnate Word is the Creator of the 
Universe. The sun is the type of 1 lim who- comes 
to be the Bridegroom of the New Creation. His glory 

was manifested in the giving of the law to the covenant 

us 
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people. He is the promised Avenger of mankind 
against Satan. 

Ps. 20. — Messiah is set before us, going forth to His 
struggle. He goes forth from the Temple of God, with 
sacrifices that have proved favourable. Thus is signified 
the predestination of the Incarnate Sonship, the Eternal 
idea of the Divine Mind which the Son of God comes 
to fulfil. 

Ps. 21. — This Psalm celebrates the victory of Messiah, 
typified by David's victory over Ammon. The following 
Psalms give the detail. 

Ps. 22. — The struggle of Messiah against the powers 
of darkness, and His suffering amidst the bitterness of 
His human enemies, are here briefly depicted with the 
utmost detail. He has to endure all in the solitude of 
His human nature without the intervention of Divine 
succour in any external assistance. At length the 
Divine Power is manifested in the moment of death, 
giving Him deliverance. The latter part of the Psalm 
contains thanksgiving for His acceptance, and a 
prophecy of its results, the institution of the Christian 
Church as a Divine Family, His supernatural offspring. 
The Eucharistic Sacrifice is their Food, and His work 
of triumph is to be commemorated through all 
generations. 

Ps. 23. — The Champion of God, having conquered 
Satan, has acquired to Himself, by right of victory, the 
captives who were under the power of death. These, 
therefore, now shall henceforth live with a Divine life. 
The Redeemer is acknowledged by the faithful as the 
Good Shepherd, who leads them forth from the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death by the baptismal waters of 
comfort in the Holy Ghost, and with the Eucharistic 
Food for their journey to strengthen them against their 
enemies. 
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Ps. 24.— Messiah appears in the full possession of the 
authority given to Him both in Heaven and earth. It 
is His by birthright. It also is His by Divine approval, 
for in Him is realized the prescribed character of God's 
elect servant, as detailed in Ps. 15. He, therefore, now 
quits the sphere where He has "borne witness to the 
truth." He descends into the lower parts of the earth as 
Conqueror, and the powers of darkness are obliged to 
confess that He is Lord. They cannot find any fault 
in Him, so as to make Him their captive. He rises 
from the dead The angel hosts on high acknowledge 
Him to be the King of Glory, because He brings with 
Him the multitudes, the hosts, redeemed from the 
grave. 

Ps. 25. — An Alphabetical Psalm implies the restora- 
tion of order. The Ascension of the Son of Man to the 
predestined throne shows that the Divine creative plan 
is now accomplished. " The earth is the Lord's." It has 
been rescued from the rebellious powers of darkness. 
By Messiah's triumph it becomes the abode of righteous- 
ness. Ps. 5. expressed the longing for righteousness, 
for the glory of the Resurrection- Morn. Ps. 2$. speaks of 
that righteousness as now being achieved. Messiah wins 
the Divine approval, treading the way of the Holy Cross, 
and longs to be led forward in the way of truth, as befits 
the glory of His Sonship, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Thus would He be set free from the bondage 
of original sin under which Humanity has hitherto been 
held. He, Himself, was subject to this bondage as an 
outward condition, although, as having in Himself the 
Spirit of God, He was not affected by its taint. Now, 
then, human nature, redeemed in the Person of Christ, 
becomes the personal object ofthe Father's mercy. We 
learn the meekness and righteousness of Christ. We 
look to inherit the land of righteousness. Foes are 

VOL. [[. v, 
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many, but God's covenant of perfectness and upright- 
ness is all-sufficient to deliver us. 

The letter Vav, i.e. 6 (symbolical of sin), is omitted, 
and the letter Pc i.e. So (symbolical of regeneration), is 
added at the end. Also Qoph, i.e. ioq, is wanting, for 
the perfection is not yet attained, but Rcsh is substituted 
to express the intensified longing which is symbolized 
by the number 200. So the acrostics harmonize with the 
drift of the Psalm. 

Ps. 26. — The spotless Priest calls upon God for 
recognition. Me has washed the hands of His 
human itj' in the innocency of Divine Life, and thus 
claims the privileges of a true priest by virtue of His 
eternal Sonship. His Body is the house where God's 
glory dwells, and He has kept Himself separate from 
sinners. Thus He looks to claim redemption from the 
slavery of Satan, in which all mankind were held. 

Ps. 27.— This Body of Christ is the temple of light 
wherein we are to find salvation. His prayerful 
allegiance to God has been proved, and now He waits 
to be exalted upon the Throne of Glory. This has 
been the ]ity wherewith He bore His struggle. "Seek ye 
My face," was the call ever present to His soul. 

Ps. 28. — The struggle is concluded. The Champion 
claims that God shall not let Him be dragged away 
with the workers of iniquity. They must receive the 
works of their hands. I Ie comes forward blessing the 
Lord for His triumph. Truly the Father has heard His 
prayer. In virtue of the Sonship He has found strength 
and safety. It is the Holy Ghost whose presence has 
been the energetic strength of the Sonship sustaining 
His human heart. 

Ps. 29. — The sevenfold triumph of the Incarnate 
Word exalted now above the heavenly water- floods ! 
All glory is to be given to Him. It is the acclamation 
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ot the Host of Heaven rejoicing in the redemption ot 
earth, while the powers of darkness tremble. 

p s . 30. — David's exultation when he dedicated the 
house after conquering Mount Zion leads us up to 
the glorification of Christ's Body, " the house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." The misery of 
fallen humanity in its weakness is no longer to affect 
the glory of the great victory. The righteous enter 
along with Him. The sackcloth of sin is loosed and 
the glad girdle of righteousness put on. 

p s 3I> — This series ends with the Psalm whereby 
Jesus upon the Cross commended His soul into the 
hands of the Eternal Father. That commendation is 
the consummation of His work, as He " leaves the world 
and goes to the Father." He pleads II is suffering 
condition, the merits of His passion, wherein His 
human nature has been so reduced, that He becomes 
a reproach to His neighbours. This complaint is 
changed into exultation. The wicked shall be ashamed. 
He Himself rises up to the glory of God, and happy arc 
those who take refuge in Him. Their life is "hidden 
with Him in God." 

A Maschil, or instruction, gathers up the teaching 
so that we may take up our cross and follow Christ. 
Ps. 32. brings the Quindecad to a close. 

[> s< 32. The second Adam is thus perfected in the 

happiness of Divine life. Messiah has borne our 
transgression, struggling with Satan on our behalf, 
and has covered our sinfulness with the joyous health 
of regenerate life. Sin is imputed to us no more if we 
abide in Christ. In Him we must abide. We must 
not be like horse and mule, needing external compulsion, 
but as the eyes of our understanding are enlightened 
by the Holy Ghost, we must "walk in love as God's dear 
children" (Kph. v. 1). 
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Songs of deliverance encompass *the triumphant 
warrior, and those who seek for refuge in Him as 
their Deliverer arc compassed about with mercy. 
Gladness is their eternal portion. 

PSALM j 8 

THE DELIVERANCE OF THE REGENERATE SOUL 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord, who spake 
to the Lord the words of this song in the day the L.ord had delivered 
him from the grasp of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul, and 
he said ; J will love thee, etc. 

Oh marvellous satisfaction, when the soul shall awake up to 
behold God's glory in the perfection of the resurrect ion -life ! 
The beloved who has served the Lord with loving obedience, 
wakes up in freedom from all enemies, in the full fruition of Divine 
Love. 

I, Anticipate that awakening. Let the tenderness of thy love 
respond to the Infinite Love of the Lord thy Creator, the Lord thy 
Redeemer, the Lord Who inspires thee for His praise 1 

. He is the firmness of thy love. Thine own sentiment were too 
feeble for the devotion clue to Him. 

Hide thyself in Christ as the Crag ok Cleft. Oh, that wounded 
side! It is a place of sure defence. Thou wast undone. He is 
thy Rescuer. He took hold of thee, ere thou couldst take hold of 
Him. He is thy God, the Rock whose eternal Sonship will give 
thee firm footing, the Messianic King with whom thou must take 
refuge, a Shield to thee as to Abraham, so that faith may ward off 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. These cannot pierce to those 
who have a life hidden with Christ in God. He is the Horn of 
Salvation, enabling thee to thrust them down, the high Tower 
which they cannot reach. 

How great His love to thee, as God ! How tender in the 
sympathies of a brother, sharing with thee in thine earthly need ! 

The Spirit of God will enable thee to praise Him, while He 
teaches thee how thine adoration must find its loving utterance in 
praise. The new-born soul must praise God in newness of life as 
the redeemed ones who follow the Lamb upon Mount Zion. 

II. Evil powers pursue thee, the world with the cords of death, 
the flesh with its floods of rottenness, Satan with the cords of Sheol. 
Death, Belial, Sheol ! Then the second death coming hastily. 
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Jesus hears thy cry : fear not I * 

III. Earthquake and thunderstorm wait upon His word. 
Terrors in the outer world are but symbols of spiritual realities. 
How little dost thou know the spiritual conflict which centres 
round thine own person, the angels of God contending with the 
powers of darkness. Think of Elisha and his servant. Open 
thine eyes by faith to behold the spiritual powers which maintain 
thy cause, fighting round thee. How strange that we in our 
earthly environments are so little aware of them I How strange 
that we are so dead to the consciousness of Christ's indwelling 
Presence within ourselves. This indwelling makes our enemies 
as active as they are. They see. They value though not in love 
but in hate. We do not see the Body of Christ, although we bear 
it within ourselves. Though we do not see, we ought to love. 

IV. Behold, then, by faith how the Incarnate Presence is borne 
onward upon the cherub-car. Thou art not solitary. The whole 
Church, the Body of Christ, moves as an undivided Body. That 
cloudy terror is a booth wherein the mystery of the Incarnate 
Majesty is enshrined. Humbly invoke the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Gleams of light and love shine forth with Divine power of 
encouragement upon the faithful soul. Hailstones and coals of 
fire overwhelm thy pursuers, but the faithful soul shall be set free 
thereby. 

V. God's voice is angry thunder to the ungodly, but amidst the 
thunder there is an articulate Voice which thine heart should hear. 
The ministries of grace are arrows of love to those who welcome 
them for the destruction of the flesh, but lightning flashes of doom 
to those who go away and are scattered. 

VI. The redeeming Hand of Divine Power holds thee in its 
grasp, and draws thee out of the mighty waters of iniquity. The 
very act of deliverance makes thy nature quake. Well is it if thou 
feel its power. God, in the manifestation of His anger, would 
destroy not thee but thy sin. Christ gives thee His Cross to be 
thy staff. Py the Cross His Soul went forth in freedom from the 
struggle. He went forth as the accepted Conqueror. Thou must 
go forth as being accepted in Him. "The Father Himself loveth 
you because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I came 
forth from Cod." Oh, the joy of going forth in the freedom which is 
beyond the grave I 

VII. Do not distrust God. He will not let thee suffer wrong- 
fully. His well-beloved Son was proved by the endurance of 
suffering. If God lets thee suffer, it is in order that He may prove 
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thee, soihat thou shall obtain an abundant reward according to the 
fulness of His love. 

VIII. As thou livest for Him here, so shalt thou find Him in the 
day of manifestation. If we have lived in His love, we shall find 
His love. If we have resisted Him, we shall lind that He is a 
Conqueror, from whose vengeance we cannot escape. 

Pious love is the bond between father and child. 

Perfection is the complete organisation of moral character. 

Cleanness is the absence of actual defilement. 

Give thyself to Cod, with the reasonable service which shows 
that Christ is thy life and thy righteousness. Then wik thou 
become like Him and see Him as He is. The perverse shall not 
find Him indifferent. The activity of His loving Being is turned 
to indignation and wrath. 

IX,— Think of the lamp promised to David which was evermore to 
shine before God. Look up to Jesus as the true Light, which shall 
brighten thy darkness with the illumination of grace. No troops of 
hostile power^can resist the burning power of His Word. No barrier 
can limit its operation. He is a shield which no enemy can pierce. 

X. — God is drawing thee to Himself by the Holy Ghost, in whom 
the Father and the Son dwell for evermore, One God. Jesus Christ 
is the Rock, the Foundation on which the Church is built. The 
Holy Ghost dwelling in Christ will gird thee with Divine power. 
Blessed are those who stand with Christ upon Mount Zion, "hinds 
of the morning' 1 (Ps. 22.), leaping on the heavenly hills. Look for 
Him to fill thee with His power. 

XL— Think of Jesus reach 'ng from on High to lift thee up, yea, 
coming down to the lowliness of our estate on earth, sharing our 
woes in conflict with our enemy, to set us free. He, by His 
victory, has obtained for us the glorious liberty of spiritual life 
where no infirmities can any longer hold us down, nor any tempta- 
tion cause us to stumble. 

XII. — Look with faith to Christ. He will strengthen thee to 
conquer thine enemies in I lis Name. Act in His strength, for thou 
must not leave any habit of sin unsubdued. 

XIII. — Think how evil spirits which have tempted thee cry out 
unto the Lord. They would accuse thee. The ungodly of earth in 
like manner revile thee because God delivers thee. Call up the 
power of the Holy Ghost to drive them away, as the dust of the 
earth out of which thou art made, but to which thou canst no longer 
belong. Empty out of thine heart all remains of evil habits, as 
rottenness, the mire of the streets. 
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XlV.-Jesus Christ is Head over all things to H,s Church 
Hear Him claiming thee as one of His members, that thou mayest 
henceforth serve Him, and He will dehver thee. 

Be not as the Jews who were His covenant people and rejected 
Him Remember that « thou stablest by faith." 1 iear the vo.ee of 
me Sprk speaking to thee individually, and to all the churches, 
"od seeks to' dehver thee from the carnal heart of *<^*g 
Come forth from the stronghold of thy stubbornness, and yield 
myself captive to Christ. . 

XV -Praise the Father, the source of eternal ,fe. &*££* 
exalt Jesus, the Hock of thy salvation. Praise and s,ng to God m 
the power of the Holy Ghost, who is Himself the eternal bond of 
life, proceeding from the Father and the Son. 

THE VOCATION OF THE DIVINE SERVANT 



Invocation 



He said 



„ Heart's love ! The Lord, 1 is my firm stay ! 

3 The Lord J -Crag, Fortress, Rescuer, 
Godhead, my Rock, for refuge He, 

My Shield, my saving Horn, my Tower ! 

4 Praised Lord :i ! To Kim I'll make my cry 

And safelv thus my foes defy. . 

Invention.' L r«f, "fl <*'«■ '""■ ■ W MJMWI5 IU 5HWW < M 

with the confidant of !>h-im: £ titty- 



The Saviours Ai>i>eal OH He enters into the World 

5 The cords of death environ'd me : 
Pelial's flood enhorror'd me : 

6 The cords of Sheol encompass'd me : 
And snares of death confronted me. 

The tf«fe of.itatk arc * *fi« «f «te «** &*#***< *#» «*** "" W """ 
Sif that they cammlttt'ii tkt'ttt^ ^_ . 

71. j; FonrtBS, I's. 91. «1 Rescuer, Is. 17- "J + ■ ' g L 
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7 In straits I crieii untu ihc hold : 
Unto my God th' appeal I pour'd. 

In temple throned, my voice He hears : 
My appeal before Him strikes His ears. 

lit 
Attendant Convulsions of the Spiritual World 

8 What shivering, shuddering, seized ihe earth 1 
The mountain basements shook with dread. 
They shudder'd 'ncath His scorching rage : 

9 See, from His nostril smoke ascends ! 
See, from [lis mouth devouring flume ! 
See ! coals of fury blaze thereby ! 

to He bows the heavens. So comes He down t 
Beneath His feet black terrors frown ! 

ThtcQHVuUian.sa.ttki Exodus were typical of convulsions itt the spiritual world, 
attendant upon Christ's redemption. 

IV 

i 

The Cherub Chariot 

1 1 The cherub chariot speeds his flight : 

He swoops on wide-spread wings of wind. 

12 He sets the dark therein to hide, 
His hooth around him, there to bide. 
Dark waters piled in storm-clouds wide, 

13 Th' unburden 'd clouds th' effulgence own : 
Hailstones and fiery coals come down. 

Alt heavenly powers waited upon Christ. Tlicy wait en Him still, and wilt come 
with llim when lie returns in Judgement. 



The Manifestation of the Word 

14 The Lord in heav'n His thunder wakes : 
He, the Most High, gives forth His voice. 
He sends His shafts, dispersing them, 

15 Thick lightnings to discomfit them. 
Channels appear, where waters flow'd : 
The basements of the world lie bare, 

16 Lord, how Thy stern rebuke they find, 

Thy nostrils breath, Thy blasting wind. 

The Word of God inter threw the Egyptians, delivered David, villi deliver the 
Church, and mterthraw all enemies. At the Crucifixion the pavers of darkness were 
overthrown. So the triumph af the Church is mainly spiritual, not merely external 
and terrestrial. It is a. triumph which waits to Se manifested hereafter. 
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VI 

The Deliverance of the Manhood 

17 He reach'd l from High, uplifting me— 
From mighty waters drew" me forth 

18 From my strong foe He set me free, 3 
From haters that o'ermateb'd my strength. 

19 Me they confront, when weighted sore ; 
But still the Lord my Staff is found, 

so He leads, with largeness sets me free ; 
Yea 1 He Himself delights in me. 

The Divine Nature drew forth the Man hoed from fire wsnth and from the grave, 
and will draw forth the Uody of Christ from this world of time and sinfulness. He is 
ever drawing us as J I is people out of the great deep. The resurrection of Christ and 
our own resurrection in Rapt ism. 



Vtl 

The Righteous Claims of the Beloved 

21 The Lord requites my righteousness : 
My pure hands He shall recompense : 

22 For 1 the Lord's ways always heed, 
Nor wickedly forsake my God. 

23 His judgements are my constant aim : 
Ne'er thrust 1 His decretals hence; 

24 With Him still perfect will I be, 
Keeping from mine iniquity. 

Jesus "kept His Father's commandments, and abode in His love." testis tad; upon 
Himsctfoiirflcsh, but by the Eternal Spirit He presented Himself without spot to God. 



VIII 

The Justice of all God's Dealings 

25 The Lord returns my righteousness ; 
My purity of hand 1 1c sees. 

36 To saintly love Thou showest love : 
The perfect Thy perfection finds : 

37 Pure shines Thy truth on one kept pure : 
With one perverse a wrestler sure ! 

28 'Tis Thine to save th' afflicted race, 
But lofty eyes Thou dost abase. 

God is manifest to our perceptions in proportion as we arc conformed to Pits likeness. 
The same wardjor" loving " is applied to Coil once again in the J 'Salter (IV. 14S 17,) 
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IX 
The Glorificotion of Messiah's Humanity 

29 Thou, Lord, my God, my lamp dost light r 
how th' effulgence quells my night. 

30 By Thee I make a troop to fall. 
And by my Hod o'erleap the wall. 

31 The Godhead 1 Terfect is His way : 
Fire-proven all the Lord doth say : 
A shield for refugees for aye. 

Ukur was the " IVatl" boundary af F-gypl, There the Amalekites dwelt who took 
captive Davids wives. 

X 

The Consitbstaniial Godhead 

32 For who is Deity? The Lord ! 
What Rock ? Our God alone ador'd ! 

33 Godhead 1 With force He girds my loins- 
Gives the perfection He enjoins. 

34 Like some swift hind He makes me fleet ; 
Firm on my heights He plants my feet, 

35 He trains my hands for war's alarm : 
The brass bow bends beneath mine arm. 

The Rock is the special title of the Covenant Cod, the Divine Sonship whereon 
Christ builds His Church. 

XI 

The Condescending Power of the Incarnation 

36 Thou giv'st me Thy salvation's shield : 
Thy Hand to me firm stay shall yield, 
Thy woes for me have wealth conceal'd. 

37 Large space for march Thou dost prepare, 
Mine ankles shall not stumble there. 

" Thy woes": the Tassion of Chiiit preparing for the glory of the resurrection. 
" Meeinesc" in Ps. 45. 5. The meekness which stooped to the Cross. 

XII 

The Overthrow of the Powers of Darkness 

38 On then ! Still 00 ! My foes I'll track, 
Nor till they perish, turn me back. 

39 So will I smite, that none shall rise : 
Their fallen host down-trampled lies. 

40 Thou gird est me with force for fight— 
Bid'st rebels kneel before my might. 

4r Thou giv'st my foes their neck to show', 
And all who hate, fall whelm'd and low. 

The victory of Christ to be carried on in IheChure'i until nit enemies ate suliined. 
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XIII 

The Uftcr Perdition of the Lost 

42 They make appeal, hut none can save ; 
The Lord to them no answer gave. 

43 Crush'd like the dust, when whirlwinds play, 
I'll shovel them, like mire, away. 



XIV 
The J 'cuts rejecting the Messiah ; the Gentiles accepting Him. 

44 The people strive : Thou rescuest me, 
The Gentiles' Head ordain 'd to be ! 
Art unknown people serve with glee. 

45 Their ear but hears, and prompt they rise : 
The alien children mock with lies, 

46 See, how the alien children fail — 

Look from their prison-walls— and quail ! 

T/ie 7«W bicautc aliens by rejeetinc Messiah. Jesus becomes Head of the 'Jcntilc 
world. 

XV 

DOXOLOGV 

(i.) Deliverance from the J civs 

47 Hail, living Lord ! My Kock be blest 1 
My Saviour : God's high power confest I 

48 Godhead ! He jjives me vengeance meet — 
Subdues the peoples 'neath my feet. 

49 My Rescuer : though foes be strong, 
Thou lift'st me from the rebel throng — 
Deliv'rest from the man of cruel wrong. 

Cud overrules even the unbelief of the Jews for the final triumph of J lis Church. 

(ti.) Exaltation among the Gentiles 

50 Therefore, 'midst Gentiles, thanks I'll bring ! 
Lord, to Thy Name my psalms I'll sing! 

51 He to His King salvation shows, 
And mercy on His Christ bestows, 

On David and bis seed, while still the Eternal flows ! 

Jl 'e must lookfmiuard to the conversion of , ill nations and the restoration of Israel 
in the lUemal Kingdom. 
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PSALM 19. 

PRAISE TO GOD IN NATURE AND IN GRACE 

To the Precentor, A Psalm of David 

Consider the material heavens as exhibiting the glory of God. 
The sun as the central power is the symbol of the Sun of 
Righteousness, the Giver of Light and Strength, the foundation 
whereon the constellated glory of the Church must repose. 

Hear The voice of God speaking through their silent obedience. 
His Word sustains them. 

That same voice speaks in thine heart, and thou must live to 
set forth the glory of God in the covenant of grace. Jesus is the 
Bridegroom of the soul. 

The soul has its times of day and night, of joy and sorrow. The 
one calls thee to utterance of praise. The other hushes thec in the 
intensity of faithful experience. In both Jesus makes Himself 
known. 

He gave the law of old. He gives thee now the better law of 
the spirit. The old law was spiritual. In the new taw thou art 
taken out of the weakness of the flesh, that thou mayest live in its 
spiritual power. Give thyself to Him with the wisdom of child-like 
simplicity, trusting in His sure promises, rejoicing in all that He 
gives Thee to do, walking steadfastly in the light of His moral 
control, so as to be illuminated by the holy love wherein it is 
fulfilled. Let holy fear keep thee from swerving, and the discipline 
of His Providence speed thec in righteousness. 

O the riches, the sweetness, the illumination, of a life thus lived 
with Christ ! Let Him be thy joy, and He shall find joy in thee. 
He is the Rock on whom thou mayest stand secure. He who has 
delivered thee from thine enemies will avenge thee and betroth 
thee to Himself in eternal love. 

The two parts of this Psalm arc quite different in structure from 
one another, but they are not distinct compositions. The first sets 
forth the physical glory of creation. The second declares the 
moral glory of the Creator. The one leads on to the other. 

The whole Psaira introduces a yet nobler theme, the glory of 
Redemption. This is indicated by the last word— my Avenger. 
The following decade exhibits the great Avenger going forth to His 
struggle with the enemy. In Ps. 22. we see the intensity of the 



PSAT.M 



77 



fight. Ps. 29. identifies the Redeemer in His victory with Him 
whose Kingdom was prepared of old when the earth was destroyed 
by the waters of the flood. 

GOD, CREATOR, LEGISLATOR AND REDEEMER 



THE GLORY OF GOD MANIFESTED IN CREATION 

m 

The Inarticulate Universe 

2 The Godhead's glory heavens declare : 
Space heralds what His Hands j ire pa re. 

3 Each day to day o'orflows with speech : 
And night to night doth knowledge teach. 

4 No speech, 110 words, make music swell ; 
With voice unheard their talc they tell. 

7^1! tenittt/ul artier <•/ the nu/w.int Heavens imiicnles it higher (entity of iuoi at 
reltttittni/11'fs wiha it sywMiies. 

m 

The Impersonal Universe a Parable 

5 Through all the earth their tine is gone, 
To the world's end their strain runs cm — 
A tent He makes them for the sun. 

6 That bridegroom tpiits his curtain'd bed, 
Ecstatic, gianUlike, his tread ! 

7 See from the end of heaven he goes : 
The ends of heaven his circuit close, 
All nature with his glory glows. 

Tie Sun 0/ Xig/ifeviisuc-u « '*« BrfdtglMM e/ Ike s^it limit universe. 

II 
THE GLOFV OP GOli MANIFESTED IN REVELATION 

& 

The Elevating Power of the Law 

8 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul from ties : 
The Lord,— I lis witness is faithful. The simple it makes to 

be wise. 
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9 The Lord,— Upright are His precepts, transporting the heart 
with glee. 
The Lord,— His commandment is pure, giving light, that the 
eyes may see. 
10 The fear of the Lord has a lustre which standeth for ever 
unmov'd. 

The Lord,— His judgements are truth, in righteousness 
always approv'd. 

Personal Dependence on the Mercy of the Legislator 

ii Gold cannot match their desire, and the finest gold fails of 
their glow. 
They are sweeter than drops of honey, which from combs in 
their fulness flow, 

12 By them is Thy servant eulighten'd. The Wages to heed 

them are sure. 

13 But waywardness— who can detect? Acknowledge me 

inwardly pure I 

14 From the proud let Thy servant he guarded, and let not the 

tyrant prevail ! 
So let me he perfect and pure, though a world of 
transgressors assail ! 

15 Let (he speech of my lips be Thy pleasure, the musings 

that spring from my heart ! 
Yea, Lord, let them rise up before Thee ! My Rock, my 
Avenger, Thou art ! 



PSALM 20. 

THE POWER OF ClIKIST'S NAME 

To tki I'm ft. 11 tar. A /'sa/m of David 

HEAR the multitude of the heavenly host encouraging thee. Thou 
hast many enemies to meet if ihon wilt be true to Jesus. Fear not. 
Abundant strength is provided in the covenant of grace. Be 
diligent therefore in presenting the Eucharistic oblation with Jesus 
triumphant in glory. He will acknowledge thee. " What thou 
askest the Father in My Name He will give it thee." 

Jesus is to be glorified in the fulfilment of thy prayers. He is 
the Right Hand of the Father. What the Father does, He does 
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through Jesus thy glorified Lord, who has smitten thine enemies, 
and made thy soul His Bride. 

He is the Divine Goel, and thou art called by His Name. 

Praise Him for the salvation which He has wrought. Look 
forward to the salvation which He will make manifest when He 
comes in His Kingdom, He is the true David the King. Great 
is the joy which He lakes in al! His saints who call upon Him. 
He will avenge them speedily. 

Christ received all authority both in Heaven and earth when He 
rose from the dead and was declared to be the Son of God in all 
the power of the Holy (".host (Matt. xxviii. 18). 

He still intercedes for us in Heaven by the presentation of 
Himself as the Head over all things to His Church, identifying 
Himself with His members, so that He is sensitive to their 
sufferings upon the earth and calls them to participate in the 
glory wherewith He is exalted in Heaven. He does not, however, 
need now to ask on our behalf, for He has received all whereby 
His Church in her fulness shall be glorified in His Name. We as 
His members have to ask the Father in Christ's Name, and He, the 
consubstanlia! Son, owns it as the glory of His triumphant 
Humanity to dispense to us those gifts for which we plead. His 
intercession is glorious and authoritative as the Personal Dispenser 
of the Divine bounty. By feeding upon Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist we obtain the right to exercise in prayer that claim of 
Divine Sonship which was given to us when we were made His 
members in Floly Baptism. 

THE WELCOME OF THE SAVIOUR KING 



) 'he Chorus speaks 

2 The Lord in sorrow grant thee blest reply ! 
The Name of Jacob's God uplift thee high 1 

3 He from His shrine thy help display — 
From Zion shown to be thy stay ! 
Thine offer'd meal He deign to mind, 
That thus thy gift may fatness find ! — Svlah 

5 He give thee all that wins ihy heart- 
To all thy counsel fulness blest impart ! 

The meal, with oil nnd fmnkiwenw rtw* the meinvrutl nccfiwftnnfitig tirf/raee- 
offering dattL f tending its virtues. ( The sacrifice is rtjtl'rett a?it£ the tokens are 
favourable. \ 
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T/ie Priest 

6 Now chant we Thy salvation's fame ! 
Now rally in our God's great Name ! 
The Lord fulfil what Thy petitions claim ! 

7 The Lord, I know, Mis Christ doth save : 
Answer from Holy Heaven He gave. 

He His Right Hand with saving might will wave. 

Chorus 

8 Some look to chariots, some to horse, but we 
The Lord our Cod's Name bear in memory ! 

9 Brought to their knees our foes lie fallen there : 
But we shall rise, made strong new life to share. 

io Lord, still to us Thy great salvation bring ! 
We call and watch the answer of our King. 

Israel mas to have no cavalry. Jehovah' mai the true King. David was Mis re- 
presentative. 



PSALM 21 

CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST'S TRIUMPHANT POWER 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David 

Consider the joy or our Lord's Humanity now glorified in Heaven. 
Look upward by faith into the opened heavens. By the partici- 
pation of His adorable Blood He calls us to enter thither along 
with Him. Ask in His Name, and nothing shall be denied. 
[The Music expresses the loftiness of the prayer.] 
Behold Him in His glory. He suffered in the struggle of earth. 
Rejoice to suffer along with Him, that with Him thou mayest be 
glorified. Seek His strength in suffering, that He may be glorified 
in thee. God hath given Him to be a Saviour. He has conquered 
the prince of this world. Now He rejoices in the welcome of the 
Father's love. He rejoices while He calls Thee to share His 
struggle and to be exalted in the same welcome. 

Consider the doom of His enemies. They must be put to flight. 
All who will not own Him as King must on that day be brought 
forward for judgement and ^,la in before II im. 

Accept Hiin as Thy King in holy lave. By love thou must 
accept Him. In love will He glorify thee. 
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Let thy whole life upon earth be a psalm of praise, telling of His 
triumph, acting in His strength, conformed to His likeness. Be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Rejoice in the 
Lord alway. Rejoice in tribulations. Rejoice in the victory of 
faith. Rejoice in the eternity of love. 



MESSIAH'S RETURN 

2 Lord, in Thy strength how joys the King — 
Exults Thy saving power to sing ! 

3 His longing heart by Thee is blest : 

Thou hold'st not back his lips' request. — Setah. 

Praise fir Christ's victory. His desire to return to the Kafhcr. 



4 Thou meet'st him rich with blessings sure : 
Thou crown'st his head with gold most pure. 

5 He ask'd Thee life, and Thou didst give 
Long days,— for evermore to live. 

The ascended Saviour ruling ever the earth. The eternal kingdom, 
is rewarded by eternal life. 



The ageuy 



6 Great glory claims he, Thy salvation, 
Majestic brightness, Thy donation ! 

7 Centre of blessings shall he be, 
Cheertt by Thy Face rejoicingly. 

The communicated merits, oj 'Christ. 

8 Since on the Lord the King relied, 

The Highest's mercy bids unmoved abide. 

9 All foes— Thy Hand shall find them out ! 
All haters Thy Right Hand shall rout ! 

The world-wide sovereignty. Its contrast with that of Antichrist. 



ro Thou'lt make them like a furnace-fire ! 
One look ! The Lord in swallowing ire 
Engulphs ! They feed the flaming pyre. 

it Their fruit Thou shalt destroy from earth, 
Withering their seed from human birth. 

The King's face, i.e. King Messiah, looks on them. David was a type. 
Ammonites cast into brick kilns -cor a type of the ungoilty in the. last day. 
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12 What though at Thee such wrongs they plann'd— 
Such schemes devised ! They shall not stand. 

13 Thou mak'st them fly in wild disgrace : 
Thy bowstring's burden smites their face. 

The Victors arrows me loth of vengeance against evil finocn and also of apostolic 
grace for salvation of the faithful. 

14 Lord, in Thy strength ascend the height ! 

Our songs, our psalms, shall praise Thy might ! 



PSALM 22. 

Till- FAITHFUL COMMUNICANTS' FELLOWS HIP IN 
THE REDEEM LIR'S STRUGGLE 

To the Pnctntor. On < l /hc Hind of the Ahming." A Psalm of David 

CHRIST, nur King, exalted in His own strength I So the last Psalm 
ended. We contemplate that exaltation and praise His power. 

But if we would do this rightly, we must contemplate the struggle 
by which He has attained to be exalted. Come, then, to the Cross 
and behold the Almighty Son of Cud in the utmost weakness of 
His Manhood. In that weakness must the Divine strength be 
manifested, not making ihe weakness less, but filling it with Divine 
endurance, so that no outward suffering can take away His life. 

It is for thy sake that He thus proclaims it, that thou, being united 
with Him, mayest rise through weakness to the experience of the 
Father's love. Enter into the mystery of the struggle, and repeal 
the opening question. Repeat it not merely in sympathy as \ 
with a sufferer, but with adoration, for this suffering shows Him ' 
to be truly God. Others might have been empowered to work His ' 
miracles. This suffering in a sinful world, struggling with all the" 
powers of darkness, is what none but the Incarnate God could know..- 
It is a Divine struggle, for it surpasses all the power of Satan7\ 
He is struggling with Satan for God's glory. Give Him worship. ' 
He is struggling on thy behalf. Give Him thanks. Yea ! Dedicate I 
thyself to take up thy Cross and follow Him. 

Consider how, during the three-and-thirty years of His humilia- 
tion, the Son of God emptied Himself of all the prerogatives of 
Godhead which in their self-communicative nature would naturally 
have glorified, from the very hist, the manhood with which they 
were so closely ideniiiied. That manhood could not be glorified 
while it was in this world subject to the tyranny of Satan. The 
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serpent must bruise the Redeemer's Heel. lie in whom was no 
sin has assumed a nature in which He must die to sin. Only by 
death can He leave this world. The Divine glory could not shine 
out within Him until the tyranny of Satan was done away. 

The Son of God feels in this struggle the separation from God, not \ 
as one Person from another, but as a terrible rending of His own 1 _ 
Personal Being, for He is of one Substance with the Father, and \ 
He is also of one Substance with the whole sinful mass of mankind, / 

He who, being man, could not show forth the fulness of His 
Divine glory until that' manhood has passed through death out of 
Satan's tyranny, calls thee, now that He is glorified, to experience 
the fulness of grace which He will give thee if thou abidest in Him. 

" He emptied H irnself " to take thy nature. Thou must empty thy- 
self, if thou won Id st be filled with the fulness of God, as partaking of 
His nature (John i. 16). 

He died lhai He might enter into His glory. Thou must die if £> 4^ 
thou wouldst be filled with 1 lis glory, 1 le died when His discipline 
of suffering was complete. Thou must die by the power of grace, 
if thou wouldst know II is indwelling Presence as the hope and 
earnest of glory, now given and hereafter to be revealed in Thee. 
Thou must learn to appropriate His gifts in the same discipline of 
suffering whereby He obtained Hit- right to give them to thee. 

"My Godhead \ My Godhead ! why hast Thou left Me alone?" 
He could not act in the strength of His Godhead; hut He could 
not forfeit the life of His Godhead. Therefore He could not die in 
the weakness of His Manhood. The 1 loly ( I host, proceeding from 
His own Person eternally, was always resting upon 1 lis Manhood ; 
and that, not by external shelter as He came upon holy men afore- 
time, but with internal, all -peuelraling vitality, making His Manhood 
conscious of His Personal relationship to the Father from whom 
He came, and to this Blessed Spirit by whom He came. The 
Godhead of the Father and of the Holy Ghost is His own. He is 
consubstantird with them. He appeals as being one with them, 
while yet His Person has to bear the horrible loathsomeness of sin 
wherewith His human nature is ideniiiied. He is left as man, but 
He has to do the work of God. His Godhead remains within 1 lim, 
but il does not by any co-operative omnipotence lessen the 
strain whereby His Manhood must resist the pressure of Satanic 
evil. 

Thou hast to bear that pressure also, but not in like manner. 
His glorified Manhood is within thee. Thou art one of His 
members. His Manhood, which acted of old alone, now acts in 
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thee for thy sanctification with all the power of the Holy Ghost 
dwelling within Him. 

Thou hast been baptized into the Triune Name. When temptation 
or sorrow comes upon thee, recall to remembrance that thou art 
partaker of the Divine nature in Christ, for God hath "laid help 
upon One that is Mighty," and " underneath thee are the Ever- 
lasting Arms" (Ps. 89. 20 ; Dent, xxxiii. 37). 

Do not doubt the reality of grace, although it does not dispel thine 
enemies. Do not complain that God has left thee. Though thou 
dost not experience His support, His Presence is within thee. Ask 
Him why He leaves thee thus. There is a reason. 

Surely without this withdrawal of Divine manifestation Jesus 
could not have accomplished the work of thy redemption. Surely 
without a like experience thou wouldst never be able to claim His 
redeeming power. In Him thou seest what that redemption cost. 
By thine own experience of incapacity under Satan's power, thou 
must learn thy need of that redemption. The cry of thy faith must 
rise up to the bitterness of His anguish. By the power of the 
Holy Ghost He endured that anguish. By the power of the Holy 
Ghost must thy cry rise up for help. 

O my Jesu, I hear "the words of Thy roaring" in the anguish of 
Thy redeeming love. Great is the mystery whereby Thou dost 
assume man's emptiness, but I look to Thee for salvation. In the 
roaring of Thy passion I hear the Voice of the Beloved, the 
Eternal Word of God. Thou art the Lion of Judah, whom Thy 
brethren must praise. Thy roaring makes Satan tremble, for in 
the very anguish wherewith he sees Thee to be afflicted, he reads 
the doom whereby his own head must be bruised for ever. 

Thy Voice, O Jesu, resounds amidst the powers of hell to whom 
Thou art come down, and "Thy salvation " shines upon the throne 
of God where Thou wilt stablish Thy redeemed. But hadst Thou 
not taken our nature so as thus to come down to the depths of our 
sorrow in Satan's bondage, Thou couldst not have raised us from 
that depth to the height of Thy joy at God's Right Hand. Thy 
roaring is deeper than we can hear, and Thy glory is higher than 
we can see. Great is the mystery of creation, and great is the gulf 
of sin, but Thy Divine love spans the gulf, and Thy Divine wisdom 
shall reveal the mystery. 

O my Jesu, I hear Thine appeal. Surety not without reason art 
Thou left to enter as man into anguish greater than we, exiles, can 
know, for Thy Divine Sonship fails not. Through the gateway 
of death whereby Thou passest to be owned in glory as the Eternal 
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Son, Thou callest us from our slate of exile to attain the blessedness 
of Thy Sonship in Thy Father's Home. 

O Jesu, how did'st Thou persevere in prayer with strong crying 
and tears ! Alas ! How soon do 1 become weary and leave off, if 
1 do not at once obtain that which I desire. 

O Jesu, from beneath the darkness of our sins, Thou didst con- 
template the holiness of God. That sight, which Thou, as the 
Eternal Son, alone canst see, was the strength whereby Thou didst 
remain untainted amidst the evil. Unless Thou didst enable us to 
praise God in His holiness, our voices could not rise beyond the 
sphere of our darkness. Help me to confess Thee as the Holy One 
of God, that in praising Thee I may attain to the vision which shall 
perfect me in holiness with Thyself. 

O Jesu, surely "our fathers found deliverance" by reason of Thy 
sanctifying presence. Thou wast ever the Hope of Israel. Thou 
didst rescue them when they were in peril. Thou art He in whom 
all nations of the earth shall be blessed. That blessing was assured 
to Abraham when he gave up his son to die, and Thou art the 
Lamb whom God has provided for us. Thou through the typical 
ceremonial of earthly sacrifices, hast sustained Thy people through 
ages ever since. By death Thou bringest to us blessings which 
this world's life could never know. Thy death manifests Thine 
immortality. In Thy strength men of old trusted, hoping for the 
Divine glory to shine out. That glory is Thy life, and no powers 
of darkness can set it aside. That glory is the truth whereon Thy 
Church relies, communicated now to us by the power of the 
Pentecostal Spirit. Thy Word has been proved in truth by every 
age. The gates of hell cannot prevail against it. 

O Jesu, Thou didst create man in Thine own image, that he might 
shine with Thy glory. How hast Thou humbled Thyself in taking 
the likeness of our sinful flesh ! The King of Heaven appearing as 
a worm of earth ! Thou layest aside Thy heavenly glory. Thou 
takest not the glory of earth. Nay ! Thou knowest the glory of 
earth to be only false and worthless. Let me, as one of Thy chosen 
ones, feci in my heart how worthless all earthly glory is, that I may 
not be separated from Thee by its falsehood. 

Jesu, if others laugh Thee to scorn, let me the more give to 
Thee the homage of my heart, [f they taunt Thee, as though the 
claim of God's protection were unavailing, let me own Thee as 
my God, who alone canst deliver me. They know not how 
God delighteth in Thee, for they neither know Thee nor Thy 
Father. They who are of earth, know not the things of God : 
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but give Thou me the spiritual discernment whereby to recog- 
nize in earthly reproach am] feebleness the true tokens of Thy 
benediction. 

O Jesu, Thou who didst take lUve out of the side of Adam, didst 
vouchsafe to take for Thyself a body in the womb of the blessed 
Virgin. As nature is feeble in its beginning, so let me accept thu 
feebleness wherein grace is communicated, that I may grow to Thy 
full stature according to Thy will. In my weakness Thou canst 
still make Thy grace to be triumphant. Only teach me how weak 
I am, that I may know how strong Thou art. 

O Jesu, the germ of Thy Manhood was the manifestation of God- 
head's power, when Thou wast "conceived by the Holy Ghost." 
On that Godhead Thou did'st rely with lilial confidence while yet an 
Infant. Thou comest forth to do the will of God, and find therein 
Thy meat all the days of Thy life, Yea ! Thou art " one Godhead " 
with the Father. He is Thine in the unity of the Holy Ghost. 
Now also by that love whereby Thou art His, I entreat Thee to 
claim me also as Thine own. The Father will not reject any that 
come to Him through Thee. 

O Jesu, surely though Thy roaring belongs to a condition of 
humanity far removed from the exaltation of Thy Godhead, never- 
theless Thy Person ever abides in the Bosom of the Father. "He 
will not be far from thee." So teach ine also to abide in Thy love, 
even though the sin which dwelleth in me separates me so sadly 
from the sweet consciousness of Thy grace. "Trouble is hard at 
hand, and there is none to help," but the Cross makes me cry out to 
Thee, and for the sake of the Cross do Thou think upon me to 
rescue me. 

O Jesu, many bullocks, the strong powers of darkness, gathered 
round Thee : but they could not destroy Thee, Round me also do 
they come, and I have not power to keep myself ; but help me in 
the fellowship of new birth to keep myself close to Thee, that the 
wicked one may not touch me. They gape upon me, the brood of 
hell, '['he enemy still goeth about as a roaring lion seeking to 
devour. Let me remember that Thou hast conquered bun. Keep 
me by Thy grace ever steadfast in the faith. 

O Jesu, "Thy Blood was poured out like water" in the bloody 
sweat, when Thou didst feel the power of the enemy seeking to 
destroy. O let my blood be strong with the heavenly power of 
Thy Blood whereby I am raised to heavenly birth, that Satan in 
his assaults may not find in me the feebleness of my fallen nature, 
but the immortality of grace. 
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O Jesu, Thou didst cry unto the Father when the trouble was 
near at hand. Now again dost Thou cry out. Thou bast shown 
Thyself faithful in the endurance of the conflict. Now Thou dost 
call to the Father, claiming to be delivered. Alas! How often 
have I failed in that struggle which Thou hast assigned to me that 
[ might follow Thee ! Thou hast been near me, and I have not 
looked to Thee. Nevertheless be Thou near me now- Thou art 
my succour. Haste Thee to help me. I have no power of per- 
severance save what comes from Thee. Though I forget Thee, do 
not Thou forget me. 

O Jesu, Thou didst cry unto the Father ere Thou wouldst leave 
the world of flesh to go forth with Thy soul into the region of 
spiritual darkness. As Thou wast true to the Father in the 
struggle of earthly life, so shall Thou abide joyous in His Truth 
in the spirit- realm whither Thou art going. Now also, though 
I have been so untrue to Thee, be Thou true to Thy promises 
which Thou hast made to me. Rescue my soul from the sword, 
Thy darling from the power of the dog, The sword of Thy 
Spirit of Truth shall overcome the sword of the foul spirit of 
falsehood. 

O Jesu, Thy soul was indeed a solitary one, and the vile dogs of 
earth hunted Thee. Thou art the only Soul, true to God and true 
to man. Soul of Jesus, sanctify me. Yea, Lord ! Behold my soul 
united to Thine. Thou alone art secure from the power of the dog. 
I can have no security except in Thee. 

O Jesu, Thou hast suffered in the world in all the weakness of 
the flesh. Now Thou dost call for the power of the Godhead to 
save Thee in hell by the manifestation of the Spirit. Thou art the 
Only One, the well -beloved of God. Thy Human Soul is united 
indissolubly with Thy Divine nature. Yet Thou wilt own me as 
united unto Thyself The evil one is yawning to swallow me up. 
"Save me from the lion's mouth." He could not close his mouth 
upon Thee when Thou didst descend thither by Thine own free 
will, having finished Thy work upon earth. I must go thither when 
my lime is come, Tor it is the due of my sin that I should experience 
his engulfing, but save Thou me by Thy Divine indwelling, that his 
mouth may not close upon me. Lift me out of his mouth, that 1 be 
not swallowed up, but may live for ever. 

O Jesu, Thy Bones are out of joint, but not one of them is 
broken. In the agony of Thy frame 1 behold the very manifesta- 
tion of the Divine care which sustains Thee. So be it with me. 
As earthly things fail, help me to experience in my heart the security 
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of Thy covenanted promises. Yea ! let me glory in my infirmities 
rather than in any gifts of nature. So shall Cod be glorified in me. 
Yea ! And when I see Thy Church, Thy mystical Body, disjointed 
by carnal divisions, still let me recognize Thy grace which calls us 
to be conformed to Thy Passion, but will not suffer the evil one to 
take away our life. 1 behold the Divine glory of the Church, not 
in the power of her external organisation, but in the weakness which 
enshrines an indestructible life. 

O Jesu, how is Thy Heart become "as melting wax" 1 Strange 
struggle ! Has it indeed destroyed the natural functions of Thine 
earthly vitality? But Thou livest 1 The evil one cannot destroy Thy 
life. The Heart is the organ of life to man, but the Divine fellowship 
is the Source of Life to Thee. What though Thy Heart be as melting 
wax while the serpent crusheth Thee ; it does but show the power 
of Thy Godhead whereby still Thou livest. Thou art crushed after 
the likeness of sinful men, but Thou livest with the Spirit of God. 
Yea I An Angel shall come to Thee and strengthen Thee with 
renewed vigour of fleshly organism, that Thou mayest yet go for- 
ward and fulfil what remains of the struggle, so that Thou shall 
crush the Serpent's head. O let me never despond as if I coutd 
no longer do what God has given me to do. " My heart and my 
strength faileth, but Thou ait the strength of my heart and my 
portion for ever." O let all the blood of earthly passion be squeezed 
out of my heart by the very violence of Satan's assaults, that I may 
have no life of my own, but that life only which Thou dost give to 
such as have died unto the earth with Thee, 

O Jesu, " Thy strength is dried up like a potsherd, and Thy tongue 
cleaveth to Thy gums." No earthly solace can alleviate the suffer- 
ings to which Thou art led fotth. Thy prophetic ministry is ended. 
Thou shall be silent in the midst of Thine enemies, as one that is 
dumb and cannot open his mouth. A few words of Divine power 
shalt Thou speak, but Thou art the silent Lamb now being 
led out to the slaughter. How is the moisture of Thy Body 
drained away by the bloody sweat! Hurried about from one 
judgement seat to another, how is Thy whole Being wearied. No 
feverish heat is Thine, such as would be ours in the midst of such 
wild worry, for Thou meetest all in the calmness of God ; but the 
waste of natural supply is what Thou bast to suffer, the parched 
mouth, the intolerable thirst. O let mc in all bodily exhaustion 
seek strength and refreshment from Thee, for Thou hast borne 
this strain of the earthly nature in order that the fountains of 
grace might be as watersprings in the dry ground of our humanity. 



PSALM 



89 



Hereof must we drink and go upon our way with renewed energy 
until our appointed task be done 1 

OJesu, Thou hast been "brought into the dust of death" 
whither all men must return, that Thou mayst raise us up in^ the 
glory of the spiritual body wherein Thou shalt assemble Thy 
faithful ones as Thine own members to live with Thine eternal 
life. 

O Jesu, Satan could not take away Thy life, but now must the 
seed of the serpent do their worst against Thee. Dogs, the 
council of the wicked, surround Thee now as the spiritual bullocks 
of Bashan surrounded Thee before. The savage troops of un- 
cleanness in the city take the place of the larger herds of the 
mountains. They were dogs ruling in apostate Jerusalem ! Alas ! 
did not my sins then compass Thee round? Thou didst feel the 
sins of Thine own people who, though called by new birth into the 
heavenly Jerusalem, would yet devour Thee in their wicked 
passions, wasting Thy grace, instead of feeding on Thee by faith 
that they might live by Thy cleansing power. 

O Jesu, I see Thy Hands and Thy Feet pierced as Thou 
hangest upon the Cross. As they were fastened thus in obedience 
to the decree of an unjust judge, so let my hands and my feet be 
nailed to Thy Cross— transfixed by the love wherewith Thou, the 
righteous Judge requirest Thy people to be united unto Thee. By 
the Cross Thou dost pass from this world of suffering into the 
glory which Thou hast won, and we, if we die to this world of sin 
upon the Cross, shall find death to he the gate of life whereby we 
may enter into the glory which Thou callcsl Thy redeemed to 
share along with Thee. 

O Jesu, " the Bones of Thy stretched Body may all be counted." 
Thy Flesh mangled with the scourging no longer hides them. I 
sec Thy Form so ragged, so raw, so red with Blood. But more 
than the suffering of Thy Body is the suffering which Thou dost 
bear by reason of the sins of those who are Thy mystical Body. 
Alas 1 Thy very saints, bow dost Thou grieve for them that they 
should have been so torn by the poisonous wounds of sin although 
united to Thee and living with Thy life ! O how dost Thou mourn 
for my sins ! O how must I mourn for them when I look to Thee ! 
yet Thou dost tell all Thy Bones. Thy people are known to Thee, 
one by one. We know Thee, because we partake of Thy grace. 
Thou knowcsl us, because Thou givest grace to each one. Thou 
knowest us by the necessities of our sins. 

O Jesu, the multitude of the Jews "stand staring and looking 
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upon Thee." They look with hatred, hut I would look to Thee and 
worship Thee. They look to Thee, and their hate finds satis- 
faction in Thy death, but Thy death shall separate Thee from their 
malice for ever. I look to Thee and he hold Thee triumphantly 
exalted through the gateway of death ; and the glory of Thine 
Immortality shines forth through all Thy wounds. A flood of 
sanctifying power streams through these wounds on every penitent 
soul hurning its way with ecstasy of transport into every heart that 
rises out of its earthly self to be tost in the contemplation of Thine 
exhaustless love. 

O Jesu, the soldiers " pari Thy garments among them," but I 
would seek to be cloihcd not with the garments which Thou hast 
put aside. Rather let me put aside all the clothing of my sinful 
pride. 1 would come to Thee to have my nakedness clothed with 
the raiment of grace which Thou dost communicate to the inmost 
nature. Through Thy wounds it comes to the penitents who share 
Thy Passion, and they who hear its hidden virtue, clothing the 
interior man in this vale of sorrows, shall find it enwrapping them 
with its mystical splendour when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom and 
Thy Train fills the Temple. 

O Jesu, "they cast lots" upon Thy seamless robe. They only 
know it by its earthly value, and seize upon it by earthly means. 
Worthless were that which Thou hast worn, if it he taken away 
from Thee. Blessed shall he the apparel which unites Thy saints 
to Thyself in the communicated merits of Thy Life on high. It 
shall not be parted among many so as to lose the unity of its 
life, nor shall it be appropriated by one, so as to minister to the 
pride of the possessor, hut Thou shalt wear it and Thy saints shall 
wear it along with Thee, Thou the Head, and they the members. 
The robe of manhood which belonged to Thee as the Seed of the 
woman shall shine with the brightness of God marking out the 
merits of Thy Passion and those who have lived true to the 
fellowship of Thy grace shall he clothed as partakers of the 
glorified Humanity in the Unity of the Holy Ghost. Creation 
yields to God the worthy praise for it is the Voice of the Creator 
which attunes all to itself. Help me to sing Thy praise in the joy 
of the Eternal Spirit. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Thou callest all to praise the Lord, " all who 
fear" Him as the Almighty Creator. Thou callest "all the seed of 
Jacob to glorify Him," for on them the blessing of Isaac rests, the 
inheritance of Abraham. Thou Thyself, art the Son of God in 
whom the promise is fulfilled. Thou callest upon all " the seed of 
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Israel" to bow with awe before the Lord. Jacob prevailed as a 
Prince with God, and his name was changed when he saw God 
face to face. So must those have their name changed from 
earthly to heavenly who prevail with God in the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and have their eyes opened to see the glory of 
Messiah. Even so let me evermore be lifted up in the praise of 
Thy revelation. 

Glory be to Jesus ! While I contemplate Thy glory I learn to 
praise Thee for Thy humiliation. " Thou hast not despised nor ab- 
horred the low estate of the poor," and as Thou hast shared our 
suffering, being despised upon earth, the Father hath not despised 
Thee. He hid not His Face from Thee, though He left Thee 
alone in the humiliation of our earthly estate. He has heard 
Thy voice when Thou callcdst unto Him. All Thy sufferings 
are now rewarded in the fulness of Thy love. So let me also 
remember that the Father will not reject me because of my 
sufferings. Help me to call upon Him in the power of Thy grace, 
that through Thy poverty I may attain the riches of the heavenly 
glory. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Upon Thy Mediatorial Throne Thou callest 
all the saints, living and departed, "the great congregation," to 
praise God, and Thou praisest the Father as being Thyself the 
Only-begotten Son. Thy praise is the utterance of I hat eternal 
love which Thou hast to Him, she consubstantial life whereby Thou 
rejoicest in Him, God of God and Light of Light, one God with 
the Father for evermore. Let not my praise to God die out in 
the feebleness of earthly emotion. Evermore let me pour forth 
Thy praise in the fellowship of eternal life. 

Glory be to Jesus ! As Thou hast wrought out our salvation by 
Thy suffering, enduring all for the glory of the Father, so dost 
Thou present Thyself before Him with all the merits of Thy 
passion. " Thou dost perform Thy vows in the presence of them 
that fear God" by the perpetual intercession whereby Thy 
glorious Sacrifice pleads in heaven. All creation rests upon the 
merits of Thine oblation, and as we look up to Thee at the Right 
Hand of the Father, we know that those merits plead for ever 
with all the power of the Eternal Word. Teach me so to rejoice 
in Thine intercession that I may lay hold of the blessings of Thy 
redemption. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Thou callest us, though so poor and 
unworthy, to feed upon Thy Hody and Illood, that we may "eat and 
be satisfied." Teach me to draw near with such true faith, that I 
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may indeed partake of Thy fulness and show forth the virtue of 
Thy new life, nourishing me in union with Thyself. 

Glory be to Jesus ! " They that seek the Lord shall praise Him." 
Thou hast promised that they who seek shall find. O let me know 
my need increasingly, that I may seek more and more and find the 
ever-increasing abundance nf Thy gifts, and rise to Thy likeness 
while 1 become perfected in praise. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Thou dost promise that our "heart shall 
live for ever." O let me live for ever with the heart of flesh which 
Thou givest to Thy people, that we may always know the joy of 
Thy life. 

Glory be to Jesus 1 "All the ends of the earth shall remember" 
their God from whom they have wandered after their dead idols. 
They shall turn back to the Lord. So shall the kingdoms of the 
world become the kingdoms of the Lord and of II is Christ. Thou 
art the Seed of Abraham in whom all nations of the world are to be 
blessed. All the families of the Gentiles shall fall down and worship 
Thee. The whole race of mankind shall be perfected in Thy 
redeeming love. My Lord and my God ! Thou shalt reign for 
ever and ever. 

Glory be to Thee, O Jesu ! Thou didst summon the Triune 
Glory, hidden during Thy life in the Flesh, to be manifested in Thy 
soul when the Veil of Flesh was done away. " God heard Thee from 
among the bisons' horns." Principalities and Powers could not but 
acknowledge Thee as the Son of God. The Cherubic Throne is 
the place where Thou shalt dwell, the triumphant Lion of Judah, 
the glorious Ram, in whom the victory of God has been won. Now 
upon Thy Mediatorial Throne, as Thou hast prevailed to deliver me, 
answer me with the welcome of Thy love. 

Glory be to Jesus, returning froni the grave ! He calls His 
Church to rejoice along with Him! He declares His Name unto 
His brethren, sending forth His Apostles with the fulness of His 
exalted authority "to baptize all nations in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." Help me to live in the 
power of Thy Holy Name. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Thou hast gathered round Thee the souls 
that waited for Thee, and they are called to the perfection which 
was designed for them in Heaven. Yea I Thy Spirit goes forth to 
train the new-born saints of the heavenly covenant for the glory 
which is reserved for them. O let me hear Thy voice of love 
binding all Thy brethren in one in the covenant of grace. 

Glory be to Jesus! Thou art the High Priest of all that were 
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before Thee or shall be after Thee. Thou dost lead the praise of 
God upon the heavenly height. Blessed was the Song of Moses I 
Much more blessed is the Song of the Lamb, filling the emptiness 
of the Law with the fulness of the Divine Word. 

Glory be to Jesus ! What though death be the universal doom 
of fallen man 1 Thou art greater than death ! All who go down to 
the dust by the touch of death, kneel not to death but to Thee. 
Thou, too, hast given Thyself to die. Do the scoffers make mock 
of Him "who kept not His own Soul alive?" The faithful must 
give Thee praise. Thou gavest Thyself to die that we might 
live. Yea 1 as Thou diest, Thou callest us to follow Thee through 
death. 

Glory be to Jesus ! Hast thou not said that except a corn of 
wheat die, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit f So truly with Thy dead Body shall a multitude rise up, 
quickened with the immortality which that Body which has died 
once for all, enshrines for ever. A seed shall come up from Thy 
grave, and shall serve God in the fruitfulness of Thy power. 
They shall be counted as the generation of the Divine Master. 
Thou hast given them a law and Thou hast given them a new 
life. 

Glory be to Jesus '. Righteousness could not be obtained by the 
Law of Moses, for that law could not give life. But Thou givest 
a new life to those who are born again through Baptism into Thy 
death. Glorious life ! They who spring out of Thy grave "shall 
come and shall declare Thy righteousness " as a living power that 
abideth for ever. " One generation shall show it forth to those that 
are born after them." The song of praise shall waken an utterance 
that fails not. " He hath done it," This is the Lord's doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes. 

"He was made sin for us who knew no sin," that He might 
conquer the tyrant by whom wc were enslaved, and "we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him. M 

Even so, blessed Jesu, the Conqueror of the serpent, the Seed 
of the woman, the Heir of Abraham's promises, the Builder of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, anointed of the Father to reign upon the 
Holy Hill of Zion, Head over all things to the Church, glory be for 
evermore to Thee ! 
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THE TRIUMPHANT STRUGGLE OF MESSIAH 

The Appeal 

2 My Godhead, Godhead Mine ! Why such lone strife ? 
My roaring cry suits not salvation's life I * 

3 I call by day : still doth Thine answer fail ! 
My God, by nijyht no silence checks My wail ! 

4 But Thou, the while, all-holy evermore, 

Art throned on high where Israel's praises soar ! 

The Weakness 

5 Our fathers trusted in Thy sovereign strength— 
'I rusted in Thee — and rescue came at length. 

6 To Thee they made their wail, and rescue came : 
In Thee they trusted and they found no shame. 

7 But I, no more a man, a mere weak worm, 
Bear man's reproach : people despise My form. 

8 All laugh at Me, who see Me thus distrest 

Mock with their lips, and wag their heads in jest. 

9 — " Just leave it to the Lord ? He'll set Him right ! 
He'll surely rescue One, His dear delight !"— 
Tis true, for Thou did'st draw Me from the womb, 
And on My mother's breast didst trust assume. 
Yea ! From My birth have I been cast on Thee • 
Thou from My mother's womb My Godhead deign'st to be. 
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• I r i I is wished to retain the word with which we are so familiar in H „r Lord's utterance 
Tom the Ltoss, we may read the fitst two lints :— 

"My Godhead, Godhead Mine, why Me forsake? 
Shal! roars like Mine salvation's victory wake?" 

However the renderin c given in the tut seems more adequately to represent both the 
Hebrew and the Greek. The word does not connote the idea of displeasure which i, in 
our nt.nds general ly nssoriaied with this utterance. The word "forsake " means merely 

leaving, as ,f what is left were not wanted. There is no subordinate thought of 
aversion or anger unpl.ed by the word either in the Hebrew or in the Greek 

Messiah looked to be saved out of the power of His enemies, as He was saved by the 
D.vme etonr.cat.on ,n death. The complaint of the Sufferer is that He is left to struggle 
alone, and there .s no token of the promised salvation vouchsafed to Him He is 
strugglmgand roartng ,n His dire necessity, and yet He is left alone and obtains no saving 
and Vtr I ,h Ttf 7 5to, ' en, ""»™ SW6Ste» "hough not without fjivine anointing 
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77/ e Appeal renewed 

12 Stand not far off, wlien sorrow is so nigh ! 
None gives Me help in Mine emergency ! 

13 Wild steers upon Me crowd, encompassing— 
Bashan's strong bulls in an unbroken ring ! 

14 They open wide their mouth to vex My way, 
A lion, tearing, roaring o'er his prey ! 

The Humiliation 

15 How weak am II Like water pour'd apace ! 
All strain'd by force, My bones are out of place ! 
My heart unfit to act, like wax is press'd, 

A melted useless lump within My breast. 

16 Like potsherd dried, My vigour goes for nought, 

My parch'd tongue cleaving to My gums with drought. 
Into death's dusly waste Thou driv'st Me out ! 

T/ie Crucifixion 

17 See what a pack of hounds enclose Me round ! 
Intent on wrong, the circling troop abound ! 

My hands, My feet, they pierce with many a wound ! 

18 My bones— I count ihcni all ! They're clear to sight ! 
Yet these regard, and sec Me with delight ! 

19 They part My garments : each his share has got ! 
And eager for My robe, they cast their lot. 

The Final Appeal 

20 Hut Thou, Lord, now stand not far off from Me ! 
Thou, My persistence,* haste My help to be 1 

21 Now from the sword My soul, thus wltelm'd in strife,— 
Now from the dog's paw free My darling life ! 

22 O save Me from the lion's mouth, e'en now, 
From bisons' horns ! Blest answer givest Thou ! 

The Appeal answered 

23 Thy Name I will recount where brethren meet — 
Amidst th' assembly Thee with praise will greet 1 

24 O ye that fear the Lord, these praises lead I 
Show forth His glory, all of Jacob's seed ! 
All seed of Israel now with awe give heed ! 

* A form of the word "strength," which occurs only here. 
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Good Shepherd. This rod is the sceptre which shall not depart 
from Judah (Gen. xlix. 10.), It is "the rod of uprightness " which 
symb0Ii7.es the Kingdom of Messiah" (Ps, 45. 7). With this will 
He smite the wicked" (Isa. xi. 4). It is the law "of His Mouth" for 
He is the Word of God who enjoins it as the test of discipleship 
(Matt. x. 38). " With this rod He will feed His people, the flock of 
His heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of 
Carmel" {Mic. vii. 14). They are distinct from ail nations around, 
for they alone of all nations have the life of God within them. So 
Balaam beheld them (Num. xxiii. 9). So Micah pleads for ihem. 
So the beloved disciple admonishes the spiritual Israel, reborn in 
the life of the Crucified (1 John v. 19). As the ancient people had 
been fed upon the pastures of Bashan and Gilead before crossing 
Jordan, so will the Good Shepherd feed His people in a better 
" Bashan and Gilead " of abundant fruilfulness " as in the days of 
old." 

The rod was used for counting. "To pass under the rod" 
(Lev. xxxii, 32), to be touched by the Cross, is the token of 
individual recognition as belonging to the flock of Christ. " He 
rallelh His sheep by name and leadeth them out." Individually, 
He takes count of those who have been marked by the symbol of 
regeneration (Ez. ix. 4) saying in the heavenly Jerusalem (Ps. 
87. 8), " This man was born there." 

So is the rod of the Good Shepherd a comfort to the flock. It 
is the token of spiritual union. The Israelites in the wilderness 
"crucified the Holy One of Israel" (Ps. 78. 4r, 42), limiting Him 
and " forgetting the day of redemption " in Egypt. We are " cruci- 
fied with Christ" (Gal, ii. 20), so as "to live by the faith of the 
Son of God," acknowledging the greatness of His power in the 
participation of His weakness. To seek for earthly consolation in 
preference to the signs whereby our Shepherd proclaims to us His 
redeeming love, would be to assimilate ourselves to those Jews who 
ignorantly " crucified the Lord of Glory " ; yea 1 it were " to crucify 
the Son of God afresh " (Heb. vi. 6). 

Thus does the rod " purge out from among us the rebels." God 
pleads with us, "causing us to pass under the rod and bringing us 
into the bond of the Covenant " (Ex. xx. 36). 

But the Good Shepherd albo has a staff. It is the leaning staff 
whereby faith leams to rely upon Christ, To rely upon the merits 
of Christ's Passion and not to "crucify the flesh" (Gal, v. 24), is to 
lean upon the staff while rejecting the rod as a covenant sign of 
union. So it was with the old prophets of whom Micah speaks. 
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" They lean upon the Lord, and say : Is not the Lord among us ? 
None evil can happen unto us " (Mic. iii. 11). So do we, if we look 
to the Good Shepherd with the boast of His redeeming love, and 
do not humble ourselves to be dead unto the world along with Him 
in loving penitence. 

With this staff He drives away the enemy, for "by death He 
destroyed him that had the power of death" (Heb. ii. 4). Upon 
His death by which our enemy was destroyed, He calls us to lean, 
while we die with Him in the acceptance of His discipline. 

The instruments of the Good Shepherd are for the benefit of the 
flock whom "He calls byname, leading them out" of the world 
(John x, 3) to follow Him upon the mystical hills of heavenly 
pasturage, and protecting them from the wolf while they follow 
Him in the paths of righteousness as befits His Name. 

"The instrument of the foolish Shepherd," on the contrary, is 
only, that he himself may eat the flesh of the fat and tear their 
claws in pieces " (Zech. xi. 15). 

The wounding rod of an earthly religion is harder to bear than 
the Cross of Christ. The world is a hard taskmaster in every 
form. Its pleasures, its businesses, its morals, and when it 
assumes a religion, its religion, all are a terrible bondage, not for 
edification but for destruction. Such will be the Antichrist whom 
God will raise up for the punishment of His people because they 
would not accept the Shepherd whom He has sent. 

Oh [ how great is the comfort of His guidance I It is by the 
ministration of the Spirit that He guides us, and that Spirit is 
the Comforter. The Comforter "convinces us of sin," so that we 
know ourselves to need the rod. "He convinces us of righteous- 
ness," so that we follow Christ, who has left the world and is gone 
unto the Father. We follow Him by the Spirit's power in the paths 
of righteousness. "He convinces us of judgement," for the staff 
on which we are called to lean is the redeeming Passion by which 
"the Prince of this world has been judged" (John xvi. 8- 11). 

The Comforter comes to us in all the fulness of Divine power. 
He is consubstamial with the Father and the Son, from whom He 
proceeds eternally, and therefore, now that the Good Shepherd is 
gone unto the Father, " He testifies to us of Christ," enabling us to 
realize our fellowship with Jesus our Lord in His glory. Our 
glorified Head is present with us by the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, whom He gives to us, His members, as the living power of 
His glorified Hody. He has not left us to wander unheeded. By 
the gift of the Comforter He has fulfilled His promise : " If a 
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man love Me, He will keep My words, and My Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him and make our abode with him " 
(John xiv. 23). The Comforter's presence is made known to us in 
grateful experience by the discipline of the Good Shepherd's rod 
and staff. 

He is with us so that we fear no evil, for His Presence is no 
mere external companionship, but He is the Head of the Body 
wherein our souls are brought back to the life of God, The rod 
and the staff of the Good Shepherd are no mere external discipline. 
They are exercised by the power of the Comforter who unites us 
with the Passion of Christ, the Head, Neither of them would do 
us any good unless we were partakers of the Divine Life of Him 
who suffered for us upon the Cross. It is only in His living 
members that the grace of His Passion can have any avail either 
to correct or to defend. 

We are not to think that all suffering must be a gain to us as 
men. It is the fellowship of Christ's sufferings which is a gain to 
us as members of His Body. " As He was, so are we in this world." 
As He suffered, so must we suffer if we are His living members. 
So must we be made "conformable to His death," and then, "if we 
suffer with Him we shall be glorified together" (Phil. iii. 10; 
Rom. viii. 17), 

Christ Crucified is the Door of the sheep, and by participation 
of His Death we are ad mined into the fellowship of glory which 
the Holy Ghost communicates to the members of His Body. As 
He died and lived by the Holy Ghost in death and through death, 
so we find comfort in dying to the world. "If ye, through the 
Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, yc shall live." 

Being thus dead to the world by the Passion of Christ and alive 
unto God by the Holy Ghost, who is the life of Christ's glorified 
Body, we are called to feed upon the Body of Christ as the nourish- 
ment of the faithful. 

The Good Shepherd has " prepared a table for us in the presence 
of them that trouble us." It is a Sacrificial Feast which He sets in 
order. The priests in the tabernacle laid the wood in order upon 
the altar and laid the parts of the victim in order upon the wood" 
(Lev, i. 7, 8). Jesus is continually presenting Himself before the 
Father as the acceptable offering by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
and He calls us to feed upon Him, that we may "live by Him" 
(John vi. 57). The Israelites murmured of old, saying, "Can God 
set in order a table for us in the wilderness?" (Ps. 78. 19). 
God gave them bread not from the true Heaven but in symbol of 
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what He would provide in after-time. Now, as we are going 
through the wilderness and the valley of the shadow of death, God 
"gives us the true Bread from Heaven," even the flesh of His Only- 
Begotten Son, the Sacrifice which He delights to glorify by His 
eternal acceptance. 

Our enemies who trouble us are the powers of evil which are 
continually seeking to hinder us in our heavenward progress. The 
food provided for us on God's altar is a preservative against their 
assaults. " Our sinful bodies ought to be made clean by Christ's 
Body, and our souls washed through His most precious Blood." 
Thus do the faithful who are members of Christ gain continual 
nourishment and purification, as they are increasingly stablished 
in the unity of Christ's glorified Body by continually feeding upon 
Him. The Good Shepherd feeds us with Himself, and as the wolf 
could not devour Him when He gave Himself to die, so neither can 
the wolf devout His faithful members who feed upon Him and rise 
to the fellowship of His glorified life in PJeavcn, while outwardly 
they are still pressing onward in the weary pilgrimage through 
the wilderness of earth. 

The Body of Christ is our nourishment, and by partaking thereof 
we are made "partakers of the Divine nature," which is in Him 
(2 Peter i. 4). As then our glorified Head is anointed " with the 
Holy Ghost and with power" (Act. x. 38), we share in this anoint- 
Ulg by the life which He communicates to His members. He is 
the Mediator, and we cannot feed upon His Manhood without par- 
taking of His Godhead. God "accepts His burnt sacrifice" (Ps. 
xx. 4) as our High Priest. The meat offering is not merely given 
to God, the meal with the oil and frankincense of earth. The oil 
and frankincense of this pure oblation are given by God Himself, 
for they are the unction and the merits of God's Only-Iiegotton Son, 
whom He has given to be our Sacrifice. Thus dues God " anoint " 
our Head with the glorious unction which can belong only to the 
Incarnate Son, ' 

The Good Shepherd is one God with the Father, begotten of Him 
from all eternity. The Good Shepherd is the Head of God's 
covenanted people, feeding them with Himself by the mystical 
extension of His own Incarnate Body. The Holy Ghost proceed- 
ing from Him eternally in the Godhead, is the glorifying power 
whereby His Manhood is anointed, whereof we are made partakers 
in Him. Thus it is that "all they who are fat upon earth have 
eaten and worshipped" (Ps. 20. 30). The "/atness " is the unction 
communicated by the heavenly food, whereon they feed at the 
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table which the Good Shepherd in the "fatness " of His own unction 
provides. 

So does "our cup o'erflow." There was no cup to be drunk by 
Divine appointment in connection with the Jewish sacrifices. 
They were sacrifices of death. The Good Shepherd has ordained 
"the Cup of the New Testament," that we may drink of His Blood, 
for His Btood did not perish in the corruption of death. After His 
death, His Blood flowed forth from His pierced side, living: incor- 
rupiibly by the power of the Holy Ghost. This Cup is indeed a 
cup of abundant refreshment, for in this Blood is the life which no 
enemies could take away, and this human life of our anointed Head 
lives with the anointing life of the Eternal Spirit. 

This Btood is not only needful for the period of earthly wander- 
ings. It is in the virtue of this Blood that we are to live for ever. 
Now we have to "go through fire and water," but God is "bringing 
us out into abundant refreshment" (Ps. 66. 12). [The word is 
the same.] That refreshment whereby we are called to a holy 
and mysterious inebriation, transporting us out of ourselves, is 
none other than the Blood of Christ whereby our souls are washed, 
freed from corrupting passion, lifted up into the life of God 
eternally. 

David's calumniators have taunted him with his incapacity to 
show them any good coming from his service of God (Ps. 4. 6). 
That is a taunt which we must be content to bear. The obedience 
of faith would be little worth if it were not tested by failure, but 
the children of faith know whom they have believed. They are 
not hunting after some earthly good, for there is no good to be 
derived from earth. Earth is all evil. God is all good. We 
cannot produce good out of evil by any human effort. No I " The 
whole world lieth in the wicked one" (1 John v. 19). But in this 
evil world the goodness of God is in continual attendance upon 
us. "Goodness and mercy" are the powers by which the Good 
Shepherd keeps His flock together. Evil is round about them, 
and they are liable to be assaulted by wild beasts, but the 
Divine goodness pursues them so as to prevent their wandering 
away, and the Divine mercy brings them back when they have 
strayed. 

The previous verses have spoken of the interior gifts, nourish- 
ment, anointing, refreshment, power to progress in righteousness. 
This last verse gpeaks of the external protective and restorative 
power. "They that seek the Lord shall' lack no manner of thing 
that is good" (Ps. 34. IO ). God sanctifies every creature so 
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as to be good for His people, even though in our fallen state it be 
evil, It becomes an instrument of His goodness. Every vocation 
of life is hallowed by His Providence if we are following where 
He, our Good Shepherd, guides. The needs of our life vary from 
day to day, but the goodness of God is acting on our behalf to 
supply us according to our daily need. Day after day He gives 
us the bread which is most serviceable for the day. His goodness 
follows us so as to give us the proper allowance for every day 
(Prov. xxx. 8). Surely we should use the best things to our hurt if 
the goodness of God did not keep close to us in their using, and 
the worst things tend to our well-being if the goodness of God 
provides them. 

But His goodness needs to be accompanied by His mercy, for 
we, by our wilfulness, are ever apt to go astray. The Psalm of the 
way of life ends with the confession of continual wanderings, "I 
have gone astray like a sheep that is lost: O seek Thy servant" 
(Ps. 119. 176). When we wander, then the wolf is likely to get 
hold of us. David could look back to boyhood, when he delivered 
the lamb from the lion and from the bear, when the beast had 
him already in his mouth. Now he looks for the mercy of the 
Good Shepherd to be his own deliverer. Does not the shepherd 
take out of the mouth of the lion even the two legs or a piece of 
an ear? (Amos iii. 12). Much more can the Psalmist trust the 
Good Shepherd to deliver him from the mouth of the destroyer. 
The two legs with which he went astray ! Part of an ear, although 
he would not attend to the Shepherd's call ! The worthless 
remnant of our being, swallowed up though it be by Satan, He 
will not leave to perish. His mercy will take hold of the soul 
which He has brought to repentance. Earthly life cannot be 
restored, but where there is a part of an ear left, the Good 
Shepherd can refashion, recreate, His perished prize. So docs 
His mercy follow after that which was lost. O the daily sins by 
which we wander ! O the daily mercy which scares us back in 
penitence, and heals us when we are wounded by sin, yea I takes 
the smallest remnant of our being, so that when we are past all 
natural recovery, we may yet live to praise Him for the restoration 
of grace. 

O what goodness He shows to us in the Communion of saints ! 
O what mercy He shows to us in the Forgiveness of sins ! Yea ! 
all the days of our life ! and then, after death, the Resurrection of 
the Flesh, and the Life Everlasting. " I shall dwell in the House 
of the Lord for ever," 
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"We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens "(2 Cor, v, 1). "Blessed are they 
that dwell in the House of die Lord!" (Ps. 84. 4). We may 
fall away from the Divine goodness during this life of probation, 
but the life which follows knows no danger. The days of this 
life need God's mercy by reason of our frailty, "but the length of 
days" in the security of the eternal home lasts on without any 
assault of the foe. "At Thy Right Hand there are pleasures for 
evermore" (Ps, 16, 11), Mercy will then no longer be needed, for 
sin shall be no more. Mercy exhausts itself in building up the 
House. The mercy which delivers us from our sins is transformed, 
when its work is done, into the majesty of Divine glory from whence 
it arose. " Mercy is built up for ever, and God's truth is 
established in the heavens" (Ps. Bo. 2). "Mercy and truth 
are met together" {Ps. 85. 10), The sheep that is gathered 
into the eternal home can indeed say, " It is good for me that I 
was in trouble that I might learn Thy statutes." Thus is the 
goodness of God manifested in His loving discipline. Yea I 
"Good tome is the law of Thy mouth, above thousands of gold 
and silver." This is the goodness of the nourishment of grace. 
" Good is that which Thou hast done with Thy servant, according 
to Thy Word." The Incarnate Word is the Good Shepherd. 
O the adorable goodness of that love which no utterance 
short of the Eternal Word can tell I God gives to His redeemed 
all the goodness of His own eternal glory. The faithful soul 
must look up to the Good Shepherd and exclaim, "Thou art 
good, and doest good; O teach me Thy statutes I" (Ps, 119. 
70,71,68). 



THE EXODUS OF THE REDEEMED 



The Lord doth feed me : want can ne'er be mine I 

2 He folds me where the tender pastures grow : 
He leads me forth where restful waters flow. 

3 My soul He will reclaim. 

Yea, in the righteous highway He will guide, 
True to His Name. 

Jet us is the Good Shepherd, for He is the only good, good in Himself, nourishing in 
goodness, guiding in goodness, creating in goodness, sanctifying in goodness hy the 
fellowship of His Hoty Name. 
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4 What though I tread the vale of death's dark shade, 
With Thee at hand, no wrong can make afraid, 
Upon Thy rod, Thy staff, with comfort stayed. 

5 Before my troublers Thou a feast has spread : 
Thine unction's fatt'ning fragrance cheers my head, 
And richly is my cup replenished. 

Tie Patriarchs waited in hope. We must find the Pass inn ftfCh rist our discipline, 
our support, by the fellowship of the Comforter. H'e must feed on. His Body, rejoice in 
His anointing Spirit, aud rise in Ike rapture of His Precious Blood, which death 
cannot deprive of living power. 

6 Goodness and mercy follow me right sure, 
Till all life's days be past. 

So the Lord's House shall be my home secure, 
Through length of days to last. 

Strength for holiness, and pardon for sin, troth infinite -while life lasts. The glory 
of the Body of Christ our Home for ever. 



PSALM 24. 

UNION WITH JESUS IN HIS TRIUMPH 

A Psalm of David 

Tub Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep that He 
may take it again, and make them partakers of His glory. At His 
resurrection "all power is given unto Him, both in Heaven and 
earth." In the strength of this exaltation, He sends forth His 
apostles to gather His Church out of all nations, that they may 
ascend with Him to the Holy Hill of Zion, whither He is gone to 

dwell. 

The earth and all that is therein belongs to Him by creation, 
and He has now bruised the serpent's head, and destroyed the 
power whereby it was held in rebellion against Him. All mankind 
were enslaved to Satan. Now He has accomplished universal re- 
demption, so that all belong to Him by a new claim. 

In speaking of redemption we must remember that all mankind 
is a unit, enslaved to Satan by the personal sin of Adam. Christ 
by taking our nature redeems it from that slavery. He has 
asserted the power of God within our fallen nature by His Divine 
Personality. No created person could have effected this re- 
demption. It is accomplished, not by separate action towards a 
multitude of personalities, but by the operation of the Divine 
Personality in our nature, renewing it with Divine life, so that all 
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His sheep who hear His voice are set free by being taken into the 
renewed Humanity of the Second Adam, Psalm 22. declares the 
struggle with Satan. Psalm 23. is the exclamation of the sheep 
who obey the call. Psalm 24. is the call to the whole universe to 
praise the Redeemer, who, by descending into hell has bruised the 
serpent's head, and calls the faithful to follow Him in that freedom 
wherewith He has made them free. 

We must sing this Psalm in gratitude and joy as being His 
redeemed ones. 

Think how Jesus, as the Son of Man, rejoices in the fruit of His 
triumph. If the suffering was great in the struggle whereby He 
redeemed us, the reward is equal to the struggle, He sees of the 
travail of His soul and is satisfied {Isa. liii. n). This is " the joy " 
that was set before Him, so that He endured the Cross, despising 
• he shame, and is set down on the Right Hand of the throne of God 
(Heb. xii, 3). We lose much by not contemplating the joy of 
Christ's triumph. He docs not merely rescue us from a state 
of bondage, but He uplifts the creature into the glory of the Divine 
Adoption. That glory, infinitely transcending all created possi- 
bility, is His even now. We, by grace, are called to share in it. 
We look to hear His words of final welcome if we are faithful — 
"Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord " (Matt. xxv. 21 )■ 

The earth founded upon the seas is a type of the new earth, the 
solid covenant of the redeemed, gathered out of the sea of turbulent 
nations. The floods, the brilliant powers of Heaven, have raged 
horribly in their rebellion (Ps. 93. 3), but they are subdued, and the 
throne of the Redeemer is fixed firmly upon them, so that it shall 
not be shaken by their violence. 

The invitation therefore goes forth, calling the redeemed ones 
to enter into the glory prepared for them. What is the test of 
admission? Those who are to claim the sovereignty with Jesus 
must be conformed to His likeness. So we have the pattern of 
sanctity for the King's followers derived from the pattern of the 
King Himself as deliverer in Ps.is, As we sing the words we must 
be stimulated to conformity with Jesus in His humiliation. 

There must be the clean hands of holy action and the pure 
heart of heavenly contemplation. The sou! must be dead to the 
treacherous desires of sense, so that it may be lifted up to the 
.rue pleasures which are at God's Right Hand for evermore. The 
words must be words of truth whereby the truth of the Eternal 
Word shall become the inspiring principle of converse in all deal- 
ings with mankind. 
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The Saviour- God will welcome these as H is true followers. So 
must we seek His blessing. O Lord Jesu, grant me so to follow 
Thee upon eaTth, that I may receive of Thee the "crown of 
righteousness in the last day," along with "all those who love 
Thine appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8). 

As Jacob saw Thee face to face, and prayed, and prevailed, so 
would I seek Thee, that 1 may be found in the generation of Jacob 
whom Thou hast loved (Gen. xxxii. 28). 

Think how the night is far spent and the day breaketh, Claim 
earnestly the blessing which belongs in Christ to the Israel of God. 

Faith sees already the brightness of that glorious dawn. [Seta/i. 
Music gives time to gather up all the energies, and the swell of 
sound gives to the eager cry an intensity beyond words.] 

The eye of faith sees the way into the holiest opening. Jesus who 
descended into hell appears as the Light of them that were in 
darkness, going up as "the Breaker at the Head" of the redeemed, 
and calling His people on earth to follow Him (Mic. ii. 13). 

In saying this Psalm we must not think of ourselves as stragglers 
fallowing after a procession that took place in ages past, and 
separated from us by all the events of intervening history. We 
must rise superior to time, See the Communion of Saints with 
Jesus at our Head ascending to the throne of God in one continuous 
stream. We can only ascend, as belonging to that one Body, as 
redeemed by Christ and members of the Second Adam, the 
humanity restored to life by Him. 

Also, we must remember that the triumph begins upon Calvary. 
The loud cry which made the earth quake opens the gates of hell. 
The descent into hell is the beginning of the triumph. He that 
ascends must " descend first into the lower parts of the earth," and 
we must descend along with Him. So we are "baptized into His 
death " (Eph. iv, 9 ; Rom. vi. 4). 

The Powers of Darkness have left the Cross, for they could do 
nothing more against Jesus. He has prevailed. The angels of 
light welcome Him as He commends His Spirit into the Hands nf 
the Father. They wait upon the Divine Conqueror. They wait 
in like manner upon us to drive off the assaults of Satan. Al- 
though it may seem to us in our struggle as if nothing had been 
done, and we were left alone, yet that is only the earthly experience 
which He, the Son of God, had to bear. His victory is complete, 
and we must claim our part in it. This is the Name at which 
devils tremble, even the Name of Jesus. 
See the darkness of the spiritual region into which He penetrates 1 
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See Him, the Light, who, as He enters, pierces the darkness with 
His radjance, but only to transfix it with changeless antagonism, 
not to cheer it with any diminution of its malignity. He binds the 
strong tyrant with the glare of resistless manifestation, and sets free 
the prisoners of hope which Satan had held in bondage. 

The holy angels round about Hun | >i7use Cod for the BCGomplisft' 
ment of the victory, whereby the head of the serpent is thus crushed. 
The expectant faithful souls utter their thanksgivings to their 
Redeemer, and rise up in the power of His Spirit as their nature 
vibrates with the Word of God. They rise in union with Him and 
follow Him. 

See the Light passing onward, reassuming the Body which was 
left in the grave. See that Body shining out with the Divine 
Light A beauty ineffable glorifies every wound whereby it had 
been marred amidst His earthly suffering. See how it expands its 
luminous essence, incorporating into itself the multitudes of faithful 
penitents through many generations. Each drop of His blood, 
from every pore of His skin, is transformed with mysterious joy' 
as the vital principle of a soul gratefully acknowledging itself to be 
the prize wherein the Soul of Jesus triumphs, for the Redeemer 
and the redeemed ones are one for evermore in mutual transport of 
everlasting Light by the fellowship of the Holy Ghost. 

Hear the songs of angels as this glorious Body of Christ passes 
from one form of angelic existence to another, each form brighter 
than the preceding one. The angel hosts shout jubilantly to the 
hosts above them, that they may welcome the King of Glory for 
His ascending nature cannot he held down by any inferior law's of 
existence, but must pass on to live with energies of life such as 
surpass the various capacities of each angelic sphere. 

His ascension is not a translation in space, but a glorification 
through various orders of existence superior to space He is 
separated from the world of sense, for "the world seeth Him not 
neither knoweth Him." The world cannot receive the Comforter 
winch /glorifies His humanity, and therefore cannot follow that 
humanity in the various stages of His ascending glory But 
though He leaves the world, He does not leave His faithful 
people. They are the members of His glorified Body and 
share in His glorification. Into His glorified Body we are 
baptized and where two or three are gathered together in His 
Name, He is in the midst of them as their common principle of 
unifying life. H,s Humanity is more closely, because more 
forcibly, identified with us by His Ascension than it could be 
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during the time of His humiliation. The unifying Spirit could 
not be given until Christ was glorified, but by His Ascension the 
force of His glorified humanity holds His members in a vital 
union, that they may live in Him with ever increasing illumination 
of faith as they die by His grace increasingly to their natural 
earthly condition of outward sense amidst the humiliation and 
bondage of this sinful world. 

The angel-orders each in turn, the very Cherubim and Seraphim 
above them all, ask who is this that comes, the King of Glory ? 
That which He is no angel-tongue can tell, for He is the Ineffable 
Word of God. No creature can speak of Him save by telling of 
the victory of Redemption which He has won. He has purchased 
unto Himself a Church to live with His own glory and be His 
Bride. "The Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory." 

As thou hearest the songs of Heaven, take care that thine own 
heart wakens up in participation of the rapture which thrills 
divinely through this realm of life. Catch from the lips of an 
apostle the ejaculation whereby alone thou canst claim to live 
with all this joyous multitude. " He loved me and gave Himself 
for me." " My Beloved is mine and I am His." No principalities 
nor powers, nor death nor life, nor hell nor Heaven, can hold me 
back from going where He is. I am redeemed from amongst 
men that I may live with "the Love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord " (Rom. viii. 38, 39). 

Thus must thou learn to praise thine ascended Lord, the Good 
Shepherd, standing on Mount Zion, uniting thyself in heart and 
mind with Him and yielding thyself up to dwell with Him upon the 
heavenly height. " Seek those things which are above, where Christ 
nowsittethat the Right Hand of God." Now would He unite thee 
with Himself in grace, that thou mayest belong to Him in the day 
when He maketh up His jewels, and mayest come with Him when 
He returns and He may be glorified in thee for ever, 



THE ASCENT OF THE TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION 

Chorus 

Earth and its fulness to the Lord belongs, 
The round world and its populating throngs : 
1 For on the seas He founded it to dwell, 

Firm fixt on mighty floods that round it swell. 

Song of angels tuatcltirtg round the Crass. All power in etiith is giitn to the 
Saviour. The Creator has ertome the Redeemer, 
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Verside 

3 Who shall go up, on the Lord's Hilt to rest, 
Or in His holy place rise up, all-blest? 

He who goes devm to the grave net as a prisoner but as a Conqueror is the Lord 
v/he it to reign on Zion. 

Response 

4 Clean be his hands ! His heart be pure from stain ! 
His soul ne'er lifted up to objects vain ! 

His oath ne'er used a guileful end to gain ! 

His innocence is to be vindicated by His Ascension, 

Chorus 

5 True blessing from the Lord shall He receive,— 
Righteousness, which our Saviour-God shall give, 

6 Such must they be, who sue Him t Such the choir 
Who seek Thy Face, as Jacob did, our Sire. Se /ah. 

Tie Conqueror is the true Mtlrhizedti, He is the Angel witli whom Jacob strove 
when he san< Cod face to/ace. The people blessed t>f Christ must be like Christ. 

Choir entering the outer Court 

7 Ye gates, heads high I 
Ye timeless doors, np-fly ! 

The King of Glory cometh nigh I 

Christ ,it the gates of I fades. 

Voice from within 
Who is the King of Glory bight ? 

The last cry ef rebellious despair from the rait spirits forced to admit the 
Conqueror. 

Processional CAortts 

The Lord of prowess, full of might I 
The Lord of proven might in fight I 

Entering the Inner Court 

Ye gates, heads high I 

Ye timeles:" doors, up-fly | 

The King of Glory cometh nigh I 

Christ ascending through the heavenly choirs. 
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Voice from within 
Who's this, the King of Glory hight? 

The various ranis make the question one after another in adoring love. 

Processional Chorus 
The Lord of hosts is King of Glory infinite ! Selah. 

Jesus enters the highest heavens leading His hosts redeemed from the grave. 



PSALM 25. 

THE RIGHTEOUS WAY OF THE REDEEMED 

Alphabetical II 

David's 

This Alphabetical Psalm following upon the Ascension of Christ 
celebrated in Psalm 24., indicates the restoration of moral order as 
a consequence of that Ascension. 

Wilt thou follow Jesus? Lift up thy soul unto the Lord, Look 
to Him to keep thee on the way. Scorn vanity. Hope in Him. 
Seek His favour. Walk in His truth. Sweet is the Name of 
Jesus ! The tenderness of a human heart and the strength of 
eternal predestination meet together in the living love which has 
wrought out Thy salvation. Come before God, hating thy sin ! 
Come before God claiming the adoption which clothes thy soul 
with the love of Jesus. 

Contemplate His mercy to sinners. He is the Way. Walk 
therein with meekness. Mercy and truth shall accompany thee. 
Yea, though thy sin be great, His Name has power to cleanse. 
The fear of the Lord brings wisdom, staid ishes in goodness, and 
entails blessings for the future. The fear of the Lord opens up 
knowledge, develops experience, issues in freedom. 

Let thy misery lead thee to Christ. He has home thy sorrow, 
and pleads for thee as being one with Himself. He will lead thee 
out into the, joy of forgiveness. He has felt the pressure of thy 
manifold temptations. He has fought for thee. He will keep thee 
from shame if thou take refuge with Him. 

His perfection shall shine out upon thee through His mercy. 
His truth shall lift thee up into the fellowship of His uprightness. 
The reward which belongs to Him shall rest upon thee. 

Jesus comes to be thy Redeemer, He hears the cry of His 
people. Claim His blessing with the earnest wrestling of Israel, 
thy Father. 
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THE INTERCESSION OF THE RIGHTEOUS REDEEMER 

(t() To Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul, 
1 (a) My God, in Thee I trust : keep me from shame I 
Let not glad foes through my defeat exclaim I 

3 (>) Yea I None should be ashamed that hope in Thee ! 

Traitors be shamed, — that treat with vanity ! 

4 (n) Show me, O Lord, the ways Thou dost approve : 

Yea I Teach me in the paths that Thou dost love. 

5 (i"|) O lead me in Thy Truth ! Thy lore impart, 

For Thou the Cod of my salvation art : 
All day to Thee with hope I lift my heart.* 

6 (j) Remember, Lord, Thy tendernesses ; yea 1 

Thy mercies !— From th' eternal depths are they ! 

7 (n) Youth sinn'd — transgressed ! remember not the past ! 

Remember me, yea ! me ! Thy goodness vast 
Is Thine own law. O Lord, let mercy haste ! 

Jesus loohtdforward to the fey of the Father's acceptance- Rebels match to ensnare 
tht Heir, the Incarnate Son. The hope of the Resurrection. The way of the Holy 
Cross. The taw of the Spirit of Life. The Eternal Lave •whereby the Incarnation 
was predestined. The sin of the first Adam to he set aside. The Sonship of the 
Second Adam to be acknowledged. 

8 (c) Good and upright the Lord abides for aye ; 

So points lie sinners onward in the way. 

9 {*) Way to the meek He in the judgement shows ; 

The meek He teacheth in the way He knows, 
io (a) Mercy and Truth ! The Lord in paths like these 

Gives covenant pledges to His votaries. 
ii (?) Oh ! For Thy Name's sake, Lord, I Thee entreat : 

Clear mine iniquity, for it is great. 

12 (d) The man that fears the Lord how shall we know ? 

To him He loves His chosen way to show I 

13 0) His soul shall lodge in goodness aye secure : 

His seed shall claim the earth by title sure. 

14 (0) The Lord's true fear brings mystic knowledge blest, 

Th' experience of His Cov'nant thus possest 

15 (jj) Mine eyes are tow'rds the Lord in constant cares 

For He alone can free my feet from snares. 

The blessings of Cod's covenant. No safety amidst temptation but by looking to Christ. 

* The acrostic 1 ( = 6) is wanting. 
Also p{=\oo), the following letter being duplicated. 
P (-to) js »dded at th* end. 
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16 (D) O look to mc ! Be gracious unto me, — 

So lone, so lorn, in lonely misery ! 

17 (v) Large are the sorrows which my heart oppress ; 

O lead me from this pinching sore distress ! 

18 (l) See, what affliction, mischief, weighs mc down : 

And oh ! forgive me all the sins I own I 

19 (l) Yea ! see my foes, for multitudes are near ! 

A cruel hatred is the hate they bear. 

20 (fc>) O keep my soul ! Come with deliverance nigh t 

No shame be mine, who to Thy refuge fly I 

21 (n) Perfection and uprightness be my guard, 

For still with hope I look for Thy reward. 

The mediatorial prayer of Christ, and ours as abitiint- in film. Tin Perfection of 
Christ our safeguard, for lit the Head of the Body is truly Gad. 

22 (d) O give redemption, God I to Israel 

So long in weary sorrows forced to dwell t 

The closing verse lifts the P saint above David's immediate needs to Christ as the 
true Sweater. 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH THE DIVINE SACRIFICE 

Davids 

REMEMBER that the Cross must prove thy fellowship with Christ, 
His perfection clothing thee, His strength upholding thee, His 
Spirit purifying ihee. 

If thou wouklst be owned in the Communion of Saints, thou 
must be separate from the world, so empty, so fraudulent, so 
violent, walking in forgetful ness of Cod. 

If thou wouldst approach God through the Sacrifice of Christ, 
thou must do the work of Christ, washing thy hands in His 
jnnocency. Show forth His praise by thy life and look forward in 
this dispensation of grace to the manifestation of glory. 

Give thyself to walk in the perfection which Divine grace com- 
municates. " He that is born of God keepeth himself and that 
wicked one toucheth him not" (i John v. 18). The Lord is thy 
Redeemer. His gTace is sufficient for thee. 

Praise God who has called thee into the Communion of Saints, 
so that thou mayest walk in safety in the heavenly freedom. Once 
He trod the earth as man, and stumbled not, though He was 
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tempted by all the power of Satan. Now must thy feet tread not 
earth but Heaven, if thou art one with Him. 

The level ground where thou must walk, following the spotless 
Priest, is the perfection of Divine righteousness belonging' to the 
Covenant of Grace, a terrace or high-way, raised above the stumbling- 
blocks of our fallen condition. God's loving spirit shall lead thee 
forth in level lawns of righteousness (Ps. 143. 10). See the 
crooked things of earth made level for the heirs of Heaven I (Isa. 
xlii. 16). The word is used as a Proper Name for the plateau of 
Moab, Misor (1 Kings xx. 23), stretching from the heights above 
Jordan, far into the desert of Arabia. The cities of the plain, where 
Reuben abode among the shepherds, when he ought to have girt 
himself for the wars of the Lord, symbolize the easiness of the world's 
prosperity. A curse must come upon the plain of Moab (Jer. xlviii. 
21), The righteousness of Christ's judgement is a level lifted up 
above the earth (Ps. 45. 7 ; 67. 5). The plain of earth's indulgence 
is accursed. The mountain of earth's difficulty becomes a plain 
(Zech. iv. 7), a table-land upon the heavenly Zton, where the great 
High Priest gathers His people to follow Him (Rev. xiv. l). 

THE SPOTLESS PRIEST 

1 Lord, 1 judge me, for in perfect truth I tread : 
The Lord 3 my trust ! No stumbling can 1 dread 1 

2 Lord, 3 sound 1 me ! Scrutinize z Thou every part. 
let Thy Fire refine n my veins, my heart 1 

3 For still Thy mercy shines before mine eyes, 
And on Thy truth my daily step relies. 

4 I do not take my seat with fellows vain, 
Nor join the self- concealers' crafty train. 

5 The throng of wrongfulness I hate to meet, 
And with the wicked do not take my seat. 

The Triune Jehovah viwlicatitte him. The Father discipline*: the Sea sustains', 
the Holy Ghost refines* 

6 In innocency, Lord, 1 I wash my hands, 

To make procession where Thine altar stands, 

7 Uttering the voice of Eucharistic praise, 
Recording all the wonders of Thy ways. 

8 Lord, 1 the mansion of Thy House I love, 
The place wherein Thy glory deigns to move. 

Na external Infer is His. Christ litis innocency in. Himself \ in His evw Shod* 
lie have to loash therein. The House or Temple of Ch tisfs Body has its mansion or 
rest itig-p*. ice at the Right Hand of 'Cod ', (he divettin^fla^e of glory* 
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9 O gather not my soul with sinful men, 
My life as chargeable with bloody stain, — 

10 With those whose hand is train'd in schemes of ill, 
Their right band swift of bribes to clutch their fill. 

11 See that in my perfection still I tread ! 
Redeem me 1 Yea 1 Thy grace in fulness shed I 

Christ claims to he separate from sinners. 

13 Now stands my foot to level ground restored, 
Amidst the mighty throngs to bless the Lord. 3 



PSALM 27. 

THE DIVINE INHERITANCE OF THE FAITHFUL 

JesUS, our salvation, is the Light of Light, eternally begotten of 
the Father, shining forth in these last days to man. In His life we 
live. 

Calm is the soul which rests in the Incarnate God as a sure 
home. Seek for the gift of perseverance, that thy faculties may be 
increasingly upened by the Holy Ghost to spiritual delight. So be 
it thy joy to search out the mysteries of grace, enshrined for the 
edification of faithful souls in the Body of Christ. In that Temple 
of Life the sweetness of God is found. 

He is a Booth to shelter thee, a Tent to hide thee, a Rock to 
exalt thee. He is thy Head. He is glorified in saving thee. 
He presents Himself as the all-sufficient Oblation on the heavenly 
Throne- He calls thee to join in His Self-oblation, and the 
fulness of His glory streams down on the faithful worshipper. 

We must live with holy longing to behold Him, not under veils 
of earthly form, but as He is. If we are to behold that glorious 
Light hereafter, we must live now in its sanctifying power. 

Earth fails. God's welcome cannot fail. 

If those on whom we most rely cast us off because we are true 
to Christ, yet God will only the more manifestly protect us. 

The blind man's parents left him to answer for himself. Then 
Jesus revealed Himself to him as the Son of God. So shall it 
always be. He may leave us outwardly forsaken, yet not utterly. 
He lets us feel the outward forsaking, for without- that experience 
of earth's nothingness, it would be impossible for the finite nature 
to rise up to the full experience of the heavenly, the infinite, love of 
God. Such an experience was necessary even for Christ. Other- 
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wise He, as Man, would only have known the Divine Holiness by 
infused, intellectual know ledge derived from His inherent Godhead. 
We need to know God by moral, experimental knowledge. Thus 
the Holy Ghost not only informs us by revelation, but teaches us 
by life. Thus He leads us for His Name's sake in the level paths of 
righteousness, where no foe can make us stumble. Yield not to 
the world's falsehood. Fear not if that falsehood assail thee. In 
faith and hope look onward for the vision to come. With firmness 
of holy love bear for a while the toils of thy pilgrimage. 

THE TEMPLE OF LIGHT AND LIFE 

i The Lord is my Light, and Salvation for aye : 
What can I fear? 
The Lord a sure stronghold of Life will supply : 
Dreams disappear. 

2 Yea 1 though around me the multitudes rose, 

Insolent all, 
Eager to eat my flesh, ravenous foes ! 
Stumbling they fall ! 

The Shekinah illuminating the Sanctuary. " They wen t backward ami fell to the 
ground." 

3 What though an armament face me for fight I 

Firm be my breast ! 
War may against me rise, yet, in its height, 
Trustful I rest. 

4 One thing, one only, I ask of the Lord 1 1 

Thus will I sue, — 
Let the Lord's '■* House a blest mansion afford 

All my life through ! 
There the Lord's 3 sweetness reveal'd to behold, 
There in His Temple biest converse to hold ! 

Prayer to the Father. The Home ■> the Body of the Incarnate Son. The beauty 
of Divine glory it the Holy Ghost filling the heavenly height and ofemng our eyes to 
the Vision. 



5 He in His booth, when wrong-doers are proud 
Safely will shroud I 
He in His secret tent still will secrete, 
Firm on the lofty rock raising my feet. 

The Sooth of the pilgrim lift of humiliation. The tent of the Mediatorial 
Covenant. 
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6 Now then triumphant my head will I rear, 

Foes to dismay. 
Victims with shouts to His tent bringing near, 
Songs to the Lord and sweet psalms will I pay. 

7 Hear, 1 Lord ! My voice 1 raise to Thee. 
Be gracious" to me 1 Answer 3 me ! 

8 My heart responds to "Seek My Face," 
With " Lord, Thy Face I seek in grace." 

9 Secrete not Thou Thy Face from me ! 
Thrust not Thy servant angrily I 

Spurn not I My help was aye from Thee. 
My Saviour- God, forsake not me ! 

10 Though father, mother, may forsake 
The Lord into His care will take. 

1 1 Lord, teach me where Thy way is found t 
Lead me in path of level ground ! 
Aggressors lie in wait around. 

iz Give me not up to enemies ! 
False witnesses against me rise, 
Snorting with savage cruelties, 

A tl earthly ties ate liable to break. Christ is the eonsubstan fiat Son of Cod. 
Ite is the it ay, upholding us against all falsehood. Men roil/ assail us falsely as they 
assailed Hint, 

13 Bright faith ! * The Lord ! His goodness soon shall show, 
Yea 1 In that earth where life unniixl shall glow I 

14 Hope in the Lord,= in spile of transient ill ! 
He firm ! Thine heart let stout endurance fill ! 
Hope in the Lord" !— Be this thy watch- word still. 

The neiv earth, the Heme of the Resurrection. 



PSALM 28. 

THE PROTECTION OF THE FAITHFUL 

David's 

THE Rock, thine Avenger, will listen to thee if thou persevere in 
thy cry. He will avenge thee speedily. He went down into the 
pit, but not like other men. He went down by His own triumphant 
act, and by that same triumph He will keep thee like unto Himself 
in that pit, if thou art abiding with Him in the life of grace. 

* 'llteic is some lacuna iicre, as hidicaled by [lie Hebrew poinls. 
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Lift up thine hands, as being nailed to His Cross by holy love. 

The wicked have for their punishment nothing but the recoil 
of their sin. Thou shalt have for thy security all the merits of His 
Passion. 

Bless the Holy Trinity wherein thou art renewed. The Father 
hears thee. The Son renews thee, protects thee, encourages thee, 
helps thee, transports thee with exulting rapture. The Spirit is 
the renewing strength of every member of Christ, for, as He pro- 
ceeds indissolubly from the Second Person of the Godhead, He 
makes the life of the Godhead fill the Manhood, That which is 
the strength of Jesus is our strength also, since we live in Him. 

In Jesus we are all one. Plead, therefore, for thy brethren as for 
thyself. There is one flock and one Shepherd. Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd. He who gave His life for the sheep loves them 
collectively and individually with undivided love, even as He and 
the Father are one. He leads them through the valley of the 
shadow of death, but He tends thetn with constant watchfulness. 

He feeds us and carries us. By His Incarnation He took upon 
Himself the whole race of man, as an undivided burden, entering 
into the sufferings of all men with a perfect sympathy. Hence 
He has right to take away all our griefs and sicknesses 1 So the 
Evangelist explains His miracles of healing. The evil one had no 
power to inflict bodily sickness upon Him, He was sinless in the 
power of Divine Life. By His Divine innocence, He repudiates 
Satan's right to molest those with whom He is substantially One. 
By a yet further act, He now takes us up in His arms, and blesses 
us, feeding us with His glorified Humanity as His covenanted 
children, so that the evil one cannot touch us if we abide in Him. 

THE STRUGGLE CONCLUDED 
The Appeal 

t O Lord, I make my cry to Thee t 

My Rock I O be not deaf to me 1 
For, what if Thou be silent! 1 should be 
Like those who have gone down the pit to see. 

2 Hear Thou, my suppliant voice, th' appeal of mine 1 
I lift my hands towards Thy holy shrine. 

3 Oh ! with the wicked drag me not along, 

The villain-working throng, 
Who speak with peace their friends among. 
While in their hearts is nothing else than wrong. 
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4 Match 1 Thou their deeds, their exploits wrongly wrought, 
Yea I match a for them the things their hands have sought : 
Repay 3 them all the gain their toil has brought. 

All ike imprecations of the Psalter are bat th£ return ta the evil-deer of Ms own 
malignant actions* 

5 Alas ! The Lord's great deeds they think not on — 
Nor what His Hands have wrought— the triumph won ! 

So will He smash their frame, not build with benison. 

The blindness of the enemy, 

6 Blest be the Lord I l His gracious ear 
My suppliant voice hath deign'd to hear. 

7 The Lord 2 — He is my strength, my shield, 
He my heart's trust, my help revcal'd. 

My heart exclaims ! My song His thanks shall yield, 

8 The Lord 3 for them true strength shall be 1 
Messiah's saving stronghold He 1 

9 Salvation on Thy people pour ! 

Bless Thine own birthright, claim'd of yore I 
Feed them and bear them evermore ! 

Thanks for victory, l^rvbaldy added n/ler n/tnitimtttt of same victory m at:rti*rt 
to the preceding prayer. [Cfost-ig verse df the Te Dentil]. 
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THE JOY OF THE FAITHFUL IN THE DIVINE MAJESTY OF 

JESUS 

A Psalm 0/ David 

THIS Psalm stands as it were alone. Messiah's struggle is con- 
cluded. The following Trilogy celebrates the triumphal com- 
mendation of His soul into the Fathers Hands wherewith He 
leaves this world, and goes forth into the realm of darkness to 
bind the vanquished rebel. It is a development of what we have 
already heard, the spiritual world calling to the Powers of Darkness 
to lift up their heads because the Lord, l he King of Glory, mighty 
in battle, is coming forth from the conditions of earthly life under 
which He has been bearing their assaults. 

Call, then, upon the spiritual powers to glorify God with the 
threefold ascription of praise due to the Triune Name, and with 
the undivided act of worship wherewith the One, the only, God 
must be approached. 



120 STRUGGLE AND VICTORY 

Hear the heavenly orders crying one to another, recording the 
destinies of earth which they watch so eagerly. It is the Gloria in 
Excehis spiritualty echoing around the death-scene of Calvary. 

Waters of mystic darkness surround our earth. The Son, the 
Word, of God, has cornc into this darkness, and now passes hence 
in glory. There is a loud voice. The realm of the Prince of 
Darkness is shaken to its utmost depth. It is the voice of the 
Father, speaking as once over the waters of primeval creation, and 
over the waters of Jordan, with the glorious thunder of the 
Incarnate Presence and the power of the Holy Ghost. The 
waters of the infernal depth hear, and the waters of earth's popula- 
tions resound. 

The Incarnate Word is no longer hushed that Satan may bruise 
His Heel. The voice of the Lord conies forth in strength and 
glory. 

The cedar is the symbol of earthly power, excellence, and dura- 
bility ; but when cut down it cannot spring to life again, The 
voice of the Lord falls upon them with destruction. Perhaps here 
we may understand not only the overthrow of all worldly power 
as such, but, in particular, the overthrow of the Jewish economy, 
for the cedars tell of the glorious Temple at Jerusalem which is 
overthrown by the death of Christ. Its glory passes away as a 
mere earthly thing. It has fulfilled its purpose now the Lord 
descends. The loud voice from Calvary rends the veil of the 
Temple. It makes the earth quake, as the high hills hopped of old 
when the Son of God was mystically brought out from the typical 
bondage of Egypt. The mountains are shaken to their very roots. 
The graves are opened. The Lord descends to vanquish the 
demon-powers in the inmost parts of the earth, as the first stage of 
His Ascension to the heavenly throne. 

The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire, ascending on 
high to claim for mankind the gift of the Spirit and shedding it 
forth to light in cloven tongues upon the Apostles. 

The voice of the Lord with the power of the Holy Ghost 
personally acting in the Name of Christ causes the wilderness of 
the Gentile world to feel the pangs of spiritual child-birth. Kades 
is the representative of the Christian Gentile world as Horeb of the 
Jewish Covenant of the law. 

The voice of the Lord rends not only the Divine cedars of the 
chosen Temple imperishable until God destroy it, but also the 
oaks of worldly power and the Gentile forms of religion which were 
so generally associated with the oak-tree. All powers throughout 
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the world must be broken by the power of the Divine Word. The 
oak is the representative of Israel as a nation though not as a 
religious system. Israel shall be as an oak whose leaf withereth 
(Isa. i, 30). Nevertheless this threat contained within itself a promise. 
The cedar would be destroyed, never to sprout again, but the teil- 
tree and the oak whose substance is in them when they cast their 
leaves (Isa. vi. 13) represent the people of Israel who could never 
be restored as the exclusive Temple and Shrine of God's covenant, 
but yet would be grafted in again into their own olive-tree, the 
covenant of Abraham, as partakers of the Divine nature. 

The oak of worldly power must he torn by the Word of God ere 
the Divine promise to mankind could be accomplished. The forest 
trees must be barked by flash of God's angry visitation, ere the 
new Temple could be seen with the Shekinah of Divine glory. 
Then would the ark of God be found in the forests of the Gentile 
world. We heard the voice of the Lord at liethlehem and found 
it in the forest field (Ps. 132. 6). 

All the multitudes of the Catholic Church ate saying Glory in 
His Temple, the heavenly Jerusalem which has the glory of God ; 
and the Lamb, the Word of God, is the Light thereof (Rev. xxi. n). 

The Lord sat enthroned when He brought the flood upon the 
earth, and now He remaineth a King for ever, the Son of Man, 
enthroned on the Right Hand of God. 

This glorious Psalm is full of mysteries. The interpretation 
given here leaves no expression as superfluous. 

We should notice the Trine invocation at the outset and the 
Trine proclamation of verse 3, somewhat veiled by the use of 
thunder instead of the voice, of which it is the equivalent. 

"The Lord" occurs eighteen times. "The voice of the Lord" 
seven times. This implies the sevenfold action of the Holy Ghost 
by whom the voice of the Lord comes to men. 

The strength of God (verses 1, 11) is manifested in man who is 
now about to take his predestined throne. Ps. 2, gave the 
promise; Ps. 8. the predestination; Ps. 18. the Cherubic descent 
to earth at the Incarnation ; Ps. 22, the victorious struggle ; Ps. 
24. the proclamation of the Conqueror about to ascend. Now then 
Ps. 29. bids the spiritual world look forward to the spiritual 
destinies of the loud voice. Pss. 30., 31. bring the Conqueror before 
us commending His Soul to the Father, as He claims the 
Resurrection triumph. 

In the second Temple this Psalm was sung on the last day of 
the Feast of Tabernacles. This is implied by the addition which 
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theLXX gives to tlie title — tf outgoing nf Tabernacle," i.e. the eighth 
day of the Feast. Sohar cortrects Ps. 29. with the pouring out of 
water on the seventh day of Tabernacles, for there It is said that 
by means of the seven " voices " (answering to the seven corn- 
passings of the altar) seven of the Sephiroth open the flood-gates 
of Heaven. {Delitssch.) 



THE SONG OF THE SEVEN THUNDERS 

Give 1 to the Lord, ye sons of heavenly prime t 
Give 2 to the Lord glory and strength sublime 1 

2 Give 11 to the Lord His glorious Name's decree 1 
Bend to the Lord with holy majesty. 

The Word of Cod triutuphant over the site w t gra ve. All creation cu lied to p ra ire 
Him. 

3 The Lord — His voice is on the waters 1 wide ; 
Godhead in glory wakes the thunder's 3 pride, 
The Lord on mighty waters 8 glorified I 

4 The Lord — His voice in vigour speaks on high I 
The Lord — His voice comes forth in majesty 1 

5 The Lord— His voice the massive cedars rends ! 
To rend the Liban groves the Lord descends. 

6 Skipping like some wild calf He makes them go, 
Liban and Sirion, like a buffalo, 

7 The Lord— His voice divides the flames of fire I 

8 The Lord— His voice with pangs awakes the wild — 
The Lord the wild of Kadcs as with child I 

9 The Lord — His voice the oak-tree's strength will tear ! 
Bark'd by His touch the forest- trees stand bare. 

His glory in His Temple all declare. 

Thii Psntm was vied in the Synagogue at Pentecost. Another reading! "makes 
hinds to calve with fear." 



10 Above the flood the Lord sat throned of yore ; 
The Lord sits throned as King for evermore, 

11 The Lord with strength His people will increase: 
His people He, the Lord, will bless with peace. 

He reigned as Gotffrom everlasting. The Throne of Creation mas waiting for its 
predestined occupant, the Lion of /ndah, the victorious Rain, having the sevenfold 
Spirit. 
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PSALM 3a 
THE DIVINE SECURITY OF THE RISEN LIFE 
A Psalm. A Song for the dedication of the House. David's 

The fortress which David built upon Mount Zion was a type of 
the risen Body of Christ (2 Sam, v. 8). The lame and the blind 
were not to come into the House of David. They were the scorn- 
ful garrison over which he prevailed. The lame and the blind in 
the spiritual victory of the Son of David are raised out of the 
infirmities of sin, and are regenerated so as to run in the way of 
God's commandments and to see the things of the heavenly 
Jerusalem, as members of Christ's Body, dwelling with the Son of 
God in His House for ever. 

Some refer this Psalm to the House of David : others to the con- 
secration of the altar site when purchased from Araunah, Thank 
God for lifting thee up out of the pit of misery wherein thou wast 
bom. He has given thee health by union with Christ. The Holy 
Ghost quickens the soul as a member of Christ. Christ is the Burnt 
Sacrifice (according to its Hebrew name) "the Ascender." He 
does not merely ascend for us, but He makes His members ascend 
yritli Himself. We must in heart and mind ascend along with 
Him, Otherwise His oblation profits us not. Any part of our 
being which does not ascend in the fire of His Love, fails of union 
with Him. 

The glorified Body of Christ is thy stay. It pleads for thee be- 
fore God, and thou must claim its virtue with grateful remembrance, 
feeding thereon in Holy Eucharist. Amidst life's sorrows look for 
the morning of joy, for which He is preparing thee. 

As Jordan " went down " to the Dead Sea, so mankind go down to 
the pit. But Jesus went down into Jordan that He might raise 
thee, so that thou perish not as others that have no hope. Seek not 
the high places of earth, but ascend with Him to the Hill of God. 
That Hill is strong, but thou canst attain to its glory only by shar- 
ing in the Passion of thine exalted Saviour. God's pleasure, 
accepting us in Christ, is the only strength of our prosperity. We 
must feel our entire dependense upon Him, and know Him as our 
only life. If we do so we must not be surprised that He puts our 
faith to trial by withdrawing the outward tokens of His approval. 
Then we must still rest calmly, trusting in Him, and He will not let 
us perish. Jesus entered not into His glory without suffering, be- 
coming obedient even unto death. So must we be content to die 
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without seeing in this world that our death can be of any gain. 
Then in death we shall live triumphantly and shall rise to praise 
God eternally- 
Trust not in outward appearances of success. Fear not, if God 
hides His Face for a while. He is watching thee with a purpose 
of holy gladness while thou hast to struggle, and in the stormiest 
night thou shalt suffer no harm if thou cling to Jesus. His Blood 
was not shed in vain. It shall awaken thy dust to thankfulness for 
the setting forth of His truth. 

When thou risest in His glory, thou shalt he able worthily to 
praise His glory. The sackcloth of sinful earth shall he changed 
into the brightness of the Divine lustre. Thou shalt be gathered 
into the joyous exultation of the heavenly choir. Thou shall live 
in thankful love to God. That thankful love shall be the never- 
wearying experience of eternity. 



THE TEMPLE OF HUMANITY PERFECTED BY THE 
RESURRECTION 

2 I will extol Thee, Lord P Thou dost upwind. 
Nor mak'st my foes their spiteful joy to find ! 

3 O Lord, 3 my God, to Thee I made appeal : 
And not in vain, for Thou hast deign'd to heal. 

4 O Lord, 3 my soul from Sheol Thou mak'st ascend, 
1 live, though others find that pit their end ! 

The glorification of Christ's Rudy. The deliverance from Hell 

5 Ye Saints, unto the Lord your psalms address 1 
Holy memorial bring with thankfulness! 

6 For though His anger briefly may appear, 
His pleasure triumphs still our life to clear : 
The eve may give a lodging to a tear, 

But hark ! at morn, what ringing mirth we hear I 

The Holy Eucharist the memorial of Christ's triumphs nt death. Tht Resu rrtctien 
at early mom. 

7 Mark me 1 In prosperous wealth 1 boldly cried, 
" I shall eternally unmoved abide." 

8 Thy pleasure, Lord, 1 with strength my mountain stay'd ! 
— Thou didst secrete Thy Face ! I sank dismay 'd ! 
Now therefore, Lord, 2 to Thee I make my cry, 

9 Yea ! — to the Lord 8 for grace a suppliant fly t 

Tht Divine life the only tttvrt'ty. " iVhy hait Thou forsaken Mel" 
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to What gains my blood, to yon foul chasm gone down? 

Shall dust give thanks ? Shall dust Thy Truth make known ? 
1 1 Hear, Lord ! On me Thy gracious goodness show 1 

Yea t Lord, I pray, come near to help me now t 
13 Yea ! Thou hast tum'd my wail to mirthful dance, 

My sackcloth loosed, and girt with jubilance ! 

The mystery of Christ's death. The triumph of resurrection. 

13 Thee then in deathless psalms shall glory praise, 
Eternal thanks to Thee, O Lord, my God, ['11 raise I 

Eternal glory twittp in Goa*s praise* 



TSALM 31. 

THE DIVINE LIFE A HIDDEN LIFE 

To the Pi Client or. A Psalm of David 

JESUS upon the Cross appropriates this Psalm in Divine triumph 
as He enters the grave. Take refuge with Him as the Mediator and 
thou wilt not fear the grave. There will be no shame in His death. 
Thy death will be all shame unless thou die in Him, but with Him 
all is glory. His Divine Sonship is a Rock of Asylum for thee. 
His glorified Humanity is the fortified House wherein thou shalt 
find salvation. Come thither and claim the promise made to the 
lame and to the blind, so dear to the soul of David's Son (Isa. 
xxxv. 6), The Rock and the Crag tell of the beginning and ending 
of Israel's journey, the Incarnation and the Passion of Christ. 

The Divine Power did not interfere to drive away Christ's 
enemies while He had to contend with them, but when the victory 
was won, God welcomed the Spirit of His well-beloved Son who 
had ennquered, so that He left this world of humiliation. He had 
redeemed our humanity in His own Person by the strength of the 
Godhead whereby at first He laid hold of it. In His redeemed 
Humanity we are to claim redemption as His members. He is the 
Second Adam. 

Jesus quotes this Psalm in the moment of death. He inserts 
the word "Father." This no typical Psalmist could use. This is 
the title whereby God is claimed as lifting us out of the pit which 
must otherwise be our destruction. Jesus is the Son of God, and 
as His members we can say, Our Father. Such a title is not found 
in the Psalter, for the truth of Divine Sonship did not exist 
amongst men before the Incarnation. Now God has not only 
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redeemed us from death by the Right Hand of His power, but He 
has raised us out of the condition of natural birth by the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Oh, how we must hate the phantoms of this lower world of sin 
and death, if we realty know what it is to die to transitory things 
and commend our spirit to God's loving welcome and the beatific 
manifestation of His glory. 

Wonderful love whereby the Son of God took upon Himself the 
form of a slave, becoming subject during three-and-thirty years to 
the tyranny of death in our nature I He hates the blindness and 
lameness of sin. He gives to His people illumination and vigour. 

Wonderful power whereby in the weakness of our nature He 
asserted the freedom of His Divine Sonship, and crushed the 
serpent's head I " He put off" from His Humanity "the domination 
which principalities and powers had exercised, and made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in His Cross" (Col. iL 15). 

How vain are the idols of human praise. Thou must learn to 
love the Cross of Christ, dying to the world, that with Him thou 
mayest live unto God. So will He love Thee evermore, and those 
that seek earthly things can have no share in His redemption. 

Consider the lifelong su:Tering of Jesus, how He became an 
abomination to those who were round about Him. Fear not to 
bear His reproach. ' 

Observe how the lamentation of this Psalm is free from all 
remorse. Be watchful that there shall be nothing in thine own 
conduct which may deserve to be blamed. 

If upon any occasion thou su fie rest undeservedly, thank God 
that by the grace of Christ thy suffering may be acceptable to 
Him but remember also on how many an occasion Thou hast 
deserved to be blamed. Yea, think what a sinner thou art in the 
sight of God. "We indeed suffer justly, but this Man hath done 
nothing amiss" (Luke xxiii. 40- 

As lesus was strong to overcome by reason of His Godhead, so 
must thou look for His strength to succour thee in times of tempta- 
tion, relying upon Him as thy Lord and thy God. 

Look for the tight of His countenance to shine upon thee. He 
will put thine enemies to sh.ime, if thou art content to lie hidden 
with Him, buried in His grave, waiting for the resurrection, when 
He shall come to be glorified in His saints. 

As thou feelest the bondage of sin, so must thou claim the 
unfailing presence and help of thy Redeemer, for He is thy God. 
Call others to live in this same Divine confidence. He who 
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said to Simon, " Strengthen thy brethren," bids us fulfil the work of 
chanty in brotherly exhortation. 

Jesus entered not into His glory until He had suffered. Fear 
not to suffer. If we suffer with Him, we shall be glorified 
together : 

THE DIVINE REDEEMER 

2 To Thee, O Lord, for refuge do I flee : 
Let me not be ashamed eternally 1 

In Thine own righteousness — Oh ! rescue 1 me ! 

3 Bend 'Mown Thine ear! To my deliv'rance speed*! 
To me be Thou a stronghold -rock indeed ! 

A fortress-house of watch from danger freed 1 

4 For Thou I my Crag— my Fort of Watch— art Thou ! 
for Thy Name's sake, lead 1 me, guide 5 me, now ! 

5 O draw 8 me from the net there which they hide, 
My stronghold Thou, wherein I may confide ! 

6 My spirit to Thy Hand in charge I yield, 

Thou hast redcem'd me, Lord ! — Godhead in truth reveal'd. 

The humiliation of the Passion is not for ever, it pasnes into the glory of the 
Resurrection. The llody of tlt£ Incarnate is a House of permanent dwelling from 
which God loots upon the Satanic world into which fie has entered^ And the Drt'ine lift 
makes it secure as a fortress. The great E.xodus of the- Son of Cod. The strong hand 
Of Divine penver uplifts the manhood from the tyranny of Satan. Jesus inserts the 
title " Father." No one could use this title truly until Jesus came. 

7 I hate the devotees of phantoms vain, 
But trustful ' in the Lord will still remain ; 

8 Exulting, 1 joyous, 3 I Thy mercies own, 
For Thou on my affliction hast look'd down. 
Thou know'st my soul, when seas of sorrow drown. 

9 Thou hast not shut me up in the foe's hand, 
But mak'st my feet in widespread freedom stand. 

The upwinding (Ps- 30. ) t noiv the freedom of the redeemed life. 

Lord, 1 give me grace, by such oppression doom'd I 
Mine eye, soul, flesh, beneath their spite consum'd ! 
II For spent with anguish wastes my life away, 
Sad years which sob themselves into decay 1 
My vigour through iniquity gives way, 
And, grief-consum'd, my bones are left as clay. 

Share Chriifs Passion and mourn for tAy sins which needed His Redemptive 
struggle. The suffering life of Christ giving Hint the appearance of age. 
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12 How with reproach th' oppressors all infest ! 

See I neighbours nod I They fear who know me best 1 
And gazing extcrns shrink ns from a pest ! 

13 I am forgotten like th 1 uncared-for dead, 

Like some crack'd vessel, whence all use is fled. 

The suffering of reproach* We must not think it hard if others shun us. 

14 For I have heard the carping multitude, 
Myself a scare to all that round me stood, 
While these established in alliance rude 
Scheme for my soul with sharp solicitude. 

The multitude around the Cross, 

15 Rut as for rne, I trusted, Lord, 3 on Thee : 
Yea, 1 have said, that thou my God shalt be. 

16 My times are in Thy Hand ? Deliverance bring I » 
From hand of foes, and persecutors' ring, 

17 O let Thy Face with light b Thy servant bless 1 
O save me for Thy mercy's tenderness I 

Confidence in God. The Light of Cads Face shines as the glory of the Resurrect 
tion. It shines not by outward prosperity but by participation 0/ Christ's risen lift. 

18 Put me not, Lord, 1 to shame ! To Thee I call : 
Let wicked ones find silent shame in Sheol 1 

19 Let lying lips be dumb, to silence hush'd : 

The Righteous with abandon'd words they crush'd, 
Despising all, reckless in proud disgust. 

The enemies of Christ shall be dumb when He speaks their doom. 

20 Thy vast hid goodness those who fear Thee find, 
Wrought for Thy refugees before mankind. 

21 Thy face secretes them from men's hostile leagues : 
Thou hid'st them in a booth from tongues' intrigues. 

32 Blest Lord 1 His wondrous mercy girds me well, 
A city of strong walls, wherein to dwell. 

But as for me, I said in hasty woe, 
23 " 1 am hewn off, no more Thine eye to know : " 

And Thou, when I appeal'd, my prayer didst not forego. 

Security in God. His goodness to us during our probation will he manifest in the 
Judgement. The new Jerusalem. In Fs. 6a Edom is the well-fenced aty, the power of 
the world. Now Christ has conquered. He triumphs in the graiv. The solitude of the 
Cross did not mar His cgnfidence of union with the Father. Whenwtsee ourdangtrwt 
must not be fearful, but must appeal to God in Christ, 
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24 O love the Lord, 1 all ye His saintly train ! 
Ne'er fails the Lord 2 the faithful to sustain. 

He pays the proud their work ! Full price they gain ! 

25 Be firm,— your heart with stout endurance great- 
All ye that on the Lord 3 with patience wait. 
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I'SALM 32. 

THE HLESSEDNESS OF THE REGENERATE 

Penitential II 

David 's. For retlertion 

Ps. t. sets before us the blessedness of man walking according to 
the taw wherein Cod created him, and gave him a covenanted life. 
This Psalm sets forth the blessedness of the new man, restored to 
acceptance with God. It is the first of the eleven Psalms which 
are entitled "Maskil." The new covenant which God makes with 
us in Christ demands our solemn consideration. If we fall away 
from it, there is no power whereby we can be renewed. 

" Happy is he whose transgression is taken up." Taking up 
implies taking away. Christ took our transgression because He 
took upon Himself the consequences of our transgression. He was 
wounded for our transgressions, for the transgressions of God's 
people (Isa. liii. 5, 8). By His Incarnation He became subject to 
alt the sufferings which have come upon man inasmuch as man 
rebelling against God has become the slave of Satan. He did not 
institute a new covenant between God and man by a mere external 
^constitution. He entered into the condition of the rebels whom 
He would restore, taking upon Himself the form of a slave to Satan, 
although He was all the while abiding in the form of God, as the 
Son consubstantial with the Father. The transgression, the re- 
bellion, was ours, not His. His undivided Personality made Him 
experience the antagonism between the Uncreated and the Created 
natures, the Infinite and the finite, the sovereignty of the Almighty 
and the self-will by which His brethren after the flesh repudiated it. 

Our nature, perverted by rebellion, had lost the controlling in- 
spiration which was given to Adam at the beginning. He took 
this nature upon Himself, and by taking it He bad to experience 
the strain of holding it as it were in place. His perfect obedience 
to God was a continuous exercise of violence upon the impulses of 
Mis assumed Humanity, as He felt the pressure of man's corrupt 

VOL. H. I 
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will in all the sympathies whereby He was consubstantially united 
with every individual of the human race. The transgression which 
He Lore was the measure of the merit of His own unswerving 
obedience to God. He could not act true to God in any respect 
without experiencing the greatness of man's rebellion. Their re- 
bellion was the measure of His allegiance. 

Without the Divine life He could not have exercised such 
opposition to the corrupt law of our fallen condition. Oh ! happy 
is man, in that God has sent His Son that we may not perish in nur 
rebellion, but may live true to the Divine will, by being incorporated 
into the Well-Beloved ! 

And yet it is not enough that our state of rebellion against God 
should be terminated. We have to give account for the individual 
sins whereby we have offended Him. 

All our acts leave a mark upon our nature which must remain 
unto the day of judgement, unless there he a supernatural action of 
grace to obliterate each mark. This is the resurrection of the flesh, 
not merely an insensible appendage or instrument of the sout, but 
our very self, such as we have made ourselves. Our actions leave 
an indelible mark whether for good or for evil, according to which 
marks we shall be judged. The judgement according to our works 
will be effected not by external attestation, but by the manifestation 
of our past lives as visibly recorded upon the bodily faculties wherein 
we acted during life. 

We need, therefore, to have all the traces of past sin done away 
by the supernatural power of grace. Otherwise they would cry out 
against us, even though we had ceased from our rebellion. 

It were impossible for us to cover our own sin. Neither will any 
external covering avail which leaves the sin hidden underneath. 
The eye of God requires truth in the inward parts. No covering, 
therefore, is of any use which does not effect a real obliteration of that 
which is covered (Ps. 51. 3, 4). The covering must be as the 
covering of a healthy glow, covering over the skin which had 
previously been eaten out with the sores of some terrible disease. 
The leprous flesh of Naaman was thus cleansed, and his skin 
became as the skin of a little child. So must our corrupt nature 
be renewed in healthy purity if we are to have the happiness of 
which this Psalm speaks. 

This is the gift of regeneration. It is not merely a renovation to 
future obedience, but it is a deliverance from past sin. The for- 
giveness of sins is not a mere act of amnesty by which God treats 
our sins as if they need not be remembered. It is an act of 
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substantive renovation, by which we are taken out of the un- 
healthy condition of impurity, and the sins of past life are so 
covered with the energy of holiness, that all the scars and traces of 
past sin are clone away, as when the skin peels off from the human 
body, during the recovery from a fever. 

Christ becoming man took upon Himself the strain of our per- 
verted humanity, so as to rectify our humanity by His own will, 
never swerving from its allegiance to God. 

Christ by His Godhead infused into our humanity the energy 
of holiness by which our corrupt nature may rise to a condition ot" 
health. 

Such is the happiness which belongs to the Second Adam ! 
Delivered from the possession of the fallen will, and raised to the 
glorifying acceptance of the Divine Love. 

Therefore in saying this Psalm grasp the Cross and praise God 
for the renewal of holiness to which thou art called. 

Happy is the man, the new Adam, to whom the Lord will not 
impute perverscness. 

Wc are all born into this world in a state of rebellion, as our 
nature is broken away from the Divine principle which would keep 
us tiue tp the law of obedience. 

We arc all born into this world, and live on in it, with manifold 
sins, by which the corruption of our present condition makes 
itself manifest, marring our best actions. 

Our nature is corrupt by its evil desires, and burdened by the 
accumulated inheritance of sinful actions. 

This nature Christ has taken upon Himself, being conceived in a 
substance which was the original nucleus of the corrupt mass with 
which He thus by Mis Incarnation became associated, and in- 
heriting all the consequences of man's sinful actions which belong 
not only to the individual who has committed them, but by 
participation of nature to the whole race as a solid unit, for we are 
"members one of another." 

The Divine life of Christ strengthened Him, so that He could 
exercise Mis individual will in antagonism to the mass of man's 
corruption from whence He derived the natural elements of His 
external nature, but Me had necessarily to experience the unity of 
natural life in which He was associated, with all His brethren after 
the flesh Nothing but death could separate Mini bum this con- 
dition in which He bore our Irangression. But God as He looked 
upon Him saw that there was in Him no iniquity. The Lord laid 
upon His living, conscious Personality the iniquity of all mankind, 
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with whom He was thus identified. He was bruised for our ini- 
quities, suffering at the hands of Satan all those consequences of 
slavery which man's iniquity invoked. So He bore our iniquities, 
remaining Himself an injured by Lhcm, however much weighed 
down by the grievous burden (Isa. liii. 6, 5, 11). So are we freed 
from our slavery. " If the Son shall make you free, then are ye free 
indeed." We are made free by being incorporated into Him. The 
strain of man's corruption has been done away for the members, 
so that they who are in Htm are contrariwise made subject to the 
impulses of His inherent righteousness. 

Thus does this Psalm anticipate the teaching of the A postle, *' for 
He was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him." "He that dwelleth in Him 
sinneth not." Happy indeed is that new Adam to whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity. In our Baptism we died to our old selves 
that we might Hve in Christ unto God. 

As we repeat this Psalm we must remember that we cannot 
be!ong to the new Adam unless we are dead to the old Adam. We 
are buried with Christ by Baptism into death, and unless we are 
living in the power of His Resurrection, we are putting away from 
ourselves the blessing of His death. The Spirit of Troth, which is 
the inward life of Christ, this Second Adam, must rule our hearts, 
so that in our spirit ihere may be no lingering guile such as natur- 
ally belongs to us by the taint of the serpent's poison. God does 
not accept us in Christ by any external imputation, as if Christ 
were our substitute. He accepts us in Christ by a regenerating 
inspiration, because Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, 
and we are members every one in particular. 

This Psalm sums up the blessedness and the responsibility of 
our Christian calling. 

No man can say that Jesus is Christ but by the Holy Ghost. 
How does the Apostle groan >vhile writing of the state of man in 
the slavery of sin. It was in the experience of the slavery from 
which He would redeem mankind that Christ speaks of His " words 
ol roaring" which seem to be so inconsistent with His mission of 
salvation. While He was on earth He spake not with the external 
omnipotence belonging to His utterance as the Htcrnal Word 
He allowed Himself to be in silence. His bones, His human 
nature, in its inmost solidity, felt the wasting power of the sin which 
He had to counteract. This interior struggle with mums sin was 
the daily " roaring" of the Saviour. 

We must share in this roaring. We must be dead to ourselves. 
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We must have the Word of Christ dwelling within us as the re- 
newing power whereby we may speak to God with confidence, 
appealing to Him as our Father. Only while we thus rise nut of 
ourselves to live in Christ can the roaring of sin's slavery give way 
to the peace of God which passcth understanding. We are 
silent towards Grid unless the Spirit of His Incarnate Word is 
making intercession within us. 

In reciting this Psalm we must consider the misery of our natural 
estate ! Ask for the spirit of penitence that you may humble your- 
self before God with the confidence of holy love. We must feel 
the Hand of God heavy upon us for our punishment Only so can 
we know what it is to have the loving ear of God ever open to our 
prayer. 

\Selaft. The music seems to tranquillize the soul so that by 
penitence it may claim the blessedness of the renewal in the 
heavenly covenant.] 

The penitent strengthened by the promises of God in Christ utters 
the words of humble confession. His sin estranged him from God. 
He cannot escape from his sin save by coming to God, The I land 
of God presses upon the sinner that he may become penitent. Then 
the Hand of God lifts up the penitent that he may rejoice in the 
Communion of Saints. " So Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin "' 

[Seltth. The music expresses the calmness of one who poured out 
grief and found comfort in God.] 

The pious soul can now therefore hold sweet converse with God, 
being restored to dwell in the light of His countenance. The day 
of restoration is a day of finding. God finds us when His Word 
comes home to our heart and wakens us to confession. We find 
God when we no longer hold ourselves aloof from Him in stubborn 
perversity. Seek and thou shall find. If we know the forgiveness 
of God by the experience of renewed love, we must call upon all 
others to seek the same. Torrents of darkness may overwhelm us. 
The powers of evil claim us as their prey, "They cannot separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." " Our 
life is hidden with Christ in God." He is our hiding-place until 
this tyranny be overpast. Under the old conditions of nature's 
slavery to Satan there was no escape. Now there is a hiding-place 
although the external tyranny of Satan still remains. There shall 
be a manifestation of Divine Love. When Christ who is our 
life shall appear, then shall they who have been hidden in Him 
appear with Him in glory. So will the songs of deliverance burst 
forth. We must exult in looking forward to that day, though for 
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a while we may have to sing the Lord's song as it were in a strange 
lane). Faith lays hold upon the jny that shall be in that day. 
Even so. Come, Lord Jesus. 

[The music, swells out in glad anticipation of the time when sin 
shall he no more.] 

The joy of God's covenant of pardon must not make us forgetful 
of His requirements. The voice of (kid Himself is heard closing 
this Psalm with admonition. He who gives us the spirit of adoption 
warns us that we must walk as Cod's children. 

It is the characteristic of the Christian covenant that we arc 
"all taught of God.' 1 God admonishes, teaches, gives us, that is, 
a new law, even the law of the Spirit, acting as our Conn sell or. 
Jesus is the Counsellor (Isa. \x. 6). The Law of Moses had no 
counsellor to guide the people in obeying it. Christ personally 
guides those who are admitted into the fellowship of grace. 
He guides His people with His eye, and that, not as an external 
spectator, but in the power of His Holy Spirit, searching their 
hearts and strengthening them as well as illuminating them 
according to their needs. 

God's people must not be like horse and mule. They are driven 
by external compulsion. The obedience of the Christian, instructed 
by the Spirit of Counsel, must be an obedience of love. We must 
he watching to see how His eye would guide us. If we have felt 
His Hand heavy upon us in our trouhle, we must now watch for 
His eye to be upon us, and in the fellowship of love which that eye 
reveals we shall draw nigh, that we may walk in the light of the 
Lord. 

The Son of God is come to make us free, hut if they escaped 
not who rejected him that spake on earth, of how much sorer 
punishment shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the Blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and "halb done 
despite unto the Spirit of Grace"? 

We must close this Psalm with a joyous act of self-oblation. 
— "Lord Jesus, I am Thine." O Lord, do with me what Thou wilt, 
for I know Thou lovest me. Thou who earnest into the world, 
bearing our transgression and renewing us to righteousness for the 
pitting away of our sin, findest Thy joy in giving life to Thy 
redeemed : and shall not I that was the slave of sin find joy in 
Thee who art my Light and my Salvation ? The joy of Thy Love 
must ever be the law of my nature, the principle of my regeneration, 
the strength of my actions, and the consummation of my desires. 
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THE COVENANT 01- THE NEW ADAM 

i O happy lot! Transgression home ! Sin vcil'd ! 

2 Happy the man on whom the Lord can snide, 
Free from iniquity, from spirit-guile ! 

3 While 1 was silent, all my bones gave way 
By reason of my roaring, all the day. 

Unian with Gad M^^ Divine glory vanchsa/e.i »» the Covert of n*v Wt 
in Christ* 
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4 Yea ! Day and night Thy heavy Hand I bare, 
My moisture dried like summer's weary glare. 

5 Iniquity and sin I'll show to Thee— 

Not veil transgression ! To the Lord I flee, 
For Thou dost bear my sin's iniquity ! Sr/n/t. 

Penitence irnwit the .fins which Christ hears. 

6 Thus while Thou may'st be found, each saint shall pray 
And what though drowning torrents round Him play? 
Surely untouch'd He shall remain for aye. 

7 Thou dost secrete and guard when troubles press. 
With ringing peals of rescue Thou wilt bless. Sclx/i. 

Jey of tin soul restored through petit tact to peace. 

8 " 1 will instruct' thee— leach " thee how to go— 
With watchful eye will needful counsel show. 3 

n See horse and mule stand stubborn, stupefied t 
Curb'd, bridled brav'ry 1 Be not yours such pride 
As mocks the master save by harness tied ! 

The necessity oj obedient lm>e in. those who nre restored. 

\a " Sec ! For the wicked many a wound is stor'd 1 
Mercy shall compass him that serves the Lord. 

, , Exult,' ye righteous ! In the Lord rejo.ee ! - 
Shout ■' ye upright in heart, with cheerful voice I 
The jay of those -mho abide in righteousness. 



N OVEN A 

Psalms 33. -41. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

SOJVGS OF DELIVERANCE 

Trilogy of Divine Power 

* J S. 33.— The victory of the great Champion ought to 
burst forth in songs of rescue. The Creator is He who 
looks upon us to deliver us from death. 

Ps. 34.— The third Alphabetical Psalm. The Angel 
of the Lord is near, so as to deliver God's people in 
their distress. 

Ps. 35.— The Angel of the Lord will smite all those 
who have opposed God's Chosen One, 

Trilogy of the Discipline of Weakness 

Ps. 36, — The boast of the proud perisheth. 

Ps. 37. — The patience of the saints and the final 
triumph of the meek who have God for their support 
is here contrasted with the overthrow of the wicked, who 
boasted of their worldly power. 

Ps. 38. — The penitent acknowledges the sin which he 
bears, and endures the reproaches of the world, for he 
looks for God to haste for salvation. 

1S» 
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Trilogy of the Acceptable Sacrifice 

Ps. 39. — -The Redeemed having assumed the nothing- 
ness of created existence waits with confidence for the 
welcome of Divine love. 

Ps. 40,— He bursts forth in the happiness of the new 
song to which lie attains in that He, His Body, has been 
given to God, and is the Acceptable Sacrifice wherein 
God delights. He has been obedient even to the death 
upon the Cross. His enemies are put to shame, and 
He wakens the Magnificat of all who trust in Him. 

Ps. 41. — The redeemed people must share the trial of 
faith. 

As Book T. opened with a double blessing, a blessing 
for the One Man who lived in doing God's will, and a 
blessing for those who took refuge in J dim, so it ends 
with the blessing uf Him whose life was a continual 
trust in God, and now of those who continue with 1 lim 
in His temptations, recognizing by faith the Divine 
Word which is veiled under His form of human 
weakness. 



PSALM 33. 

THE PREDESTINATION OS GRACE 1'ERFECTED IN 
THE RESURRECTION 

The life renewed out of death ! (Ps. 30.). The life hidden while 
dwelling in the world! (Ps. 31). The life restored to loving 
obedience by deliverance from sin ! (Ps. 32). Now we conic to the 
life as renewed to the utterance of Divine power by the resurrection. 

Thus do these Psalms carry on the progressive consciousness of 
the risen life. 

Noah found a new world around him after the flood. The 
Christian in Christ finds not only a new world around, but a new 
life within, lie lias in sing as (he voice of the I.ord speaks wiiliin 
him triumphantly and eternally. This is the new song of resurrec- 
tion. Ps. 40. calls for the new song of the Acceptable Sacrifice of 
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righteousness, Ps. 96, is the new song of Catholic adoption into 
Christ's Kiogdom, initiated by evangelization. We call all around 
to join with us therein, looking forward for Him who sat enthroned 
above the flood to come again, for He is reigning now unseen. 
Ps. 98. echoes the wide appeal with exultation by reason of 
the diffusion of Christian consciousness and the expectation of 
Divine judgement. ps. 144. is the new song of humanity per- 
fected in the glory of Christ. Ps. 149. is the new song of heavenly 
consummation. 

A new song I God's purposes in creation are perfected in faith- 
fulness. The ten -stringed lute of moral obedience rises to the 
articulate song of spiritual love. 

The Word of the Lord made the heavens, and in the power of 
His Spirit they were sanctified so as not to fall away from the 
truth. A finite creation could not bot fall into sin if left to itself, 
for sin is the contradiction of Cod's infinite will, and the finite 
cannot of its own power be for ever true to the infinite. The co- 
operation of the sanctifying Spirit was a sustaining power to all 
which the Word of God created. The creature therefore fell into 
sin, not by the necessity of God's creation, but by rejecting the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 



THE DIVINE LIFE OF THE NEW CREATIONS 

Introduction 

1 Shout, ye righteous, to the Lord : 
Sweet is praise uprightly pour'd. 

2 Thank the Lord I Haste, harps to bring : 
Wake the Psaltery's tenfold string ! 

3 New be now the song ye raise, 
Skilful concert, shouts of praise ! 

During the Passion the Word was silent, not acting in Divine manifestation. The 
Divine power in Him io&s manifested when, dying upon the Cross, fte destroyed death. 
Now we have to celebrate the Triumph. 

The WordofTntth 

4 The Lord's Word upright is found, 
And in Truth His Works abound. 

5 Righteous, judgement-loving Lord ! 
Earth is with His mercy stor'd. 1 
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The Son and the Spirit 

6 All the heavens the Lord's Word made ; K 
All their host His breath display'd. 3 

7 Oceans piles He like an heap — 
Fills the treasuries of the deep. 

God the Creator 

8 Fear the Lord, all ye of earth ! 
Tremble, all of worldly birth ! 

9 All things rose at His command : 
By His law firm-fixt they stand. 

The Wisdom of God's Government 

to He, the Lord will bring to nought 
Gentiles' counsel, peoples' thought. 

1 1 Counsel from the Lord is sure ; 
Thoughts He loves for aye endure. 

The Blessedness of the Dim'ne Covenant 

13 Who the Lord as God have known — 
Happy folk ! His choice ! His own ! 

13 For the Lord from Heaven surveys 
All mankind. He sees their ways, — 

14 Notes from His abiding-place 
All on earth of every race— 

15 Forms their hearts, yea ! One by one, 
Well discerns whate'er is done. 

The Creature Powerless 

16 Kings may fail, though great their force, 
Men of might in vigorous course. 

17 Treacherous oft, the trusted steed, 
Fails to save by forceful speed. 

The Watchfulness of Divine Love 

18 But the Lord approves our fear, 
While men wait for mercy near. 

19 He from death will free their soul ; 
He in famine keeps them whole. 
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The Joyous Confidence of Faith 

10 Fixt we pause, the Lord to see ; 

He our J lelp, our Shield is Me ! 
21 For In Mini our joy we claim, 

Trusting in His holy Name. 
32 Lord, let mercy crown our state. 

For on Thee witli hope we wait. 



PSALM 34. 
PROTECTION AMIDST TMK DIVINE DISCIPLINE 

ALPHABETICAL III 

DaviiPi, -when he changed his demeanour before Abiinekeh, who drove 
him away and he departed 

C.ATH represents the world, tlie winepress trodden by Jesus in His 
PaSsioll, The Prince of this world would claim to be the son of a 
King (Abimelech, my father, a king). Hut he has rebelled against 
his Father. Jesus is (he First Begotten, the Eternal Son. He 
comes here not putting forward His Divine claim, but changing 
1 lis demeanour as if He belonged to the world atone. The Divine 
Wisdom was hidden. The world thought Him to be beside 
Himself. 

Fear not, if the world drives thee away. Thou scemest mad 
to the world if thou delight in the Cross. Yet the Cross changes 
the gates of earth's prison-house into gates of Paradise. Take up 
thy Cross and learn of Chriit to be meek. Angels wait around, 

David left C'.ath to abide in the cave and gather his followers. 
We must follow Jesus from Gethsemane and hide with Him in the 
grave of baptismal separation. Fed with His grace, we shall sec 
His glory. The children of the devouring lion starve and die. 
That lion is death. But out of the eater comes forth meat. The 
Body of Christ raised from death is the Food of eternal life for ail 
the faithful. 

The Psalm changes in verse \z from praise to instruction. The 
opening distich was followed by three triplets. Now another 
distich introduces three more triplets. The Psalm closes with a 
quatrain of contrast between the ungodly and the righteous. 

It is the life of meekness which the Psalmist inculcates. "Take 
My yoke upon you, and Jcarn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of 
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heart." David marked the gate of the city with crosses. We 
must take up our cross and follow Jesus in His humiliation. So 
must we learn of Mini the fear of the Lord. Then shall we have 
the eyes of the Lord upon us, whereas otherwise we shall have the 
Face of the Lord against us. If we show Christ dwelling within 
us, the Father hears, the Sou is near to us in the bonds of brother- 
hood, the Holy Ghost will deliver by strengthening us against 
every danger. 

The power of death cannot harm ns. "The Lord keeps all Mis 
bones." What was exhibited in Christ upon the Cross will he 
equally fulfilled in all Christ's members. 

Jesus is the Righteous One. He lives in all His members. 
Gethsemane showed His Righteousness, for Satan could find no 
taint of sin in His Blood when Fie strove to crush Him, 
Calvary shows how He was protected, for Satan could go no 
further in assailing Mini than God's permission. We are safe in 
death if we abide in Mini. 

We are not to fear men, but to fear the Lord. David was afraid 
of Achish,and feigned madness. This was a different tone of mind 
from that in which as a mere lad he had gone out to fight against 
Goliath. Me had now with him Goliath's sword, which ought to 
have made him restful in God's protection. In truth his folly was 
in seeking protection from the people of Ooliath, Saul and Gath, 
both of them, represent the world, though in different aspects. It is 
madness for the beloved of God to seek for the world to give pro- 
tection against the world. If we ally ourselves with the people of 
the world, our conduct will seem to the world around us to be mad- 
ness, for they cannot understand the maxims upon which we have 
to act. The world will despise us if we seek its alliance, and 
happy it is for us if the world does despise us. The wisdom of the 
world is foolishness with God. David learnt to exult and praise 
God for being despised at Gath much more than he coukt have 
done for any help which Achish could have given. Thus he learnt 
the lesson of meekness by which alone we can inherit the earth. 
Thus he learnt its a poor man to cry unto the Lord, and the Lord 
heard him. The last Psalm was a Psalm of deliverance by Divine- 
power, the Word of the Lord, manifested in the resurrection life. 
This i'salm is a Psalm of deliverance by Divine illumination, 
delivering us from reliance upon ourselves. God's power is of nu 
avail to us until we have learnt in meekness to distrust ourselves, 
Happy is the man that takes rcfegc in the Lord. If we would 
come to Christ Crucified, we must die to ourselves. We come to 
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Him as the gateway whereby we quit the world altogether. We 
mark that gateway with crosses, being conformed to Christ's 
Passion. 

So must we fear the Lord, not because we have felt His Hand 
to be against us, but because we have tasted His supernatural 
sweetness, giving consolation to our souls amidst the worldly 
antagonism. Thus we come to have our eyes opened, and see that 
the Lord is indeed good. 'I lien we can fear Him truly, yea! "fear 
the Lord and His goodness" (Hos. iii. 5). 

The latter part of the Psalm, therefore, is fittingly an instruction 
upon the fear of the Lord. How safe we are if we fear Him! 
We must be "seeking peace," not under the care of Achish, but 
in Him whose welcome awaits us when Achish drives us aw\iy. 

The deliverance is not for one alone, but for all who, like the 
poor man, cry unto Him. The broken-hearted, the crushed, those 
who have great woes in the world, shall find II is promise ever sure. 
He who redeemed us upon the Cross will not suffer those who trust 
in Him to be condemned. 



THE ANGEL OK THE COVENANT 



2 K The Lord at all times will \ bless : 

His constant praise in words express, 

3 2 My soul shall boast the Lord's 1 true care : 

The meek uiih joy responsive bear! 

4 2 With me the Lord's * great power proclaim ! 

Extol we with one voice His Name ! 

5 *| The Lord 3 I sued : He answei'd me : 

From many a scare He set mc free. 

David ivai driven a-ioay, ns reir^ mad* IVe must rejoice if the world easts its out. 
The elect fallow Christ. Te the world the Chrintia.it seems to 6e mad. Thar me the 
children of the King of Heaven. 



6 n Him they regard ! How bright their smile 

Their faces shall no blush defile, 

7 J Th' afflicted cries ; the Lord replies, — 

Bids him from sorrow safely rise. 

8 n Camp'd, the Lord's angel circles near 

To free all those who own His fear. 

A U in affliction must realize the fellowship of the Man nf 'Sorrows, 
the Lord wilt always be near those why fight against IHf n*it atte* 
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9 t3 The Lord 1 is good. Come, taste ! Come, see ! 
Happy His valiant refugee 1 
O fear the Lord, 2 ye holy train ; 
Who fear Him, find no want remain. 
The lion-cubs may starve and die : 
Who sue the Loicl,^ find good supply. 

The children of the evil one. 
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12 ? Come, children, give me now your ear : 

111 teach you how the Lord to fear. 

13 o What man delights in lengtheu'd life — 

Loves days prolong'd with goodness rife? 

14 3 Guard thou thy tongue lest wrong defile? — 

Thy lips, that they may speak no guile \ 

15 D Turn thee from wrung ; all goodness do: 

Seek peace and patiently pursue. 

16 Jf On righteous men the Lord ! looks down : 

Their loud appeal His ears shall own, 

17 E Workers of wrong feel the Lord's a Face, 

Mighty their memory to efface. 

18 *i They made their wai! : the Lord/ replies ; 

From sorrows freed, He bids them rise. 

19 p The Lord the broken heart will heed — 

Saves the crush'd spirit in its need, 
no i Great woes the Righteous Man befall : 

The Lord will set Him free from all : 
m t» He keeps His bones : the word is spoken, 

Not one amongst them shall be broken. 

This premise fulfilled on Calvary is a pledge to all future times eJGwfs protttting 
•e. 

Hfi The wicked by his wrongs is slain : 

Who hate the righteous nought but guilt must gain. 
23 b The Lord redeems His servants' soul : 

His refugees from guilt shall be made whole. 

Ifive '.ui<nttl profit by Christ's death ow must take refuge in Him. 
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PSALM 35. 

THE CONFIDENCE OF THE SOUL IN THE REDEMPTION 
WROUGHT HV CHRIST 

Davids 

In the opening triplet invoke the Holy Trinity, that (he Incarnate 
Son, Himself thy Shield and Buckler, may with the Spirit hold 
back thine enemies. So will He show Himself as Jesus, thy 
Salvation. 

The Psalmist seeks from God protection, not retaliation. If 
God were outwardly to smite Christ's foes, it would destroy the 
moral value of Christ's obedience. "Their hour and the power of 
darkness" must be left free. The Divine Word present in Christ 
made it impossible for the malice of Satan to take away His life. 
The impossibility was typified by the command given to Satan not 
to take away the life of Job. 

The active punishment of Christ's enemies was to follow after 
Christ's trial was over. Then the Divine wrath would come upon 
them to the uttermost. Christ, the Sufferer, will eventually be the 
Judge. The tenderness of His human love cannot interfere with 
the identification of His will, both as God and as Man, with the 
will of the Father. lie must therefore denounce those who reject 
the redemption which the Father sent Him to accomplish. They 
choose to be Satan's slaves and must perish with the master whom 
they have chosen. 

So in this Psalm they are to be the chaff scattered by the breath 
of God's displeasure. The Angel of Vengeance pursues them. 
They have rejected the Lord, the Fight, the Way of Salvation. 
They must be given over to darkness, and the slippery ways of 
their own corrupt choice. Helpless as chaff, they yet cannot lose 
the personal consciousness of their misery as they fly in darkness 
and slip down into greater depths of moral evil. Their future 
suffering will be the result of their own actions. The mischief 
which they sought to do against God's Messenger will be accom- 
plished upon themselves. 

Observe David's songs of rescue. He pleaded (Ps. 31. 2). He 
promised to sing praise (Ps. 32. y). Deliverance from death (Ps. 33. 
19). Deliverance of the poor, the meek (Ps. 34. 5, 18,20). Deliver- 
ance of the Divine Champion in His poverty (Ps. 35. 10). His 
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unbroken bones are the witness to God's Truth (Ps. 34. 21 ; 35. 
10). His very existence amidst the antagonism was an evidence 
of the Divine life. The sword of Goliath told of what God had 
done. His existence, continuing unbroken amidst the present in- 
tensity of struggle, is a living voice to Him, speaking of God's con- 
tinuous, covenanted care. 

His enemies must perish, for they are assailing Him whom God 
has sent. God's vengeance is the basis of His own imprecations, 
not the result of His own human desires. They are "of their 
father, the devil, who was a liar from the beginning." 

Hear them accusing Jesus of blasphemy and rebellion ! lie had 
come to manifest the truth of God and establish the Kingdom of 
Truth. David was a type of Him by his loyalty to Saul, waiting 
for God to give him the predestined kingdom. Therefore Saul 
hated him, So the Jews persecuted Jesus, because He came as 
God's representative, the Divine Heir of the Kingdom which they, 
by their worldliness, had forfeited. 

Jesus came, the promised Redeemer, the Son of God, clothing 
Himself with the sack-cloth of our flesh, because of their sins. By 
prayer and fasting He would cast Satan out. He mourned as a 
companion of earthly sorrow, a brother after the flesh. He 
mourned as for a mother, weeping over Jerusalem which was dead 
to God. 

His enemies exult over His very sorrow. Seeing Him hail- 
possibly there is an allusion here to the agony as putting His bones 
out of joint {cf. Ps. 22.)— they ought to have recognized herein a 
sign of God's Messenger typified by Jacob, their forefather (Gen. 
xxxii. 12). On the contrary, they rejoiced. They buffeted Him and 
mocked Him. 

The Psalmist prays to be delivered from the young linns, the 
brood of hell. 

lie prays to be vindicated against His enemies, not for their 
hurt, but for the manifestation of His own integrity in God's 
service. 

In that vindication those who hate Him must be clothed with 
shame and disgrace. They who delight in His righteousness shall 
praise God. lie will lead their praise all the day, the day of 
eternity. 
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THK ANGEL OF VENGEANCE 

Plead, Lord for plaintiff throngs prevail 
Fight on my side, when foes assail. 

2 Seize Thou the buckler and the shield, 
And rise, my needed help to yield : 

3 And take the spear, and block the rear ! 
O say,— To save thee I am here. 

'Divine satiation ex fueled. 



4 Let all who would my soul defy, 
In blushing shame confounded fly ! 

5 De they as chaff by whirlwinds blown ! 
Let the Lord's angel thrust them down | 

6 Be their way darkness, siipo'ry mire ! 
Let the Lord's angel chase, nor lire I 

The perdition oftht ungodly. 

7 All unprovoked their net they laid i 

To snare my soul the chasm they made. 

8 His be the howling deep unknown ! 
The net he hid shall be his own, 
Who in that howling deep falls down ! 

9 My soul exults the Lord to sec, 
And His salvation wakes my glee. 

The deliverance of Jesus /tarn the doom which awaits the enemy. 

io So speak my bones revived from grief! 
Lord, who like Thee can give relief, 
Th' afflicted, when strong foes are nigh, 
Th* afflicted, poor, to free from robbery? 

/Itli-'irauce of Jesus from Satan, the sjiciUr of mankind. 

Complaint gainst His Emmies 

1 1 Witnesses rise with cruel tone : 
They question me of things unknown. 

12 For good they pay me wrongful pain : 
Bereavement is my soul's sole gain. 

The false witnesses* 
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1 3 When they were sick I sackcloth wore — 
Humbled my soul with fasting sore — 
How'd on my breast, my prayer did pour, 

[4 1 cared as friend or brother cares, 
As one who mother's mourning wears. 

Christ wearing- our suffering flesh in order to deliver us from our sins* Himself 
our Companion and Brother meumingfor the sinfulraee out of 'whose deadness lie was 
born, its one whose mother has died* 

1 s 1 halt : — in joyous bands they meet — 

Jeer Lit me- abjects from the street ! 

With lacerating jibes they greet ! 
(6 As worthless parasites profane, 

In gnashing mockery they remain ! 

Malic ittits scorn of the ungadty. 

Appeal for Deliverance 

17 Master, Thou seest it. Haste ! Arise! 

Bring back my soul from their wild howling cries, 
From lion -cubs the darling that I prize. 

18 Midst the great choir rny thanks I'll raise — 
Midst serried people chant Thy praise. 

The Horn '. evil spirits whom He has folhnvcd into llad^s* The Church, gathci-cd 
frcrn all nations into a glorious solidarity. 

19 Let not my foes rejoice through lies, 
Nor causeless haters wink their eyes. 

20 No words of peace with these ate found : 
Earth's shrinking souls with guile they wound. 

21 Large mouths they make, at me to sneer : 
"Aha," say they ; "our eye sees clear." 

22 O Lord, Thou secst ! Not silent he' ! 
My Master, keep not far from me 1 ! 

23 Be roused J t Awake 2 ! For judgement's need ! 
God, Master ! For my soul to plead ' 

24 Just Lord, My God, give 3 judgement right ! 
Let them not joy in vengeful spite :l I 

25 Let them not say, "We wished it so," 
Nor bnast " He's safely swallow'd now." 

26 Blush they witli shame, at wrong to boast ! 
Shame and confusion clothe their host, 
Who o'er my strife have vaunted most ! 
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27 Let all rejoice who hail my sight ! 
The Lord, they'll say, is great in might 
His servant's peace is His delight, 

28 My tongue Thy righteousness shall bless, 
And all day long Thy praise express. 

The joy of the faithful at the nts.nifcstn.tion 0/ Jesus in His glory. 



PSALM 36. 

HUMBLE FAITH CONT HASTED WITH UNBELIEVING 
PRIDE 

To the Precentor. A Fiulm of David, the Lord's servant 

THE Angel of Vengeance will pursue the ungodly. Vet they go 
on foolhardily in their plans against God. Sin makes men bold 
because it makes tlicm blind. The heart rests secure and despises 
God. Momentary success ii accepted as if it would last for ever. 
So the heart is busy, scheming for villainy, and sets aside God's 
eternal judgement. 

O Lord, let me not act in the darkness of sin, but in the light of 
Thy countenance. 

O let me look to Thy mercy for my sins need it, and to Thy 
truth for Thou wilt maintain it. Thy judgements will not leave any 
sin unscarched. Thy righteousness is as a mountain that I may 
climb. Its firm footing shall not fail. And yet the height to 
which Thou callest me is beyond what mine eye can reach. 

God created all for Himself, and yet no creature can satisfy the 
Divine justice. We must look tn God for salvation. It is His 
gift, not our merit, Man and beast both alike are dependent upon 
Him, and it is only in His mercy that we can trust. Rut oh t how 
treat is His mercy ! The children of men can look for His wings 
to overshadow them with creative power. The Holy Spirit who 
brooded over all at the beginning will make His power manifest in 
our sanctification. 

Taken thus into covenant with God, we are called to feed upon 
the fatness of His House, the nourishment of the heavenly altar, 
and the sweet transport of the Blood of Christ, 

The creature does not rise up to God, but in God's covenant the 
very life of God is communicated to us. The regenerating fountain 
opens our faculties to supernatural inspirations, The children of 
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light have their eyes opened that they may rejoice in the vision of 
God, Jesus is the Light of Light, and they who are incorporated 
with Him shall behold the glory which He had with the Father 
before (he world was. 

To live in (his Light and to be transformed from gtory to glory 
is the joy of the faithful. Vain is the scoffer's self-seeking boast, 

O my God, keep me from the machinations of the ungodly. 
Keep me humble. Let Thy mercy bring me to Thy glory in 
safety. 

This Psalm points to ibe culminating self-enlhronement of human 
power in the person of Antichrist in contrast with the true exalta- 
tion of the Son of Man to the throne of God. 



THE ENDURANCE OF THE MEEK UNDER THE PERSECU- 
TION OK ANTICHRIST 

The Vain Confidence of Antichrist 

Transgression thus inspires the wicked heart, 
That fear of God may from his eyes depart. 

3 He smooths himself, bis eyes' proud will to sale, 
To find out bis iniquity, to hate. 

The scoffer's inspiration of f rule is likened tit the Pstthnist's in^ircslion l>y God. 
I A vtry obscure verse.] 

The Un discerning Heart of the Sinner 

4 With villainy and guile his words o'erflow : 
Prudence and goodness he hath ceased to know. 

5 His thoughts are villainy upon his bed. 

A way not good how stoutly doth he tread, 
Refusing nought of wrong, nor check'd by dread ! 



The Righteousness and Truth of Cod's Covenant 

6 Lord, in the heavens Thy wondrous mercy burns, 
And to the skies Thy changeless truth returns ! 

7 Thy righteousness as hills of Godhead high ! 
Thy judgements a vast deep beneath us lie ! 

For man, for beast, Thou, Lord, art Saviour nigh t 

The sublimity itf Divine reward. Tin mystery of eternal punishment. 
MH Icier sality of redemption. 



The 
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The Delight of the Faithful in God's Promises 

8 O God, Thy mercy is supremely kind, 

Men's sons beneath Thy wings their refuge find. 

9 Thou giv'st them fulness from Thine House supplied, 
And bid'st them drink Thy sweets, a copious tide. 

io Yea ! Life's true fountain springs from Thine abyss, 
And in Thy light we see light's perfect bliss. 

7' he defensive flatter of the Holy Ghost. The supernatural joy of grace. Hrrtce 
in Nicene Creed, Light of Light. 

The End of the Faithful and of Antichrist 

\ i To them that know Thee stretch Thy mercy's length, 
To men of upright heart Thy righteous strength ! 

12 Let not the foot of pride against me come, 
Nor wicked hand expel me from my home ! 

13 The villain-workers ! See them how they fall, 
Thrust down to earth, no more to rise at all t 

The gift of perseverance. 7 he po-.uer of the enemy cannot equal the power of 
Jtsus. 



PSALM 37. 
THE MARTYR SPIRIT 

Alphabetical IV 

David's 

Ps. 36 has set before us the human development of power, the 
power of Antichrist. This is not the world in which God in- 
tended His faithful servants to be supreme. Worldly power holds 
us back from God. 

As the great Psalms of man's exaltation (Pss. 8., 24., 33,, 1 10,, 1 18., 
144.) are followed by Alphabetical Psalms speaking of the restora- 
tion of moral order and righteousness, so is the Psalm of man's 
power culminating in Antichrist. Here, however, the restoration 
of the Divine order is by the boldness of the martyrs who rise 
superior to the ungodly world, living with the life of God by dying 
to the world. 

The meekness inculcated in Ps. 34. is set before us in the 
example of God's persecuted servant in Ps. 35, Its glorious issue 
is contrasted with the blind but short-lived self-sufficiency of the 
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proud in Ps. 36. This contrast is the moral basts of Messiah's law 
of meekness-righteousness (Ps. 45.), which is developed here. 

The prosperity of the evil is so transitory that it is not worth 
our consideration. It is only of man, and perishes, for all men are 
only as grass. Our prosperity must have a Divine life, while we do 
the work of God, and dwell in the covenanted land of Divine 
assurance and feed upon faithfulness. We live by faithfulness 
(Heb. ii. 4). The unseen powers of the Divine covenant are true as 
coming from God, and true as exercised by ourselves. So we feed 
securely. The covenant of faith is eternal. We feed upon God Him- 
self. " He that eateth Me shall live by Me." No food so abiding ! 
No food so sweet ! All our prayers are sure of answer in proportion 
as we live true to this covenant, "keeping His commandments and 
doing those tilings which are pleasing in His sight." 

We must cast our care upon God. He will preserve. He will 
help. He will vindicate. If we would trust in Him, we must do 
nothing without Him. Our trust and His help are commensurate. 

What is done in the power of His righteousness will shine with 
the brightness of His glory. Whereas all the noblest acts of man 
can only die out in darkness. 

Faith must have the patience of hope for its strength. We must 
wait meekly for God to act in His own time. The silence of faith 
looking up to God is the most earnest of prayers. It is not the 
silence of fatalism, nor of churlishness, but of loving expectant con- 
fidence. "We look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen, for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal." Faith 
grasps the eternal and becomes transformed into that which it 
grasps, so as to live thereby in the vision of eternal love. 

Silent submission stablishes us in God. Fretfulness and anger 
separate us from Him, and therefore they make us sinners, even 
though we fancy ourselves to be moved with zeal for God's glory. 
We must identify ourselves with God's judgement and wait for Him 
to come and show His power. He will cut off the ungodly, 
though He bears long with them, as "when His long-suffering 
waited in the days of Noah " (Gen. ix. 11). When the ungodly 
are cut off, then those who wait for Him shall have their promised 
inheritance (Josh. xi. 21, 23). 

The waiting is but for "a little while"! Measure it against 
eternity. "The vision is for an appointed time. It shall not tarry, 
but the just shall live by His faithfulness" (Heb. ii. 2, 3). The 
faithful shall have the abundance of the kingdom of peace, the new 
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earth wherein dwelleth righteousness, the inheritance of the meek. 
Then shall the wicked be no mote. 

The present world is the hour of the enemy and the power of 
darkness. They laugh the righteous one to scorn. But the Lord 
will laugh them to scorn when He conies. The day is coming 
when the wicked will have to give account. They think to fight 
against Christ, and " if they find any of this way, they would bring 
them bound," but thus " their thrcatenings and slaughter" shall have 
an end. 

What vexation their prosperity gives them ! Yes ! And what 
they have toiled for will quickly be taken from them. Evil in 
desiring ! Evil in getting ! Evil in having ! Evil in losing ! 
Nothing good left behind. 

On the other hand, what the righteous man has is good. How- 
ever small it may be in outward appearance, it is safe by the 
sustaining power of Divine life. It is good, for it comes from 
God, good for it is enjoyed in God, good for it is used for God, 
good for it expands with the experience of God, good for it is 
consummated in the fruition of God. 

The Lord sees the day of the ungodly coming. It is a day of 
doom for the outcasting of the sinner. It is the day of darkness 
separate from God's holy light of love. He does not see the days 
of the perfect coming as a vision from afar. These He knows 
within Himself with the full knowledge of His unchanging love. He 
knows them, for they are the communication to the elect of the 
glory of His own eternity. They are the eternal life which He 
gives to those who are incorporated into the mystical Body of 
His consubstantial Son. 

In the days of evil, when men's hearts fail for fear, the righteous 
will look up and lift up their heads. They who have lived by the 
world and for the world have nothing left them which can satisfy 
them. The righteous have the Lord for their portion and their 
cup. Their cup is full. 

The unrighteous man " builds upon borrowing." The means 
whereby he makes his way are not his own. In the end he is 
bankrupt and can give nothing back. 

In truth, whatever means he had belonged to God. He used 
what was God's for his own purposes, and not for God's glory. He 
is accountable to God. 

Oh, how important it Is for us to remember that everything we 
possess does belong to God, and that God expects to reckon with 
us for all that He has loaned to us 1 
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That which the righteous man possesses does indeed overflow, 
for he is able to make others partakers of the benefit. In the Com- 
munion of Saints all things are possessed in common, for they have 
an indivisible life inherent within them. The joy of each is that 
which he experiences in making others partakers of his joy. 

The conduct of a good man is stablished by the Lord. The 
righteousness of God is the life of all his actions. The Lord 
strengthens his feet and upholds his hands. God does not forsake 
him. 

True, he has to bear the lot of man's sinful inheritance. Yet he 
has the Bread of Heaven. Though the outward man perish, the 
inward man is renewed day by day. 

The blessing of God flows on to his posterity. Whilst living, 
he has what he can impart lo others in their need, lie leaves his 
children to the fatherhood of God. If they come lo penury, it is by 
their own sin. They may cast God away. God will not reject them. 

The covenant made with God is an abiding one. We must not 
be dismayed by the appearances of a false world. Do good and 
seek the judgement of God's love, for that cannot fail. 

The service of God is no blind expectation. The Word, the 
Wisdom of God, comes to I hose who are serving Him. It is his 
delight to speak of the things of God, and he is illuminated by the 
Spirit of God to perceive the beauty of the Divine law. He obeys 
God. He is conformed to God. He loves God. 

When trouble comes to him from the ungodly, he looks up to 
God and fears not. The trials of the outer life arc a judgement to 
which he must be subjected, but they only serve to develop 
that love which God approves, and so they turn to His greater 
blessing. Such is the law of patience by which faith is to be per- 
fected. Life in the world is a struggle, but its end is peace. 

We must take refuge in the Lord. He is our stronghold in 
trouble, our help, our deliverance, our salvation. He gathers the 
righteous into the welcome of His eternal love. 

THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS 

(X) Chafe not thyself because of wrong-doers, 

(h) Neither be thou envious against them that work malice, 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, 
And wither as the green herb. 

3 (3) Trust in the Lord, and do good : 

Dwell upon earth, and feed securely. 

The life t>f faith. 
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4 Make the Lord thy gratification, 

And He shall give thee the petitions of thine heart. 

5 (3) Roll thy way upon the Lord : 

Trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass. 

6 And He shall make thy righteousness to go forth as the 

light 
And thy judgement as the noonday. 

7 (l) Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him. 

Chafe not thyself because of him who prospereth in his 

ways, 
Because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass 

Waiting in hope. 

8 (n) Cease from anger and forsake wrath : 

Chafe not thyself: it tendclh only to wrong-doing : 

9 For wrong-doers shall be cut off 

And those that hope in the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth. 

10 (l) For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be : 

Yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place and he shall 
not be. 

1 1 But the meek shall inherit (he earth, 

And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

12 (j) The Wicked plotteth against the Righteous 

And gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 

1 3 The Master shall laugh at him, 

For He sceth that His day is coming. 

14 (n) The wicked have drawn out the sword and have bent 

l heir how, 
To cast down the Afflicted and Poor, 
To slay such as be upright in the Way. 

15 Their sword shall enter into their own heart, 
And their bows shall be broken. 

Satan's enmity aga inst Ch rist. The members af Ch rist. 

t6 (t3) Better is a little that the Righteous hath 

Than the abundance of many wicked : 
I? For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, ; 

But the Lord upholdeih the righteous. 

Thepstvtrty rf Christ and His eternal riches. 
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18 (*) The Lord knowetli the days of the perfect : 

And their inheritance shall be for ever. 

19 They shall not be ashamed in the time of wrong, 
And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 

20 (3) Bat the wicked shall perish 

And the foes of the Lord shall be spent as the excellency 

of the pastures. 
They shall be spent : like smoke shall they be spent. 

21 (?) The Wicked borrowcth and payeth not again, 

But the Righteous dealeth graciously and giveth. 
23 For such as be blest of Ilim shall inherit the earth, 

And they that be corsed of Him shall be cut off. 

23 (D) A Man's goings arc established of the Lord ; 

And He delighteth in his way. 

24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast away, 
For the Lord tipholdeth him with His Hand. 

.'iatan Pppressijtg his staves, Jesus the Giver pf Grace, '/'he ideal .T/jiu, /itwi t.. t.-r:\t, 

35 (3) I have been young, and now am old ; 

Vet have 1 not seen the Righteous forsaken. 
Nor his seed begging their bread, 

26 All the day long, he dealeth graciously and lendeth, 
And liis seed is blessed. 

i'e* 'pet wal blessing 01 Christ. 

27 (D) Depart from wrong and do good ; 

And dwell for evermore. 

28 For the Lord loveth judgement, 
And forsaketh not His saints. 

(V) They are preserved for ever ; 

Hut the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 

29 The Righteous shall inherit the earth, 
And dwell therein for ever. 

1'he nt'ressity if a righteous life. 



30 (DJ The mouth of the Righteous meditateth wisdom, 

And his tongue speaketh judgement. 

31 The law of his God is in his heart : 
None of his steps shall slide. 

Christ the It'iidei/s it/Gad, dispensing- the faso nnii/ui/.lli,, s it. 
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32 (S) The Wicked watchclh the Righteous, 

And seeketh to slay liim. 

33 The Lord will not leave him in his hand, 
Nor condemn him when he is judged, 

Satan sisking to j/.yi Christ. 

34 (p) Hope in the Lord and keep His way 

And He shall exalt thee to inherit the earth, 
When the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

35 (i) t have seen the wicked in fierce power, 

And spreading himself like a green tree in its native soil. 

36 But one passed by, and, !o, he was not : 
Yea, 1 sought him, hut he could not be found. 

Satan's pinvcr- coining to naught, 

37 ft?) Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright : 

For the Man of Peace has a posterity : 

38 As for transgressors, they shall be destroyed together : 
The posterity of the wicked shall be cut off. 

39 (ri) But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord : 

He is their stronghold in the lime of trouble. 

40 And the Lord helpeth them, and rescued] them, 

He rescue 1I1 them from the wicked, and saveth them 
Because they have taken refuge in Him. 

ike gfoiy a/ Christ's in/tetitanLt. 

PSALM 38. 

THE PENITENT'S RELIANCE UPON CHRIST 

Penitential III 

A Psalm of David. For memorial 

IN this Psalm Christ speaks as the Head of the human race 
bearing the sins of all mankind, for He is one with all mankind He 
struggles against Satan, not with the elasticity proper to his own 
sinless manhood, but in a condition of external slavery as bearing 
the burden of our inherited guilt. As He felt ail men to be under 
God's displeasure, so, by the perfection of His own human wilt 
having in Himself the inward Trulh which God requires (Ps. 51. 3) 
He hated the sinfulness which by the Incarnation He had taken 
into union with Himself, 
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Remember in saying this Psalm how truly Christ has borne our 
weaknesses, borne our transgression (Ps. 32. i), and in so doing 
has provided a special gift of strength for us individually as His 
members, that in the regenerate manhood we may rise out of the 
weakness of our original nature. 

The chastisement which our sin has brought upon us was so 
shared hy Him in His struggle against the tyrant who holds us 
down in particular forms of besetting sin, that the infinite treasury 
of His grace has supplied to each one the special gift necessary for 
restoring us to peace and health. Thus He suffered mediatorially 
and efficaciously. By His stripes we are healed. His sacred 
Blood shed in struggle with the enemy flows out of every wound to 
purge us as we are incorporated into Him from the blood -poison of 
Satan's malice. 

The miseries of the body ought to bring home to us a sense of 
our spiritual condition. Alas 1 We feel the one, and yet deplore 
not tbe other ! Jesus suffered not from disease, but He suffered 
from those powers of evil which bring our diseases upon us. He 
who, as being triumphant over these powers, took away diseases 
from men (Matt. viii. 17) is He who now takes man away from the 
bondage of sin by the gift of His grace. 

This Psalm, connected with the meat-offering in the Temple, "for 
memorial," rises up to God with the frankincense of Christ's IJivine 
oblation. His merits communicated as .1 living power to all who 
feed upon His blessed Body in the Holy Eucharist. 

We must see that we rise out of ourselves so as to be acceptable 
unto God in the virtue of those merits. 

In order thus 10 rise up along with Christ, we must hate our sin- 
fulness as Christ hated it. If He felt our burden, we must not the 
less feci our own. We are too apt to think of sin as a transient 
act that may pass away and be forgotten. We must feel sin as a 
lifelong burden against which we have to struggle in the power 
of grace. We most thus become more than conquerors through 
Him that strengthened us. We must conquer the sin. We 
must offer ourselves an acceptable offering to God through 
Christ. 

Alas ! the Church, the Body of Christ, has still to bewail the 
corrupt ion which eals through the whole frame. Yet we must plead 
with God in the strength of Christ's renewal. He desires to purify 
His Church, that His Bride may be seen at length "without spot or 
blemish or any such thing" (Kph. v. 27). 

God knows the desires and the sighing of the penitent, though no 
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strength seems to remain, and the sight of spiritual things seems 
utterly to fail. 

Our Lord, upon earth, was forsaken of His friends and kinsfolk. 
The Jews were eager for His life. The like opposition still remains 
even amongst those who are called by II is Name. Those who would 
be true lo Him have to encounter like opposition. But amidst the 
strife of tongues we must practise silence in all meekness. 
Throughout these Psalms that is the leading thought, meekness- 
righteousness. We are not to be solicitous to answer those who 
reproach us. The reproach comes to us for God's sake, and we 
must leave our vindication in the haads of God. He will not fail us. 
/ The halting of Jacob must be perpeUiEfted in all who would attain 
^ to shine as a prince with God. The life of Christ was a perpetual 
halting by reason of the sins of mankind. His bones were indeed 
out of joint in that He had to bear the violence of the enemy. See 
Him in His feebleness ! Sec His enemies in their strength ! With 
which shall thy lot be ? 

Cling to God and cry out for thy salvation to come. " Even so, 
Come, Lord Jesus." 

THE COMPLAINT OF THE SIN-hEARLR 



Appeal to God as the Lord of Life, Jehovah 

2 Lord, smite me not in furious guise, 
Nor in relentless wrath chastise, 

3 Deep to my heart Thy darts are press'd : 
Hard on my frame Thy hand doth rest. 

Christ as the Head of humanity pleads Jar all mankind. 

4 O foaming wrath ! My flesh must rot : 
O sin ! My bones no peace have got ! 

5 Iniquity's foul flood prevails, 

Burden so great that strength quite fails. 

6 My fetid, festering wounds make known 
The senselessness that holds me down. 

7 Distorted, bow'd, wilh palsied gait, 
Mourning all day, I drag my weight. 

Bodily anguish deepening that of the sou/. 
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8 My bones are fill'd with withering pains : 
No soundness in my flesh remains. 

9 Corpselike, and crush'd wilh utter grief, 
My heart in moaning seeks relief. 

The denies here are the mass of humanity with -which Christ is associated hy unity 
of nature. 



Appeal to God as the Sovereign Lord who knows our Needs. 

10 Master, my longing Thou dost see : 

No secret sigh is hid from Thee. 
It My heart a whirl ! My vigour gone ! 

Light of mine eyes :— they are as none. 

The weary wail of empty lift •malts upon God without dcspondlug t for HcAncaus and 
He loz-cs. 

t2 Friends, lovers, from my plague remove, 
Those near of kin, remote in love. 

13 Men lay their snares my soul to seek 
They sue my wrong, of ruin speak, 
Aye meditating guite to wreak. 

'/his may include the angels, witnessing cur Lord's suffering, but not sent to help 
film. The Je-a/s treated our Lord's suffering as tin evidence that God had disowned 
Him. 

14 But I, as deaf, hear ne'er a word, 

As one that's dumb, whose lips ne'er stirr'd I 

15 I am like one that heareth nought. 
My mouth for smiting words untaught ! 

111 
Appeal to God as the Sazdng Power. 

16 For, Lord, indeed I wait for Thee : 
Thou, God, the Master, speak for me ! 

17 Lest sneering joy should cur) their lip, 
Lording it o'er me, if I slip. 

The Elect Humanity in Christ maits for the manifestation of the Word, during 
the silence of the humiliation. 



18 For I am fixt in tottering plight : 

My wound perpetual haunts my sight. 

19 Iniquity I must confess : 

My sin o'er whelms with anxinusness. 
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20 But serried foes with quenchless life 
Crowd on, with lying hate, For strife. 

2 1 For goodness only wrong they wreak — 
Antagonize the good I seek. 

22 But, Lord, forsake me not, I pray ! 
My God, remain not far away ! 

23 Haste Thou to bring sure help to rne ! 
My Master, my Salvation be ! 

The Humanity appeals to the Holy Ghost, as inalienable by reason 0/ the 
Hypostatic Union* 

PSALM 39. 

THE VANITY OF THE WORLD IN THE PRESENCE 
OF GOD 

To the Precentor. To Jeditlhun. A Psalm of David 

Human nature, feeling that life is not worth living, is tempted to 
vindicate itself, as if this subjection to Satan's tyranny were unjust. 
How wilt thou rise out of this despondency? Remember that life 
is not all. Look to God's goodness, invisible, eternal, sure. 

This life is given to thee in perishable, vapoury instalments. 
Look to God for the imperishable, solid joy which He has in store 
for those who wait for Him. 

Silence must not be sullen, but faithful and prayerful. Consider 
the shortness of life,' but consider also that amidst created nothing- 
ness thou art being prepared for God's eternity. 

Blessed nothingness ! The burden of sin which Psalm 38- de- 
plored is not for ever. The God of thy salvation, Jesus, will haste 
and help the penitent. 

Wondrous nothingness ! The Son of God takes this nothingness 
upon Himself (Ps. 40.) that He may do God's will and win for thee 
the glory of blessedness in the life with God. Man is but a breath ; 
but the Word of God, becoming man, hallows that breath. 

[Music, meditative, submissive, tranquil.] 

Contemplate the fading away of life, as when twilight spreads 
over the landscape. A new day is ready to burst. Look with hope 
to God. The very consciousness that this world is worthless testi- 
fies to a hope which God has implanted within thee, and He will 
not falsify the instinct which He has given. He gives His Son 
that thou mayest lay hold upon the hope of eternal life. 

God is love. Look to Him with love, and thou shall find His 
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love. In that love thou learnest the true law of silence. This is 
not helplessness towards man but confidence towards God. 

Enoch walked with God and was not. God took him. Let God 
no longer see thee as a stranger upon earth, but welcome thee as 
finding thy home in H is love. O the change of vanity into blessed- 
ness ! No more a thing of earth ! Alive for evermore in God ! 

CREATED NOTHINGNESS 
EXPERIENCED BV THE INCARNATE WORD 

tiThe Burden of Silence 

2 I said, From sins of tongue I'll keep my ways : 
Yea, let me keep a bridle on my mouth, 
While still before me stands the wicked one. 

3 Thus was I dumb. Deep silence held me down. 

I could not speak of good. Then throbb'd my wound. 
My inmost heart indignant raptures seized : 

4 Then blazed the fire : my tongue began to speak. 

The Eternal Word bearing the sinners dumbness in the presence of Satan's 
tyrannical claim. 

A fan's Ignorance and Dependence Bewailed 

5 Make me, O Lord, to know my nature's end, 
The number of my days, what it shall be : 

O let me know how soon I cease to be ! ' 

6 Lo ! Thou in handfuls givest out my days. 
My flitting is as nothing in Thy sight. 

Surely each man a vapoury stoutness boasts ! Sehth, 

7 Surely proud man walks shadowlike abroad ! 
Surely like vapour melts his dreamy moan ! 
The wealth he heaps, a stranger harvesteth ! 

The vanity 0/ time and earthly wealth, contrasted -with the hope 0/ eternal life 
as our true satis/action* 



Cod's Greatness acknowledged with Reliant If of e 

8 And now, my Master, what shall be my hope ? 

That which I wait for is from Thee alone. 
9, From all transgressions done deliver me ! 

Appoint me not the fool's reproach to feel ! 

VOL. II. L 



162 SONGS OF DELIVERANCE 

10 Now am I dumb, not opening my mouth, 
For whatsoe'er befall, Thou doest all. 

1 1 O turn Thy plague to fall on me no more : 
'Neath Thy belabouring Hand my strength is spent. 

11 To chasten pride Thou smit'st iniquity, 

And moth- 1 ike mak'st man's fond desires to fail, 
Surely each man is vapuur,— vanity ! SelaJt. 

Cod's pardoning mercy and the expectatitm sf Divine deliverance contrasted with 
man's incapacity of self* res tot at ion. 

Cry for Refreshment 

13 Lord, be attentive ■ to my prayer ! 
To my appeal lend Thou Thine ear ! ! 
Oh, be not silent' 1 ! own my tear ! 

I as Thy guest invoke Thy care, 
A settler as my fathers were. 

14 Look off! I'll leave with smile of love, 
All lost to earth, to live above. 

Christ appeals for /its SonsAip to be ackitotutcttged. The Eternal Love zvkerein He 
is separated from the sinful world. 



PSALM 40. 

THE GLORIOUS PURPOSE OF GOD'S WILL 

To tkc Freccntor. A Psaim of David 

The struggle in the midst of human sin and misery ! (Ps. 38.). 
The wail of created vanity !(Ps. 39.). That passes into the smile of 
Divine recognition, and now we come to the accomplishment of 
the Redeemer's joy, the acceptance to which Me looked forward. 
He that descended is the same that now ascends out of the pit of 
our corruption. 

Jesus had to be proved. Think not that God rejects thee because 
He proves thee. According lo the greatness of the approval must 
be the severity of the probation. God will not neglect His guest 
(Ps. 39. 12). The miry clay of humanity is thy natural condition. 
Humble thyself in this confession, and look for God to exalt thee 
upon the crag in the security of redeeming grace. 

The Son of Goct calls thee to share the glory of the Divine life. 

The sacrifices of the old law were hut types. They had no value 
in themselves, no substance. The Person of the Only- Begotten 
Son gives substance to the created nothingness wherein He has 
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conquered Satan. He, though coming in the flesh, is full of grace 
and truth. His obedience is precious in the eyes of God. Thy 
nothingness by union with Him becomes partaker of the Divine 
Substance. The Divine righteousness of the well-beloved Son who 
came to do the will of the Father, is communicated to thee as a 
living power. 

Praise God fur this gift of righteousness in Christ. Live true to 
it, By the power of the Holy Ghost He enables His members to 
do the will of God as He did it. His sacrifice lives on in them 
that they may offer themselves an acceptable sacrifice to God. No 
sacrifice can really be availing for us unless we are ourselves vitally 
united therewith. The life of the sacrifice must show its powers 
in those who live thereby. It is the life of truth which makes the 
sacrifice accepted with God, not the mere death. The sacrifice 
accepted with God lives on, triumphant over death. The Jewish 
sacrifices ended in death because God did not accept them save as 
types. In union with the sacrifice of Christ our own self-sacrifice 
ascends from the accepted life of earth to the glorifying life of 
Heaven. 

THE EODV FOREORDAINED Of-' GOD AS THE 
ACCEPTAULE SACRIFICE 

2 With longing hope still look'd I for the Lord ! 
He reach'd to me and heard th' appeal I pour'd— 

3 Lifted from howling pit, from miry clay- 
Raised on the crag my feet— made firm my way— 

4 Fill'd with new song my mouth, our God to praise ! — 
Throngs learn to trust the Lord with reverent gaze. 

The Sin-Bearer's hope is realized. 

5 Happy the man whose trust the Lord supplies, 
Not heeding pride, nor fascinating lies. 

6 O Lord, my God, Thy deeds for us are great, 
Thy thoughts to usward, matchless in Thy state ! 
Fain would I seek in words to celebrate ! 
Their serried throng no record can relate ! 

The happiness vfnckttmitltdring the Divine purpose of love fer man. 

7 Victims and cikes of meal delight not Thee ! 
Attentive ears Thy love has scoop'd for mc 1 
Not holocausts, nor gifts from sin to free. 
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8 Then said I, Lo, I come ; see here the scroll, 
The record written for my life's control ! 

9 'Tis my delight, Thy pleasure still to do— 
Thy law, my God !— My inmost heart is true ! 

Grateful obedience the sacrifice which God accepts. 

to In the great throng thus preach'd 1 righteousness : 
Lo, 'neath my lips I did not aught repress : 
Thou, Lord, dost surely know, and Thou wilt bless. 
Thy righteousness heart-hid I do not hold ; 
Thy truth and Thy salvation I unfold ; 
Thy mercy and Thy truth to the great throng I told. 

Divine Righteousness working out mercy and truth -with xaving fiower. 

12 Lord, ne'er wilt Thou repress Thy tender love : 
Thy mercy and Thy truth my guardians prove : 

13 For wrongs quite lutmherless environ me.— 
How mine iniquities rush blindingly! 

My hairs less countless ! Sheer infinity ! 
My heart forsakes me in my misery ! 

Ga.fi mercy ami truth effectual for detiveranre from the countless sins of 
humanity, 

1 4 O Lord, be pleased to free me ! H aste, O Lord, 
The help to me so needful to afford ! 

1 5 Shamed let them blush, who seek my soul to vex ! 
Who vaunt my wrong, let (light's disgrace perplex ! 

16 Let them grow stiff with shame—it is their due— 
Who shout Aha ! Aha ! my fall to view ! 

The Divine Champion fiends against //is enemies for they arc Cods enemies, whom 
He ti sent tit destroy. 

<7 Let joy and glee on all who seek Thee wait ! 
Still let Thy saved ones say, The Lord be great ! 

18 Afflicted sore, and poor, I can but bow ! 

O Master, think on me ! Thy help bestow ! 

19 I look to Thee ! My Rescuer art Thou t 
Then hear me, O my God ! Delay not now ! 

Ht pleads /or these to ie glorified, who accept J lis redemption. Then shall beheld 
Mis glory. 
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PSALM 41- 

THE DELIVERANCE OF THE FAITHFUL SOUL FROM TDK 

TREACHERY OF THE FLESH 

Td the Precentor. A Psalm of David 

REMEMBER the poor. Think of the Crucified. **>*^**** 
in His poor. Accept the poverty of Christ as making -thee * ich. 

God ft* Father, will rescue thee. God, the Son, wtll preserve tk 
in His own life as one of His members, so that no power of earth 
shall harm thee. God the Holy Ghost will cheer thee and change 
thv sin-stricken state to saintly joy. 

C v out to God for pity. The Powers of Darkness cry out against 

,hee io accuse, and ask permission to assail thee more and more as 

ey assailed ol, Satan knows both thy weakness and thy auns. 

He will cause false imaginations lo harass thee, Hopmg to ensnare 

thee by many temptations and to draw thee tack from thme 

" S AyelThere is an Ahi.ophcl, a Judas, in every heart, , treacherous 
clement constantly ready to side with the enemy. 

How little do we know the extent to which the spiritual powers 
of dlkn s and of light are watclnog us, hinderm, and helpmg 
lo lively. Cherish the grace of God. That h * ways a hand 
"vd the Beloved- -the greater David, the Only-lleloved-ca Is 
!i« to be one with llimU and thy temptations are to test the 
faithfulness whereby thou givest thyself up to »>«»■ 

I et no sin make thee despond. Let every sin humble he< . Uofl 
will suffer thee to be tempted above what thou art able to bear. 
I 00k up in the midst of thy weakness. See H,s kmiig coun enam e. 
So shalt thou be changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even by the Spirit of the Lord. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF FAITH IN CHRIST 
The tikiiinS of **» Companionate 

2 Happy whose prudence reads the poor man's truth I 
The Lord ' shall rescue him in days of ruth. 

3 The Lord* shall guard him, yea 1 and make him live, 
Earth's happy gratulatious to receive : _ 

Him to his foes' desire Thou shalt not give ! 
a The Lord 3 shall stay him drooping on his bed 
Yea ! Thou in sickness all his couch shalt spread. 

The SSm ^W^S 4. Christ «A f tto ^rlMy-hearted tur„ away f,o,n 
„lmt\\. their doom in Vs. W, Death niiltho* the W«es, 
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The Psalmist's Enemies wanting in Compassion 

5 O Lord ! said I, Thy grace to me be shown ! 
Heal Thou my soul ! I sinn'd 'gainst Thee alone. 

6 My foes speak wrong of me with spiteful boast : — 
"When shall he die ? When shall his name be lost : — ?' 

7 Yea ! If he comes to me, he speaks deceit, 
His heart with plans of villainy replete. 
So talks he when he gets into the street ! 

The antagonism of the Jews. 

The False Friendship 

8 'Gainst me their mutual mutl'rings vent their hate : 
'Gainst me their thoughts all wrongful tales create : — 

9 " His outpour'd worthlessness will hold him light ! 
Now that he's down, he ne'er shall rise upright : " — 

io The man, my friend, in trusty closeness found, 
(Who ate my bread !) lifts now his heel, to wound. 

The treacherous correspondence of Judas. 

Confidence in God 

1 1 But Thou, Lord, give me grace and make me rise : 
So will I pay them their iniquities. 

12 By this I know Thou mak'st me Thy delight, 
Because my foes must hush their shout of spite, 

13 But me in perfectness Thou roakest sure, 
And sett'st me in Thy sight, for ever to endure. 

Christ vindicated by the Resurrection. The same taio of hatred, betrayal, and 
deliverance belongs to each age of the Church. Specially to the days of Antichrist. 

14 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel 
From everlasting to everlasting. 

Amen and amen. 



BOOK II 
Psalms 42.-72. 

CHRIST, THE DIVINE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

NOVENA 

Psalms 42.-50. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

HUMANITY RESTORED TO DIVINE LIFE 

Trilogy of Desire 

Ps. 42. — The Sons of Korah in their eight Psalms 
represent the people of Christ speaking in Christ's Name, 
with Him as their Mead, The Son of God is our 
Representative as the Head of the covenant people. 

He experiences the drooping of human nature in its 
separation from God, and this is contrasted with the 
joyousness ■ proper to the Head of the human race, 
as the High Priest of Creation before man fell. 

He experiences the cataracts of death round about 
Him, and the taunts of His enemies reproaching Him 
with His separation from God. 

In the midst of all He nevertheless knows Himself to 
be Divinely abiding in God. 

Ps. 43. — He looks for God to raise Him up on the 
third day. 

137 
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Ps. 44.— The sufferings of Christ are perpetuated in 
Mis mystical Body. Nevertheless, the voice of the faith- 
ful is unceasingly ascending. " Thy Kingdom come." 

Trilogy of Divine Union 

Ps. 45.— The Bridegroom of the Church is the Word 
of God, the Second Adam. The Church is His Body, 
and is to be extended by Apostolical grace through all 
lands. 

Ps. 46.— Amidst all the afflictions set forth in Ps. 44,, 
the Church can find joy and security in the Presence of 
God, dwelling within. 

Ps, 47.— As Ps. 45. set forth the Apostolical extension 
of the Church, so now the Church acts in the truth 
of her Catholic character, calling al! nations to the 
obedience of faith. 

Trilogy of ' Stablishment in Cod 

Ps. 48.— The Heavenly Jerusalem appears in its 
perfection. 

Ps. 49.— After the vision of the Church in her inde- 
fectible glory follows a consideration of the natural 
incapacity of mankind. There is no human power of 
deliverance from the bondage of sin and death. The 
faithful look for God to deliver them. Me will take 
them as Me took Enoch ; and Sheol cannot keep them 
captive. 

Ps. 50. — Asaph the Seer concludes this Novena with 
a song of Jubilee. All nations are called to share in the 
glory of the Church of the Redeemed. 

But all must live worthy of this covenant of life. 
" Without holiness no man can see the Lord." The 
righteous shall sec the salvation of God, the glory of 
Jesus. 
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PSALM 42. 

THE SOUL NEEDING GOD'S MANIFESTATION AS 
ITS TRUE LIKE 

To the Pncmtei: Maikil ef the Sons of h'orah. 

Art thou like the hunted hart, panting, braying, fearful, longing 
for God? God will relieve the exile's sadness. Still be thirsting 
for God, the living God, the eternal life of those who drink into His 
Spirit. 

Sin drove thee from the sanctuary of Paradise. Here in the 
exile of tilts world of death, learn to thirst for Him who is thy Life, 
The only life of the penitent is to thirst for God, Oh ! to cross the 
Jordan and gain Jerusalem ! I must die in order to find the peace 
of the heavenly vision. Hut I cross the Jordan now from the other 
side. To cross Jordan once was to leave God and die. Now to 
cross Jordan is to go back to God. Outward death is changed into 
life eternal. " 1 leave the world and go unio the Father." 

Death! Yes! Dying daily 1 Mortifying my earthly members! 
Only thus can I go up from this sinful world to the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

Alive to the world by my sin, I fail of seeing God. When shall 
I be wholly dead, and see Him as lie is. The more we know of 
God, the more shall we feci our exile. 

Tears day and night ! Think how Jesus wept. He wept for thy 
blindness. See Him in His humiliation weeping because impurity 
in thee blinds the eye oi faith. Thou must leant to weep along 
with Him. Such tears of love open the eye of faith to behold God. 

They nourish the soul. They are not tears of fietfulncss ot 
despondency, but of gratitude, self-abasement, adoration. 

Weep with Jesus. Thirst with Jesus. Such thirst is the very 
warrant of refreshment, and the more the soul is refreshed the more 
it thirsts. We must drink of the Cup of the Passion with the 
thirst of penitence. .So shall we experience the sweetness of His 
grace. 

In penitence I must "pour out my soul upon myself." My whole 
bitter self must run out into the Chalice of Christ's Passion, To 
melt away in tears ! To bleed until my life-blood with its corrupt 
passions has flowed all away ! Then shall my soul feel the pure 
Blood of Jesus streaming forth upon it to allay my thirst, and clear 
the eye of faith, and renovate my heart with holy love. O joyous 
consciousness when that sweet life shall (ill my frame. " Hence- 
forth I live, yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me." 
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Hast thou shared in the Communion of Saints, and art thou now 
lonely in death? Have those shoutings of joy come 10 nothing? No. 
They were not meant to satisfy. They told of something still in 
store. Oh! In death's loneliness, Jesu, Thou art my life. I look 
for more hereafter than I have ever known here below. Thou shalt 
be glorified in Thy saints, and they in Thee. 

The drooping sou) is refreshed by the very remembrance of God 
in this land of Jordan, but the Mentions of worldly power, and 
Mizar, the Zoar to which Lot fled, can furnish no home. Cataracts 
all around ! A stormy wild ! Yet even these lell of Thy love. They 
shall pass away. The outward Heaven shall once more be bright 
O then I must not fear. So will God make His mercy shine on 
me, a day of calm. Death like a peaceful night shall teach my life 
a song of praise. God's love lifts me up. In the power of His 
atonement I will pray, and know that I am not forgotten. God's 
love to His own Son is the pledge that He will hear me. 

O my soul, endure unto the end ! I will yet give thanks and own 
Htm as the salvation of my countenance and my God. 

MESSIAH THIRSTING FOR THE DIVINE MANIFESTATION 

2 A hind which gasps, the gushing stream to gain — 
So, God, to Thee my gasping soul doth strain ! 

3 My soul for God, for living Godhead, thirsts ! 
West day when on my sight God's Presence bursts! 

4 By day, by night, my tears have been my food, 
Hearing the constant taunt — " Where is thy God ?" 

5 My soul o'crflows me, mindful how so long 

I to God's House advanced with festive throng, 
With ringing shouts of praise in troops of song. 

6 My soul, why dioop'st thou, moaning on my breast? 
Still wait on God ! To Him be thanks address'd, 
My Saviour God, to sight — soon — surely— manifest ! 

Jesus uttering the c&mfflaint of the hitman soul as abiding in our laud of exile. 
/Its tairxt declared upon Calvary . His human soul bidden to rest upon His Divine 
Personality. 

7 Upon me droops my soul ! I mind Thee still, 
From Jordan's land, the Ilermons, Mizar J s Hill. 

8 Through echoing deeps Thy rushing cataracts roar : 
The dashing, breaking billows whelm me o'er 
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9 13 y clay the Lord His mercy doth prepare : 

Godhead, my Life 1 Night wakes His song, my prayer ! 

10 Godhead, my Crag ! Uost Thou forget me? Why? 
Why go I mourning? See the foe defy! 

The land beyond Jordan represents earthly life separated by death from the 
heavenly Jerusalem, The Powers of Darkness in wt/djloods assailing ft is son I. 

1 1 How rotten feel my bones ! Alas, such taunt ! 
"Where is thy God," still, still, th' oppressor's vaunt ! 

12 My soul, why droop'st thou, moaning on my breast? 
Still wait on God ! To Him he thanks address'd, 
My Saviour God, to sight— soon— surely — manifest ! 



PSALM 43, 

THE SOUL LOOKING FORWARD TO RESURRECTION 
IN DIVINE LIFE 

CALL upon God to judge thee. lias not Jesus striven for thy 
cause and conquered the Powers of Darkness upon the Cross? In 
maintaining thy cause the Holy Ghost convicts the world of its 
sinfulness and of the righteousness of restoring grace and of the 
judgement of the enemy. Thus does 1-1 e rescue thee. Jesus has 
conquered. In the Holy Eucharist thou callest for the manifesta- 
tion of that triumph whereby He is glorified in Heaven. The 
Prince of this world is judged. The people no longer living in the 
covenant of Divine love arc seen in their sinfulness. The deceitful 
man that would charge God's servants falsely is convicted and the 
righteousness of Christ shines out in its truth. 

Jesus glorified is thy stronghold-God. He cannot reject thee. 

He felt the oppression, taking upon Himself thy condition of 
slavery, that He might make thee partaker of His Sonship. Fear 
not to follow Him through the gloomy vale of the shadow of death. 
Look to Him. He in His glory shall be a light to thee in thy dark- 
ness. If thou stand still despondently in the darkness it shall be 
thy destruction. Press onward. The enemy oppresseth thee, for He 
sees not the Divine Light which would make him tremble. Thou 
must look up that that light and tmlh may shine upon thine inmost 
soul. They radiate from the glorified Humanity in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. The Comforter is a sure Guide. He will bring thee 
to the Holy Hill of Zion, to the manifold mansions of the Father's 
House, to the altar of the Divine Sonship. Thou, in presenting the 
memorial, sharest in the perpetual oblation of Himself, whereby 
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Jesus, as thy High Priest, makes the glory which He has obtained 
to stream forth for the supply of thy necessities. The harpstrings 
of thy humanity must vibrate in union with the mysterious "Voice 
of His joyous mediation. 

Come to Him with that rapture which befits His ascended glory. 
Lose sight of earth. Lift up thine heart unto the Lord. Droop 
no more as nature's exile. Rejoice in the Lord Jesus, thy Salvation, 

THE EXir.ED KING IN EXPECTATION OF RETURN 

i Cod, judge me ! Crush the impious Gentile's plea ! 
O from man's guilt and malice rescue me I 

2 My stronghold-God I Dost Thou reject me? Why? 
Why go I mourning ? See the foe defy 1 

3 Send forth Thy light, Thy truth, my guide to be, 
Thy Holy Hill, Thy mansions blest, to see. 

The Jewish people become mere Gentiles by rejecting Christ. The Mercy Sent 
between ike Cherubim was the. type of Christ in His heavenly intercession, 

4 Thus guided, to God's altar let me go, 

The Godhead whence my joys exulting flow ! 

Thus God 1 my God ! my harp my thanks shall show. 

5 My sou!, why droop'st thou, moaning on my breast? 
Still wait on God t To Him be thanks address'd, 
My Saviour-God to sight— soon— surely— manifest ! 

The mediatorml throne of the Lamb. 



PSALM 44. 

THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS WHEN GOD SEEMS TO 
HAVE FORSAKEN TIIEM 

To the Preantm: Mosffll of the Sons of Korah 



Another Psalm of exile, recalling in many ways Psalm 22. [-20. 

Think of the early martyrs through whom the Church was spread 
abroad. The victory was not of human strength but of faith. 
Christ is the Right Hand of the Father, His Arm, the Light of 
Light "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." 
He is still our King. The salvation of His people comes from His 
sovereign Word. Our strength from the very first has been in His 
Presence working with us, His Holy Name. 
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[Music celebrates the glory of that early march of triumph.] 

Alas ! How is it now ! Satan seems to drive us back, plunder, 
slaughter, scatter, vilify. Our death is like that of sheep for the 
market, not of martyrs accepted by God. Unbelievers taunt us 
for our feebleness. The Church becomes a byword. 

Feet thine own sin, " the shame of thy face." 

Yet God's covenant remains. Think of Jerusalem on high ! 
God's Spirit is with us. He is more true to us than we to Him. 
In love He lets us feel forsaken. He desires to rouse and restore 
us. We must accept our degradation as being itself ordained for 
God's glory. 

, There were martyrs at first. Martyrs there shall be. Despond 
not because of the world's ridicule. Rise superior to it. The 
Church cannot rise to victory save by struggle. Fear not to be 
despised. Live for God's glory. 

"Up, Lord, why steepest Thou?" He sleeps not He is trying 
thy faith. ' ! Why art thou fearful ?" He hides His face that we may 
seek it. Humbly, penitently, hopefully, perse veringly, ask Him to 
rouse His people, to strengthen thine own self according to His 
will. It is we who slumber, seeming to ourselves to be awake, but 
driven by the dreams of the world. Awake, thou sleeper. Wake 
to another world where thou shalt know the fellowship and power 
of Jesus. 

Arise, O God ! Help us, rouse us, quicken us to the life of 
faith. Even me ! 



THE SONG OF THE REDEEMED IN OUTWARD TRIBULATION 



2 O God, our ears in constant memory hold 
That which our sires with blest experience told : 
Thy work they saw, and heard from days of old. 

3 Thy Hand drave Gentiles out, to plant them in, 
Mass'd hosts Thou didst destroy — mad'st these to win. 

4 For not their conquering sword this home hath won : 
Not their own arm hath this salvation done ; 

Thine Hand it was— Thine Arm— which wrought alone; 
Thy Face whose light with pleasure on them shone. 

5 Thyself, O God, Thou only art my King ! 
Salvation manifold to Jacob bring. 



•74 



HUMANITY RESTORED 



6 Slrengthcn'd by Thee our tyrants far we'll drive — 
In Thy Name stamp them down who rise to strive, 

7 [ place not in my how the trust I have, 
Nor can my sword have any power to save ; 

8 For Thou must save us from our tyrants' hand, 
And those that hate us Thou with shame wilt brand, 

<j To God we lift our praise all the day long, 

And to Thy Name give thanks in everlasting song. 

The victorious pirw c w. of Cud's ffkstc in ancient times. Compare the cry," We have 
j king httt C<esar." 



io But now Thou dost reject us and confound,— 
No longer lead'st our hosts to battle-ground. 

1 1 Thou turn'st us back, the tyrant taunting still, 
And they that hate us pillage us at will. 

12 Like sheep Thou giv'st us to be eaten up, 
ScalterYl 'midst Gentiles ! Bitter is our cup t 

13 Thou sell's t Thy people for a worthless tale, 
Thou carest not to profit by their sate. 

14 Sec us, while neighbours with reproach abound, 
Left a lewd laughing-stock to all around, 

15 A by-word 'midst the Gentiles everywhere ; 
The masses shake their heads at us and stare. 

16 Confusion is before ine all the day ; 
Shame makes its prt!l upon my face to slay— 

17 Shame such reproach and blasphemy to hear, 
And see the foe, the self-avenger, there. 

The present feebleness ff Christendom. Faithfulness to Gad in the midst 0/ 
chastisement. 

HI 

18 This came on us yet ne'er forgot we Thee — 
Ne'er from Thy cov'nant swerv'd with falsity. 

19 Our loyal heart has never turn'd aside, 

Nor led our steps from Thy true path to slide, 

20 Though Thou hast crush'd us where the jackals howl, 
And cast death's shade a pall upon our soul, 

31 Oh ! If our God's great Name we sought to change, 
Or spread our hands in prayer to Godhead strange, 

22 This surely God will prove with faultless skill, 
Who knows full well the heart's abstrusest will. 

If ate ea.it not Chd oside t He wilt restore us. 
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23 'Tis for Thy sake that all day long we die, 
Counted as sheep meant but for butchery. 

24 Up, Master! Wherefore sleep's! Thou ? Can it be? 
Awake I Reject us not perpetually t 

25 Wherefore Thy Face art Thou secreting yet, 
Mindless of our affliction and our fret? 

26 Behold our soul to very dust laid low ! 
Our belly cleaveth to the earth with woe. 

27 Rise for us now the needed help to make, 

Redeem us now at length ! Yea, for Thy mercy's sake! 

Appeal for redemption. 



PSALM 45. 

THE SAINTS REJOICING IN THE HEAVENLY' BRIDEGROOM 

To the Precentor. Upon lities. Afaskil <>f the Sons of Korak. A song of 

lovely things 

Rejoice in the redemptive glory of the Incarnation, for which the 
old dispensation was crying out. We ourselves in the fallen 
estate of Christendom have still to call for the Divine power to 
make its glory manifest. It seems as if there were no beauty. 
But that is because our eyes are holden. The King's daughter is 
all glorious within. The Warrior upon the White Horse is still 
riding forth, conquering and to conquer. 

The Eternal Word was the source of prophecy and is Himself 
the object of prophecy. Psalm 44. called upon God to arouse 
Himself. Now must our tongue give utterance to an heart over- 
flowing with gratitude. Full of grace are His lips. Never man 
spake like this Man, the Word that has become flesh. He reveals 
His beauty to us, opens our eyes to behold it, and perfects us to 
show forth His glory, "fairest among ten thousand and altogether 
lovely." 

He is the Conqueror bearing the sword of the Spirit. " Come, 
Lord Jesus." His Right Hand which conquered of old is not 
violence but meekness-righteousness, lie came to conquer pride 
by humiliation. We too must learn the martyr's patience in the 
death of Calvary. Our weapons are weapons of life, quickened by 
His Blood, triumphant through His power, efficient for his glory, 
irresistible by His supreme command, bright with the supernatural 
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righteousness of His merits, because the truth of the Divine Word 
can never fail. 

Arrows of grace ! Have they touched thine own heart ? Their 
healthful, life-giving wound destroys the dulness of nature, and by 
the mortification of our earth liness fits us for the fight uf Heaven, 
that being conquered ourselves, we may be the instruments of 
victory, bringing others in subjection to the meekness, the righteous- 
ness, of His Kingdom. Through thee He would smite others also 
with resistless love. The King's enemies, the pride, the pomp, the 
power, of the world shall be humbled so as to participate in Divine 
exaltation by the humility, the hiddenness, the holiness, of grace. 

Righteousness does not win its sway over the nations by external 
enforcement but by the suasive unction of the life-giving Word. 
The Blood from the pierced Heart of Jesus comes forth with re- 
generating power to renew a rebel world with kindred affections 
after the likeness of Mis own love. In virtue of His uprightness 
He has obtained the sovereignty ; and righteousness, clothing His 
meek form with silent hut invulnerable dignity, becomes in His 
Hand a sceptre which demands obedience. The powers of sin 
and' death fly discomfited before Him, and the sweet joy of Divine 
life is only to be found within the sanctuary of His love. His joy 
is that which none can know in its fulness. The joy of His 
brethren is what they share by being absorbed into His life. 

He enrobes His people with the garments of His meritorious 
Passion. He clothes Himself with their manhood, by vital in- 
corporation into His Body, and clothes them with His own 
radiance by the diffusive energy of His inherent Godhead. 

He comes from the teeth of the grave with the stringed instru- 
ments of a risen humanity, no longer dumb, but resonant now 
with the blessed strains of heavenly power. All the hosts of 
Heaven raise their Halleluyahs in response to its joy. 

Behold that risen M urbanity as the Bride of His Godhead. That 
manhood which He espoused to Himself in the lowly chamber of 
the Virgin's womb, He now leads forth in spiritual glory, extended 
by sacramental communication as the basis and principle of 
vitality to His Church. He who was of one substance with all man- 
kind by natural birth, so as to redeem al! by the overthrow of the 
common enemy, has purchased His elect by His own Blood to be 
redeemed from amongst men, taking them into His glorified 
substance that they may be one with Him and He may be one 
with them for ever. 

How mysteriously does His manhood rejoice in His Godhead. 



PSALM 45. 



177 



Even so learn thou to rejoice therein. Think not of earth. The 
King delights to see His own beauty in thee. Worship Him, and 
learn the love whereby He claims thec as His own. 

The Patriarchal dispensation looked to inherit an earthly blessing 
with a future hope. That hope is come. The Apostolic Church 
rejoices in the heavenly blessing of spiritual powers, to be trans- 
mitted from age to age through every clime by princely ministries 
of regenerating grace. One generation of her progeny shall rise 
up after another. Children shall be begotten unto God in every 
land. The gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church. 
Blessed that multitude which shall at length be called to the 
marriage-supper of the Lamb ! 

THE MARRIAGE SONG OF THE LAMB 



The Eternal Word 
Good is the word which makes my heart o'erflow ; 
A theme of royal glory will I show. 
As pen in writer's hand, my docile tongue shall go. 

The prophets of old time spate by the fiuutr of the He!y Ghost things which 
they kn rtw not. 

II 

Invocation of the Incarnate Ward 

3 O Thou beyond man's race in loveliness, 
Outpouring of rich grace Thy lips possess ! 

O Thou whom God has dcign'd for evermore to bless ! 

4 Thou mighty One, gird sword on thigh, 
Thy brightness and Thy majesty ! 

5 In majesty press onward ! Ride ! 
Truth, with meek-righteousness allied, 

Shall bid Thy Right Hand's terrors be Thy guide, 

6 Thine arrows sharp ! The peoples prostrate fall : 
The heart of the King's foes must feel them all. 
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O God, for ever stands Thy Throne, 
Thy sceptre for uprightness known. 
Thou lov'st the right ; the wrong dost hate ! 
So God, Thy God, anoints Thee great 
With gleesome unction's peerless state. 

The: Humanity of the Word t anointed 711HA the Holy Glwst. Fore-ordained of 
Cod to hear the sword of the) Spirit, The meekness of human obedience and the 
poioer belonging to Him as the Right Hand of t lie Father. The arrows of Apostolical 
ministry , subduing the rebel race of man. The eternity of Christ's Kingdom. 
VOL. 11, M 
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The Rcwitrd of the Passion 
9 Myrrh— aloes—cassia— clothe Thee round : 

From ivory l 1 ^ ls K ]rvtl strm K s resound, 
jo Kings' daughters grace Thy pomp serene. 

Upon Thy Right Hand stands the glorious Queen, 
Dazzling to sight with Ophir*s wealthy sheen. 



IV 

Invocation to the Elect Humanity 

List, daughter ! Look ! With ear full set ! 

Thy kin, Thy father's house, forget ! 

Mow greatiy longs the King for Thee ! 

Thy beauty His ! Thy Master He ! 

Bend down before Him reverently. 
Tyre's daughter comes ! The wealthy seek Thy Face, 
Oblations brought with sweetly smiling grace. 

The Chunk it the extension of Christ's Humanity, His Bmiy. Human filter, the 
wealth of the world, ministering to Divine manifestation is represented hy Tj** 
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The Humanity Shining in the Divine Glory 

14 See the King's daughter in her cell, 
Aub'd in gold, all-glorious dwell ! 

15 In broidci J d robe she meets the King, 
Virgins, her fellows, following. 

16 With joy exulting see tbern come t 
They enter now the royal home. 

17 " Not fathers now, but sons, be Thine 1 
As princes through all earth to shine ! * 

18 Th' unceasing mem'ry of Thy Name I'll sing ! 
Eternal thanks to Thee shall peoples bring. 

The ascended Humanity <a teen in the hidden glory of Christ, the Htad. Christ 
glorified in His Saints, The Catholic Episcopate of the Church takes the place «f 
Jnoish Patriarchs. The Eudtaristic memorial of Christ's union v/ith His people. 
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PSALM 46. 

GOD HIMSELF THE SECURITY OF HIS PEOPLE 

To the Prcicntsr. A Ssttg of the Satis of Ac rah. On Ahimoth 

The Word of God has come forth with power, and has betrothed 
unto Himself a Church to be for ever glorious as she dwells in 
her chamber, not as the old Temple, needing the lamps for its 
illumination, but bright with the Presence of God. The ancient 
Temple had the cedar and the gold significant of the inward glory, 
but it was dark. The Living Temple is the Body of Him who is 
the Light of Light. Of old the Shekinah was withdrawn when the 
Priest entered the Holy of Holies. Now we look for Him to lift 
up the Light of His countenance upon us. The worldly sanctuary 
has passed away. The true Light now shineth. 

Yet is the Church as Goshen amidst the darkness and oppression 
of Egypt. 

Peace within ! War without ! The Church is unassailable, 
because God is our Refuge. The Church has a tranquillity which 
the world cannot know. Troubles come upon the world. It might 
seem as if the Church must perish along with the world around. 
The hills carried into the midst of the sea ! Is there any security 
for Zion's Hill? Yes! The things which are made are shaken 
and removed. "The things which cannot he shaken shall remain." 
The outward tabernacle wherein we lodge may perish, but we have 
received " a kingdom which cannot be moved, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." The Church is exposed to the 
outward vicissitudes of worldly history, but her life is ever secure. 
The Gates of Hell may rage hut they cannot prevail against the 
Church. That is built upon the foundation of the Incarnate 
Godhead. 

[Se/a/t. The music sets forth the turbulence of worldly life.] 
The waters of Shiloah flowed softly from Zion's Hill (Isa. viii.6),the 
joy of Jerusalem. That sacred stream was but a type of the refresh- 
ing gift of grace vouchsafed to the Church from the presence of the 
Lord in His Holy City. The Holy Spirit is "sent" unto us from 
the Father. The blind man washed in the pool and gained his 
sight. Blessed are they whose eyes are opened to see the glorious 
things which belong to the heavenly City. The world may besiege, 
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but there can be no fear of drought, for this stream never faileth. 
We must not rejoice in worldly power, Rezin and Rematiah's son 
will be swept away by the flood of the Assyrian waters, but the 
daughter of Jerusalem can rest secure in her feebleness, for Cod is 
her strength and her joy. 

[The music expresses the calm confidence of faith.] 

The judgement of the world follows. The world does not know 
that al! the turmoil which brings it into confusion is only the 
judgement of Cod for its sin. The powers of bell bring the trouble, 
but God permits them to do so, in order to punish men for their 
wickedness, and especially for their assaults upon His own people. 
Sennacherib's assaults against Jerusalem were specially intended 
to blaspheme the God of Israel. It was a sacrilegious war, and 
therefore God replied with a special manifestation of Divine power, 
destroying the Assyrian host. So also the persecutors of Chris- 
tianity perished by miserable deaths because they were taking part 
against the Incarnate God. So with all profane schemes of 
worldly boast in which the world thinks to achieve triumphs which 
will put the Church to shame ! They will ever be generating fresh 
forms of mischief. Evil may change its form, but its character 
bursts out afresh in every phase of human life. The life of God is 
the only power which can hold back from corruption. If He is 
acknowledged, He will bring health and a cure, but if He is 
repudiated He will cause the sorer judgements to come upon the 
earth. 

Those judgements must come upon the earth before the end, men's 
hearts failing them for fear. In the midst of that great tribulation 
the faithful are to rejoice because their redemption drawelh nigh. 
Wars and rumours of wars ! But then shall come the manifesta- 
tion of His glory. He shall make wars to cease. The earth and 
all that is therein shall be burnt up. There shall be a new heaven 
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. The heavenly 
Jerusalem shall be seen, "having the glory of God." "God is in 
the midst of her." 

Amidst al! the weakness of the Church in the world we must be 
looking forward to see the mighty power of God to be manifested 
in the Church when Jesus shall be seated upon the throne of His 
glory. 
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THE SONG OF THE CHURCH MILITANT 

2 God is our Refuge I yea, our Strength is He ! 
In sorrows prompt to help exceedingly ! 

3 So fear we not, though earth should be o'erthrown 
And shaken mountains in the seas cast down, 

4 Though moaning, foaming waters rise and break, 

And m their restless pride the mountains shake. Sciah. 

The strength of the Divine life. 



A stream of joys through God's blest city swells, 
The holy place wherein the Highest dwells. 
God in her midst ! No power to shake she fears ! 
God for her help when morning's face appears 1 
The Gentiles fret : all kingdoms shake in death ! 
He gives His voice : earth melts beneath His breath 
r l he Lord of hosts is with us ! Blest His Name ! 
A mighty Tower in Jacob's God we claim ! Sdah. 

The rivir t>J hafitismal grace. 



9 Come, gaze upon the deeds the Lord bath wrought, 
What wide destruction He on earth has brought I 

10 He makcth wars to cease through earth's domain : 
The bow He breaks, and knaps the spear in twain ; 
He burns in fire the warrior's rolling train. 

1 1 " Now cease your strife I As God will 1 be owned, 
High throned o'er Gentiles, o'er the earth high-throned '" 

12 The Lord of hosts is with us ! Rlest His Name ! 
A mighty Tower in Jacob's God wc claim, Selah. 

(W uppvtrUts inj^ment, The riM aHll /lh fojfi ^ ^ ^ ^ ^.^ 



PSALM 47. 

THE ASCENSION OE CHRIST, A CALL TO MISSIONARY 

ZEAL 

To Ike Pmentar. A Psalm of the Sons ofAomk 

Ali. the nations of the world are to exult in Messiah's triumph 
Wc must take our pan in bringing them to the knowledge of the 
truth. The Lord from Heaven has appeared in Incarnate Majesty 
as Kittg upon the earth. We must go forth upon Missionary work 
m His power, for all power is given to Him. The inheritance 
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given to Jacob l>y Divine Love swells out into the world-wide glory 
of the Christian Church, 

[Music celebrates the heavenly Kingdom about to be revealed.] 
The Covenant-God of Israel shows Himself by the Ascension as 
the One True God of all the nations of the world. The trumpet of 
angelic choirs attends Him. Jewish Psalmody is to celebrate Him 
with fivefold exultation, according to the number of the law. God 
is King over all the earth. All the nations must own as King the 
Seed of Abraham in whom they were to be blessed. 

The shields of the earth which belong to God may be either the 
earthly powers which submit to Christ or the Apostolic Thrones of 
the Church Catholic which were to he the glory of Christ, having 
their life derived from Him (Ps. 45.). Greatly is He exalted. 
Greatly must our hearts be stirred to make His glory known. 

THE INVITATION OF THE CHURCH CATHOLIC 

Now clap your hands, ye people ! earth's vast throng ! 
Shout ye to God, with ringing voice of song ! 

2 For He, the Lord most High, with trembling own'd, 
Is the great King, o'er all the earth enthroned. 

The Angel Host invites to praise Christ. 

3 All peoples at Mis word heneath us bow ; 
He speaks ; their masses at our feet fall low. 

4 For us He would ill' inheritance provide, 

Sign of His love unchanging ! Jacob's pride ! SclaA i 

The Church continues the Evangelical invitation. 

5 'Midst the glad shout behold how God ascends] 
The trumpet's voice upon the Lord attends. 

6 Sing psalms to God ! With psalms unceasing sing 1 
Rejoice with psalms ! with psalms exalt our King ! 

7 For God is King ; o'er all the earth He reigns : 
Sing psalms of prudence in profoundest strains ! 

8 Yea ! God is King, whose power the Gentiles own : 
God sits in glory, on His holy throne. 

Christ asceu.ting will reign over the Church. 

9 The nobles of all peoples ! Here they meet, 
And Abraham's God a new form'd people tercet. 

io To God belong the shields of earthly might : 
He reigns exalted on the heavenly height. 

The Church gathered out of all nations. 
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THE GLORIOUS CONTEMPLATION OF THE HEAVENLY 

JERUSALEM 

A Song. A Pmlm of the Sons of Korah 

FROM the glory of the King we pass on to the glory of the 
Kingdom, 

Anticipate ihe Halleluyahs bursting forth when ihe Lamb's firide 
shall be seen in her perfection, her glory shining From on high, 
her lustre filling all the earth with joy. She " has the glory of 
God." Hers is not a natural noonday brightness. Wet splendour 
rises supernaturatly out of the region of darkness, the powers by 
whom God was hid from sight. 

When the world rises up to assail, look for God suddenly to 
smite the rebellious powers. It is not human wisdom which will 
smite the heart of unbelief. Clod will smite them with their own 
folly, an unseen power, like the east wind. The danger of the 
Church is when she allies herself with worldly powers as 
Jehoshaphal with Abaztah. 

What deliverances God has wrought for thee t Think not that 
He did more for men of old. He docs for us according to our 
need. Look for His love. He will make thee fee! its greatness. 
His Name is unchanging love. The whole earth shall testify of 
His righteousness and His power. 

The unfaithfulness of the Church may delay His work but not 
set it aside. His purpose shall be accomplished. Her heavenly 
towers shall rise without fail. In thine own soul also no gift of 
grace shall be lacking. Take heed that thou destroy not by 
thine impatience what God seeks to accomplish within thee. 
The glory of thy sanclittcation cannot be wrought out save by 
suffering. Thy faith must be tried by many an overthrow. 

God guides to death. Hut what death ? It is the death in which 
immortality shines out, the door of endless life. 

THE CITV OF GOO IN THE COMPLETENESS OF HER 
PRKUF.STi NATION 

The Glory of ihc Heavenly Jerusalem 

1 Great is the Lord 1 His be high homage still, 

In God's own City, on His Holy Hill. 
3 Hail, loveliest steep, that fill'st all earth with glee ! 

Mail, Zion-hill, the Norlh's true brilliancy ! 

Puilt by ihe King of boundless sovereignty ! 

Messiah the glory ,r/tlie Holy Ci/y. Heathenism lukdutti to grace. 
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The World trembling a! the Manifestation of God's Presence in 
His Church 

4 God in her palaces so fair 

Is known — high Tower and sure ! 

5 See kings so proudly mustering (here, — 

See how they march secure ! 

6 A moment's gaze ! Then blank despair, 

Dismay, discomfiture. 

7 A sudden shudd'ring seized on all, 

As pangs on one with child ; 

8 So ships of Tarshish helpless fall, 

Wreck'd by the east-wind wild ! 

Man's pride mierthwwn. 

The Glory of God in the New Jerusalem 

9 We heard of it of old, and now we sec ! 

The Lord of hosts, our God, here deigns to be ! 
God makes this city firm, to all eternity. Selalt. 

Faith perfected in tight. 

The Spread of the Catholic Church 

to O God, we call'd Thy mercy back to mind, 
Within Thy Temple's cloister safely shrined. 

1 1 God, as Thy Name, so doth Thy praise abound ; 
To earth's remotest ends its hymns resound : 
And full of righteousness Thy Hand is found. 

The Accomplishment of the Promises to Zion 

12 To Zion's Mill let constant joy belong ! 

Let Judab'5 daughters raise th' exulting song ! 
Thy judgement shall confound each hostile throng. 

The various national Churches, 

God's Faithfulness to His People 

13 Encompass Zion ! Walk in circuit well ! 
Count all her towers, her perfect state to tell ! 

14 Give all your heart, her matchless force to view ! 
Explore her palace-glories through and through. 
To tell your children ibat the tale was true I 

1 5 See what God is, our God for aye to be ! 
'Tis He will lead us on to— immortality I 

The perfection assured in the end. Lit. — " ta death.'' 
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RELIANCE UPON DIVINE REDEMPTION 

To the Precentor. A Psa/m of the Sons of K'orah 

A PROCLAMATION to all the world ! Take part in it with thanks- 
giving. The Divine guidance is the only safety in death. The work 
of the Son of God is what no mere man can do. Redemption of 
the soul from Salan's power surpasses all human capacity. 
Messiah leads His people through death to immortality because 
He is the Lord of life. 

See how God's wisdom works for its great end. Then no 
power can make thee afraid. Thy past sins may compass thy 
path with many troubles, but thou hast a security in God's love to 
bring thee safely out of them which is far better than any present 
worldly prosperity. The wisest, the wealthiest, of the world must 
die. None by worldly power can help thee in the moment of 
death, bnt they who come to Christ shall not be found naked when 
they die. Men think to perpetuate their glory by landed posses- 
sions, but it is in vain. Death is the shepherd of shame and they 
must submit to him. God leads His sheep forth to pastures of 
^oy. 

The Resurrection morn will see both flocks come forth, one to 
life, the other to everlasting contempt. 

Man in his splendour hath no standing, and alas ! no under- 
Standing. How little do the accidents of this life matter in the 
presence of eternity I The brutes come to an end in death. That 
is the law of their creation. If man, tike them, comes to an end, it 
is a different end, for God created Man for a life beyond. Oh 
that men would consider their latter end ! 

The true wisdom is to look to God. I look for Him to lake me 
as He took Enoch. Then though 1 pass through death, I shall 
not see death. 

Ear from me be all thought of worldly glory ? Let me live to 
the glory, to the love, of God ! 

This Psalm, setting forth the worthlessness of worldly power, 
prepares us for the great Psalm of the Theophany. There God 
Himself calls us to the blessedness of abiding with Him in the 
power of the covenanted sacrifice. 
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THE DOOM OF ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH 

2 Hear what 1 speak, ye peoples, scatter'd wide ! 
List, all who in this transient world abide ! 

3 Sons of the soil, and sons of noble birth ! 

The rich, though strong 1 The poor man in his dearth ! 

4 My mouth shall wisdom's varied wealth outpour — 
My meditative heart deep truths explore. 

5 I stretch mine ear through parables to learn, 

And with the harp tell forth what wisdom may discern, 

6 Why should I fear in days when wrongs abound — 
Supplanters with iniquity surround— 

7 Who trusting in the force of worldly schemes 

Vaunt their vast wealth, with hymns to bless their dreams. 

8 No brother-man can man's redemption win, 
Nor give to God the price to purge from sin, — 

9 ( The ransom of their soul is far too hijjh ! 
Yea, man stands bankrupt to eternity 1 ) 

to The price for him perpetual life to keep, 
And ne'er to see the chasm of the deep 1 

1 1 Ev'n so 1 He sees that wise men come to death : 
So too the fool, the brutish, perisheth. 

His force he leaves to him that followeth, 

12 Their heart is set to build eternal homes : 
The ancestral dwelling to fresh masters comes, 
Their names but ninrk the soil where'er one roams : 

13 But man's fair show no lodgement can provide : 
It leaves him like the beasts in doom to hide. 

14 This is their way ! Stupid self-confidence ! 
Well-pleased, their heirs repeat the vain pretence ! Sclah. 

1 5 Like sheep, they're penn'd for Sheol ! Death proves their 

king ! 
Th 1 upright shall drive them down when morn shall spring. 
Sheoi wastes their form, and sends them wandering t 

16 But as for me ! 'Tis God who from Sheol's hand 
Redeems my soul. He takes me, bids me stand 1 Selah. 

17 Fear not, though man may rise to wealthy pride, 
Though tjlory in his house be multiplied. 

18 Nought can he take when forced by death to go : 
His glory cannot follow him below. 



PSALM SO. 

19 Though he were wont in life his soul to bless, 
(Congratulations praising such success), 

20 His soul must go to generations past, 

No longer to see light while time shall last ! 

21 Yea ! Man's high boast, so senseless in his pride, 
Leaves him but like the beasts in doom to hide. 
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THE T11E0P1IANV OF THE CONQUEROR 

A Psalm of Asaph 

Tmk fiftieth, the jubilee, Psalm. " Out of Zion goes forth the law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. ii. 2). Vs. 10b. 
will call all nations to rejoice in the covenant. Ps. 150. bursts 
forth with the consummate Hallcluyah of a redeemed universe. 

Man could not redeem his brother. The law was weak through 
the flesh. Now God Himself comes to proclaim at once the 
reality and the sanctity of the covenant of life to which He calls 
mankind. 

The Godhead, the Personal Sovereign, the Covenanted Lord of 
life! 

He speaks to thee. The Only-Begotten, the Redeemer, who has 
done what man could not do, yea ! has triumphed over death, now 
comes for judgement to sift those whu have outwardly accepted 
His covenanted blessing. 

God acknowledges our sacrifices. But have not our sins marred 
them? We must ever say, Pardon the iniquity of our holy things. 
We are not to think that the sacrifice is a substitute for our own 
self-oblation. As God is life, His covenant gives life. As God is 
love, His covenant requires love. God requires a perfect heart. 
My life must be a thank-offering to Him, praising Him for the 
redemption which He has given, seeking to lose myself in His love. 
All I can do is to present to Him in Holy Eucharist the oblation 
which He Himself gives me to offer, and I offer it that He may be 
glorified in sanctifying me thereby. 

God's covenant avails not without holiness. God may keep 
silence for awhile, but He will show 1 lis indignation against the 
ungodly. We were nut worthy of God's favour, but as He has 
called us into His covenant, wc must walk in its power. 

The first portion of the I'salm calls us to praise. God herein 
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welcomes 1 1 is saints to the heavenly Jerusalem, built up by Him 
in perfect and imperishable glory. The second Fifty of the 
Psalter opens with David's great prayer of penitence for the build- 
ing up of Jerusalem, the holy city, wherein the sacrifices of 
righteousness shall be offered. 

THE SACRIFICE OF THE JUUILEE 



The Theophany 

The Godhead, God, 1 the Lord, is speaking yet ! 
He calls the earth from sunrise to sunset. 

2 From Zion's steep, so perfect in delight, 

* The Light of God 2 shines forth with radiance bright ! 

3 Our God- 1 shall come, not silent can He be : 
Before Him burns a fire devouringly, 

And mighty storms around His march we see. 

The three titles do not imply the doctrine of the Trinity , hut the three/old "God" 
probably dees. The Father speaks. The Hen appears. The Holy Ghost is the firt nf 
His month. 



The Call to Judgement 

4 The heavens on high, the earth in audience vast 
He calls to hear His people's sentence past, 

5 "Gather My saints before My Judgement Seat, 
Who once my cov'nant claim'd o'er victims meet." 

6 The thundering heavens His righteousness declare, 
For God is He who comes in judgement near. Selah. 

Sanctity of vocation. Israelii tiatinn of saints. Christians not only separated 
but supernaiurally sanctified. 

Ill 

Repudiation of merely A Fate rial Sacrifices 

7 Listen, My people, I Myself will speak — 
To thee, O Israel, My witness make, 

God, e'en thy God, am I ! To worship wake ! 

8 Not for defective sacrifice I smite : 

Nay 1 constant are thine offerings in My sight : 

9 f will not take a steer thy sheds might hold, 
Nay, nor the goats that leap within thy fold. 
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10 Mine are the beasts in wildest forests fed r 
Mine are the herds on thousand hills outspread. 

1 1 I know each bird in hill-side covert found : 

I watch the flutt'ring of the meadow ground. 

12 For hunger's food I would not thee implore : 
The world is Mine and Mine is all its store, 

13 Say, shall I eat bull's flesh when I would feed ? 
Or drink the blood of goats to sate My need? 

14 Sacrifice thanks to God ! With thanks draw near I 
With vows well paid to the Most High appear ! 

15 To Me when sorrow comes, thy cry shall be ! 
So will I set thee free ! So glorify thou Me I 

All that we can give to God comes from Gal. 
IV 

Sacrifice to be offered in Righteottsness 

16 But hearken ! — To the wicked man God spake— 
How shall thou My decrees thine utt' ranee make ! 
Or dare My cov'nant in thy mouth to take? 

17 Look to thyself! Instruction thou dost hate : 
My warning words thou dost repudiate. 

18 Seeing a thief, thou ail in him content : 
And with th 1 adulterers is thy portion spent. 

19 The utterance of thy mouth is but for wrong. ■ 
The guileful machinations of thy tongue. 

20 How gladly was thy brother's fault discuss'd I 
Yea ! To thy mother's son thou gav'st a thrust ! 

21 Despite thy deeds, did silence still prevail ? 

Though t'st thou that, like thyself, My words might fail ? 
I warn thee now ! Behold thy doom's detail ! 



v 
Promise to the Faithful 

22 Consider, ye who heed not Deity, 

Lest I, as spoiler, come ! Then none shall free ! 

23 Who sacrificeth thanks, My glory shows ! 
And whoso on life's way with firmness goes, 
To him will I God's saving power disclose. 
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THIRD QUINDECAD 

Psalms 5L-65. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

THE SON OF GOB THE CONQUEROR OF DEATH 

Trilogy of the Sin-Bearer 

The First Quindecad (Pss. 3.- 17.) gives what may be 
called the ideal or moral view of Messiah's struggle in 
its principles of action and the character of the 
Champion. 

The Second (Pss. 1 8.-32.) gives the transcendent or 
heavenly view of that struggle in its relationship to 
the Powers of Darkness and the heavenly issues of the 
conflict. ' 

Tliis Quindecad gives the earthly or practical view of 
the struggle, for the Son of God appears in earthly 
form, gathering round Himself a Church upon earth 
as the extension of His Incarnate Being, called to share 
His sufferings, bear His Cross, and rise to His glory. 

Ps. 51. — The Son of God is here seen bearing the 

likeness of sinful flesh, the Child of David and Bath-sheba, 

which makes Him to be the inheritor of man's original 

guilt, but born after the illegitimate child has died. He 

is the Prince of Peace, for the marriage union of David 

and Bath-sheba symbolizes the possibility of sin being 
wo 
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forgiven and covenanted peace with God being restored. 
He has a Divine Nature, for He is the Wisdom and 
Truth of God, by virtue of His Eternal Personality. 
This Personality, weighed down by the burden of man's 
sin which He has to bear, is the Divine glory of the 
Word which opens His human lips, and enables Him to 
offer Himself as the Sacrifice of Righteousness (declared 
in Ps. 40.), and by His merits the heavenly Jerusalem, 
His own Extended Body, the Church, the Second Eve, is 
to be built up. Solomon thus appears as His type. 

Ps. 52. — The Son of God was "made under the law" 
(Gal, iv. 4). This Psalm speaks of Him under the type of 
David when he went to the house of Ahimelech, the 
priest. Doeg, the Edomite, accuses David to Saul. So 
the carnal Jews handed Christ over to the Roman 
priest, the natural man. Then the spiritual character 
of Judaism perished, as the priests of Nob were slain. 
Henceforth the true priestly character of Israel was 
identified with Jesus Christ. 

Ps- S3' — This Psalm corresponds with Ps, 14, God in 
the former Psalm looked down upon the children of man 
to see if there was any one whose character met the 
requirements of Ps. 1 5. As there was none, He «ent 
His Son. The present Psalm is more judicial. He 
looks down and sees mankind in their wickedness, and 
they oppress His people. He therefore scatters the 
boasts of the besiegers. The refrain is taken up to 
show that the dispensation is Divine in its avenging as 
it was Divine in its origin. 

Trilogy of Persecution 

Ps. 54. — David hidden among the Ziphitcs represents 
the Son of God hidden by the Incarnation. He is the 
object of universal enmity, but He relies upon God's 
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protection. His life is a continuous sacrifice, a free-will 
offering of love, to the Father, amidst all suffering. 

Ps. 55.- — Christ in His own Person, and still abiding in 
His Church, bears tin 1 antagonism of Antichrist. He 
longs for the wings of a dove, the manifestation of the 
Spirit's power, whereby in the Resurrection He shall be 
glorified as the Son of God. 

The wickedness of mankind meets Him not only in 
open criminality, but in those who were associated with 
Him in the worship of God, but whose hearts were using 
that purpose for evil ends. Nevertheless, Messiah lives 
in prayer to God. He relies not upon human appear- 
ances. Smoothness and civilization hide the antagonism 
of the world which is as hateful as ever. The righteous 
is safe amidst all persecutions if he cast his portion on 
the Lord. The seed of the serpent, the murderer and 
the liar, shall perish. 

Ps. 56. — David is seized in Gath. This is the final 
open assault of the world against Messiah, casting Him 
out. " We will have no King but Caesar." They distort 
His words. So the teaching of Christ in His Church 
is made a matter of misrepresentation from age to age. 
Nevertheless, the Soul of Christ cannot die, nor can His 
feet suffer hurt. He will pass through death to the 
glory of the Resurrection, the Light of Life. 

Trilogy of the Crucified 

These three Psalms are headed " Destroy Not," and 
thus represent Messiah as being immortal in the midst 
of death. The serpent cannot bruise the Head of the 
Redeemer. 

Ps. 57. — This Psalm recalls Ps. 22., calling upon God 
for pity, although for a season Messiah must be left 
alone, forsaken outwardly, but still abiding under the 
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shadow of God's wings. The time is not yet come for 
these wings to bear Him triumphantly away. His soul 
is among lions, the Powers of Darkness. The sons 
of men are as firebrands, a sharp sword. But God's 
glory will exalt Him over all the earth. His heart 
is firm. He will endure the shame of the Cross, looking 
forward to the joy which is set before Him. 

Ps. 58. — Here the enemies who boast of their justice 
as if they were doing more good than Christ, are 
reproved for their wickedness. They are the seed 
of the serpent, and will not listen to the charm of 
Truth. 

They will be convicted by the suddenness of the 
overthrow, showing that God is judge of the earth. 

Ps. 59. — David in the house of Michal is watched by 
Saul's emissaries, but escapes through the window. So 
the Jews sought to destroy Christ when He was wearing 
the goatskin covering, the likeness of our sinful flesh, 
but He escaped by the other mode of exit, rising from 
the grave in spiritual power. The Jews are to be 
scattered, not destroyed. They are to be consumed, 
not by destruction but by conversion to Christ. 

Trilogy of the Kingdom 

Ps. 60. — The victory of Syria is followed by the 
slaughter of Edom in the valley of salt. The world has 
become Christian, but the Jews have to be subdued. 
They are now the Edom. Their covenant is the barren 
valley of salt. 

Christ has set up His .Cross as the banner of the 
Church militant. He exults in the approaching victory 
over Judaism. It is the power of God which will 
be manifested in the final conversion of the strong 
city. 

VOL, II. K 
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p Si 61. — The cry goes up from the ends of the earth, 
the Church Catholic. Messiah looks to be lifted up to 
the Rock that is higher than man, the Divine Rock. 
The Kingdom, thus established before God, shall abide 
for ever. 

Ps. 62.— This sure salvation comes from God alone. 
Christ's Kingdom is not one of worldly wealth. All that 
is of man is vanity. We must not look to triumph 
by human power. God is Almighty God is merciful. 
All must be judged before Him. 

Trilogy of the Resurrection 

Ps, 63. — The King will rejoice in God in the morning 
of the Resurrection, and they who seek the hurt of His 
soul shall perish in the earth. 

Ps. 64.— The wicked aim to destroy the righteous, 
trusting in worldly schemes. The judgement of God 
will burst out suddenly upon them in the day of 
resurrection. 

p s< 65.. — The processes of nature bringing forth the 
rich crops from the earth must waken our joy. Why ? 
Surely because they symbolize the great works of God 
to be manifested in the day of Resurrection, when the 
shout of joy shall rise from all the saints, 

PSALM si. 

THE CLEANSING VIRTUE OF THE INCARNATION 

Penitential IV. 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David, when Nathan, (he Prophet, went (0 
him, what time he went to tiatk-sheha 

Consider this Psalm simply word by word. 

Plead for grace, God's mercy is the source of grace to His 
creatures. His compassions, by reason of the Incarnation, are co- 
extensive with our human feelings. The substance of our natural 
being is written over with the condemnatory marks of our tmns- 
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grtssions. God's mercy, by its co-extensive compassionateness, 
obliterates the traces of our sinful actions. Our bodies bear the 
mark of every sin we have done, and the Incarnation communicates 
to the members of Christ an obliterating virtue. We are born in a 
state of corruption or iniquity with tendencies leading us to evil. 
Our whole being needs to be cleansed from this innate corruption. 
Our nature therefore must be thoroughly washed (not merely 
cleansed externally) by the communication of the Body of Christ, 
which thus thoroughly cleanses our body. It penetrates all the 
tissues of our frame, making us anew. The Blood of Jesus infused 
into us removes the darkness of our original sin, restoring the 
brightness of God : s Presence which Adam lost in the moment of 
the Fall. Only thus can we be brought back to the brightness of 
the Divine life, as the children of Light. 

The Incarnation effected for the substance of humanity as a 
whole, that which is effected for individuals by their separate in- 
corporation into that indivisible renovated substance. 

In order to receive this renewal there must be sincere confession 
o f i n di v i d u al transgressions, and continual fan itenee. 

The terribleness of sin is because of the rupture of our relation' 
ship with God. His indwelling Presence is a Personal loving 
Presence looking Upon us, and not a mere power which we have 
misused. He is interested in each one of us, having created man 
in His own image to be His child. 

God's Word, by which man was created as a moral being, is 
manifested in its righteousness by His unchanging law of moral 
government, and no one can reproach Him when He asserts His 
claims against sinful man. 

The nature out of which was taken the Flesh of the Incarnate 
Son was hopelessly corrupt. Although He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, nevertheless He could not but participate 
in the external bondage of sin under which all mankind were con- 
demned. The nature of mankind is a unit, and the Incarnation 
would have been purposeless if He had only taken to Himself that 
material portion of our nature which became His Persona! Body in 
such manner as to be a separate entity from the unit of man's 
collective nature. He became of one substance with us all, taking 
upon Himself the outward form of a slave, for huntan nature, as a 
whole, was by the Fall enslaved to Satan. Thus He was " made sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him." In this mass of sinfulness, then, He was conceived, 
so as to take upon Himself the sins of all mankind, not as a 
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separate substitute, but as an identified representative, our Brother, 
although doing what no mere man could do <Ps. 49. 8). 

God delights not in sacrifices, however costly, such as were 
offered under the typical dispensation of the law. Christ's delight 
was to fulfil God's pleasure, that is, God's delight, even. Truth and 
Wisdom hidden but operative as the foundation principle of our 
humanity. This Wisdom is the Presence of Him who is the 
consubstantial object of God's Love. God created man in His 
own image, and cannot delight in man unless that image have 
the fulness of His own living substance. 

The hyssop of the earthly sanctuary was an instrument of cere- 
monial purification. Original sin was to be expelled from human 
nature and Christ conceived in human completeness by the power 
of holiness, not by any antecedent merit of humanity. Earthly 
emptiness, symbolized by the hollow reed, was to be the instrument 
of Divine fulness in the 'purifying act of the Kenosis. So should 
man be bright with the brightness of God. That thorough pene- 
trative washing \vj the Blood of Christ, Blood living with the power 
of the Holy Ghost, would make His members whiter than snow, 
worthy to be the children horn from on high. "Their robes are 
washed in the Blood of the Lamb," not the red blood of a mortal 
existence but the white blood of resurrection lire. 

The Resurrection of Christ wakens the ear of our renewed 
humanity to rejoice in the voice of God which to Adam when he 
sinned was a cause of terror. Now human nature through Christ 
can respond exuhingly to that call, having obtained freedom from 
the crushing penalty of earthly life. 

Hence the prayer, Hide Thy Face from my sins. Behold me, 
not in the misery of my corruption, but according to the glorious 
welcome of Thy predestinating love in the kingdom of grace where- 
into Thou upliftest trie It is in effect the same as Ps. 39. M- 
Obliterate all traces not only of my transgressions but of my 
inherited iniquity and corruption. Create in me a dean heart, not 
soiled by any defiling traces of its origin. 

Thou didst give me a steadfast spirit, breathing the Holy Ghost 
into my original nature, but Adam forfeited it by self-will. Renew 
it now within me, that being partaker of the Holy Ghost by whom 
Christ was conceived, i may no longer be under the tyranny of 
past bondage. 

Thou didst drive Adam away from Thy Presence. Drive not 
me away, and take not from me Thy Holy Spirit as Thou did'sl 
take it from him. 
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Give me the joy of Thy Jesus, the joy of Salvation. Yea ! let it 
be my joy to offer myself to Thee according to the princely spirit 
of self-oblation, the spirit ui freedom, for thus it is that Jesus makes 
lis to act with the joyous freedom of Son ship. Establish me therein 
by Thy Personal indwelling, the gift of the Holy Ghost, which is 
the Life of the Body of Christ. So shall I become a teacher to 
those who are transgressors lost to Thy way, and those who are 
born in the estrangement of original sin shall be brought back to 
Thee. 

Deliver mc from the guilt of bloodshed, Thou, the Personal God, 
for Thou art the God who workest out my salvation. The God- 
head of the Son is one with the Godhead of the Father, and acts by 
the power of the Holy Ghost in all His members. As 1 have 
experienced Thy restoring power, so let me bring others to Thy 
grace. 

The lips of Jesus arc the opened lips of humanity which lead the 
Song of Halleluyali. This song of praise is the true sacrifice of 
the risen life, for God the Creator of all has no delight in sacrifices 
by reason of material value. Thou hast no pleasure in burnt- 
offering. 

The sacrifices which God requires are the constant presentation 
of a spirit that is broken, and therefore incapable of entering into 
this world's delights. Such a spirit offers itself wholly, lovingly, 
and therefore joyously to God. Sacrifice to such a spirit is no 
longer a penalty as if it involved the loss of something that was 
dear. God's acceptance surpasses all possible value. It is a 
privilege by such self-oblation to hold communion with God. 

A heart, broken and crushed, and therefore no longer participat- 
ing in earthly passions, may be despisedby man, but not by God. 

Thus does the Psalmist lead us to the final prayer of Christ, 
which is necessary to give effect to all that has gone before. He 
appeals through the yearning of His own elect Humanity for that 
yearning to be satisfied by His predestined Incarnation. 

Do good unto Zion in token of Thy favour to me, in that 1 have 
offered to Thee this my self-sacrifice which my people are to share. 
Build the walls of the Heavenly Jerusalem with their living stones. 

We plead Christ's Intercession when we pray to God as His 
members. "That city has the glory of God, and the Lamb is the 
Light thereof." 

Then shall Thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, sacrifices 
full of righteous life, not needing now to pass through death in 
order to be accepted of God, but living with a life superior to death 
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and dear to God, (he joy of Christ's people offering themselves along 
with Him in Holy Eucharists, burnt-offerings which ascend to Thee 
with the Fire of the Holy Ghost, all perfect with the perfections of 
the Body of Thine Only-Begotten Son. Then shall Thy people 
offer themselves as living sacrifices on the Mediatorial Altar of 
His Divine Personality, that Incarnate Personality which is the 
true Altar, elevating and sanctifying the gifts which are laid 
thereon, itself the true foundation-stone of the heavenly city. 



GOD APPEARING IN TIIF LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH 
Cry far Mercy 

3 God, give me grace t Thy mercy let me urge ! 
Countless transgressions copious love shall purge ! 

4 Wash me till no iniquity remain, 

And make me bright from ev'ry sinful stain ! 

5 For I indeed will my transgressions own ! 
My sin still haunts me with perpetual moan. 

6 Against Thee have I sinn'd, yea, only Thee ! 
At each wrong-doing Thou wast near to see : 
So be Thou righteous in Thy Word's decree, 

And pure from harsh reproach in judgement's plea. 

Messiah sneaking as the representative c/ 'humanity with which He is substantially 
one. 

Sinfulness of Fallen ff it inanity 

7 Lo ! Nature by iniquity defil'd ! 

A sin-stained mother knew me as her child ! 

8 Lo ! Truth delights Thee, quick'ning nature's source : 
In secret depths Thou giv'st me Wisdom's force. 

9 Cleanse me with hyssop, brightly thus to glow : 
Wash me, to be more white than daw.ling snow. 

io My breast with joy and glee Thy voice shall fill : 
The bones Thou crushetl'st feel th' exulting thrill, 

1 1 Secrete Thy Face, my sins no more to see, 
Wipe out all trace of past iniquity. 

The human nature of Christ derived fr&m Adam. The Eternal U'isdatti con- 
stitutes His I'eisonalitt ami lifts the impersonal humanity out of its sin. 

The New Creation in Christ 

12 Create me, God, a heart all bright from sin : 
Renew a spirit of firm strength within. 
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13 Drive me not forth, an outcast from Thy Face : 
Take not away Thy Holy Spirit's grace. 

14 Restore me Thy salvation's glecsome day : 
A willing spirit be my constant stay. 

15 I to transgressors will Thy ways make known : 
A race restored from sin Thy Truth shall own. 

16 God, free me, Saviour-God, from bloody distress ; 
So shall my tongue ring forth Thy righteousness. 

Sacrifices of Righteousness in the Heavenly Jerusalem 

17 O Master mine ! Thou shatt my lips unseal : 
So shall my mouth Thy holy praise reveal. 

18 Victims delight Thee not, or I would bring : 
Thou Uk'st no pleasure in burnt-offering. 

19 A broken spirit is God's sacrifice : 

A heart, crush'd, broken— God do not despise ! 

20 Do good to Zion as Thy pleasure will'd : 
Jerusalem's lofty ramparts haste to build. 

21 Then righteous sacrifices— Thy delight — 

Then steers whole burnt— shall deck Thine altar's height. 



PSALM 52. 

DEFIANCE OF THE WORLD THROUGH CONFIDENCE IN 

CHRIST 

To the Precentor. SfttsJHt of Dait'd. When Dorg,tkc Edomitc v tame and 
told Stud, and said to him, JJavid is tone to the house of Ahimeleck 

Satan is a murderer and a liar both in one, for he lies in order to 
kill. He is the antagonist of the Word of Truth, the Life-giver, to 
whom appeal is made in Ps. 51. Jesus builds: Satan destroys. 

But the building of Jesus fails not. Satan may work outward 
overthrow, but that does not mar the spiritual growth of the 
heavenly City. We feel Satan's false and murderous tongue 
assailing the Church day by day : nevertheless, God gives us a 
blessing in return for Dueg's slaughter as for Shimei's cursing. 

We must not be surprised at any power of speech which works 
against the Church of God. It is but a form of the struggle going 
on between the Seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. 
Power gained by Satan's widespread influence will not stand. All 
evil words must recoil on them that utter them. 
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Anticipate the joyous song of the redeemed, when the accuser of 
our brethren shall he cast out. 

In vain does Babylon trust in any worldly appearance. Her 
power shall be taken away. The everlasting covenant will be 
revealed, but it is for us to accept our time of probation, that when 
it comes we may rejoice therein. 

THE OVERTHROW OF ANTICHRIST 
Denunciation of A nlic foist 

3 Thou man of might, why make such boast of wrong ? 
Godhead's great mercy tarries all day long. 

4 Thy tongue is like a razor sharply ground, 
Devising ruin, guilefully to wound. 

5 Thou loves t wrong much more than good to own. 
And falsehood more than righteous benison. Setah. 

His Inevitable Doom 

6 Thou lov'st all whirlpool words, thou guileful tongue ! 

7 Godhead shall tear thee out eternally, 
Uprake thee, drag thee from the tent to die, 
Uproot thee from earth's living progeny. Selah. 

8 The righteous when they gaxe shall be aghast, 
And burst in laughter at the sight at last. 

Thanksgiving for Final Deliverance of the Church 

9 Lo, not in God his stronghold sure that mighty one would place, 
But trusting in his wealth so vast, grew strong in his disgrace. 

to Whilst I like a green olive-tree that grows in God's own floor, 
Shall in God's mercy place my trust for ever evermore. 

1 1 For ever will I give Thee thanks for that which Thou hast done, 
And hope in Thine all-glorious Name with saints in union. 



PSALM S3. 

THE FOLLY OF THE WICKED WOO SET GOD ASIDE 

To the 1're-antor. On Mnhalatk. MasMl of David 

THE fool is Satan's dupe. He would slay men. He would deny 
God. By denying the Godhead of Christ he would bring the God- 
Man to death. 
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Ps. 14. was for the comfort of Jehovah's covenant people amidst 
the evil of the wicked. This Psalm is an Elohistic repetition, with 
some slight changes. 

Ps. 53. follows upon Ps. 52. with warning to the ungodly, that 
God cares for His people, and will avenge them, if not speedily, 
yet suddenly. 

When the terror breaks out, the bold scoffer is full of fear. On 
the contrary, God's people must look in time of trouble for deliver- 
ance to arise. 

Satan by manifold falsehoods rules the course of this world, 
organizing society so as to bring reproach upon the people of 
Christ, and bold them in bondage. The faithful must wait for the 
judgement. Then shall every man receive what is due to him from 
God. 

The word "God" occurs here seven times. In Ps. 14. the word 
"God" three times, and " Lord" four times. 



THE DESCENT OF THE JUDC.F 
Tlte Corruption of (lie World 

2 The fool's heart bids him boast, "God there is none," 
Corrupt, abhorrent, malice have they done. 

No ! There's not one thai doeth good, not one. 

This Kfoltistic Psalm refits lo the Church in /he WWi 

The Scrutiny of God 

3 The sons of men God from high Heaven survey'd, 
To see if but one heart, by prudence sway'd, 
With suppliant love would sue tow'rds God for aid. 

Gfri ivnlehe.t 07vr irji/wifftiflf .wulx ti&c Antifris. 

Onc and alt Perverted 

4 But all are backward turn'd, a fetid whole ! 
Read forth the names of men !— on all the roll, 
There's none that doeth good, no, not one soul ! 

liveiy one mtttt come Iff judgeiiicnl. 

The Voice of God 

5 Since all work villainy, is knowledge lied? 
They eat my people simply as their bread, 
And God meanwhile have not solicited. 

t/ernfs iiHisi'iere tffl&jrfet* fft >'':e ' lloun t>j tWeuti." 
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The Judgement coming suddenly 

6 There did they fear j^rexit fear, where fear was none ! 
Sec ! The besieger's bones, how Gorl hath strewn ! 
God has refused them ! Thou their shame hast done ! 

The Chttreh in her affttt tiim mill he a cause fl/ shame to her ^erSirtttnrs. 

The Deliverer appearing in Zum 

7 Israel's saltations ! Now from Zion speed ! 
When God shall turn to turn His people's need, 
Then Jacob shall he glad, Israel rejoice indeed I 

Prchiihly we map refer this verse ia the cam*er.\ion ttf Israel at the end of thi 
warhl. 
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THE CONFIDENCE OF THE FAITHFUL 

ASSAULTS OF SATAN 



AMIDST THE 



To thi Freeentor. On Neginr<th. A fasti I of David. li'Acrr the Ziphites 
tame and said to Saul, Does not David hide himself with us {i Sam. 
xxiii. 26.) 

Thk Ziphites represent formal religionists who deny its spiritual 
power. They look upon the true faithful as bringing them inlo 
danger from the world by claims which (hey reject. They do not 
treat the Divine strength as a reality. 

Rise above all such debasement of the natural heart. Rise out 
of thyself to God, whenever thou art tempted to look to natural 
power as the Ziphites looked to Saul. 

Look for Jesus to help thee. If His Presence be hidden, yet it 
is powerful. Thou must not betray Him, but trust in Him. 
Temptations may beset thee. Thou secmest to be left to thyself. 
Do not think that God hides Himself from thee. He would have 
thee hide thyself in Him, and He will protect thee. 

All who treat the Divine Name as powerless shall feel its power 
in vengeance upon themselves. 

Accept the difficulty of thy position as an occasion of true self- 
oblation to God in the power of His free and princely Spirit (Ps. 
51. 19). This is the opportunity for thee to show thy true relation to 
Him. 

God saved David from the danger of Saul by rumour of a 



PSALM 55- 



203 



Philistine inroad. Cod will deliver thee in times of danger by 
ways of which thou canst have no knowledge. He rules all, and 

I-] e cares for thee. 

As Christ was "an alien to His mother's children, so, alas, 
Christians treat the life of faith as alien from them whde they 
live for the world. Let us be dead to the world and true to Chr.st. 

CARNAL Ol' POSITION TO CHRIST 
The Cry of Distress 

3 God, save me in Thy Name ; 

My cause with might redress ; 

4 God, hear Thy suppliant's claim, 

Tire prayer my words express : 

5 For strangers 'gainst me rise, 

The fierce ones seek my soul to be their prize, 
They set not God before their eyes. 

Trustful Self- Oblation 

Lo, God my helper will remain 1 

The Master is with those who do my soul sustain, 
f 1 le turns tlV aggressors' wrong, themselves to enthrall ; 
Oh ! in Thy truth o'erwhclm them all 1 

8 With willing heart my sacrifice I'll bring, 

For, Lord, 'tis good Thy Name with thanks to sing ; 

9 Yea I From all sorrow this shall set me free : 
Mine eye looks fearless on mine enemy. 



PSALM 55. 

THE WEARY BURDEN OF THE ISESETTING SIN 

To the Fee-enter. On N^hwth. A Alasktl of David 

THE soul in its weakness feels the power of SaUin. Even though 
regenerated by the Holy Ghost, it feels itself willed down by 
the corruption of the flesh. " We ourselves groan wtlhin oiir^el es 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 1 he 
weak flesh gives power to Satan's tyranny. 



204 THE CONQUEROR OF DEATH 

Our nature seems to be in travail with child. It is with us 
individually as our Lord spake to the Apostles. They as repre- 
senting His Church were to travail in birth with the heavenly 
offspring. So St Paul travailed, bringing the G entile Churches 
into existence. Such is the travail of the sou! in its own individual 
consciousness of having to present the Christ-life developed within 
itself for the Divine approval. 

Such were the efforts of Saints. Are they ours ? 

How we must long for the wings of the dove, the blessed Spirit, 
to carry us hence. Oh 1 we must long to be with Jesus in Paradise. 
We cannot be "as pure on earth as on that spotless shore." Yet 
the Holy Ghost has been given. He is bearing us on His wings, ' 

Not yet to Paradise. First of all to the wilderness ! 

There Jesus contended and conquered. We must retire into the 
wilderness, and find peace in retirement with Him. 

So we renounce the world in our Baptism that we may die to it. 
Are we renouncing it in our hearts as those who know what being 
dead to it really means ? 

Babylon is the world. Do we feel ourselves exiles in this 
Babylon, and are we longing for Jerusalem on high? Are we 
living in the inward experience of our citizenship, so as to have 
foretastes, such as we may have, of the "joy and peace in believing," 
which make up for every forfeiture of the world's delight? 

How the various ambitions of the world solicit us and vex us ! 
David knew that the kingdom was sure, by Divine appointment, 
to Solomon, but he loved Absalom. Probably this made him 
negligent of bis duty to the one, as he was also partial in his 
affection for the other. 

Perhaps we in like manner have confidence in God's grace to 
bring matters to their proper issue, and so neglect the stern moral 
discipline by which the treachery of this Absalom in our own 
bosoms ought to be checked. 

Alas ! there is a traitor whose council serves to strengthen the 
cause of rebellion. Absaiom, the father of peace, is the child of 
our affections, wayward and long indulged. Ahithophel, the 
brother of folly, is with him, and that folly is none other than" 
the wisdom of the world, the carnal reason. The peace of the 
world is opposed to the true Solomon, the Prince of Peace, and 
the world's folly is the antagonist of the Divine Wisdom. 

Reason ought to have been the guide of our affections, but now 
that it is subservient to our wanton inclination, it becomes our 
greatest enemy. 
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Reason was man's companion in Divine worship. It should 
have trained us in the love of God. Now it is ever ready to assert 
any of the conflicting claims of the world, rather than point onward 
to that peace which passclh understanding. 

How sweet to reason with devout meditation upon the things of 
God I Plow miserable to have a perverted reason pleading for 
heresy and unbelief ! Reason backing up the self-reliance and 
corruption of the natural heart is but folly ! It must go down to 
hell there to find its foolishness and be perpetuated in the sin of 
blasphemy. 

Our only security is in prayer. God, if He knows our trouble, 
will not leave us unaided. God will hear the cry of the faithful 
soul ; and the heart which relies upon earthly outward power must 
perish. Satan will use the flattery of the world to wound the soul. 
Still must we cry unto God, and He will deliver. 

So also is it in the outward struggles of the Church. 

The intellect of the day may be allied with sensual and social 
elements of antagonism to Divine Truth Nevertheless God will 
overthrow all enemies. David may be driven away for a while, 
but He to whom the kingdom belongs will come and claim ii. 
The issue is sure. We must not be fearful. But the intermediate 
struggle involves much soreness of heart. We must be faithful to 
the cause of God, watching for the help of the Holy Ghost, abiding 
in the wilderness until the tyranny be overpast, looking for the 
Wisdom of God, the manifold Wisdom of God, which shall be 
revealed in (he final triumph, when the government and peace of 
the promised Redeemer shall be seen in their eternal manifestation. 

CHRIST AND ANTICHRIST 

Appeal to God in extreme Sadness 



2 God, hear my prayer ! 

Stay not conceal'd while suppliant I draw near ! 

3 11 ark to me ! Answer me ! 

I fret and toss myself perplexedly ! 

4 The foe's dread voice I hear ; 

The pressure of the wicked wakes my fear ; 
'Gainst me with villainy they gather near : 
Such angry animosity they bear ! 

Christ fitting the burden of death which rats npoa .'iiintm: tHttart, 
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Hitman Nature longing for the Gift of the Holy Ghost 

5 My heart within with travail pangs doth quake : 

Death's pressures overtake : 

6 Such fear, such shuddering, o'er rnc came ; 

Terrors en wrapt my frame : 

7 Then said I, who can dove-like wings provide ? 
I'd wing my way in sheltered peace to hide ! 

8 Far would I flee, 

A lodger in the wilderness to be : — Seiah. 

9 I'd haste some place of rescue to procure, 

From wildering blasts and wasting whirlwind sure. 

Me cannot exert ft is Divint flortrer to shake it off. He dwells in the Bosom of God 
by the Holy Ghost. Earth is to Him only a lodging. 



The Plots of Enemies 

to Master, with swallowing wrath divide their tongues ! 

I see in city Strife and cruel wrongs, 
i I By day, by night, they compass every part — 

Mischief and villainy that city's heart ! 
12 See! in her heart nought hut distraction reigns. 

And in her markets guileful grind remains ! 

As irt the days of Feteg, so nolo. Forthly pride moti Id again build Babylon. The 
Heloi'etl can find no rest in the city of the world. 



The Apostate' Apostle 

13 For 'tis no foe's reproach ! That could ( bear ! 
No open hatred lords it o'er me here ; 

I could secrete myself, if so it were. 

14 I3ut thou, a man that by my side hast grown ! 
So closely link'd ! So intimately known ! 

15 Oh ! what sweet hidden fellowship we found, 
God's House our goal with buzzing throngs around ! 

16 O then, let desolation be their end ! 
Whilst yet alive, let them to Sheo! descend ! 

Wrongs fill'd their homes, their hearts 1 Let these their doom 
attend ! 

Farther Life is only eontinu ince in sin. Probation to them mere pro/if less. 
! fence our Lord's toords to Judas. 



PSALM 56. 



207 



Confidence in God 

But as for me, to God I cry ! 
The Lord to save me makes reply. 
[8 At eve, at morn, at noon, I muse and moan, 

And He my voice will own, 
10. He who my soul from threatening war redeem'd, 

And gave me peace, though numbers hostile seem'd 
iq The Godhead hears and answers from on high, — 
Enthroned primevally, — Selah— 
Waits though no shock of change their pride defy, 
Though still they have no fear that God is nigh. 

Continued Lift is communion vl/ith God. Goti is nigh to sinner and to saint to 
answer flayer and to exercise judgement. 

The Judgement Coming 

21 On him that was at peace he laid his hand ; 
He cared not to his covenant lo stand : 

22 His mouth like butter ! I laired fills his heart ! 
His oily words wound with a dagger's smart ! 

23 Gast on the Lord thy lot ! He'll help thee out ; 
He'll save the righteous from eternal rout. 

24 God, Thou to death's foul well-hole hurl'st them down 
Ere half their age these guileful murd'rers own ! 

Hut as for me, my trust shall be in Thee alone. 

The final A ntrthrist wilt probably avo%\* a specious Christianity* 



PSALM 56. 

THE CONFIDENT THANKFULNESS OF THE 
TREMBLING SOUL 

To the Precentor. On the Silent Dove of fh,: far-off regions. Miktam of 
David when She Phi lis tints seized him in Cath 



"The Dove of the. far-off regions 1 " Such is the Title. 1's. 22. 
was the utterance of one fur off. In I's. 55. David longed for the 
wings of a dove. 

Whilst here on earth we must feel ourselves far off from God. 
Neither Gath nor the earthly Jerusalem can be our home. 

As the Christian belongs to iinother world, he must always be a 
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terror to the people of this world. They know his aims cannot be 
the same as theirs. 

The Holy Spirit may be silent within us. He may not give us 
the sensible comfort which we desire. He seeks to develop our 
faith. We must learn that God though far off is none the less 
nigh, He is closer to us than any nearness, lie is within us. liy 
His covenanted indwelling we must praise His word. Perhaps 
the silence is of our own doing. If we would speak tn God in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, we should find the Holy Ghost 
speaking within us, 

David's taking refuge with the Philistines only brought him into 
fresh trouble. God lets us experience the trouble which follows 
upon earthly reliance. He is watching us, not negligently but 
lovingly. He keeps record of our wanderings in His Book and 
He treasures our tears in His bottle. The tears of penitent love 
feeling the anguish of earth's exile, treasured as they are by God's 
love, shall be restored to us in floods of holy joy. It is for us -to 
take heed that there is in those tears no bitterness of carnal re- 
bellion. "Through God I will praise His Word." If we speak 
thus, and mean what we say, we shall not fear man. If we are 
rising up to the life of God we shall be dead to the accidents of 
time. Others may mistrust us. We must trust in God. We must 
make our vows to Him, and thank Him for the discipline by which 
He accepts them. Our vows must have an element of difficulty 
while we are far off ; otherwise they would not be worthy of the 
response which shall welcome us when we come to our Father's 
Home. 

XifE DIVINE WORD THE CAUSE OF FEAR TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 

2 Be gracious, God ! Frail man stands panting by, 
Fighting all day so fiercely to defy. 

3 The aggressors, panting after me with rage— 
Vast thrones in fight — with lurdly boast engage. 

4 Yet when I fear, I look lo Thee with trust ! 

5 In God, I will His Word with praise revere ! 
In God I put my trust ; I will not fear 
What flesh may do to me in rude career. 

The absence cf Divine $ to ry dn "' "g <h e tint e r>f Ch i-i it's hit in illation , Tk e in hrio r 
I'ustncto/the Divine nature. The indwelling Word nut removing outward difficult? 
but ensuring -victory. 
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6 All day my words they torture, and at me 
Their thoughts are but for wrong continually. 

7 They band; together : they set spies for strife : 
These watch my heels, hoping to snare my life. 

8 Is rescue theirs, with villainy thus known ? 

God, in anger cast the peoples down ! 

The Son of God has arnie tit ear land of wanderings, but lie it iwt cut off from God 
as Cain it'as, 

t) O Thou who dost my wand'rings well record — 
Oh 1 in Thy bottle let my tears be stored ! 
Docs not Thy record careful note afford ? 

10 Thus when E call, my foes shall backward flee ; 
This know I well for God is pledged to me. 

1 1 In God abiding, I will praise the Word ! 

1 praise the Word, abiding in the Lord ! 

12 In God I put my trust ; I will not fear 
What man may do to me in rude career. 

The substantial Word sfiefikx. lie contrails iiod, in whom lie dioetts, wit't man 
bind, among if ham He dwells. 

13 O Godj the vows I made Thee, Thou shalt claim ; 
Thank-olfering5 will I render to Thy Name ; 

14 For Thou hast freed my soul from death's dark night ; 
Thou frecd'st my feet from thrust of baneful spite, 
There before God to walk in life's pure light. 

The Incarnate Son tools tt> death as freedom , that lie may return to the /'itthtfj-. 



the 



PSALM 57. 

SOUL UNDER THE OPPRESSION OE 
POWERS OE DARKNESS 



THE 



To the /'retentat: " Destroy tVot." Miktatii of David what he 
fitdjretn Saul in the cave 

With Jesus in the cave ! Flying from Saul, the world's esteem 1 
The world trembles at the faithful and would fain get rid of them. 
The life buried with Christ in Baptism is a life of forgiveness. 
Abishat would have killed Saul(i Sam. xxi.), but David suffered 
him not. If wc rely upon the Divine promises we shall not wish to 
carry out the Divine threats. Any power that troubles us must 
VOL. U. O 
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be left to God's own Hand for vengeance. Jesus was crucified that 
we might not be destroyed. The world sought to destroy I Mm, but 
His Cross was a place of victory. So do we learn the law of 
meekness, "Forgive and ye shall be forgiven/' Jesus came not to 
destroy but to save. The Cowers of Darkness would seek to 
destroy Him but could not. By seeking to destroy Him they 
destroy themselves, for His death is to Him but victory. It 
is their destruction. 

Christ enters the cave of death ? Those whom He would not 
destroy in this world perish there by their own destruction. They 
have sought to destroy mankind. Now Jesus exerts towards tbem 
the power of God. [The music represents their overthrow in the 
nether world.] In the midst of it comes forth the sweet assurance 
of the Comforter, God's mercy and truth will not fail. The breath- 
ing lions are spirits of evil. The sons of men are busy with their 
evil tongues. Be not dismayed. The refrain calls upon us to look 
for God to show His glory above the heavens. The cave of burial 
opens spiritually upward, that we may escape and they who 
opposed God's servants perish by their own machinations. [The 
music represents the sublime sweetness of Christ's deliverance.] 
The same deliverance is for us also ; but we have to bear the same 
enmity which followed Him io the same love which He exerted, if 
we are to know the same sweet welcome. 

Before the death of Christ, who roukl give thanks in the pit? 
Now if we die with Christ, we must give thanks. Our heart must 
be fixed. "The Hind of the dawn" calls from the pit to wake the 
dawn of Divine manifestation. It is time for the resurrection to 
burst forth in brightness. All nations must share in it. It is as the 
morning spread upon the mountains. The grace and truth which 
are come by Jesus Christ shine forth from His risen Body, exalted 
to the Right Hand of the Father. The true Light now shinetb. 
Our hearts must be firmly set while we behold Him. The ascended 
Saviour is a principle of firmness like the Sun amidst the planets. 
Joyfully must we join in the refrain. Jesus Christ is glorified on 
His heavenly throne, glorified in the saints around Him. 

Man's predestination was to receive the Divine brightness above 
the heavens (Ps. 8. 2). He enters upon that predestinated glory 
by being lifted up upon the Cross. So He descends to assert His 
victorious power that He may ascend in His triumph. So shall the 
glory of His redeeming grace fill all the earth. 
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CHRIST LOOKING FORWARD TO THE RESURRECTION 

2 Be gracious, God ! Be gracious unto me ; 
Behold my soul seeks refuge but in Thee : 
For refuge to Thy sheltering wings I (lee, 
Till ruin's blast pass over harmlessly. 

3 To God, yea! the Most High, my cries ascend — 
Oodhead, who brings my cause to its true end. 

4 Behold, from Heav'n He sends, and lie will save. 
Though still the panting foe reproachful rave. 
Mercy and Truth God sends. Such help we crave, 

St/a/t. 

Christ dying iiotmmis I /is sintl ti> ihe father- » list- The Hvly Chtst ftw t v,ii>;:; 
Jivm (lie l-alher cmites as the power of Christ's resitirecti#tu 

5 My soul is in the lion's lair. 

I lay me down where flaming hosts appear. 
Men's gnashing teeth spears -arrows— gird me round, - 
Their tongue a sword made sharp to wound ! 

6 Exalted o'er the heavens, ascend, God ! 
O'er all the earth Thy glory cast abroad ! 

7 A net before my feet they throw, 

My soul he would bend down will) woe. 
They scooped a chasm before me, where I go ! 
But see how in its depths they fall full low ! Sr/a/t, 

tfaulo/ OS ris t in litotes, lis >il spirits it mi i*ictai men ■ .-lit friwt in ttr.tren init 
turf A given to Christ nt Med in tor, 'flu 1 triumph in Unties. 



S With heart firm fixe, O God— firm fett my heart- - 

In songs and psalmody I'll take my part. 
9 Now let my glory wake ! 

Psaltery and harp in wakeful joyance break ! 

With jocund strains will I the dawn awake. 

10 Thee, Master, will I thank where peoples meet, 
Thee, 'midst the masses, with glad psalm will greet, 

1 1 For great Thy mercy spreads from highest heaven, 
And to the clouds Thy truth's glad light is given. 

12 Exalted o'er the heavens, ascend, O God \ 
O'er all the earth Thy glory cast abroad 1 

Christ's fiutwzH Heart ji.reti Mrf/Mt His Bivine ffrry retnrili'ii. V&e Airt»tion 
ej Christ preparing for the worht.-miiie Eucharists. Christ s h'iit«iiont established. 
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PSALM 58. 

THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD AND HIS FOLLOWERS 
REBUKED 

To the Precentor, " Destroy Nat." Miktam of David, 

The seed of the serpent ;irc asserting their hatred of the Seed 
of the woman. Messiah appeals to them, whether they have 
righteousness in their hearts. They complain of God's govern- 
ment as if the cause of righteousness were neglected. Whence 
this eagerness? It is only a veil for their own greed, that 
they may act wit!) violence under pretences of legal exactness. 

Their reformation has its origin from below, not from above. 
They will not listen to the voice of Truth because there is no truth 
in them. 

The words echo back, as it were, from the Cross against the 
multitude, and chiefly against the chief priests who had got Jesus 
put to death when He came in God's Name to call them to 
Divine righteousness. He would not pretend to enforce an ex- 
ternal morality that had no life or issue. He had come to 
communicate the grace of righteous life to a new generation. 
" Every one that is of the truth hearelh my voice." 

Their teeth shall be broken in their mouths. Running waters, 
broken arrows, wasting snails, loathsome abortions ! Such would 
they be. The commission which God had given to them had 
failed of abiding power ; It had missed the mark. It was crawling 
away in the slime of earth instead of lifting them to Heaven. 
It was given as a germ of Divine glory, but it never attained the 
perfection which God intended. Thus had they misused their 
trust. They were striving to dress a meal for themselves with 
thorns of their own kindling, but the simoom of Divine wrath would 
carry them away. 

The destruction of Jerusalem would be the very symbol upon 
all men's lips of the certainty of Divine vengeance. 

How careful must we be that we are not looking to our own 
plans but only to God's righteous judgement ! 

THE JUDGEMENT Ul'ON JERUSALEM 

2 What? speak ye, Godheads, truly righteousness,— 
With upright judgement man's poor race to bless ? 

3 Surely in heart ye work maliciously, 
Your hands dispensing world-wide cruelly ! 

The j 'nns perverting the lain. 
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4 The wicked from the womb as aliens rise : 
From very birth they stray : they utter lies. 

5 Their poison'd speech betrays the serpent's bite ; 
Their stubborn deafness shows the adder's spite, 

6 Which heeds no magic voice of mutter'd spell, 
Though the skilled charmer ply his art full well. 

They are the seed of the serpent. 

7 Smash Thou their teeth within their mouth, O God ! 
Those cubs ! Lord, wrench their grinders with Thy rod . 

8 O let them waste as streams in constant flow, 
Like headless arrows, worthless for the bow, 

9 Or like a snail still wasting as he goes, 
Woman's abortion, which no sunlight knows ! 

(Iffd's vengeance upon them. 

10 Before your pots have felt the thorn-name play, 
The wild simoom sweeps th" uncook'd meal away ! 

11 The righteous joys to see such vengeance meet ! 
Blood of the wicked one shall bathe His feet ! 

[2 And men shall own what fruit the righteous gams : 
Truly o'er all the earth God's judgement reigns. 

Their sudden overthrew. Christ glorified in !lh CI, urch thr^hent tie «*# 



1'SALM 59- 

TIIE SOUL LIFTED UP IN CHRIST ABOVE THE MACHINA- 
TIONS OK THE WORLD 

To the Pmmfm " Destroy Not." Miktam of David ; tvhm Saul ant. 
and they watched the heme to kill him (1 Sam. xix. 1 1 ) 

THE cave (Ps. 57-) implied the nether-world triumph ™« ef ape- 
through the window symbolizes the Resurrection. Thvs last I salm 
was first in order of composition, perhaps the earliest of all Dav.ds 

But why " Destroy Not" if Christ is risen ? The risen Saviour 
is represented by the Church militant. The symbolism IS twofold. 
There is the lifeless image lying in the bed. "Ye are dead with 
Christ " There is the Bride watching beside it. Her love is with 
Him that has fled from earth unharmed. The image with a cover- 
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let of goat's hair spread over it represents not only our spiritual 
lifelessness, but our carnal sinfulness. He has fled, not by the 
door of earthly departure, but by upward (light. 

Think of thyself wedded to Christ. Thy life is with Him thrit 
has escaped. Thine earthly being is only like the image. The 
world seeks to destroy thy heavenly life. It cannot follow so as 
to seize upon the heavenly inheritance. 

Saul represents the Jewish nation from which the Church 
(Michal) took its rise. 

We pray that all Jewish hearts may be driven to wander, so 
that they may find their rest in Christ alone (verse 12). The Jewish 
nation were to be scattered, " not slain." They must be "brought 
to an end, and be no more." They cease to be Jews and are 
grafted into Christ. 

So must all our carnal thoughts of religion come to an end. 
We must see that we ourselves rise to our own heavenly portion, 
while we pray for the ancient Israel to have their blindness taken 
away. 

So in the morning of the Resurrection we shall chant of God's 
mercy. God is our Tower, and the pursuing enemy cannot follow 
us. Dogs ran snarling through the earthly city. Not so in the 
heavenly. All evil is far away. H Without are dogs." 



CHRIST AND I IIS SUFH-RING l'HOl'LE 
The Cry of God's People 

2 Deliver me, my God, from enemies ! 
Raise me from reach of rebels as they rise ! 

3 From villain-workers, oh, deliver me ! 
Save me from this blood-thirsty company ! 

4 For, lo ! their ambush lurks my soul to slay i 
A stalwart band they are that vex my way : 

I sinn'd not, nor transgress'd ! Lord, near me stay ! 

5 I'm blameless ! How they run to choose firm ground ! 
Rouse Thee to meet me ! See them standing round ! 

6 Lord God of hosts ! Thou, Israel's Cod, awake, 
Thy visit to all Gentiles now to make ! 

Such masks of villainy no grace can take. Set ah. 

Christ appeals fttr the Konrreeihm. Sa //is Church in the last days appeals for 
/lint to come nn.t hi glorified in {lis saints, Jrtvs have become Gentilee by rejecting 
Messiah r 
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Jewish Antagonism to Christians 

7 At dusk, like dogs, in growling troops they come : 
The city rings all round with snarl and hum : 

8 Their mouths o'erflow with vile malicious words ! 
Who hears?— What random talk that boast affords ! 

The time of the Ervning Sacrifice. The close «f the Jewish dispensation. 

God Heady to Avenge 

9 But Thou with laughter. Lord, art looking down, 
And mock' st the Gentiles from Thy lofty throne. 

10 O Thou, my Strength, I lift mine eyes to Thee, 

For God my lofty Tower shall ever be. 
r 1 I' raise God ! His mercy shall my footsteps guide : 

God shall reveal how vain tb' aggressors' pride ! 

Divine strength by the Incarnation. A taioer of security in the conflict. Mercy 
in the Resitrrcctie-nand reward. 

Scattering 0/ the Jews throughout mil Actions 

1 2 Slay them not, lest my people should forget ! 
Drive them by force as wanderers, wandering yet J 
Thou, Master, as our Shield will still be set ! 

13 The word they utter fills their mouth with sin ; 
Let them be trapp'd by their own pride within ! 
Their lies and curses well such doom may w-in ! 

14 Consume in wrath ! So let them cease to be t 
God's rule in Jacob let them learn to see- 
Rule reaching to the earth's extremity 1 Sehh. 

The J«os exiled but not destroyed. m,Uh Mn, !K s U A*». it H not hatred, The 
lews lose their separate character by conversion to the faith. 

The Sutitftiction of the Resurrection Morning 

15 At dusk, like dogs, in growling troops they come ; 
The city rings all round with snarl and hum. 

16 These craving creatures tramp in quest of meal, 
And, if unfill'tl, they will not quit the street. 

17 But 1 Thy strength in song will still proclaim,— 
Ring forth at morn to praise Thy mercy's Name, 
To me Thou wast a Tower, for aye the same, 
Asylum sure, as oft as trouble came. 

t8 O Thou, my Strength, I'll lift my Psalm to Thee, 
For God, my mercy's God, my Tower shall be. 

Jewish antagonism continuing to the end. The mo, ning of the KesumctioH to follow. 
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PSALM 60, 

THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE CROSS AS THE STANDARD OF 

VICTORY 

To the Precentor. On Shnshan-edttth, Atil-tnm t)f David. Ft>r 
teaching. When kt contended with Syria- Mexoftftantia, and Syria- 
Zabah, and foah returned and smote of Juiet/i in the valley of salt, 
twelve thousand men 

We read that tlie Syrians of Zobah and Bethrehob and Ishtob 
sent large forces to help the Ammonites when David was at war 
with them. David's victory and the plunder of Kabbah (2 Sam. 
xii. 29), are the occasion of Ps. 21. It was probably the great effort 
of this war which left the south country exposed to the incursions 
of Edom and the Philistines. Abishai was sent to meet this 
distress. Probably Ps. 44. belongs to the same period. 

We may perhaps regard this Edomitc episode as a punishment 
sent upon David for the sin which marred the triumphs which 
were being accomplished in the north. The nation was not 
guilty of any unfaithfulness to God's covenant, but the King had 
sinned. The Edomite invasion was a great calamity. Never- 
theless Cod did restore victory to Israel, as the last stanza of this 
Psalm says. David was penitent. 

This Psalm of victory evidently points to the Resurrection. The 
Cross is set up as a standard round which we are to rally. 

The Church militant is achieving great victories from age to age, 
and yet we have to deplore her weakness. Iniquity abounds. 
We must look to God nevertheless with repentance, faith, and 
hope, *' He has sworn by His holiness, and He will not fail. 1 ' 

Edom is the carnal Jew. We may take this Psalm as pointing 
to the conversion of the Jews in the last age, and thus it comes 
suitably in connection with Ps. 59. 

The Beloved sings a golden song of exultation. "The lilies of 
the testimony" adorn His march. He subdues Aram, the lofty 
powers of spiritual pride, Mesopotamia and Nineveh, the hellish 
power, Damascus, the world. Salt tells of Divine judgement. 
The ancient people are smitten with its barrenness, as Lot's wife. 
Nevertheless Divine power shall raise them up. We are not to 
be surprised that the conquest of this Edom is delayed. It waits 
For Him that comes with dyed garments, treading the wine-fat. 
The Blood of the Passion shall he victorious in the end. In this 
war the Victor's robe is dyed with His own Blood, If twelve 
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thousand are slain, they are slain that they may have, through 
that Blood, a better life. 

THE ROYAL BANNER SET UP 
GoeVs People devastated by their Enemies 

3 God, Thou hast scalter'd us, content to spurn ; 
Thou hast been angry ; grant us now return. 

4 This earth of Thine, how didst Thou shake and break ■ 
O heal its shiver'd fragments for they quake ! 

5 What hardness to Thy people didst Thou show I 
Thou mad'st them drink the wine of reeling woe . 

m «M»V of the Ovss >»*nij«t ft the Mp-Nfe «/'- >** **- ' W "" * *** 
three days' iuriat. 

The Advent of the Promised Messiah 

6 To those who fear Thee Thou bast giv'n a sign, 

A rallying centre whence the truth may shmc -Se/ttlt, 
- Yea ! that Thine own beloved ones may go free ! 
Now with Thy Right Hand save ! yea, answer me ! 

The Cro 1S h the CfitfW of dentin*, the pledge ej™et„ry, the teU <■! ft «ih. 

The King spea/ts. recalling tM Divine Promise 
8 God spake in holy pomp of heavenly train ; 
I will exclaim, allotting Shecbem's plam, 
And cast o'er Succoth's vale* my measuring cham. 
q Both Gilcad and Manasseh are mine own ; 

And round my head is Ephraim's stronghold shown ; - 
Judah, the sceptre of my royal throne. 
to Attendant Moab shall my wash pot bring ; 
My lordly shoe o'er Edom's realm I'll fling ; 
With shouts of triumph let Philistia sing. 

~~ ^1 'it ■ „r «li over Hostile Edam contrasts willi tlic Sbepbwti 

Steffi £ 1- 3*. * * » wl r ixz sw ** **, * 

woul.1 seem to bS« l<«n im|»ssible fat the i Wtmttf 1° -'PI* 
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Confidence in the Divine Victory 

1 1 Who'll bring me to the city of strong walls ? 

Who leads me forth to Edom's stately halls? 
1 1 Ah ! Hast not Thou, O God, rejected us ? 

God with on r hosts no longer inarching thus ? 

13 Give help against th' oppressors 1 rage to strive ! 
Salvation is but vain thai man can give. 

14 Great force through Cod shall all our acts possess ; 
And lie shall stamp them down who would oppress. 

/■<tra , Edam said cajtive /w, as sl a:vs . PAiliitm helped Hum to do so. 

PSALM 6i. 

TU[< INHERITANCE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

7o the Precentor. On A^inetA. David's 

Join with the cry of the Church spread throughout the world 
Jesus who humbled Himself to our lowliness speaks in our feeble- 
ness. Faint may be the voice, but it has the music of the Incarnate 
Word, giving it tone and sweetness, so that our prayer, by reason 
of His fellowship, travels to the very ear of Cod. 

For David the ends of the earth speak of exile. So in some 
sense for us also. The phrase implies that Cod is in Heaven 
and we upon earth. While we pray to our Father in Heaven 
that the Kingdom of Christ may come, we are bewailing the 
shortcomings of its present inchoate existence. The victory is 
won, but the Kingdom of Grace has still to fight its way from 
age to age. God is leading us through paths of discipline to 
the Rock which our natural faculties cannot yet grasp although 
there is in the Rock or Divine Sonship, whereon the Church is 
built, an attractive power which fills her with life, and draws 
her onward to a glory beyond human reach. 

The valley of salt, where our great David has triumphed, is for 
us a valley of desolation wherein we have still to fight with 
powers of evil, but that which is the symbol of natural deadness 
is also the symbol of Divine incorruption. The Church is the 
salt of the earth, having the purity of supernatural life 

The ark now brought to Zion is David's home. There he would 
dwell for ever. The Humanity of Christ on the heavenly 7ion is 
the tabernacle of our home. The wings of the Holy Dove, which 
bear us hence, shelter us there in love, 
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The inheritance of the Kingdom of Heaven is sure to all who 
abide in the Triune Name. The King is eternal. Endless 
generations gather round Him. lie sits on the Throne of God 
with the Father, Living truth is the substance, mercy the exercise 
of His rule. The response of endless praise is what I will give 
to Him. 

Til E ETERNITY OF THE KINGDOM 

2 O God, my ringing cry vouchsafe to bear ; 
Yea, to my supplication grant Thine ear. 

3 From farthest earth, fainting, I call to Thee : 
Upon the Rock 1 reach not, lead Thou me ! 

4 Thou art the Refuge which atone 1 know, 
A Tower of Strength in presence of the foe. 

5 For ever in Thy tent I'd be Thy guest— 

Thy wings my refuge ! — there secreted rest. S'e/ah. 

Christ x/ieaks wen n<nu threw %k the feebleness of the wtirtd.widr Ckmth. 

6 Thou hear'st my vows, O God ! Thou giv'st a claim 
Of heirship blest to all who fear Thy Name. 

7 See the King's life through days on days endure, 
His years as countless generations sure ! 

8 See the King throned with God eternally ! 
Mercy and Truth prepared His guards to be 

6 So to Thy Name my ceaseless psalm I'll raise, 
To pay Thee all my vows through endless days ! 

The inheritance 0/ Heaven. The eternal Sonshift o/Vhrht. tlixammistantiat 
Gfithea.it. His Divine activity, /lis mediatorial ablation, 

PSALM 62. 

DIVINE STRENGTH PERFECTED IN HUMAN WEAKNESS 

To She /'icfcuto! '-. Tnjcditthnn. A Psalm nf David 

TittS Psalm is in many ways the twin of 1's. 39. Holh are attri- 
buted to Jeduthun. Ps. 39. prepared for the declaration of the 
Acceptable Sacrifice of the Perfect Man in Ps. 40. This Psalm 
prepares for the Resurrection Morning in Ps. 63. 

In both the Psalms we have the injunction of silence, silence in 
the presence of enemies, because they lead man's nature to simple 
anger, silence towards God, because salvation comes from Him, 
the vocal silence of trustful love, which looks up to Him to accom- 
plish our hopes in ways beyond what our hearts can imagine. 
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Ps. 62. sets forth the silence of expectant prayer ; Ps. 65. the 
silence of ineffable praise. 

Whatever be the appearance in the world, Christ has triumphed. 
'I'lte standard lias hcen set up, the standard of the Cross. The 
issue is sure. The Accepted One has received exaltation, and 
although He seems to be feeble, like a bowing wall, yet the whole 
thrust of sinful humanity cannot overpower the dignity which God 
has given Him. 

Ps. u. prepared for Ps. 12. There, as here, the world is seen 
mocking as if all must fail. Individually and collectively, we have 
to meet it in the consciousness of salvation coming from God. 

Who are these men that mock us? Merc vapour! Any boast 
of distinction which tbey may have is but a tie. 

God's Word is an eternal power. He who comes now with the 
message of God's love is the same by whom the worlds were 
created. " God spoke and it was done." Uy the same Word arc 
all things kept in store. The laws of nature are but His utterance. 
God so strong, as Creator ! God so merciful in the Covenant of 
Grace ! 

He who raises us out of notbingness by His power, nevertheless 
vouchsafes to reward 011- actions if we use His grace. Every gift 
must be used for Him, and enjoyed along with Him. 

THE SECURITY OF THE FAITHFUL IN THE KINGDOM 
WHICH CANNOT HE MOVED 

2 Surely in God ward gaze my soul grows dumb ! 
From His lone Love does my salvation come ! 

3 Surely my Rock, yea ! my Salvation He ! 

My Tower ! None now shall greatly batter mc 1 

4 How long must one man feel th' impact of all ? 
Ye think Him a frail fence, or bowing wall ! 

5 Surely they counsel to thrust down His throne: 

Lies please them ! Hark ! their lips make blessings known : 
Yet hatred's curse is all their hearts can own. Seluli, 

The faker xe.,dmg thr S,.,i. [,sm the Rath of Sahtitum, Thr ttvh Ghost 
tuil.fi n S the 7 'liter r. 7hr ivtai-n ix n/thr tnftinvttt a/ijh;i> uric?. 

6 Surely to God, my soul, thou must be dumb ! 
from Him my silent hopes accumulisli'd come ! 

7 Surety my Rock, yea ! my Salvation lie I 

Yea, He my Tower ! None now shall batter me? 
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8 On God my safety, and my glory rest ! 

In God is my strong Rock, my Refuge blest ! 
q People ! In Him your constant trust repose ! 

Pour out before His Face your heart's dee]) woes ! 

God is for us a Refuge from our foes. Sc/afi- 

io Surely they're vapour all ! their lords a tie ! 

Yea, born of vapour L Weigh ibem I They'll mount high ! 
1 1 Trust not brute strength, the robber's vapoury gain ! 

Howe'er thy force expand, unmoved remain ! 
t2 Once hath God spoken ! Heedful audience give ! 

1 hear the voice through echoing ages live ! 

All strength, all strength, is God's prerogative ! 
13 And, Master* ! hail? Mercy Thy praise shall be, 

For Thou dost pay whate'er man works for Thee ! 

The muteness of mart. Oithninl HKcrss mil to lit irticit vpca. Cunfidruce In 
t7,„tA (J 'iiiii. (>Ws msrcji as gnat as /lis farmer. 

PSALM 63. 
. THE KESL'liKlXTION 01' THE SOUL BY GRACE 
I rial hi of Daiiii, when he was in the wilder nets of Judah {2 Sum. xv. 

LOOK up to God, anticipating the Resurrection ! The earth is a 
wilderness, but it is the land of Judah, if God's Praise hallows our 
hopes Faith anticipates the blessing. The Church militant must 
praise God, looking 10 drink of" His Divine fulness. We thirst 
because we drink. The thirst is the very measure of our life, and 
not to thirst is to die. 

The Resurrection was early in the morning in relation to the 
natural day. Supernnturally it is itself the very dawn of the 
eternal day. We seek Him by faith, early, here on earth, who is 
the very Sun of Righteousness constituting the brightness of the 
Day of Divine life. It is dark night until we find Him. 

There is no water upon earth to refresh the soul. The only 
water of refreshment comes from the throne of God. It is the 
very Blood of the Lamb spiritually communicated from the 
glorified Body of the Crucified. 

The consubst initial fellowship is the life of Messiah, the 
contemplation of His external life, the substance or His Divine life, 
and so in Mini the life of all His members. The Triune Name is 
the vital power which gives efficacy to the triumph upon the 
Cross. The Soul of Christ rejoices in the renewal of His 
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Humanity from the power of the grave, so that His Bodily Nature 
exults in the heavenly llalleluyah. 

Thus shall we attain in the Holy One of Israel to see God's 
power and glory. The Divine mercy raises us up to new life in 
the Resurrection of the liocly. The Word humbled Himself to 
become flesh and will exalt us in the power of His Spirit. 

AH our enemies shall pass from the possession of earth's power 
to the hiding-places of earth's hollowrtess. 

The avenging angels, the ministers of God's judgement, shall 
give the prince of evil, and all who share his doom, to the sword of 
God's mouth. The evil shall be a portion for the evil spirits to 
whom they have given themselves. Messiah and His people 
shall rejoice in the Divine life. The Kingdom of Truth triumphs 
over all falsehood. 

THE EXPECTED MORN 

2 God, Godhead mine ! To Thee at dawn i press, 
With soul athirst, flesh pallid with distress, 

On earth so dry, so weary, waterless ! 

3 Thus in I he sanctuary I look'd to Thee, 
Thy strength, Thy glory, longing still to see, 

4 Thy mercy's goodness lives o'er life supreme : 
My lips' applause such glory must beseem I 

i\fevcy t (toil's highest attribute* 

5 Thus will I bless Thee, blessing Thee will live ! 

My hands uplift ! Thy Name their power shall give 1 

6 Thou male's! my soul with sap- like freshness spring, 
While from my lips Thy gladsome praises ring. 

7 Upon my couch did I remember Thee, 
With Thee still watching meditatively : 

8 For Thou to me a constant help art found ; 
I shout with joy to feel Thy wings around. 

9 Mow cleaves my soul to Thee with converse bold ! 
And Thy Right I land sustains with constant hold ! 

to But those who seek my soul, intent to slay, 
Themselves beneath the earth sh:ill pass away. 

I ] The powers shall give him to the sword to waste : 
Jackals shall swallow ihcm as their repast. 

'/'lie Geiitii'itd &f the Crucified* 'J'lte i I it tit unity gitiri/iett 't'tie Ifypost'ith tutiim, 
Stttitil the lieaii ami all tlint befalls '" ltiin t utterly ozvrt/trint'rt, 

i 2 The King in God shall joy for evermore : 

Who swear by Him with praises still shall soar, 
While every mouth is hushed that lives by lying lore. 
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PSALM 64. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE 

To the Prtventor. A Psalm of David 

KhKF watch, for the enemy seeks to destroy thee : but look up with 
confidence to God. While He upholds thee, the enemy can do 
thee no hurt. 

They hide themselves. Sin lurks under many pretences and 
excuses to ensnare thee. Thou mayest be wounded at any 
moment unless thou hidest thyself in God's Personal protection. 
, Thou canst not see, and they think that Cod cannot see. They 
do not see how God is protecting, but thou must be ever looking 
out for Mis protection if ihou would'st profit by it. 

It is with the individual soul as with Christ when the Jews 
seemed to prevail over Ilim at His Crucifixion. Thy greatest 
emergency shall be thy moment of triumph if thou art faithful. 
So will it be with the Church in the final apostesy. The gates 
of hell will seem to prevail, but at that moment sliafl Christ 
descend with His sninls in glory, and the enemy shall be over- 
thrown. God permits the evil to rise to a head in order to make 
thee look more steadfastly to Himself. Their plans will turn to 
I heir own hurt. 

While thou restest in God, knowing that He will bring upon 
thine enemies the evil they have devised, thou must remember that 
He will as surely bring upon thee the evil of thine own doings 
unless thou look to llim with penitence. 

Thc righteous shall rejoice in the King, the Lord, our Righteous- 
ness, and those who are upright in heart, the true Jeshurun, shall 
praise God when the dangers of the treacherous world shall cease. 

THE ENDURANCE OF SCORNFUL UNBELIEF DURING THE 
SHORT-LIVED TRIUMPH OF ANTICHRIST 

2 God, hear my voice, whilst musing on my woe ! 
Guard Thou my life from terror of the foe ! 

3 Secrete me from cabals intent on wrong, 
The villain-workers in their noisy throng, 

4 Who whet their tongue with sharpness of the sword, 
And bend their bow, -their shah a bitter word — 

5 To hit the perfect One with secret aim t 
Fierce they let fly, nor feel they fear of shame ! 
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6 In plans of wrong they soon get fortified : 
They reckon up how best their snare to hide : 
They say, " Who sees ? We shall not be descried 1 " 

7 They think how best malicious deeds to dress, 
"We've cogitated that with cleverness !" 

Man's inner self, the heart's depth, who can guess ( 

The fitnns of the High Priests not to take Jesus on the Feast Day. 

8 Now on themselves God lets His missive fly. 
How swift His arrow I See ! In wounds they lie ! 

9 What stumbling I See! On them their tongues comedown: 
Men shake their heads ! Each one that looks thereon ! 

to All men shall fear, and own the work of God, 

Now learning to revere His vengeful rod. 
1 1 The righteous in the Lord finds joy, and he 
To His embrace for refuge blest shall flee : 
And all th' upright in heart pour praises ceaselessly. 

The fall of Jerusalem. The im^recatiott if Christ's Btodd en their awn heads. 
The inhale tuorld recognizing the vengea.net which followed. 



PSALM 65. 

PRAISE DUE TO GOD BOTH IN NATURE AND IN GRACE 

To the Pneaitor. A Psalm of David. A Song 

In prayer the soul must look up to God, hushed in adoration, to 
receive from Him what His infinite Wisdom gives. So it is in 
praise. His goodness surpasses our prayers in asking, and our 
praise when we would give Him thanks. Yet we must come "even 
up to" Him, and this can only be by living ourselves in Him who 
is both God and man, our glorified High Priest who presents the 
Eucharist of all creation to the Father in the oblation of His own 
Flesh whereon we are called to feed. Our sins keep us afar off, but 
His righteousness avails to bring us near. 

O the happiness of being thus brought near to God in the 
covenanted fellowship of the Church militant, the courts of the 
heavenly Temple, which is the Body of Christ. 

This is the only Benediction in Hook It., the anticipation of the 
heavenly glory of God's holy palace. 

The physical and moria creation testify to God's power, the 
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waves of the sea and the tumults of mankind are under His 

control. ... 

God visits the earth. The gentle processes of nature winch 
enrich the soil so that it brings forth harvests of plenty tell of II is 
Presence j but that Presence necessitates a greater harvest, the 
Sower comes into the world to sow the seed of truth and immor- 
tality The stream of Divine grace quickening the new earth with 
righteousness, the corn of a renewed humanity, the showers of 
manifold blessing softening the hard nature of man's heart the 
furrows of penitence ploughed by severe discipline and made frail - 
ful in the germination of holiness, the laughter, testify to H.m s bu 
His own essential goodness is the crown of all. The year would 
end in vanity if it came short of Him. A song springs up front 
Creation. God Incarnate fills His Church with the voice of eternal 
song. 

THE HARVEST SONG OF THE GREAT DAY 
The Blessing of GmCs Covenant 

Silence, O God, to Thee shall be the praise 
Which Zion gives. To Thee her vow she pays. 
i O Thou that nearest prayer attentively, 

Ilush'd, hanging upon Thee, all flesh draws nigh. 

4 Iniquities beyond our strength prevail : 

Put Thou will purge transgressions we bewail. 

5 Happv whom Thou dost choose and gather near : 
Thine outer courts shall be his dwelling here : 
And satisfaction blest our hearts shall cheer, 

The goodness of Thine House, Thy Temple ever dear. 

Siknt wonder. t the .n^festation of Cods work in tai harvest *f the Kesvrredion. 

The Disciplinary Government of God 

6 Oft in dread signs Thy righteous answer came, 
God of salvation 1 how Thy trusty fame 

All ends of earth-sea's boundless realms— proclaim ! 

7 He in His power has fixt the mountain's height, 
Weiring the girdle of resistless might 

8 The roaring seas, the billows' roaring swell, 
Men's singing masses-His great power can quell, 

t Those from afar shall fear Thy signs to see ■: 

The gates of morn and eve Thou wakst to ringing glee I 

All created filers svbf-ct to Soft control. 
VOL. II. l ' 
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The Abundance of Crate for the Nourishment of Spiritual Life 

10 Tliou visitest the earth, Thy joy to pour : 
What overflow of wealth Thou there dosl store : 
Full waters stream from tiud's rich reservoir : 
Surely Thy treasured grain shall greet the shower : 

11 In oozy fields die riches drench'd subside : 

Such countless raindrops doth Thy power provide : 
Thy blessing makes the crops in prosperous growth abide, 

God l i fieo/te in the Church militiint arc like the seed hidden in the ground. 

The Fruits of Grace in the Final Manifestation of God's Saints 

12 Thou crown'st the year with all Thy goodness rife ; 
The dripping of Thy wheels awakes fresh life : 

13 Thy desert pastures drip with juicy green : 
The heights are girdled with exulting sheen : 

[4 Flocks in the meadows couch, a mantling throng : 

The corn's gold drapery spreads, the vales along ; 
All nature shouts aloud : yea ! all breaks forth in song ! 

The clouds arc Gods ehariot. So Christ shall tout* with the clouds 0/ Heaven. 
The joyous shout 0/ 'harvest Hitticifiatirtg the Resurrection Day. 



HEPTAD 

Psalms 6C.-72. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

7-HE CHURCH UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF TUL HOLY 

GHOST 

The Son of God coming into this sinful world has 
manifested the Divine Wisdom, and is now building up 
the walls of Jerusalem, in the power of His Resurrection. 
The Holy Ghost is carrying put His work upon the 
earth, perfecting the number of the elect, and so leading 
onwards to the full development of Messiah's King- 
dom, which is the consummation of David's prayers and 
of the Divine pruinises. 

Ps. 66. shows what the struggle is by which God 
delivers His people, His Spirit striving with man amidst 
the bondage of sin wherein mankind are held. 

Ps. 67. is the outcry of the soul as it realizes the 
Divine Presence making mercy manifest by using those 
who have received it, so that they become the instru- 
ments of evangelization throughout the world. 

p & 68.— This magnificent Psalm, which is the great 
perplexity of the merely literary critics, is the triumphant 
ode of the Church going forth as intimated in the 
preceding Psalm, so as to achieve the victory of Christ 
in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
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Ps, 69.— The declaration of triumphant power is 
followed by the appenl of human weakness struggling 
against the enemy. He who is sunk in the mire, the 
Representative of humanity waiting for God to display 
His power of deliverance, is the Redeemer to whom the 
faithful looked, Imping for God's promise to be fulfilled. 
His brethren hated Him because of 1 1 is steadfast alle- 
giance to God, but He appeals to God to deliver Him 
from their fury and also from the powers of hellish dark- 
ness which were seeking to swallow Him up. i le appeals 
for the overthrow of the Jewish synagogue, because they 
persecuted the people of God whom He would bring 
to new life. The covenant of God's Name shall be 
transferred from the carnal Israel to the spiritual. In 
the weakness of the suffering manhood lie speaks with 
the thunder of the irresistible Godhead gathering up 
for vengeance. 

Ps. 70. is a fragment adopted from l's. 40. It serves 
to unite the two books preparatory to the closing con- 
summation, l's, 40. had proclaimed the acceptance of 
Messiah in preference to the legal sacrifices which were 
cast aside. The two previous Psalms (68., 69,) have 
illustrated this by setting forth the power of tiie Holy 
Ghost whereby God arises and asserts the triumph of 
the struggling Humanity. 

l's.. 71. — Here Messiah appeals to God that He may 
not be ashamed. The enemy are watching for Mis 
destruction. This points to I lis own descent into hell 
and to the feebleness of His Church. God may suffer the 
shame for a season, but He looks forward to exhibit the 
Arm of the Lord, His triumphant Humanity and the 
Spirit of might by whom He shall be raised from the 
dead. 

Ps. 72. — This is the Psalm of the Kingdom, The work 
of the anointing Spirit is exhibited as filling the 
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Sovereign with Wisdom and righteousness. The Spirit's 
work is represented as the rain coming down upon the 
grass. . The City of God is a city of life. The glory <*f 
the life of this Kingdom surpasses all earthly symbols. 

In the glory of this Kingdom all the prayers of David 
are fulfilled. 



I'SALM f.r.. 

JlKLlVKKANCE IN TIIK MIDST OF J LTH'.F.Ml.NT 

7t> the Pnraiti>r. A Sonx- I Putlm 

This Psalm is called by the Greek Church, in iWCOJ dance with lis 
title in the LXX, (he ISalm of Resurrection. The allusion to LilC 
Red Sea indicates its use as a Paschal I'salm. So wc oiay use ii 
with reference to Easter and our baptismal deliverance. 

Judgements upon Kgypt ami subsequent enemies are ihe tokens 
of Divine deliverance, and yet the people of God roe often thereby 
involved in transitory troubles. These are permitted for our pro- 
bation and purification, 

God's love leads us to joy through fear. We must fear llmi 
because of what J lc is. II is holiness, Mis love, cannot be known 
by ns except in proportion as we know our own sinfulness and our 
unworthiuess of that love, (ion's love requires true holiness in the 
objects rd I lis love. We imist fear In lose it. 1 Its love is the very 
life of life, and life without His love, the knowledge of Mis love 
without possessing holiness so as to be worthy of it, would be 
intolerable. 

The beast-power of the world scents to have the Church undir 
its control. That is the fault of Christendom giving itself up to the 
intoxicating pleasures of worldly power. Nevertheless, the Lord 
knoweth them that arc His, and not one of them is lost. The 
Divine life remains in the body of Christ as the promise or Christ 
remained with Divine power amidst all the vicissitudes of the older 

covenant. 

The l J salm closes witli individual acfcnovrledgerocnfc It may be 
a king who speaks, or llie individuality of expression may be the 
outburst or individual feeling. Such individual^ might be under 
the Old Covenant, and it is indispensably necessary under the new. 
The corporate life of tlie Church docs not supersede, but it inspires 
the individual consciousness of the faithful. 
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So be it with thee in inciting this Psalm. Join with all in the 
opening strophes. Consecrate thyself individually to God in the 
closing ones. 

Tilt; DEUVKRANTF OF THE CHURCH FROM THE 
WORLD LOWER 

Chorit- Praise 

Shout ' to Cod ! Yea ! AN the earth, 

2 Psalmodiiie 2 His glorious Name ! 
Glory as His praise proclaim :l ! 

3 Say to God, Thy deeds we hear ; 
Cringing foes Thy strength must fear. 

4 All the earth, in homage bent, 

1'salms shall bring, yea, psalms to Thy great Name present. 
Seittfi. 

The Kingdomti/ChfUtrnvraUtht we, 1,1. The Name, i.e. the eetvnant fff Cad 
vn til all iHimbi«,l. 

5 Come and see what God has wrought : 
Sons of men by fear lie taught. 

6 Land He showed where seas were spread. 
Footmen trod the river's bed. 

Thus with joy through Him we sped ! 

7 Evermore He rules with might ; 
Gentiles cannot 'scape His siyht ! 
Stubborn rebels !-- Vain their fight ! Suta/t. 

The passage of the Kef Sea. 

8 Therefore, peoples, bless our God : 
Send the voice of praise abroad. 

9 He our soul in life assures ; 

I le our foot from slip secures, 
to God ! The furnace proves us Thine : 
Thou as silver dost refine. 

1 1 Thou to watch-tower dragg'dst us down,— 
Mad'st our loins sore burden own: 

12 Vile men rode upon our bead ; 
Fire and water safe we tread ; 
Thou to plenteous boon hast led ! 

On!*™,'*""" ^'^ It "" t/ ''"""- ' V " ! " the v ""' d * "'«'•>/ 0WW* laming Hem. 
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Individual Self- Consecration 

13 Holocausts to Thee I'll bring, 
Vows with truth accomplishing— 

14 Which mine open'd lips did make, 
Which my mouth in trouble spake— 

[ 5 Holocausts of failings blest, 

With the ram's rich fragrance tires t,— 
Ibillocks- goats— at Thy behest. Seia/i. 

The .tut? o/frahe to the GmttVH* ®>f- Offni^^rsch-es at tMrg sacrifices. 

16 Ye that fear God, all come near ! 
All His deeds will E declare. 

17 Prayer to Him my mouth shall raise 
And my tongue bring lofty praise. 

18 Look'd my heart to villainy,— 
Deaf the Master then would be. 

19 Well Cod bears wbate'er I say, 
Prompt to answer when 1 pray. 

20 Thus to God shall blessings be, 
Hearing prayer so lovingly, 
Keeping mercy still for mc ! 

Can re*i,*#* to a*!*** the fmth/Hl (»W *f U'i i».i^.hai 



PSALM 67. 
TUB lira OF FAITH STIMULATING T1IF SONfi OF PRA1SK 

ft the Pm-cxler. On Nigmeth. . I /W'«- A &m 
«Mv prayer and His mercy/' So the last Psalm ended. God's 
infinite mercy is received by us according to d,e intensity of our 
prayer Our faith and our desire are the only measure of Us 
communication. In itself it is infinite 

Now follows the prayer for grace. U comes forth in the glo.y 
of the Resurrection as the song of world-wide praise. 

The risen soul wakes to the eternal day of the divme manifesta- 
tion as the body wakes to the sunlight. 

God sends His grace by His Only-Hegntlen J»-Jjj"jj 

Priest uives us blessing in the Name or the Lord. The \v£W 

Sac Vthe Spirit of Grace coming forth from the [Mg |ta«J 

1 ■ ,1 ;„,., J. of 1 he Father TThe music strikes up that the 

sold may make an art of adoration, contemplating the 1 nune glory.] 
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This Revelation is a (rust which we must communicate to those 
who are afar off. The whole world is to share it. It is as limitless 
as the light is in the natural world. The Aaronic Benediction, 
hushed for a moment when the Fore-runner was promised, becomes 
the limitless Benediction of the Church Catholic, now that Christ is 
risen from the dead. 

All are to praise God ! A world-wide Judah ! All are to offer the 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving in 'union with the ascended 
High Priest, The dumbness of fallen nature gives place to the Song 
of thanksgiving. 

This song of praise is not only to commemorate the past. It 
brings forth fresh blessings from God. His blessings develop in 
exhaustlcss fulness while we praise Him. " The ground shall give 
her increase" (Zech, viii. I2 ). That increase shall he a Divine 
increase, the Inexhaustible treasures of Divine fulness. All the 
nations of the world are called to share in the blessings of the 
Divine adoption. 

Till'; CHURCH TUB EVANGELIZER OF THE WORLD 



z May God ' be gracious," bless '' us evermore, 
And from His Face His light with joyaunce pour. 1 

3 So shall Thy way through all the earth be known, 
To all the Gentiles Thy salvation shown. 



SrAt/i. 



4 O God, a let peoples raise the voice of praise ! 
Their praiseful voice let all the peoples raise ! 

5 Let joyous masses shout with ringing strain 

For upright judgemeni crowns Thy world-wide reign, 
Who lead'st the masses peopling earth's domain. SeM 

6 O God^ let peoples raise the voice of praise, 
Their praiseful voice let all the peoples raise ! 

7 Earth shall o'erflow with gifts by Thy kind power, 
And God, our own God, bless us in that hour. 

8 Cod in rich blessing shall lo us draw near, 
And all the ends of earth shall own His fear. 



P S A I. M 6 S. 
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THE COWER OF THE DIVINE INDWELLING 

To (he Precentor. Davitl's. A Psalm. A Song 

THE Church of God goes forth on her missionary march through 
the world. The blessing of God "making both one," uniting Jew 
an! Gentile in the new covenant of grace, rests upon her with 
assurance of victory. " God shall bless us, and all the ends of the 
world shall fear Him." 

L — We must feel that wc are now, as ever, the Apostolic Hand, 
and that God is " working with us, confirming His Word with signs 
following." If we do not see the signs, the fault is our own. We 
must confess that we do not ordinarily look for them. This Psalm 
must rouse us to faith. We cannot scatter our enemies, God 
will. We must not look lo our gifts of political power, wealth, 
genius, zeal, earnestness, piety. We must simply call forth the 
co-operation of the Holy Ghost. 

11.— The joy of God's Mission, the gladness of find's face 
manifest in the Incarnation, the glee of the Holy Ghost's inspira- 
tion must fill our hearts. Messiah rides through the wilderness 
of the world. We must prepare the way for Ja.h, and praise 1 Iim. 

HI, — He will nut leave us orphans now that He is j;one lo the 
Father. The orphan and the widow do not lose His care. Their 
condition pleads for it. Only such as these can receive Cod's 
bounty. Weakness is the normal condition of the Church in the 
world. God hath chosen thus to confound the strong. He makes 
solitaries into an household. One by one must hearts be drawn 
away from the world lo be built up into the Hotly of Christ. He 
leads from the Egyptian bondage of sin to prosperity. The bard 
and worldly may have this world's sunshine, but it only parches 
them. 

IV.— See the powers of Nature waiting upon God's will at the 
Exodus. [The music summons us to a reverent sense of (iod's 
Majestic Presence]. Earth and Heaven annouoce the exhibition 
of Divine power as the God of Israel comes forth. It is Christ 
who comes forth at the head of His people from the grave. The 
infernal powers or Hie earth t|tiake. The heavenly powers drop 
down to earth as the sphere of this victorious demonstration^ U 
is the beginning of a yet greater convulsion when God will shake 
not earth only but also 1 leaven. The whole created universe shall 
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be so shaken that nothing remains but what is true to the original 
Word of the Eternal Creator. Sinai and the wilderness of the 
world arc shaken. Zion remains as the Home of Peace for God's 
children. 

V.— Nature could not support Cod's people on their march. 
God rained upon them bread from Heaven, Moses did not give 
that bread. It was a type of the greater gift when the Church of 
God should go forward on a greater march. Thou refrcsliedst. 
Christ now gives to us from His Father the true Bread from (the 
true Heaven. He waves it as an oblation before God as well as 
the nourishment of His chosen ones. He offers it as the wave- 
sheaf of the great Harvest of the Resurrection, and then He gives 
it to His people. 

The congregations of Israel are God's inheritance, the spiritual 
Israel, gathered from all ends of the earth {Ps. 2.), The faithful 
individually are God's favoured herd. The difference is somewhat 
like the neuter and the masculine in the Preface of Si John. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, the meek, who dwell in God's 
inheritance so as to receive the 011 1 -poured blessing. 

"The poor One" is that Humanity which belongs to God's 
Fusl-born. Israel of old was blest by prevision of Christ, who 
should be born of them. His poverty still claims for us as His 
true members the true riches. 

VI. —We are with Jesus in the heavenly Canaan. His Name 
makes the people of the land to quail. His victorious Presence 
is to be proclaimed by the Churches throughout the world. There 
are the women who meet the conquering army with songs. So 
must we sing the Psalter, the triumph-song of Christ. We must 
look to receive our share of the spoil when the Church militant is 
all gathered into the heavenly Jerusalem which is the mother 
of us all. 

VII.— Meanwhile we must follow the Ram of God in His battle 
against the world. They are not worthy to be His sheep who 
lie among ihe shcepfolds in the quietness of earlhly indulgence, 
tike Reuben, content to be unmolested on the other side of Jordan. 
The Spirit of Peace is the Spirit of Power. We must fight now, if 
we would share the spoil along with those at home. We in our 
weakness are the instruments of Shaddai, the Almighty. The 
doves must be seen whitening ihe slopes of Salmon. We are 
doves, a heavenly armament, not horsemen, acting in earthly 
power. But we must not shrink from the battlefield. We are 
doves by whom the Divine victory is to be won, not eagles of 
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darkness to devour the slain on the field of death. " Not by power, 
nor by might, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

VIII.— The mention of Salmon suggests the contrast between 
the peaks of Bashan in their pride and the lowly hill of Zion, strong 
in the pledges of God's presence and power. The people of God go 
forth in faith, a flight of feeble doves, age after age. The Church 
in the world is the Zion which seems outwardly so insignificant. 

IX. — Nevertheless "they are more that are with us than those 
that are with them." An innumerable multitude of angels surround 
the Church. They wait around the throne whither Christ has 
ascended. They minister while He sends down the gifts of grace 
upon His Body, the Church militant, for His Divine glory dwells 
in man, and this is the object of their worship, the Incarnate Dotf- 
The Patriarch's vision of the ladder to Heaven is accomplished by 
the Ascension. 

X.— We must praise the A. :ended Mediator. Death cannot 
hinder His power, lie carries along with Him the spirits of the 
just who were the captives of Bashan's gods in Sheol, [Perhaps 
the first outburst of music may signify the resurrection of the dead 
along with Christ when He rose, and the second may signify the 
resurrection of the faithful at the last day.] " He that liveth and 
believctb in Me shall never die." Dcadi cannot separate us from 
His life, His love. He does not break away from Zion. He is 
still the Cod of our salvation. He leads our continual Exodus. 
I le does not save from dying, but through dying He saves us from 
the state of death. 

XL- He will smite our enemies. "The Cord upon Thy Right 
Hand hath smitten him that was head over all the earth." This is 
the chief of all Bashan 's false gods. This carries us on to the 
latter days. The "hairy scalp" seems to refer to Antichrist, for it 
has apparently a reference to Absalom, who was a type of Anti- 
christ. The enemies are a no i ted body in antagonism to Christ. 
The head may be taken in a social or literal sense, himself as head 
over the nations or his own head smitten in death. 

The Messiah will bring His people from the overwhelming power 
of evil as He did formerly from Egypt. The mysterious region of 
Bashan with Jordan and the Dead Sea constitutes a type of the 
world of darkness, our present slate in the deadness of nature and 
the future state of the departed, until the last enemy, Death, shall 
be destroyed. Then ( .loci's people shall be raised in glory. Even 
Ihe Powers of Darkness carry out God's vengeance. They are 
Messiah's dogs, lapping up the blood of the rebellious. Dogs 



236 



T II K CHURCH 



probably imply human agency as hulls imply angelic. The 
ungodly shall perish in terrible visitations of wars in the last (lays. 
We may take the fall of Jerusalem as a primary accomplishment 
of this announcement. The place of God's feet 'should indeed he 
washed in blood, and the Roman armies would be llie dogs of war 
avenging I lis death. 

XII. — We must think of ihc procession in which David is 
conducting the ark after his return from the other side of Jordan, 
and feel that it is still going on, for the type rises to life and 
lives on in the antitype. We are all in procession, advancing 
towards the heavenly /ion. The promises of God belonged to 
the earthly Ziori only as an initial stage of the spiritual glorification. 
The Powers of Darkness are subdued. *' Who is like unto Thee, 
O Lord, among the Gods, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders?" (Ex. xv u). 

The procession is of warrior- worshippers, singers (perhaps 
prophets of bygone ages) and minstrels, those who have yet 
to carry on their warfare in the body. Maidens with timbrels 
round about, dancing on each side, are virgin souls exulting in 
contemplative ecstasy. 

XIII. — Go forward along with this multitude, rejoicing in the 
waters of refreshment, the gift of the Holy ( Ihost ; the river of the 
Water of Life, proceeding from the throne of God, and of the 
Lamb. The pool of Silnarq symbolized this, but none knew its 
power until the day of Pentecost. Now we must drink thereof 
continually. It comes to us with all the merits of Christ's Passion 
in the power of the Holy Ghost. He drank of the brook of sorrow 
in the way ofhumiliation. We must drink of this brook of mystical 
glory in the way of our heavenly march. He is Himself the Way : 
His blood the heavenly stream of life whereby we are enabled 
to lift up our heads. 

The brave tribe of Benjamin was given to Judah when the 
others revolted from Rchoboani. Probably the mention here is 
with prophetic allusion to St Paul as the chief Evangelize)" of the 
world, while most of the other Apostles came from Galilee, and so 
are signified by Zabulon and Naphtali. 

XIV. — Kings are to bring presents to the world-wide sovereignty 
of Messiah, but how ? What they bring is from the heavenly 
Temple to the heavenly King, They bring what they have them- 
selves first of all received from Him. God e,ives us gifts of the 
Holy Ghost ; but expects W receive the same from us with usury, 
as talents given to us wherewith to glorify Him. 
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God is the strength of Messiah, and we appeal to Messiah that 
His strength may be ours, "Be strong in the Lord, and m the 
power of His might." The work was His beginning, and it shal he 
accomplished in the end by the unfailing strength wh.ch He Has 
commanded with the fulness of blessing on Zion. 1 he Temple 
is t he security of Jerusalem. Thai Temple is the Body of Christ. 
Tint Body exalted on high is the true Temple from whence the 
blessing of Christ proceeds confirming the words and work ol 
His Servants, So shall all nations be brought into subjection to 

Christ. 

XV —The hippopotamus, the bulls, and the calves, represent 
worldly powers, chiefly Egypt, as a comprehensive symbol. They 
must prostrate themselves with gifts before Mcss.ah. 

Ml the glory of the world is to be given to the people of Christ. 
„ot, we may be sure, in its present condition of hfclessness, but 
in some manner beyond our imagination, even as the glory ot 
His Temple raised above Jerusalem is what we cannot understand 
The old world is not to be swept away, but it will be transfigured 
SO as to have part in the heavenly glory of the redeemed umverse. 

The appeal of Ps. 67. is thus accomplished. Jerusalem as the 
City of God is raised to supremacy in all. 

Ml worldly powers are to be overthrown if they oppose them- 
solves They that would not have Him to reign over then, most 
be siain in presence of the Concern, The beasts probably 
represent the evil angels who have charge over the countries of 
heathenism, worshipped under animal forms in those »«*"£ , 
Egypt and Ethiopia, as being the enem.es best known ,n Uiv.ds 

"Trobably it' is em'piied here that while the evil spirits who seeU 
ta infuriat them against Christ, are to be destroyed, the nations 
themselves will be redeemed from their tyranny, and will become 

w it SS «*™m* - * *■»« * missio r \ nd :r "ft 

ary work, to think that evil angels are holdtng the heathen down 
We have not merely .0 contend with human prejudice- Tie 
demon-power will give way to prayer at last, and *n 
cast ou the ransomed people will be ready to accep all l.ulh. 
So uUhem shall be fulfilled the type of the demomae, clothed and 

"xV^Tnrtust we look for the earth to welcome with 
agnations the sovereignty of Jesus ftt. «C JWJ*JJ 
the tranquillity which follows upon the overthrow ot the ev.l 



238 



THE CHURCH 



hierarchy.! We should remember also particularly that the 
coming of (he Seed of the woman was in order to wage war against 
these infernal sp,nts and crush the head of the serpenL This 
promised Conqueror, the Second Adam, is the Lord front Heaven 
We was 10 the beginning with God, ere He came in the flesh Now 
He comes again into the world. At first He came riding in the 
wilderness, />, in a state of humiliation. Now He is to come 
riding upon the clouds of I leaven with the glory of the holy an fi els' 
and all the angels of God are to worship Him, 

mil— Thus the Psalm brings us to the glorification of Messiah, 
tie Incarnate God, upon the eternal throne. He is glorified in 
His saints, for their giory is what they share with Him". It is I he 

enUiromzalion of the Prince of Peace. 

This Psalm thus portrays the spiritual, triumphant history of 

Christ m H,s Church, in her Pentecostal march from age to age 
I he Church must next be seen suffering amidst the hostility of the 

wor Id m Ps. 6 9 . At length we reach the kingdom of peace as 

exhibited in its integrity in the culminating Ps. 72. 

TIIK CHURCH'S MARCH OF PKNTECOSTAL 1'OWI-K 

] 
The Appeal 

2 Rise, Got), and quell the foes' proud boasts : 
Thy Face shall fray their hateful hosts. 

3 Drive them as smoke's frail drifting cloud ! 
As melts the wax ,vhen fire hath glow'd. 
Ho perish from God's Face the proud ! 

With these words Israel begun their marches in. the wilderness. 



(1 

The Proclamation of the Coming God 

4 But righteous souls exultingly 
Find God their joy, their ecstasy ! 

5 Sft»g ye to God ! Psalms suit His Name ! 
Pave ye the wilds where drives His fame ! 
J ah is His Name ! To Him exclaim ! 

Firs! the wilderness e/ Sin„L then the raise e/Mn the Baptist A tk* mSfr&a. 
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Cod delivering the Cap live 

6 Father of orphans ! Widow's Guide I 
In mansion blest doth God abide. 

7 God homeward loves the lone to lead — 
lirings bondsman forth in wealthy speed— 
Hul still the stubborn dwell with sultry need. 

Gat is delivering fits feoptefrmn a -worse bondage than that aj Egypt, 



IV 



Gotts People marching through the Wilderness 

8 Pefore Thy people's face, O God, 

Thy marching power Jeshimon trod. Selah. 

9 How quaked the earth with fear overthrown ! 
Before God's Face the heavens dropp'd down 
God's Face, yea ! Israel's God must Sinai own 

Nature t cjnvuhwns At the first £ t vdits. 



Gild's Cure fur tin Inheritance 

10 The wealthy shower Thou, God, did'sl wave, 
Strength to Thy fainting birthright gave. 

1 1 There bode Thine herd ! There to the poor 
Thy goodness, God, brought stay most sure. 

The gift n/ntitnna* 



The Welcome of the Congregation awaiting the Warrior 

13 The M sister's speech ! Hark, how it rang ! 

Women in crowds the victory sany ! 
13 Kings flee— their hosts flee— fast away : 

At home the mother sorts the prey. 

Early victories celebrated ,u /^««/(i'»/ L.tinjiiering in llii CAimh, 
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The Spirit of Power rebuking Fainl-hcariedness 

14 Wliy !ie ye thus the folds between, 

Ye, ihe clove's wings, whose silver sheen 
Should sparkle high willi golden green ! 

15 Shaddai by her fray'd kings in fight ! 
Glitler'd the snow on Salmon's height ! 

The faithful must rise abort earthly pleasure and fight in the power of the Holy 
Ghost. The doves on the dark j itl-sidc. 



VIII 

Zion and Baskan 

16 A mount of God is Bashan's mount : 
Mount Bashan many a peak may count. 

17 Peak'd mounts ! Why scowl thus enviously ? 
The mount where God desires His seat to be, — 
There dwells the Lord lo perpetuity. 

Hash an, the world. Zion in he- drough tandhu mility has a greater strength far rrvr. 



IX 

God dwelling in His People and surrounded hy Angels 

lS God's chariots, countless hosts in line ! 

There Sinai's Master claims Mis shrine. 
19 Ascend the height ! Lead captives bound ! 

In stubborn men Thy gifts redound, 

For God,— for jAtJ— a dwelling found ! 

Christ's A sue h< i,m and the gift of the Ifoty G/tesf. 



Safe Passage through the Vale of Death 

20 High blessings to the Master raise ! 
He bears our burden all our days, 

Our great Salvation's Godhead praise ! Selah. 

21 Godhead, Salvation's Godhead, ours I 

Lord, Master, Thine death's passport powers ! Selah. 

Christ strengthens t/is pcoftc u teat the toortd's hatred. 
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XJ 

Overthrow of the Power of the Enemy 

22 God surely smiles each head that hates, 
Rough scalp of miscreant runagates. 

23 The Master speaks ; 1 bring thee free 
From Bashan and the abysmal sea. 

24 Smite with thy foot thy bleeding foes : 
Thy dogs shall lap the blood that flows. 

Christ smiting Antichrist. As from the sea. of old, so from Bashan, whither 
David fed front A ttsalont. fiashan a type of the nether world. 

Xtl 

The Religious Procession of the Universal Church 

25 Men watch Thy march, Thy march Divine, 
Godhead, my King, through holy shrine ! 

26 First singers, minstrels last, are found : 
Maidens with timbrels dance around. 

Gods people are a spectacle lo the imrtd. 



XI 11 

Tfw Psalmody of the Holy Ghost 

27 [n gather'd throngs bless God 1 Recount 
The Master's power from Israel's fount. 

28 Small Benjamin is there, their cry ! 
And judah's princely company, 
Princely Zabulon, princely Naphtali ! 

Tkt Apostolic ministry. St I 'ant and the Galileo* Apostles. 



XIV 

Messiah strengthening His People 

29 Thy God, Thy strength 1 God, now for us 
Make strong Thy work accomplished thus, 

30 Bless Thou from Salem's Temple-Crown : 
Kings shall to Thee with gifts bow down. 

Christ in the Heavenly jetnsaknt confirming the word of His Aposttcs vilh 

VOL. u. Q 
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XV 

Final Judgement on the Powers of Darkness 
J i Rebuke the beast from reedy lair : 
Bull-troops and calf-like people scare, 
With silver nuggets crouching near ! 
If war delight, disperse * them there 1 

32 See, peers * approach t from Egypt's land I 
And reach to Cod the suppliant hand ! 

Jto/'i Mr &ntS»l of the frwtr of Satan in the -.tvriil. The bulls ami tabes ' 
spirits of evil er their fimgeny. Tie wealth of the ivori.i is gk, eH to Christ, as when 
Israel sfoilcJ the Egyptians. These who appose must perish, 

XVI 

The Homage of the Universe 

33 To Hod let earth's wide Kingdoms sing— 
The Master praise with tuneful string t Sela/t, 

34 On heavens, since heavens first moved. He rides— 
A voice, a voice of strength provides. 

Christ t> fiimpbant aver all the earth. 
XVII 

Closing Doxology 

35 Give strength ' to God, with anthems loud ! 
O'er Israel spreads Ifts splendour proud; 
His strength - is borne on car of cloud. 

36 Let God be fcar'd from this Thy shrine, 
Godhead of Israel's chosen line I 

With solid strength » His people shine ; 
O God, all blessing still be Thine. 

The strength of the Eternal Father, of the exalted manheoit, ami of the floh 
Ohost dwelling in the fkurih. v 

PSALM 69. 

THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL IN CONI'LICT WITH ITS GKI- \T 

K Nli MILS 

To the irctmlor. On lilies. David's 

The soul that has pressed onward in its Pentecostal march has 
yet a severe struggle to pass through ere it can reach the kingdom 
of peace. If thou hast joined in the Triumph Song just concluded 

* Only here. 

t Only here ill Psalter. The word is tumid in Item, xxxiij. », tsa, X J[. j j CT . jjj_ m 
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thou must be prepared to enter into the abyss of darkness along 
with Jesus. This great Passion- Psalm follows the exultant strain 
which we have just been considering, because the Passion supplies 
the law of the progress. It is not a mere casual coincidence 
of expression which binds the two I'salms together. The one 
celebrates the Divine 'power. The other portrays the human 
suffering in which that power is manifested. In truth there can 
be no manifestation of Divine power in the world but in the 
fellowship of the Passion. Outward strength and prosperity serve- 
rather to hide than to reveal the inward strength of Divine 
life. 

The saint has to struggle, and in so doing he has to confess the 
helplessness of human nature, summing up all the experiences of 
earth in the intense cry, "Save me, God, for the waters are 
come in even unto my soul." 

Thou hast to contend against thine own flesh. The mire of the 
abyss is the accumulation of thine own earthly life. There is no 
substance, no linn footing, so that thou canst rely on anything 
that thou hast done. The watery depths of spiritual evil are such 
as to overwhelm thee. 

Look lip lo tint! iu thy distress. Think bow ihy sins are more 
than the hairs of thy bead. They are Lowers of Darkness dragging 
thee 10 evil which thou must conquer in the power of Christ. 

As for outward foes! do any hale thee, treat thee coldly, 
disparagingly, without cause? Think how thou deservesl more 
than all this, because of thy conduct towards God. Accept hatred, 
scorn, coldness, misrepresentation, as a great blessing, if thou wet 
thus enabled to realise union with Christ. 

How God searches through thy heart 1 He. "knows" thee. 
I 'ray that thy faults may not turn to the injury of the Church of 
Christ. We must lake to ourselves much self-reproach, with 
shame-faced penitence, because of the injury we have done, 
making the enemies of God, seen and unseen, to blaspheme. 

Think of Jesus, accused as if He were mad, and thai loo by II is 
nearest kinsfolk. Think of Him bearing all the violence of the 
Jews for Cod's sake. Lear nol to light against the world. Shalt 
not thou glorify Cod, by accepting for i lis sake, if He permits it, 
what thou hast iu truth deserved for thy sin? 

Let thy earnestness of devotion to God In private be com- 
mensurate witli thy public endeavours before men. Humble 
thyself with fasting. Kcur not if even this, as in David's case, 
bring thee to blame. Men in station may reproach. The world 
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may d critic. This shall mm to ihy good. Lookup to God, He 
will rescue thee. 

Perhaps ih mi art sheltered from such public assaults. Never- 
theless, remember die gale of death through which ihou hast to 
pass. The powers of evil will assail thee there if not before. 
Thine only securily will be in ( fod's protection. Satan Would 
swallow thee up. He is himself the very abyss whose well 
threatens to close upon thee. His own wickedness is the doom 
wherein be shall be cast, and all whom he has enslaved in sin shall 
be cast there :tlong wild him, 

l>o not think thai God despises (hee because He leaves thee to 
Satan's assaulis. He desires lo prove ihy faithfulness, thy hatred 
of sin, thy reliance upon His love. If He seem to hide His face 
from thee, yet thou art not hidden from Hi in. How ihc self- 
surrendering prayer of Daniel closed the lions' mouths during 
that night in the den ! Such be thy prayer ! So Jet it close the 
mouth of the great lion ! So claim the redemption which One 
mightier than Daniel has obtained! Live in the power of His 
prayer, as being one of His members; but pray with all the 
!-';L:'iit'.-,(ni;.-,3 which II:-, grace imparls, as being one ol tits living 
members! Thou musl struggle in the power of His life, if thou 
would'st know the glory of 1 lis Redemption. 

The sympathy of men will not enable thee to obtain an answer 
from God, Their violence, as it calls forth thy faith, will bring the 
answer down. 

Indeed there is no human heart which can know thy need so as 
to comfort ihee. Jesus lias sent down the Comforter, and those 
who would comfort can only comfort thee in His strength, and 
they must know the consolation wherewith they are comforted of 
Cod, if they are to comfort thee. No earthly sympathy can reach 
deep down to soothe the soul in her greatest struggles. Enemies 
gave gall to Christ and vinegar. The best of earthly affection is 
nothing better than gall and vinegar when the soul is suffering in 
anguish for sin. That which troubled the soul of Chrisi was not 
the vinegar from the soldier's bowl, but the bitterness of the wild 
grapes which lie found, where He had planted a vine that should 
yield grapes of sweetness. 

Think not to have thy sorrow mitigated by any earthly refresh- 
ment. Give thyself to Jesus as sharing in His I'assion, who Him- 
self has conquered thy sinful adversaries. We give ourselves to 
Him, as gall and vinegar. He gives Himself back to us, all 
sweetness and nourishing delight. ''Taste and see how gracious 
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the Lord is." His precious blood is the fruit of a Vine whose holy 
inebriation shall transport thy soul with the ineffable calmness of 
Divine joy. 

The world can give dice nothing but disappointment. Think 
what was the return which (he world made to Christ. Do not 
think to reap the fruits of any Divine service while thou art in 
the world. God will reward His people in this world more often 
by suffering and reproach than otherwise Accept all pain, whether 
in body or mind, as an instalment of the glory of Christ, which is 
to follow. If we suffer with Him, we shall be glorified together, 
and the glory shall be proportionate to the suffering, How small 
dues suffering seem in the light of the future glory I 

That which will I urn to thy blessing if thou duly accept it, will 
turn to the curse of them that would bring evil upon thee. Thfly 
are blind in their assault, but palsied in their attack. The lire of 
God's wrath will pursue them. 

The Passion is a battle-scene. Us purpose is the overthrow of 
evil. God does not will that ihou shnuld'st endure suffering 
merely for suffering's sake. The Heel must be? bruised of Him 
who should bruise the head of the enemy. The bruising shows 
the Divine life which remains unharmed, and triumphs in the 
end. So with Christ So with His people. 

The imprecations which follow are the utterance of the Grcrtt 
Judge. While suffering on earth, He pleads for the recoil Of His 
Bufferings upon the guilty, that Cod may be glorified, and the 
victory of the Cross may be perfected- The enemy suffers nothing 
but what he himself has sought to inflict upon the Seed of the 
woman. Hut every blow that he strikes against the Body of 
Christ must recoil upon himself. Ii recoils upon him from the 
invulnerable Lody of Christ, with all its force unspent- Re must 
Teel its fulness, and thou, as living in Christ, shaft have Thy 
reward. 

Satan's slaves strive to drive God's people from the Home 
which God has provided for them, They must be driven fawn 
their own tents. Take heed that thou abide in God's House. 
The tents of earth shall give no shelter to those who sinful |j 
lake refuge in them. 

Recognize sufferings as a token of God's loving discipline, 
whether for thyself or for others. Speak not of thcui eonU-mptn- 
ously, but rather rejoice if thou mayest share any suffering along 
with Jesus. 

Live in holiness, that thou mayest be more holy still. Avoid 
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all sin, for he that is unrighteous must become more unrighteous, 
tf he break not off bis sin. There must be a continuous growth 
in evil, unless we welcome with th;ink fulness the righteousness of 

God. 

The Sect! of the woman is come to conquer death, ami so to 
give life unto the world. They who will not come to lliin that 
they may have life, must be blotted out of the Hook of God's 
Predestination. They are the children of perdition, not by 
Messiah's negligence, but by their own inherent antagonism. 
Take heed 10 overcome by faithfully confessing Christ before 
men, that so He may nut blot thine own name out of the Hook 
or Life. 

Thus must thou follow Christ. Drink of the cup of Mis agony 
in strife with the evil one. So shah thou find the power of Jesus 
manifested in thy salvation. I'raise God for what thou hast to 
suffer here. Thankfulness is the true offering which He requires 
of thee. 

God would deliver thee from this evi! world. Do not complain 
of the suffering by which He is working out thy deliverance, but 
humble thyself in penitent confession of sin. 

Thou hast to combat thy sins. Think not that God will accept 
any sacrifice as a substitute for thankful love. The sacrifices of 
the Jewish temple were types of Christ. Thou must give thanks 
to God in the power of the Spirit of Christ, as being one of His 
members. Take up thy Cross and follow Him in the likeness of 
His Passion. Learn of Him to be meek, seeking simply to draw 
near to God as being Himself thy perfect satisfaction. So must 
thou cherish a life hidden with Christ in God. Thy poverty will 
appeal to Mim. He sees thee in thy bondage. He who sent His 
Son to win freedom Tor thee will not despise thee because He sees 
thee bound, liut thou must show Mini that thuu dost hate the 
bondage. 

The Seed of the woman has won the victory, and all the heavenly 
host join with man in praising God. Contemplate the restoration 
of all things which is thus being accomplished by the redemptive 
power of thy Crucified Lord. All creation is to be made subject 
to man. Zbu, so parched and barren upon earth, is to be exalted 
in glorious salvation, the hymns of praise are to resound through 
the heavenly Jerusalem. Look forward to stand along with the 
triumphant Lamb of God, among the hundred and forty and 
four thousand (Rev. xiv.). 

The birthright of Chris' belongs to all of His members. His 
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servants shall serve Him, not in the oldness of the perishing letter, 
but in the newness of the filial spirit of grace. The Church glori- 
fied in Heaven, is the ancient Home predestined for the elect, 
before the foundation of the world. 

The name of the Holy Trinity is the regenerating power wherein 
we find admission to our Father's House. We must abide in His 
love. As we live in the Spirit, we must also walk in the Spirit 
setting our affections upon things above. So shall we ever be 
with the Lord. 

O my God, 1 give myself unto Thee a living sacrifice, knowing 
that Thou wilt accept me in the Beloved. Grant 'me so to cling 
to Him, that He may dwell ill me and I in Him for ever. 

Remember in saying this Psalm, that all its imprecations must 
rest upon thy carnal nature, if thou would'st rise to its benedictions. 
The outer man, the old Adam, must be conquered, if thou would'st 
rise in the inner man to the call of grace, No half measures ! 
Death to sin ! Life to righteousness ! 

As Psalm 68. sets forth the triumphant march of the Divine 
Sovereign, so this Psalm speaks of the struggle of the I lumanity 
in which the Son of God, as the Divine Agent, suffers at the hands 
of men. The two Psalms arc related as Pss. 21., 22. The Incarnate 
Son is in the mire of man's sinfulness, and that not merely as an 
external condition, but as a form of existence with which He is 
livingly associated. The waters were not merely around His 
Body. They came even unto His soul by the sympathies of 
human life. Thus " He was made sin for us," and He felt the sin 
with which He was thus identified with all the intensity belonging 
to His own vigorous health, as " the 1 fo!y One of God " in the flesh, 
He bears the sins of all, but prays that there may be nothing in 
Him to put to shame those who seek God. He has come to make 
God manifest, and the hatred which He encounters is against God 
and not against Himself. 

His own people rejected Him, and turned even His religious 
exercises into a matter of reproach against Him (verses 10, 11). 

The Divine power left Him alone in His suffering, but He looks 
for its help to vindicate Him when His suffering is complete. In 
the struggle against sin, He must conquer as man, although sus- 
tained by the immortality of His Divine Person. When He enters 
the grave, He will triumph by the manifestation of His Divine 
Nature, so that the deep cannot swallow Him up. He dies, not 
to satisfy the Divine anger, but to show Himself as the Divme 
Lord. 
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By death, which is the punishment of sin, fallen man is removed 
from God. By death Messiah is welcomed out of the distresses 
which crush Him, so that lie leaves the world and goes to the 
Father. 

The Jews have dishonoured (iod in His Servant. Their table, 
their altar, is therefore to be a snare to them. They cling to its 
traditions, but have forfeited all claim to its privileges. Their 
peace-offerings do but contrast with their enmity against God. 

Darkness was to shroud their Paschal Festival, while the true 
Lamb of God, unrecognized by them, was achieving the Redemp- 
tion of a new race upon the Cross, Signs of Divine wrath were 
to make their temple a home of dismay. 

Their city was to be utterly overthrown. 

Instead of pitying one who was sharing the suffering life of 
fallen man along with themselves, they pursued Him as if He 
were an object to be specially hated. They did not know that 
His sufferings were voluntarily undertaken for the Divine glory 
in struggle with Satan, They would not wake to their own sinful- 
ness from which Messiah by His wounds was to redeem them. 

Thus was their covenant broken and brought to an end. The 
Book of Life would be opened for others. A new covenant was 
to be set up in the name of the Holy Trinity, the Covenant of Holy 
Baptism, and the sacrifice of thanksgiving at the Heavenly Altar. 
This oblation of Christ would be .pleasing to God, the Sacrifice of 
Righteousness, the undying Sacrifice. By this sacrifice in the 
Christian Covenant, the Heavenly Jerusalem should be built as 
an Eternal City of Life. 

THE JUDICIAL CHARACTER OF THE PASSION 

2 God save me ! For the waters reach my soul. 

3 Sunk in th' abysmal mire, I touch no ground, 
The deep well's drowning waters gurgling round ! 

4 I faint with calling, 'ill my throat be dry ; 
Mine eyes are spent, awaiting God's reply. 

5 Countless as hairs my causeless haters rise, 
My serried foes that would o'envhelm with lies. 
What ne'er 1 look they claim as robberies. 

6 But Thou, O God, dost know my senselessness : 
Nought hides from Thee the guilts which I possess. 
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7 Master, Thou Lord of hosts, 
Let none who hope in Thee find shame in me ; 

God, in whom Israel boasts 
Confound none for my sake who seek to 1 nee ! 

8 'Tis for Thy sake, that I reproach have borne, 
Confusion covering my face with scorn, 

9 I am made strange e'en in my brethren's home. 
An alien where my mother's children come. 

10 Zeal for Thy House devours me. See ! it burns ! 
Reproach for Thee desiguM, on me returns. 

1 1 I wept and fasted. Thus my soul was moved : 
And those reproachers but the more reproved. 

1 2 I gathcr'd sackcloth round me, sorrow's vest, 
And they that saw me, made my life their jest: 

T3 Men seated in the gate discourse of me, 
The song of drunkards in their revelry. 

14 But Lord, 1 pray, ere Thy pleased smile be past- 
il God, with mercy manifoldly vast — 

In Thy salvation's truth let answer haste 1 

15 Rescue me, lest I sink in footless mire t 

Rescue me now, ere hate's deep floods rise higher ! 

16 Let not the drowning waters o'er me play, 
Nor swallowing deep demand me as its prey, 
Nor the well's mouth stiff-closed around me stay. 

17 Answer 1 me, Lord, in mercy good and great ; 
Turn 2 with Thy copious love to view my state. 

18 Thy Face secrete not 3 from Thy servant's need ; 
Distresses crush me ; let Thine answer speed. 

[9 With claim avenging ' to my soul draw near ! 2 
Redeem :i me 1 See, what mighty foes are here. 

20 Thou knowest my reproach, confusion, shame ; 
Th' oppressor's violence before Thee came. 

21 Reproach doth break my heart ; my strength all gone! 
I long'd for pitying glance ; such glance was none. 
Oh for a comforter ! I found not one ! 

22 They gave me gall as esculent to take, 
A draught of vinegar, my thirst to slake. 

This tines net imply a ru/>lurt of Ike physical organ. 
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23 Ensnare tliem by their table set before them ; 

Make it their trap though nought but peace be o'er them. 

24 Let darkness shroud their eyes, no light to see, 
And palsy shake their loins unceasingly ! 

25 Yea, now pour out on them Thy foaming might, 
Thy scorching anger, to o'erfake their flight. 

The Jfitthh attar fowwes their firuk instead of 'their delivcr/invc. 

26 To desolation be their homesteads thrown, 
With no inhabitant their tents to own : 

27 For whom Thyself art smiting, these assail : 
Wounds of Thy pierced ones furnish forth their tale. 

28 Still let them in iniquity progress, 

And never come itito Thy righteousness. 

29 In Book of Life be they no more enroll'd, 

Nor with the righteous let their names be told ! 

30 For me !— Affliction, sorrow, fill my cup, 
Hut Thy salvation, God, shall set me up ! 

31 I'll praise the Name of God with song most true. 
And magnify with thanks which are Mis due. 

32 This more than ox or steer the Lord will love, 
Whose horns and cloven hoofs no mercy move. 

33 beholding this, what joy the meek receive ! 
O ye who sue to God, your heart shall live. 

34 The Lord will always hear when poor men call ! 
Yea, He despises not His bondsmen's thrall. 

35 Him let both Heav'n and earth adoring praise, 
Seas, and each tribe that moves in watery ways. 

36 God will save Zion ; Judah's towers He'll build i 
There shall they bide, with birthright-hopes fulfilled. 

37 His servants' sec' their ancient home shall claim, 
And all dwell there secure who love His Name, 

PSALM 70. 

TIIF, SYMPATHIES OF THE BODY OK CHRIST 

To the Presenter. Davids. To bring to remembrance. 

THIS is a fragment from 1's. 40., turned into an Elohistic Psalm. 

Like Ps. 38., it is "for remembrance," and this title associates it 
with meat-offering as a sacrificial Psalm. 
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In Ps. 39., we saw the weakness wherein Christ came. In Ps. 
40. He is found accomplishing the will of God as the Acceptable 
Sacrifice wherein dwells a power which the Jewish sacrifice did not 
possess. This closing portion of Ps. 40. pleads that power. 

Ps. 68. celebrated the glory of I'entccost. and the power of the 
Holy Ghost was set forth in Ps. 69. struggling against the corruption 
of humanity and the I'ower of Darkness. Weakness of Divine 
strength ! So here, as before, from the condition of weakness we 
rise in Ps. 70. to claim our participation in the Acceptable Sacrifice. 
The indwelling of God has to be tested by our struggle against 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, during the continuance of the 
Church in her militant condition. We have to struggle as Christ 
struggled. So may we have confidence in Christ's victory. 

The devil and his angels "seek after our soul." Fleshly 
appetites "desire our hurt." The world cries out scornfully 
" Aha ! " but the world and its prince shall both of them be put to 
shame and the corrupt pleasures of the flesh must be mortified. 
" I keep under my body and bring it into subjection." Thus this 
Psalm calls us to triumph by being crucified with Christ, calling 
the imprecations of Ps. 69. to destroy our worldly nature, that we 
may attain to the freedom wherewith Christ makes us bee. 

Oh, the joy of the Communion of saints as they find any one of 
us pressing onward to this victory ! We are not seeking salvation 
in selfish isolation. As we press onward we must call others to 
partake of our joy, and feel their joyous sympathy as a stimulating 
power in our struggle. The whole Church wails for us individu- 
ally to be perfected ! 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

THE CKY FOR V1CNGKANCK 

2 O God, to work in truth that I be freed ! 
Make haste, O Lord, to help me in my need ! 

3 Plush they with shame who would my soul destroy 1 
Base flight be their's, who make my wrong their joy ! 

4 Be those tin n'd back to bear the shame their due, 
Who shout Aha ! aha ! my fall to view ! 

5 Let glee and joy on all who seek Thee wait ! 
Salvation's votaries speak how God is great ! 

(, Afflicted sore, and poor, I can but bow ! 

God, make haste to me I Thy help bestow ! 

1 look to Thee ! My Rescuer art Thou ! 

Lord, I pray to Thee ! Delay not now ! 



252 THE CHURCH 



PSALM 71. 

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF THE SOUL IN EXPECTATION OK 
FUTURE BLESSEDNESS 

This meditative Psalm corresponds with the Psalm of the sick 
sufferer (Ps. 41.). There Antichrist was rejoicing. Here the 
faithful is found abiding in the hiddenncss of Clnist." 

Ps. 70., was "for remembrance," pleading with God. We must 
remember what we plead before God— Christ's past dealings, His 
Passion, the help whereon we rely. This Psalm is gathered up 
from previous Psalms. So our calm joy in Christ while we wait 
for His Kingdom to come (Ps. 72.) must be developed by grateful 
recollection of His love shown amidst the past perils of Christen- 
dom through which God has led His Church when all seemed 
hopeless. 

_ David in his weakness, when Adonijah rebelled, rises thus out of 
himself by thinking of God's continual care and the purpose of His 
Providence which cannot foil. The kingdom is pledged to Solomon. 
Any outburst of Adonijab's power can be only for the moment. 

David was a mystery to the world around with its transitory 
views. He looked through Solomon to a future that could not fail. 
People thought God had forsaken him. He knew how true God 
was to him. The kingdom of Solomon expanding to Messiah 
would be a kingdom in which he himself should share, a kingdom 
of resurrection-life, wherein to behold God's glory for ever. 

So must we be looking forward to the glory of Christ. "Of His 
government and of His peace there shall be no end." What happens 
upon earth must not disturb us. 

" Our life is hid with Crist in God. When Christ who is our 
life shall appear, then shall we also appear with II im in glory." 

* The sacramental life nf the (tody of Christ is exhibited in Ps. 4°. and echoes in 
I J s, 70. 

The hidden lire of Christ is sel Wore us in I's. 41,, as the oIiJlci of scom to the unbe- 
lieving heart. This hidden lire is the subject of Ps. 7,. , the etperiertce of the feehle 
Sufferer Himself, We suffer with Christ. 

As David reverted to his old Psalms, so must we go liaek to consider the way alum* 
which Cod has been leading us. 

Pss. in., 41., and Pss. jo., ?t., have their common issue in Ps. 7 i., which closes the first 
hnlfofthe Psalter. 

The first two Books have a common prelode in Pss. j., ■>., Hie Son of Man, and the Son 
of Cod. They have a common climax in (V. 7 =. The Son of David is upon the heavenly 
fhrotie, in whom Ihe promise of Ps, 2. finds its consummation. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH MILITANT 

1 Lord, Thou my Refuge art I Shame ne'er be mine ! 

2 Come to my rescue ! With deliverance bless ! 
Stretch forth Thine ear ! Save by Thy righteousness ! 

3 Be Thou my Mansion-Rock, where oft to go ! 
'Twas Thy command to save me ! Surely Thou 
Art my sure Crag, my Fortress-Watchtower now ! 

The Humanity of Christ suiwiremirtg the co-rpemtion of His Godhead, 

4 God rescue me from hand of wicked power, 
Grasp so malicious, enmity so sour 1 

5 O Master, Lord, my constant hope art Thou : 
My ground of trust from earliest youth till now. 

6 Yea, from my birth, on Thee have I been stay'd, 
Loosed from my mother's womb by Thy sure aid : 
My oft- repeated praise to Thee be paid I 

The power of the mil one. 

7 I'm like a mystery to the crowd around, 

But Thou my Refuge of full strength art found. 

8 Fill'd with Thy praise, my mouth its song shall pour, 
From morn till eve, Thy beauty to adore. 

9 Cast me not off when limes of age o'crtake ! 
My vigour spent ! O do not Thou forsake ! 

The world does not understand the Church, so feehle and yet fatlMC 

10 For hark ! my foes their mocking jibes prepare 
And make conspiracy my soul to snare. 

1 1 They say, God has forsaken ! Let liim be ! 
Pursue and seize him ! None can set him free ! 

12 O God, remain not Thou far from my need : 

My God, to help me —come, O come, with speed. 

J'rooa/dy Adonijah' s rehellion. 

13 My soul's antagonists let shame consume : 
Reproach, confusion, clothe them as their doom ! 

14 Hut as for me, with constancy I'll wait, 
With added strains Thy praise to celebrate— 

1 5 Thy righteousness recount in daily speech. 
Yea ! Thy salvation, which no count can reach. 

The flatknte of the saints. Ttteir sufferings add to ihe glory tf Christ. 
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x6 So come I, in the Lord, the Master's might ! 
To tell Thy righteousness, my tongue's delight ! 

17 God, Thou hast taught mc from my you til's first days, 
And stilt will I declare Thy wondrous ways. 

18 O God, forsake not, though old age bow down, 

Till I Thine arm, Thy strength to coming times have shown. 

19 God, how high-praised Thy righteousness must be, 
Who dost great deeds ! God, who is like to Thee? 

20 Thou mad'st us see much sorrow— wrongs most sore, 
But now, returning, wilt our life restore, — 

Yea, from earth's depths wilt raise us evermore. 
1 1 My greatness Thou'lt increase, turn round, and comfort give. 

T/ie righteousness of Christ glorified in Heaven, though His Church be suffering 
uflon earth. The resurrect hit of Christ's people fy His punter. 

22 Then I with psaltery will give thanks to Thee : 

My God, Thy Truth my harp's sweet Psalm shall be. 
Thou, Israel's Holy One eternally ! 

23 With ringing shout my lips Thy Psalms shall sing, 
My soul in Thy redemption glorying. 

24 I'll meditate Thy righteousness all day, 

Till those who seek my wrong, shamed, blushing, flee away. 



PSALM 72. 

THE SOUL REJOICING IN THE SOVEREIGNTY OF CHRIST 

Soloi/wtCs 

Look forward to Christ's Kingdom. Christ is the King, the 
King's Son, King by birthright for He reigns in consubstantial 
glory with His Father. Ps. 2. finds its consummation in Ps, 72. 
"The kingdoms of the world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of I lis Christ." The disordered state of the world will be set 
right. The true Mclehizedek is seen reigning in the true City of 
Peace,— Peace triumphant through righteousness. The mountains 
that bring it are the manifestations of Divine power on which the 
Church is founded. Heavenly mountains, symbolized by the clouds 
of Heaven ! The righteous that were suffering in a state of oppres- 
sion while Satan ruled (he world are now redressed. The seed of 
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the serpent can no longer tyrannize over the Seed of the woman. 
The oppressor is crushed, and his victims are saved. 

Messiah reigns on high. His sovereignty is the consummation 
of all unto the end of time. His power descends from Heaven 
upon mankind in gifts of the Holy Ghost. The shower is the 
symbol of the Divine Gift. The grass is the symbol of perishing 
humanity. * Human nature flourishes with Divine power. Hostile 
powers fall clown. The afflicted One whom the world persecutes is 
His very Self. He has redeemed them by hi is power, and lives 
unconquered. He has triumphed over the grave. In risen life 
He pleads for His people. The Heavenly Kingdom is full of joy. 
Majestic harvest ! The corn of Heaven! The life-giving Name 
of the King brings eternal security. The blight Sun of Righteous- 
ness infuses light and strength for ever. All nations are blessed in 
Him. He alone workcth great marvels. The prayers of David, 
the son of Jesse, are consummated in the reign of the Beloved One, 
the Son of God. This is the sum of all our prayer, "Thy Kingdom 
come." 

THE KINGDOM OF 1'EACE 

1 God, on the King Ttjy judgement-power bestow : 
Grant the King's son Thy righteousness to know — 

2 Thy people to redress with righteousness — 
With judgement Thine afflicted ones to bless. 

3 Peace let the mountains for the people bring, 
The hills in righteous harvests glorying ! 

4 Th' afflicted people let his judgement right, 

Saving the poor man's sons, crushing th' oppressor's might 1 

AfeSSiah reigns by ' Dkiine birthright. This l i satm looks forward to Him through 
Salomon n.s His certified ancestor. Peace the result of righteousness. 

5 Thee let them fear while shines the sunlit day,— 
While moons fresh generations shall survey ! 

6 Let Him descend as rain on grassy sward, 

A shower in countless drops on earth outpour'd ! 

7 The righteous in His days rich fruit shall boast: 
Peace shall abound till moons their light have lost. 

8 From sea to sea shall His wide rule extend : 

And from the river spread to earth's remotest end 1 



The power of the Holy (ihost. The tiai 1 people lorn again to righteousness, 
etetnal rtay of the (.owing Kingdom. The Citthotic Church. 
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BOOK III 

Psalms 73.-S9. 
THE DIVINE SQNSHIP: CHRIHT IN US 

PREFATORY PSALM 

PSAI.M 73. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

As Ps. 1. spoke of happiness in doing God's will, and 
Ps. 2. of the happiness of taking refuge in Messiah, so 
this Psalm speaks of God as being Himself the joy of 
the soul. He is the Refuse of the soul. As Messiah 
records His own Sonship which is the foundation of 
human happiness, so here the faithful child of the 
covenant records the blessed experience of Divine love. 

Trilogy of the Holy Name 

Ps. 74.- — Faith must be tested by difficulty. Trouble 
forces us to take refuge in God, that so we may learn the 
[lower of His covenant, assured to us in our baptism. 
We must share Christ's weakness if we would experience 
His strength. 

Ps. 75. — This is a "Destroy Not" Psalm, \t points 
therefore back to the Trilogy of the Crucifixion (Pss, 
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57.-59,). We are baptized into Christ's death. The 
assurance of triumph ri the Holy Name anticipates the 
promise that the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
the Church. 

Ps. 76. is the acclamation of the faithful. 

Trilogy of Probation 

Ps. j j. — The Divine life thus assured must be 
appropriated amidst trial. The Psalmist seems to long 
in vain for the glories of the Exodus! The Right Hand 
of God is as powerful as it was. The Shepherd is surety 
for His sheep. Therefore he casts despondency aside. 

Ps. 7$. — How they rebelled of old when God showed 
His wonders ! Their rebel lion must make us watchful 
in submission to God's discipline. 

Ps, 79. is the cry of the faithful amidst the great 
apostasy. All God's promises seem to have failed, 
but even in that last hour we must look for God to show 
His strength and bring deliverance. 

An Oct we P sal in 

Ps. 80. follows as an Easter song after the three days 
in which the grave seemed to be triumphant over Christ. 
It follows upon Ps. 79. as Ps. 60. follows upon Ps. 59, It 
is the deliverance of the Son of God out of the Egypt 
of the world of death. 

* 

Trilogy of the Divine Word in fudgeinmt 

Ps. 81, — God speaks in warning to His people that 
they must be faithful. If they are faithful to Iliin He 
will make them victorious. 
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Ps. 82. — God rebukes Israel, and warns them that the 
predestination of Divine Sonship is forfeited by their 
want of justice to the poor. God has visited them in 
the form of a Poor Mankind they have rejected the Divine 
life which He came to bring. Now Messiah will be 
seen reigning over the Gentiles. God's promise does not 
fail, but the carnal Israel cannot be the instruments of 
the world-wide blessing promised to Abraham and 
made sure to David. 

Ps. 83.— The victory over Midian was a type or the 
overthrow of Messiah's enemies. Now Edom and lshmael 
and the allied tribes represent the spiritual occupants of 
the Holy Land, defiling God's covenant with their 
carnality Under these names we must recognize the 
carnal Israel, united with the great powers of the world 
in unbelief. 

The Trilogy of Grace 

Ps. 84.— The tender songs of the Korahites follow upon 
the mighty utterances of Asaph. From the severity of 
judgement we turn to the sweetness of grace. "The 
joy of God's House" belongs to the Body of Christ, 
the new Temple which takes the place of the earthly 
one which they destroyed by their sin. 

Ps, 85. — The new covenant is celebrated by a return 
to Jehovistic Psalms. Earth and Heaven are united in 
the Person of the Incarnate Redeemer. 

Ps. 86. is an Adonaic Psalm. Christ is the Master 
whom we are called to serve in the new Covenant by 
the power of the seven-fold Spirit. It is the Psalm of 
Him who was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. The covenant of the Catholic Church .shall be 
perfected throughout all Gentiles by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. 
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The Trilogy of the New Birtli 

Ps. 87, — "Except a man be born again he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." This Psalm sets 
forth the inrli vidua] regeneration in Christ of al! the 
children of grace. 

Ps. 88. — In order to be born anew in Christ we must 
die with Him to the world. " We are buried with Ilim 
by Baptism into death." The grave was a place of utter 
darkness to the Old Testament worthies. They looked 
forward to a life and a light beyond it, but they could 
only look to descend into the darkness and wait until 
Messiah should come. Messiah contemplates the dark- 
ness and the spirits of darkness into which He leaps 
when He leaves the world. But that which was darkness 
ere He went thither is changed into light by His descent, 
and we, being baptized into His death, can no longer fear 
the thraldom of the enemy if we are faithful to Him. The 
pains of death cannot drag the new-born people under 
their dominion. Death showed Christ in His triumph. 
Death makes manifest the new birth of the faithful, 

Ps. 89. — Thus we pass on to the Kingdom of the 
Incarnate God, and share the victory whereby He has 
bruised the serpent's head. 

This glorious Christmas Psalm celebrates the invin- 
cible character of the Kingdom of Life, the security of 
the Divine Word. Many calamities seemed to threaten 
David's throne, but the faithful know whom they have 
believed. They recount the perils to which David's 
throne has been subjected, but only in order to 
strengthen the appeal of faith, looking forward to the 
blessedness of eternity. David's son shall claim God 
as His own true Father, and in the covenant which He 
will establish, the regenerate people shall have the life 
of God, 
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JOY IN GOD CONTRASTED WITH PROSPERITY IN THK 

WOKI.D 
A Psalm of Asaph 

THK faithful soul, dislrcsscd and amazed at seeing how evil 
prospers in the world, finds comfort not by accusing God rind 
(lying from Ilim, hut by flying to Htm. Know God experimentally 
in Himself as He makes Himself known to the pure in heart. 
Then will the wisdom of His Providence be man i lest. Seek to 
experience God's love, and thou wilt lind how surely love is the 
animating principle of all His government. 

Does the worldling boast of his freedom ? Boast thou of thy 
dependence upon God. 

God gives us what we set our hearts upon, this world and its 
emptiness, or Himself and His fulness. 

God lets men prosper with sin unpunished, in order that their 
sin may be more manifest. He docs not lead them into sin by their 
prosperity, but their prosperity shows what they are, even as the 
(roubles of the righteous show in liim the faith which worketh by 
love. He proves each one singly. All seek happiness, but with- 
out Him, and therefore tin blest, or else in I lim and eternal. 

Dost thou seek happiness in (kid, or apart front God? God is 
good. God is the only good, Seek Ilim. 

Is happiness the true end of life? What, then, is the world's end ? 
Learn in the sanctuary of God to look beyond present appearances. 
How suddenly will destruction come upon them. Their life was a 
dream. They wake up in death to find they have been striving 
after nothingness. 15ut how is it with thyself. If God is thine 
end, learn every day how He is leading thee onward to the 
froiiion of Himself. Day by day seek nothing else but God, and 
thou shalt find the all-sufficiency of His joy throughout eternity. 
Hide thyself in ilim, and His glory shall fill thy heart with 
praise. 

THK GOODNESS OK THE DIVINE EAT1IEKHOOD 
Cflii's Cfiiin&v/ess Love 

1 All good is God 10 Israel ! 

The pure in heart can tell ! 

2 Hut I— ah me t— so nearly tripp'd ! 

My steps had all but slipp'd ! 
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The Proud Security of the Wicked 

I e»vied braggarts their release : 
I watch'd the wicked bide in peace. 
No cramps llieir death prolong ; 
Their fat, round, forms are strong. 
No pain of mortal mischief theirs ! 
They are not plagued by human cares ! 
Their neck by pride is stiffly bound ; 
And cruelty enwraps them round. 

Their Popularity 

Their fat with foulness stares : 
Their heart's vile project glares. 

Mocking, they speak oppressive wrong- 
Speak with disdainful tongue ! 

With mouth assailing hcav'n's own throne, 
Their tongue makes earth their own. 

Thither the people turn, to catch the strain : 

Full streams of watery words their followers drain 1 
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The Taunt of the Scoffer bewailed 

What ! say they, how should Godhead know I 
What knowledge can the Highest show ! 
See these, the wicked, prospering aye. 
A growing force their years supply. 
Surely I cleansed my heart in vain, 
And washed my hands to know no stain. 
For yet all day my plague remains : 
Each morning some fresh smiling gains. 

The Enquiry 



Such record mine ! If thus I spake 
i should Thy sons' high claims forsake. 
I thought r would the secret rind : 
It seem'd such mischief to my mind I 
To Godhead's sanctuaries I go, 

Fain thus their end to know. 

All's clear ! Thou sett'st ihem slippery steeps,— 

So malt's I them fall in rtiin'd heaps. 

t'iffysttfj. t -.v/»/ H ,W „,,t tie semi vftX, Unhmsc. Faith r.,p/.,i ns all. 
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The Answer 

19 Wait but a twinkling ! How they're spent ! 
Swept ! Done for !— Strange bewilderment ! 

20 As fades a dream from waking eyes, 
So, Master, these wilt Thou despise ! 

21 Oh ! If 1 still were sour at heart— 

Stung through my veins with angry smart— 

22 Then I a senseless brute must be, 
A hippopotamus with Thee. 

The Satisfied Soitt 

2} But 1 with Thee will constant stand : 

Thou boldest my right hand. 
24 Thou guid'st me with Thy counsel now j 
Thou tak'st me !— All my glory Thou ! 
Oh ! What has heav'n for me? 
And earth has no delight to add to Thee ! 

26 My flesh, my heart, consumed shall rot : 
liut God is my heart's Rock, my endless !oi ! 

(.'.raleful ExpcrieniC and Hope 

27 For, lo ! they perish who are far from Thee, 

Thou whelm'st all wand'ring harlotry. 

28 But, oh ! for me how goad near God to bide — 
Fur refuge, Master, Lord, in Thee to hide— 

And to record Thy works with praises wide ! 
We cannot know dxfs gom/nesa unless we ttwm Wm «K <"»' Xt&mJ®* <* li «*&«* 
of /fim rs evil. 



PSALM 74- 

CONl'lDKNCK IN GOD'S NAMF THROUGH LONG CON- 
TINUED I'ICKIODS OF OUTWAKD DISTRESS 

Mourn for the withdrawal of God's outward tokens not com- 
piainingly, but humbly and penitently. 

The Church of to-day is still the Church which Jesus redeemed. 
To do a kinsman's part to us, He died upon (he Cross, We must 
claim Him as our Kinsman and Redeemer, thankfully sharing His 
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sufferings. Think how He battled in loneliness against all the 
powers of evi! which assailed Jlim. Refuse not to battle against 
like assaults. 1 [e is with thee. 

Cod's truth is ever sure. Varying watchwords may be set up to 
disparage the Creeds of the Church. The mark of the beast may 
seem to have obliterated the mark of Christ's Cross. Fear not. 
Amidst all the evils of Christendom, Cod will not suffer one of His 
little ones to perish, lie humble. Bewail the devastation of 
Cod's sanctuary. Bewail the mischief which thine own sinfulness 
brings upon the spiritual fabric. The loss of outward glory and 
power would matter little if our sins did not enfeeble the spiritual 
action of Christ's liody. 

Our dulness holds us back from Cod's Love. Outward per- 
fection, if we bad it, would intoxicate us. Cod lays us low in very 
love. See His power though all be weak. Look to be among His 
redeemed ones in His glory. Else shall thou be among His 
adversaries in the day when He is manifested glorifying His 
Church with all perfection, 

Solomon's temple was a type of Christendom. The "thicket" 
carries the mind back to Abraham's sacrifice. The ram was 
caught in the fence of the law. That thicket is cut down that the 
jam may be set free by Divine acceptance. So also in the Baby- 
lonian devastation. The thicket had to be cut down that the 
Sprout orjudah might arise from the root of Jesse. 

It was said of the old vine, Cut it down, why cumbcrelb it the 
ground? The vine, however, was to be renewed by the Blood of 
the Incarnate Son, whom it fores ignified. Now a corrupt 
Christendom must be cut down that the elect may rise tin in 
spiritual acceptance with Cod. 

THE OUTWAKU WEAKNESS OF TIIF, CHURCH IN THK 

WORLD 

I 

1 Cod, why dost Thou reject us ever thus ? 

Thy folded flock!— Thine anger smokes at us ! 

2 Think on Thine household gain'd so anciently, 
Thy fail thrighi-tribe, by vengeful power set free, 
Mount Zion, this Thy dwelling call'd to be ! 

3 Lift high Thy steps to these perpetual heaps : 
The foe through all Thy shrine rude riot keeps. 

Tie detin/a nee from iigypt w«i the net a/ tin Dhinc Coet. 
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4 How roar th' oppressors through Thy chambers now, 
Their signs the only signs which they allow ! 

5 Surely it seem'd as when men lift on high 
Through some thick wood their axes' industry. 

6 These now, intent to lay her sculptures low, 
Wield saw and hatchet, dealing many a blow. 

Xe it is when tie cant of I he day takes the ptace fij tie articles of faith. 

7 Thy sanctuary give they to the flame, — 

Profane to earth the House where dwells Thy Name. 
'6 " Down with them all " 1 — Such was their hearts' command. 
They burn all Codhcad's chambers in the land. 

The Chmrli heated its a mere cartily institution in defiance of Cod s Stimt- 'far 
true dwelling-place of Hods Name is tie f'ody of C iris t. 

9 We sec no more our signs once held so dear ; 

No prophet-voice of promise do we hear : 

None with us knows bow fang we have to fear, 
to O Cod how r long must vile reproach be borne, 

While still the foe treats Thy grcal Name wilh scorn ? 
1 1 Thy I land, Thy Right Hand, why dost Thon recall ? • 

From 'midst Thy bosom, make an end of all ! 

Tie Divine ministry seeming to be poive r-tess amidst tie mat. Christ is tic Rigit 
Hind of Cod, and vicri He conies hack from tie Father's ftosnm tie ivitl destroy 
A rttiehrist. 
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But Cod from ancient times 1 own as King, 

In earth's abyss salvations fashioning. 

THOU by Thy strength didst once the sea divide, 

Didst break the dragons' beads upon the tide. 

THOU hast Levi'thans' heads asunder riven,— 

llim to the desert hordes as food bast given. 

Christ saves hy gaing doaon into tie lower parts of tie earth. If is death is a pledge 
of safety to tie Cliarci when sic is laid tow like Him. 'flic emphatic T HOU is nine- 
fold. 

1 5 TH OU mad'st a cleft 1 A fount, a river, rise ! 
THOU diiedst up the channel's full supplies. 

16 The day belongs to Til ICE : To THEE the mghi : 
THOU wilh the sun hasl firmly fixt the light. 

17 THOU hast set up all borders of the earth 1 
Summer and AuUimn THOU hast plann'd their birih. 

"I'he moan is tie tight-beater attendant upon tie sttn. So I lie Churei with Ciriit. 
tl/oan and Cfintxtifnmfyji.it although seeming to suffer deeay sj times pass by. 
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The foe's reproach — be mindful, Lord, of this ! 
The foolish people scorn Thy Name of bliss, 
rg 'Neath the beast's rage let not Thy turtle die ! 
Forget not Thy sad beast eternally ! 

20 Regard the cov'nant ! Earth's dark nooks we ace 
Are simply fill'd with homes of cruelty ! 

The Church is the turtle ,fW. Oppressed us she is, she seems t.> he a inert: heist 0/ 
the earth, hut she is <:.i,/'s heast, ana" nil her sufferiue members ate His, 

21 Let not the crush'd one dread confusion's days : 
Th' afflicted and the poor Thy Name shall praise. 

22 Rise, God, at length in Thine own cause to strive : 
Mind the reproach the fool doth daily give. 

2 3 Forget not Thine oppressors, how they cry, — 
Thy clam'rous rebels' howl which goes up constantly. 

PSALM 75* 

THE TRIUMPH OF KIGElTEOUSNIiSS IN ETERNAL LIl'E 

To tht PrcmUoT, " Destroy Not." A Psalm of Asaph. A Suits; 

Whatever be the destruction around, the faithful must give 
thanks to God. 

This Psalm is a " Destroy Not ! " As the trilogy " Destroy not" 
(57-S9) spoke or Christ upon the Cross secure against His foes, 
triumphant in the grave, so this Psalm speaks of the heirs of eternal 
life while outward things seem to be in ruin. Our souls must 
magnify the Lord for His presence with us in the covenant of grace 
who will be the Judge of all, when the dispensation of earthly 
powers is passed away. 

Cod here announces Himself to His watchful saints as being 
ready to appear in judgement. In Ps. 58. we saw the ungodly 
taunting Cod because His judgement was delayed. This Psalm 
speaks of the final judgement. All the people of the world are to 
be judged. 

* This Psalm is commonly referred 10 i|uile fate rimes by modern critics, tun upon very 
arbitrary grounds. It may have been written afar tlic desolation t,r the Temple by 
Shishak. When he had taken all the fenced cities which pertained to Judah In- took 
away the treasures uf the Lord's House and ofllie Kitty's house. IV 74. niay have basil 
Used by the conRregatiou when they humbled themselves before the l.o,d{a I '.limit. 
*ii. 12). The chambers of God are not 10 he ions! detect as l J osi-Maci_ab™i ryivgtignw 
creeled for man's convenience when the Divine glory uf the Temple was irrei-overnbiy 
lost. They are evidently places of Divine appoint mem, connected with the home of 
prophecy and Divine manifestation. 
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The Powers of Darkness have not yet been cast into the abyss, 
but they will be. Then those who have served the Powers of 
Darkness will be cast into the lake of fire along with them. 

It seems as if some threatening power might arise out of the 
North, which is in Holy Scripture the home of evil powers. 
Possibly Antichrist is here intended. Christ shall smite him with 
the breath of H is mouth. 

As Christ drank the cup of His Passion to redeem us, so must 
His enemies drink the cup of His fury, and then the righteous 
shall be delivered. 

This Psalm presupposes the state of overthrow which is the 
subject of wail in Ps. 74. The gates of hell will seem to prevail, 
but then Cod will interfere with II is Wurd "Destroy Not." 
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GOD UPHOLDING THE CHURCH 

Thanks give we, Cod, to Thy great Majesty ; 
Thanks give we, and Thy Name is very nigh ; 
Thy works record its truth, wrought womlniusly ! 

"Surely when I the great, great gathering lake, 
Myself in equity will judgement make ; 
Earlli and her populations melt at length ; 
'Lis Mine to measure out her pillars' strength. Se/ii/t. 
I said lo braggarts, Cease your boastful scorn, 
And to the wicked, Lift not up your hot 11 ! 
Nay ! Lift not Up your hoi 11 lo boastful height 
With stiffneck'd utterance of abandon'd spite." 



7 No aid can moon or eve, 

Nor desert mountains give. » 

8 Cod is the Judge who sifts : 
He levels ; He uplifts. 

The ilisert In the Xsuth. Help ta Israel aruhisf the Nmthcrn Oppressor tcmn 



The Lord in hand a cup doih store, 
Wrath's spicy wine, full foaming o'er ; 
Surely its dregs while He doth pour. 
Earth's wicked ones drink, drain, and leave no more ! 

The l.0rtfs l r en£?Qttce< 
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10 So I the deathless tale will raise 

To Jacob's God,— the psalm of praise. 
ii AH horns of wicked ones I'll hew ! 

Hut mark the Righteous One I His horns uplifted view 



PSALM ?6. 

GOD VINDICATING UTS COVENANTED PEOPLE 

To the /'/muter. On Ncjp/wth. A Psalm of Asaph. A Song 

JUDAH is the Home of Praise. Israel is the Hero of Prayer By 
praise and prayer God is known. The Psalmist anticipates Isaiah 
in proclaiming God's victory in its independence opon earthly 
weapons. So must we from age to age rise up to the confidence 
of faith. 

Not only in material conflict, hut in intellectual controversy, 
we must not depend upon human power, but upon Divine inspira- 
tion in the use of whatever powers God may give us, whether great 
or small. 

J The brilliance of earthly display is not to compare with the 
,dazzling liyht of God's Presence which scatters the enemy. They 
ifly as frightened cattle before the lightning flash. 

Mount Zion resting in God's Aim ight mess is stronger than nil 
world-powers. 

The enemy think themselves strong, but it is only a dream. 
They wake. They thought they had power in their hands. They 
find themselves grasping nothing. 

God was invoked to rise in judgement (Ps. 74.), He promises to do 
so (Ps. 75.}. Now the judgement is come. The meek are triumphant 
upon earth. 

[Music celebrates God's Presence as the confidence of His 
people. Then again it bursts out to celebrate the overthrow of all 
that is on earth.] 

Those who rebel against God find His wrath more than a match 
for them. His people must praise God accordingly. More than 
that. They must see that they glorify God according to their 
power and their duty. His wrath is not exhausted. He is girt 
with a residue of wrath in manifold ways ready to burst out upon 
all who fail in their vows. If His people do not respond to His 
goodness, that wrath will fell on them with euual fury. 
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GOD'S PRESENCE IN HIS PEOPLE THE TERROR 
OF THE ENEMY 

2 In Judah find we God's true fame : 
And great in Israel shines His Name. 

3 His booth in Salem shall ye see ; 
In Zion shall His mansion be. 

4 The archer's flashes there He foils — 

Shield, sword, and war's destructive toils. Sehtft. 

God glorified in NU Saints. 

5 Thy Eight more brilliant is than hills of prey ! 

6 Spoil'd be the puissant-hearted enemy 1 

In slumber lost they lie. 
Those forceful men grasp nought but vacancy ! 

7 Great Jacob's God ! Before Thy thrall 
Chariot and horse all helpless fall ! 

Cod r6w=nw6 with clouds, as it it-erc, the iright XUli af IL.mit, /&* twr&uithig 
MUs. The puissance *f tie ttei&tf-wertd opposed te the heavenly $His*mm. Ihc 
powers of man helpless in His presence. 

8 O Thou ! How dread Thy form 1 

Who then can stand when bursts Thine anger's storm ! 
g From heav'n Thy sentence sped ; 

Earth saw, all hush'd in dread. 

10 God rose and judgement gave, 
The meek of earth to save. Seluh. 

Earth's tenor at the iuanifistaiii<>c of Cod. 

1 1 The wrath of man shall own Thee now ; 
Girt with exhaustless wraths art Thou ! 

12 Vows to the Lord your God be spread I 
All round, bring gifts to Him, the Dread ! 

13 Princes' proud breath lie snaps away, 
Dreadful to kings of earthly sway. 

PSALM 77. 

PREPARATION TO FOLLOW CHRIST AS REDEEM INC. 
US FROM THE WORLD'S OPPRESSION 

7'u the Prei tailor. Qnjfdittkun. A Psnl/ti of Asaph 

CHILD of man, let it be thy very life to cry out continually to 
God- as thou are taught to say— "Our Father." Think of (In- 
voice of the Incarnate Son rising up in the midst of His sufferings. 
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This Psalm leads us on lo the Exodus. Then the nation of 
Israel was born by the institution of the Mosaic polity. The 
Exodus intimates a greater Birth, the Incarnation of the Eternal 
Son in the seventy-seventh generation from Adam. 

God's purpose is changeless, however long delayed. Thou must 
experience the weary trial if thou wouldst share the consolation. 
Think not that (iod withdraws His compassion in anger. See that 
thou withdraw not thyself from Ilts compassion in stubbornness. 
" 1 1 is my own infirmity ! Yes ! Both the fretfulness and also the 
sin which necessitates the long delay I " 

The Exodus was a memory to cheer the sons of Jacob and 
Joseph. Much more must Calvary cheer thee? The way of Hod 
is in holiness, lie conquers death by dying. He will carry thee 
through the great water floods to eternal life and pardon. Israel 
passed through the waters in the virtue of the L'aschal Lamb. A 
greater Redemption is thine. The Son of God is the Father of 
thy new life. Earthquake and thunder told of Israel's new Birth 
at Sinai in covenant with God. The convulsions of a mightier 
universe unseen belong to the travail pangs of earth when the Son 
of God passed through the grave out of this sinful world, providing 
a true Divine regeneration for His covenant people. Those travail 
pangs are still going on, while the organism of the Body of Christ 
is being perfected for the final regeneration. Mis treadsngs are 
invisible, but His guidance is sure. 

TDK 5FCKFT 1'KITARATION FOR GOD'S A1TKARANCF 

2 Godward my voice ! Yea, loudly let me wail I 
God ward my voice I I lis ear can never fail. 

3 In sorrow's day I to my master sued, 
Willi hands, all night in prayerful attitude. 
My soul refused all comfort ! Sad the mood ! 

4 Mourning I turn to God with mindful moan : 

I muse, but my faint spirit's power is gone! Se/a/t. 

Afan s fongingjttr Hod in fontly dejertinji. 

5 Ah me ! Thou dost not let mine eyelids close. 
In my vexation prayer brings no repose. 

6 I think of days of old, 

The years that to th' eternities have roll'd. 

7 Night's former songs with musing heart 1 mind, 
My spirit roams in cogitations Mind. 

tiis Attpli'SiHess in It is cravings if God knv( hixu 
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8 Must then the Master to eternities 
Reject? And ne'er again well pleased arise? 

9 What ! Has His mercy reach'd its final end— 
His promise ceased— though ages still extend? 

io Has Godhead now forgotten how to bless, 

In anger cutting short His tenderness? Seia/i. 

Tim temptation ti> think ,>fC.«,i <is having deserted hint. 

1 1 Then said I, Mine is this infirmity : 

But think ! The Right- 1 land-years of the' Most High I 

12 Jam's exploits 1 in mind will hold ; 

Yea, I will mind Thy wonders wrought of old. 

13 Thy deeds I'll meditate ; 

And muse Thy mighty exploits to relate. 
I run ffifrrVem ianlitea«BtH mi gwtn >n anicr that Iky may zrfrr,, m e ItofVettr 
v/God in sustaining ami tteit.v-tni: to. 

14 O God, in holiness Thy way is known : 
What Godhead is thus great, but God alone? 

15 Godhead that workest wonders everywhere. 
Thou midst the peoples didst Thy strength declare. 

16 With vengeful arm Thy people Thou didst claim, 

Yea, Jacob's sons and Joseph's, freed from shame. Selnli. 

God '$ wonderful deliverance. 

17 The waters saw Thee, God, in that great night ; 
The waters saw, pang-stricken through Thy mi^ht, 
Yea, the depths trembled in their dread affright ! 

iS The clouds their bulk in drenching downpour gave ; 
The skies with voice ofgather'd wrath did rave : 
Thine arrows on all sides their pathway clave. 

1 g Thy thunder's voice in rolling whirlwinds spake : 
The lightnings o'er the world in brightness brake : 
In wild convulsions how the earth doth shake ! 

20 Thus through the sea Thy way was open'd wide : 
An avenue for Thee through watery pride. 

And still Thine awful heel-prints didst Thou hide. 
At tin Imiarnntinn Safari -fwt" net the I'cd of the Seed of the to.unan. II ittti (i> 
tntiie hh head, jiff heel «u hidden at the RratfW. >> « hidd,:,, Hilt in th* strni^U-i 
of His Chnnh, tt&vafi ftitfd'M, atlfays fit tsrions. 

21 Like sheep Thou led'.st Thy people on their way, 
By Moses' hand and Aaron's, day by day. 

MtttU "iid Aaron -"illji'-'e way to the Helped. 
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PSALM 78. ! 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THK DIVINE COVENANT 

Afcul'il of Amph 

Recall with humble thankfulness the memory of God's wonderful 
works. Of old the people perished because they forgot what God 
had done, and distrusted Him when new changes threatened them. 
Ephraim failed through not rising tip to God. So Joseph and 
Benjamin after him were set aside. Theft God gave His promise 
to David by an everlasting covenant. The promise, sure in itself, 
was, however, conditional to each subsequent generation. Their 
sins delayed the fulfil men t. So the promises of God in Christ are 
sure. Yet must thou be faithful if thou wouldst share therein. 

Consider God's wonders even vouchsafed to the fretful prayer of 
rebels. But if He answered their fretfulness it was with anger. 
Seek not to force God's will, but submit thyself to His Providence, 
that thine own will may be sanctified by conformity to Him. So 
shall thy prayer be full of blessing. 

We must acknowledge our responsibility amidst God's blessings 
ere we can safely enjoy them. Israel failed of worshipping God 
|n the wilderness. The newly circumcised Israel fell into idolatry 
in Canaan. So Shiloh became a curse. The ark was taken captive. 
Its sacred ness spoke out rather in awe than in love. God punished 
the heathen for their profaneness. He punished Israel also. 

Ps. 77. spoke of deliverance. Ps, 78. speaks of that deliverance 
being perfected in spite of man's sins. Earth could not rise to 
God. God comes down to earth by a sure promise to David. 

That promise was to expand in heavenly power. No earthly 
Zion could satisfy its scope. In singing this Psalm we must rise 
up to the Heavenly Hill where the Divine Shepherd leads His 
flock. 

THE DISCIPLINARY GUIDANCE OF GOD'S PliOI'LE AMIDST 
THEIR REBELLIONS 

1 Hearken, my people, to the law I bring ; 

With outstretch'd ear list what my mouth shall sing. 

2 My mouth in parables I open now : 
Riddles of old shall in my speech o'erllow, 

3 The things which we ourselves have heard and known, 
Things which the records of our sires have shown. 
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4 These from our sons we hide not in our days, 
To future time recording the Lord's praise, 

II is prowess and the wonders of His ways. 

Ilhtery ami nature arc full nfpanMcs, 

5 Yea, He in Jacob raised a witness sure, 
And set a law in Israel to endure, 

With strict injunction to our sires of yore 

To show their sons its words of doctrine pure, 

6 That future time, sons freshly born, might learn, 
Rise and record, to leach their sons in turn. 

7 So these their confidence in ( '<od shall set, 
And Godhead's exploits never shall forget, 

But His commandments keep for memory yet ; 

8 Not stubborn rebels like their sires to be, 
A race whose heart still lark'd stability, — 
Their spirit dealt tow'rds Godhead faithlessly. 

9 The sons of Ephraim, arm'd, an archer host, 
Turn'd back when battle's summons tried their boast. 

to They would not keep the covenant of ( iod, 
But wandering from His law, perversely trod. 

] 1 Yea, they forgot Mis exploits wrought of old, 
The wonders which He made them to behold. 

'/'In' ttuiy i\f ' luinilinit ifowti the itt\ tinny nfiriifs lilt'itsine*. Our fntt/e-t'.i titti i'v '7 

V'firtting lit ilttrSt'fc'i'S. Kftllnitltl Is nitttltllf its lt'fitl*Si.'Hft'tr£ /srnel until ihtrfti Ifvn 

clmxufK 



I lis work in wonder to their sires appeal'd, 

There in the land of Egypt, Zoan's licld. 

Me clave the sea, and led them through the deep, 

And piled the waters as a solid heap. 

In form of cloud by day He led them on ; 

And alt night through in fiery light He shone: 

There in the wilderness the rocks He clave ; 

And copinus drink as from deep lakes He gave. 

He made full torrents from the crag to flow : 

In gushing streams their waters downward go. 

bll mt 'wilfulness of hi -nt I. 'I 'lie fie ^jUltllit Tki g ift nfitiatir at I Find' atnt 
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Tu, 
Kttrfesh. 



17 But still 'gainst I lim their sins they multiply, 
In that dry land the Highest to defy. 

18 There in their heart ihey tempted Godhead's ire 
In asking food to fill their soul's desire. 

VOL. II. S 
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19 Tims did they murmur against God. They said, 
Can Godhead in this wild a table spread f 

20 Behold, lie smote the rock and water gush'd ; 
The sudden streams iti drowning fulness rush'd, 
But can He furnish bread to meet our need, 

Or here with flesh 1 1 is starving people feed ? 

21 Thus heard the Lord ! Forthwith His fury brake, 
Fire blasted in Jacob for the sinners' sake, 
Anger sprang up, that Israel might quake : 

22 For when God spake they will'd not to believe, 
Nor His salvation trustfully receive. 

23 He issued orders to the clouds above : 

The doors of Ileav'n were open'd by His love. 

24 He rain'd upon them manna, thus to eat ; 

The corn of Hcav'n He gave them round their feet. 

25 Thus man the bread of puissances did eat. 
He sent then) down abundant .store of meat, 

26 He made the mighty east-wind move through Heaven, 
And by His strength the southern blasts were driven. 

27 He rain'd on them like dust the flesh they sought : 
Birds like a cloud of seaside-sand He brought. 

28 He brought and 'midst their camp the creatures fell, 
On every side around them where they dwell. 

29 They ate, till sated, with a wild excess : 
Their long'd-for food He gave in copiousness. 

Ma a na a ml g u.i its. Sb uth-cast wlrsii/r am GuJJ '0/ A kaha. 

30 Then ere from longing they had turn'd aside- 
While yet for food their mouths were open'd wide— 

31 Then did God's anger rise against their host ; 
He slew of those that hail been fatted most, 
Humbling the choicest sons of Israel's boast ; 

32 But, for all this in added sins they broke, 

Nor would believe though loud His wonders spoke ! 

33 So He consumed their days in empty breath, 
Their years, to pine away in swoon of death. 

34 He slew them thus, and then they sued anew : 
They turn'd and made their morn with Godhead true. 

35 They bore in mind that God their Rock must be, 
Godhead most High, their own Avenger He. 

A <l<titt/i of pmltencc. 
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36 But with their mouth in flattering guise they wrought, 
And with their lips 'twas only lies they taught, 

37 And stilt no firmness did their heart possess, 
To keep His covenant with faithfulness, 

llaiii by tke Mnwriles to te the central verse «/ the J'saller. \ 

38 But as for Him, compassion is His Joy, — 
To purge iniquity, and not destroy. 

39 His anger turn'd I le backward many a day, 
Nor roused His wrath in wild, destructive play. 
He call'd to mind that only flesh were they, 

A spirit going hence, that cannot stay. 

40 Oft in their wilds to rebel strife they broke, 
Constant in that waste region to provoke. 

41 They tempted Godhead thus again, again, 
And Israel's J | () |y One they put to pain ; 

42 They did not call to mind His Hand, the hour 
When He mleenrd them from th' oppressor's power, 

43 The signs whi.h He in Egypt once had made. 
In Zoan's field the marvels He display'd. 

44 He turn'd the courses of their Nile to blood, 
Streams all un drinkable, a putrid lluod : 

45 He sent the fly, in hungry myriads found, 
The frog to spread destruction all around ; 

46 I le gave their harvest as the locust's spoil : 
The sateless grasshopper consumed their toil, 

47 Their vines He smote, with grievous hail o'erthrown : 
Their sycamores with pelting ice broke down, 

48 He gave their cattle over to the hail : 

And the forked (lashes made their flocks to quail. 

"/■«/ (<r fain," literally, fhey crm/Jit.t, ** mnritd wit A ,1 iwij. 
it A plague. in,i plague. tlh plague. ,tti plague. 
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49 He sent on them His anger's scorching blast, 
Fierce wrath and foaming rage and sorrows vast : 
Such evil-angel plagues on them He cast. 

50 Thus makes He clear a track for anger's glance, 
Sheltering their soul no more from death's advance, 
But gives them pris'ners to the pestilence. 

5 J Ail Egypt's eldest born He smote at length, 

Amidst Ham's tents, the first -fin its of their strength. 

$itt jilagrt. . 1 vtth phi.v tt 1 . 
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52 Then, shepherd -like, His people thence He leads, 
And in the desert, like a Hock, He feeds. 

53 lie led them trustfully : no fear arose : 

The sea through which they passed, o'er whelmed their foes, 

54 He to His hnly border brought them on, 

Yea, to the hill His own Right Hand had won. 

55 The Gentiles from their face with power He drave,— 
With measuring line and lot the birthright gave : 
Thus were their tents a home for Israel's tribes to have. 

In (/lis place the mountain is the whole of the premised land, In earthly sketch 
a lowland, but to the cry of faith the Hill of God. 

56 Then, rebels still, they tempted Cod most High,— 
Kept not His testimonies faithfully — 

57 But slipp'd, and, like their sires, with treachery came,— 
Turn'd like a bow that falsifies its aim. 

58 With their high places they provoked His ire, 
And with their stone-gods roused His jealous fire. 

59 God heard : and bursting wrath in torrents fell : 
Yea, He refused His people, Israel. 

Idolatry under the Judges. 

60 So spurn'd He Shiloh's chosen dwelling-place, 
His tent of dwelling midst our mortal race. 

61 He gave away His tent to captive scorn, 
Hts beauty in th' oppressor's hand to mourn ; 

62 He gave His people over to the sword, 
And on His heritage His wrath He pour'd. 

63 The fire devour'd the sons that were their pride : 
No songs of greeting rose to bless the bride. 

64 Slain by the sword, their priests in battle felt, 
Nor could the widows weep in Funeral. 

The ark taken captive ft om Shiloh. Xhiloh gitm over to profanation because of 
Israel's sin. The fire of war. 

65 The Master rose, like one from slumber springing, 
A man of might, with wine's glad frenzy singing, 

66 The proud oppressors smote He in the rear- 
Gave them reproach eternally to bear. 

67 Then Joseph's tent He bade (lis wrath refuse, 
Nor would He Ephraim's tribe for glory choose. 
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68 Then Judah's tribe He chose wherein to dwell, 
Yea, Zion's hill for love unchangeable. 

69 He built His sanctuary like heav'n on high, 
Like earth establish'd to eternity. 

70 He chose His servant David to remain, 

And look him froni the sheep-folds there to reign. 

71 From following ewes wilh lambs He brought him near, 
To feed His people Jacob with due care, 

Yea, Israel, His birthright ever dear. 

72 Even so he fed them with a perfect heart, 
And guided them with hands of matchless art. 

Messiah is Adonat, the strong man rising front the steep of the grave. The at t re- 
stored to Kirjathjearim. Ephraim set aside judicially, not arbitrarily. Jna'a'i chosen 
for ever. The natural laiv failed as Ephraim's tribe 7l>ere proved unworthy. tttltC 
chose David with the ptomiie of the Dh-ine Seed. 7 hat promise is unchangeable. 



PSALM 79- 
TH E '['EST OF PERSEVERANCE 
A Psalm of Asaph 

THESE three Psalms {77., 78., 79.) seem to set before us the Incarna- 
tion, the unfaithfulness of God's people, the desolation following. 
They may be used of the Church collectively, or of the individual 
soul. 

The Powers of Darkness, as the fowls of the air, devour the 
corpses of God's servants, souls now dead, once consecrated to 
God in Divine life. The beasts of the land, our earthly passions, 
tyrannize over us. Our blood should be hallowed by the regenera- 
ting blood of Jesus. It is poured out like water, as if it were a 
common thing, because we live as if we were common men, forget- 
ful of our new life in Christ. 

Yes ! we are in Jerusalem, the communion of saints, and yet 
live as if our home were in the world ! Yet we have been buried 
with Christ. If we die to Him, we have none to bury us. Our 
corruption is left for all to see. The world reproaches us wilh being 
no better than the unredeemed. God's Name thus suffers prof;i na- 
tion through us. 

How long? God waits for thee. God's jealousy is not vindiclii e. 
It is retributive love. He cannot punish thine enemies until ihuii 
humble thyself in penitence. 
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Do we desire for Christ's Kingdom to come? Hasten His 
coming by catling forth His presence in thine heart. Let God 
hear thy cry as a true bondsman bewailing thine absence from 
Him. 

The seven-fold glory of the Spirit shall he thine. 

Hut if thou neglect it, the seven-fold reproach due to God's 
enemies will fall upon thee. Avenge God upon thyself, and God, 
who has conquered thy tyrant, will call thee to the eternal thank- 
fulness of His glory. 

THE PENITENT RACE APPEALING FOR VENGEANCE 

God, how the Gentiles tread Thy birthright down, — 
Defile the holy Temple Thou dost own, — 
And leave Jerusalem in heaps o'erthrown ! 

2 Heav'n's fowls upon Thy servants' corpses feed ; 
The beasts of earth make flesh of saints their greed? 

3 Blood round Jerusalem like water shed ! 
Yet none for burial waits upon the dead ! 

4 Our state-— while neighbours with reproach abound- 
Left a lewd laughing-stock to all around ! 

Present calamities. Appeal to Cod. 

5 How long, Lord, wilt Thou show Thy constant ire, 
Thy jealousy ablaze tike wasting fire ? 

6 Pour wrath on Gentiles where Thou art unknown, 
Kingdoms where none Thy Name 1 of glory own, 

7 For these have eaten Jacob in their haste, 
And laid his homestead desolate and waste I 

To feel tlw wi Kthf til jxnvcr of God's Name is to feel the hope of restart! lien. In 
the despair of the lost the Name of Cod is unknown. We must feel it in proportion as 
site liste by it. 

8 Remember not our sires' iniquities ; 

Haste 1 Let Tliy tender mercies greet our eyes ! 
In utter weakness lost Thy darling lies, 

9 O Saviour God I help* for Thy glorious Name 3 ! 
Rescue * ! Purge out " our sins ! Thy Name 3 we claim. 

God sees the pint; nit afar off, and inc must see Him enuring to meet us in the 
Person of Christ. The threefold Name. 
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"Where is their God ?" — The Gentiles mock : but why? 
Make known before the Gentiles in our eye 
Thy vengeance for Thy servants' bleeding cry ! 
O let the bondsman's sobs before Thee rise ! 
Now with the greatness which Thine arm supplies 
Claim the lost race, ere the last remnant dies. 

Insolence of the Enemy. 



12 Pay to our neighbours' bosom seven -fold cost, 
Their vile reproach, at Thee, the Master, tost 1 

13 So we, Thy people, we, Thy flock most dear, 
Will still with thanks eternal hail Thee near, — 

14 And still record Thy praise, for future times to hear. 

Cry far Vengeance. 



PSALM 80. 

PENITENTIAL DESIRES AWAKEN ED 11 V THE MEMORY OP 

SAINTS 

To the Precentor. Upon Lilies of Testimony. .1 Psalm of Asapk 

TFIE "lily" Psalms (45., 69., 80.) speak of the Incarnation, the 
Passion, the expected Divine Redemption. 

The Psalmist here goes back in memory to the times of Rachel's 
supremacy. This is done in no spirit of ill-will to David, hut he 
knows that the (rue David is not yet come. He looks for the Son 
of Man typified by Joseph. That Son, though born of David's line, 
triumphs by a greater inheritance than that of David. He is the 
Son of God after the Spirit of Holiness. God will strengthen with 
His own Divine life the Son whom He will bring out of the E^ypt 
of the world. The Church of Messiah is the true Rachel, the 
well-beloved. Her spiritual children shall be owned afresh by 
incorporation into the Son of David, when the mere carnal sons 
of David's promise shall fail through unbelief. David's promised 
inheritance is not set aside but glorified, by His great descend ant 
embodying in Himself the ancient glory of Rachel's predestination, 
according to the heavenly fulness, of which ber natural offspring 
were the primary type. 

The lilies of the Molten Sea and of the two pillars, Jachin and 
Boaz, tell of the cleansing penitence and the established strength 
where willi God accepts us. The Beloved will come to gather 
lilies. Among the lilies He feeds His (lock (Cant. vi. 2, 3). Alas ! 
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how is the vine wasted, and the lily is among thorns. " Beware 
of the little foxes winch spoil the vines." The clay shall break 
and the shadows shall flee away. 

God will visit the stock which He lias planted in the covenant 
of grace. David's predestination did not empower him to be the 
Restorer of Israel. David himself failed through earthlincss. 

David's flesh and Rachel's love shall be gathered up in the 
Incarnate Son of David, the Well-beloved, from eternity. The 
Son of God shall come in the flesh to be the Restorer of the 
eternal covenant, tie comes lo bring no mere earthly restoration, 
but resurrection to eternal life, by incorporating the faithful into 
Himself. 

THE SON OF GOD, THE RESTORER OF THE VINE OF 

ISRAEL 

2 Shepherd of Israel, now to us give heed, 
O Thou, who Joseph as a flock didst feed, 
On cherubs throned, in dazzling light proceed. 

3 Where Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh, rest, 
Stir up 1 Thyself, in might made manifest, 
And come a to us, in saving glory blest, 

4 O God ! Restore us ! * Let Thy Face with light 
Shine forth, 3 and we shall find salvation's might. 

The camp of Joseph westward tif the ark in the wilderness. 



5 Lord God of hosts, how Song by anger hid 

Dost Thou with smoke Thy people's prayer forbid. 

6 Thou giv'st them nought but tear- bought bread to eat, 
And for their drink a bowl with tears replete. 

7 Thou mak'st us as a prize for neighbours' strife : 
Our foes with laughter taunt our luckless life. 

8 O God of hosts ! Restore us I * Let the light 
Shine from Thy Face and bring salvation's might. 

Slrtoke r the sytnhol of Coifs wrath, t\s the bright fire is p/ His Lore. 

9 A vine from Egypt once Thou didst remove, 
And ih rusting Gentiles out, didst plant with love. 

to Thou clearedst ample room before her face ; 

And, rooted well, she filled the earth with grace. 
n See how the hills beneath her shadow rest ; 

Iter branches climb the cedars Godhead-blest ! 
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12 Mcr produce to the western wave she shows ; 
Her suckers reach where the great river flows, 

13 Oh ! Why then dost Thou thus her fences break? 
See all the passers-by ! What spoil they take ! 

14 The forest boar comes rushing to uproot : 
And all that roam ihe fields devour her fruit. 

[5 O God of hosts ! Turn unto us, who pine ! 
Regard from Mcav'n ! On us thy gaze incline ! 
Visit with constant love this wasted vine, — 

1 6 The stock Thy Right Hand planted, once well- grown, 
The Son Thou madest strong to be Thine own. 

17 It lies a fagot heap, laid waste by fire ! 

Yet shall -they perish when Thou look'st with ire ! 
iB The man of Thy Right Hand, Thy Hand shall claim. 
The Son of Man, so strengthen^! for Thy Name. 

19 Then shall we not turn back from following Thee, 
Thou mak'st us live ; Thy Name our hope shall be. 

20 Lord God oMiosts ! Restore us ! c Let the light 
Shine from Thy Face and bring salvation's might ! 

As the ground is clean* 0/ stones he/ore planting the vine, to ihe Gentiles tire 
driven out he/ore Israel. Tlsc Vine, feminine asabstmet humanity. It germinates 
in Messiah, the .Son whom Cod would send into the world. Enemies waste the Viae by 
Cod's permission, hut they will themselves he destroyed 



PSALM 81. 

GOD'S GIFTS HELD BACK &V IHSOBI-DIKNCK 

Jo the Precentor. On Gittith. Amph's 

ISRAEL'S PftSchfll Song must stir a deeper devotion in us than the 
children of the Old Covenant could know. Of old God went forth 
to slay the Egyptians. Our Easter triumph tells of the overthrow 
of Satan and an Exodus into the heavenly glory of eternal life. 

The Word speaks indeed a language which the earthly heart 
knows not. We must be taught by the Holy Ghost to sing this 
Psalm with understanding. Away with earthly desires and strange 
Gods. Heaven is our home. Cod, our Father and Redeemer, calls 
us. Let His words abide in us, and we may ask what we will and 
it shall be done. 

Wonderful forbearance ! Still God calls though we are so dull. 
He who has so loved us loves us still and wants our love. Look 
up to the hills where the corn of Heaven grows for thy nourish- 
ment. Bees sent by Him fill even the barren rock with sweet food 
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gathered from gardens far and wide. He gave Himself to be 
swallowed up of the eater, and He whose love is stronger than 
death is the Sp.ntual Rock which provides for thee in His own 
sep^ehre, the sweeter sustenance, full of all heavenly delights where 
by thou mayest partake of His merits and have thine eyes opened to 
follow Him as He goes forth conquering and to conquer 

God called Moses into the cloud. God has provided for us a 
beuer Med.a.or He requires us to glorify Him, the Incarnate 
Word, by proved faithfulness in the supernatural life which He 
gives. We must cling to Him as our only God. He makes us to 
ascend, bnngs us up out of Egypt, lifting us up with Himself upon 
the Cross, ra.smg us from the dead, uniting us with His own self- 
oblat.on as our Burnt- Offering so a s to ascend to Heaven. The 
Burnt-Offenng was literally « the Ascender." Thus He « makes us 
to ascend » from the land of Egypt, so that we may receive all our 
prayers having been brought nigh to God by the blood of Christ 
we are His offspring, the branches of the heavenly vine. 

THE DIVINE CALL TO ISRAEL AS THE FIRST-BORN 
REDEEMED FROM EGYPT 

Chorus 

2 To God, our Strength, with ringing voice, 

To Jacob's God, with shouts rejoice ! 
Lift up the I'salm ! The timbre! bring ! 
Sweet-sounding harp, and psaltery's string ! 
At new moon sound the trumpet's call, 
At full moon, for our festival ! 

/'asciat/oy a pledge #f future deliverance, frvtatfy Pasiirper. 



4 
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To Israel this decree was shown, 
Judgement by Judah's (kid made known. 
He gave to Joseph witness sure, 
Driving through Egypt's land of yore :— 
I hear a lip unknown before. 

Tie Piahtiist suddenly hears Gort'i voice. 

God S/teaks 

" I eased his shoulders from the freight ; 
His hands forgot the basket's weight. 
At sorrow's call I set thee free : 
I spake from thunder's secrecy, 
Still at Meribah proving thee. 
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9 Hear, people, what I witness well ! 

If thou wilt hear Me, Israel, 

10 No alien Godhead shalt thou own — 

To no strange Godhead bow thou down. 

11 The Lord, thy God ! 'Tis surely I, 

From Egypt's land who brought thee nigh ! 
Make wide thy mouth ! I'll grant supply. 

12 My people heard not when I spake ; 
Israel of Me no heed would take. 

13 I left them to their hearts' self-will, 
In their own schemes to wander still. 

14 What if My people would but hear — 
If Israel in My ways drew near — 

15 Soon on their knees their foes I'd bring- 
Thick blows on their oppressors fling. 

16 See ! The Lord's haters cringe in vain, 
But these eternal welcome gain. 

17 Fatness of wheat their food shall be, 
Rich honeyed stores I'd raise in rocks for thee." 

The toil of the brhkyant. Deliverance demands nhediemt. IMnntiedieiice drfayt 
firedesiinatfan. 

I'SALM 82. 

DIVINE PREDESTINATION WORKING OUT OUR I'ROIIA 
TION IN ALE THE RELATIONSHIPS OE EIl'E. 

A r$alm of Asaph 
Ps. 81. was God's voice speaking to His First-born, redeemed 
from Egypt, restoring the vine (l's. 80.). Now God warns them 
that they have forfeited their right to be Ills First-born. 

God delays, but He will come, When He comes to avenge His 
people will they recognize Him? They want Him to smite their 
enemies. But I lis people must know Him before He tan avenge 
them. The sheep know the Shepherd's voice, lie will test them 
whether they are living true to that covenant of love whereby they 
hope to be avenged. If they are not true to that covenant lie 
cannot give them its benefits. Arc they loving all men as they 
hope themselves to share God's love? Are they oppressors? 
Oppressors must perish with the oppressor. None but the loving 
can live by God's love. If they are to gain life by His love, they 
must be acting towards all men in conformity with it. 

Gtod will not help us contrary to truth and justice. He makes us 
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promises. We must fulfil the conditions. We are to be as Gods. 
We must be like God. Adam desired God's wisdom. Lucifer 
seems to have matched his power against God. The Divine 
supremacy which God's children must seek is the supremacy of 
love. Love is the life of justice. Justice is the lifeless image of 
love. Power must be used by tove in helping the needy. Other- 
wise it is a curse. Wisdom is the law by which love acts. Wisdom 
without love were only folly. Wisdom teaches us to recognize God's 
image in our suffering brethren. Unless love is acting in our 
weakness by wisdom, wisdom must bold back the Divine love from 
acting towards us in its power. 

The Jews used their power against the Son of God, because He 
came as a poor man seeking their love. If we fail to recognize 
Him in weakness, we call down upon ourselves the vengeance of 
His power. , 

They were called to be God's children. The Son of God's Right 
Hand came to restore the Vine of Israel. No one but the Son of 
God could raise them to be partakers of the life of God. Me came 
with the message of God's tove to those who had loving hearts. 
They should have Divine life. But those who lived for self could 
not receive Divine life. They set aside justice in dealing with a poor 
man, not knowing that He was the Son of God. It is just that 
they should perish, for they have rejected the love, the life, of God. 

God's love comes now to call the nations of the world. Are we 
living true to the image of God's love, one towards another? If 
not, then that love must repudiate us. Otherwise God will have to 
set His own wisdom aside. He cannot love that which sets love 
aside. It were the folly of love to love that which repudiates love. 

We must love God apart from all thought of God's power. 
Otherwise our love is only a selfish desire of what God's power will 
grant. Hence it was morally necessary for us that the Son of God 
should seek our love in the utmost form of weakness. That is no 
true love which loves God for any other reason than His own 
inherent goodness. 

"Which of you convinceth Me of sin ?" 

" Many good works have I showed you of My Father." 

If we do not love Christ unless He does great things for us, our 
love must be empty and false, lie showed His love by suffering. 
We must show our love by suffering. 

Divine life was promised to the Jews. It mpmed a Divine 
Messenger. They would not believe in His Godhead for they 
saw His weakness. They lost the promised life, 
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This Divine life has been given to us as members of Christ. We 
must remember that God is love. To fail of love is to cast our 
Divine life away. We must love the suffering. We must love 
them by suffering for them. We must love God in spile of suffer- 
ing. We must love to suffer for God. Unless in our daily conduct 
we fulfil this law of love, we cast away that covenant of love which 
is eternal life. 

THE DIVINE JUDGE 
The Heavenly Court 

1 See God enthroned with Godhead all around ! 
In very midst shall God, as Judge, be found 1 

Gad judging tttnn in the ordinary relations of life. 

The Divine Cmittiumd to judge the Poor 

2 " Malice your judgement code? How long? 
Still partial tow'rds the wicked throng? Setait, 

3 Nay ! Jud^e the weak ! The orphan hear ! 
Th' afflicted, destitute, make clear ! 

4 Rescue the weak, the poor indeed ! 

Free hint from wicked grasp of greed 1 

Psalm 41, spoke of the hhs\rJtiu& ttf seeing L'ltrist in littpcmr. l*snim 3/, sjkfldbi t'l 
■ he eurse of despising the fiuot , 

Israel forfeiting the Divine Sonshif) 

5 "Ah ! none discerns ! Ah 1 none can know ! 
In darkness walk they to and fro. 

All earth's foundations shake ! Their power laid low ! 

fsniefs Doom 

6 " I said, Gods are ye, one and all ! 
Sons of the Highest by My call ! 

7 Yet shall ye die, as Adam fell, — 

As one from princedom, fall to hell t" 
Lucifer felt. Aitor/f ttrtti, httt tie retcived the promise of Redemption - 

Messiah irn'okftt to tithe Sovereignty of the Gentiles 

8 Rise, Cod ! yea, come to judge the earth ! 
Heir to all Gentiles, claim Thy glorious birth ! 

A li nations are culled to the pr*nni*L of Divine life. 
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PSALM 83. 

SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD WHICH IS LEU TO 
PERISH IN ITS SUCCESS. 

A Song. A Psalm of David 

TROUBLES must strengthen our prayer not in hopeless terror but 
by quickening faith. 

The world hates God. Whatever we suffer at their hands must 
make us love God more. Loyalty without love is worthless to God, 
who is love. We must have love proved by endurance. 

The tribes here mentioned seem to point to the enemies as 
having a religious element, but a false one. Edom and Ishmael are 
the carnal Jewish heart. The sons of just Lot are the leaders, im- 
plying a religion of sensuality, corrupt itself, although based upon 
high claims of morality, but setting God aside. The Philistines, the 
strangers, from Egypt and the Tyrian merchantmen perhaps re- 
present philosophies incorporated into the faith. Asshur is the 
great world power. Christ will triumph over the intellectual foes of 
the times of Antichrist as He did over the heathen powers in the 
days of early martyrs. As Sisera, and Oreb the raven, the symbol 
of nature's darkness, and Zeeb, the wolf, of Roman Empire, Zebah, 
the bloody "sacrifice" of superstition, and Zalmunnah "the dark 
hills" of demon-power, perished, so will those perish who think to 
take to themselves what God has given to His Church, the home- 
steads of faith. 

The jews will be converted amidst the convulsions which God's 
power will effect in the last days, and probably bring with them, as 
of old, a mixed multitude of those who were enemies to the faith. 

We must not be surprised at having to encounter hostility. 
That is the very condition of our triumphing over Satan. We must 
pray for our enemies. The ultimate victory is certain. "This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." 

THE OVERTHROW OF GOD'S ENEMIES 
The Appeal far God's Word 

2 O God, no longer silence' be to Thee I 

Not hush'd, 5 not heedless 3 let Thy Godhead be I 

3 For lo ! Thy foes their fretful murmur spread, 
And they that are Thy haters, lift their head. 
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4 Conjoin'd in craft, Thy people they would snare, 
And 'gainst Thy hidden ones their schemes prepare, 

5 Come, say they, root them out no folk to be ! 
Let Israel's name be lost to memory. 

God's silence would cease fiy the Incarnation. Then the Word itiouLi come, ivttasc 
coming to the prophets was only external and preparatory, " JVot to fie a nation ar 
gens." The world treats God's people as a mere Gentile unit, it does not recognize 
their distinctive supernatural character as the family of God, 

The Gathered Hosts of the Enemy 

6 How with united heart in schemes they rage ! 
'Gainst Thee, in covenant join'd, their ranks engage. 

7 There Edom's tents and Ishmael's sons are seen ; 
See Moab there : see there the Hagarene I 

8 Gebal and Ammon there, and Am'lek's host, 
Philistines with the troops from Tyrian coast ! 

9 See midst them all how Assur joins the fight t 

So lend they to Lot's sons an arm of might, Sel<th. 

10 Ho Thou to them as once to Midian's ranks, 
As Sisera, Jabin, fell by Kishon's banks. 

1 1 At Endor were they utterly consum'd, 
As dung upon the soil, ignobly doom'd. 

[2 Like Oreb, Zeeb, destroy them, chiefs and all ! 

Like Zebah and Zalmunnah let them fall ! 
13 List to the plund'ring pride their words have shown : — 

" The homesteads God hath claim'd, we'll make our own." • 

In the time o/Jehushaphat Jahasiah, an Asaphile. encouraged the profile* 



The Resistless Power of Gods Judgement 

14 Let them in rolling restlessness be borne, 
As driven stubble by the breeze uptorn ! 

15 As fire devours the forest with fierce glare 
As flame licks up the hills till they are bare, 

16 Ev'n so pursue thein with Thy whirlwind's play, — 
With sweeping tempest drive them to dismay ! 
Be withering scorn upon their faces pour'd ! 

17 So let them learn to seek Thy Name, O Lord. 

* The victory over Midian is the ehosen type of Messiah's victory (Isa. ix. 4). It was a 
special victory of faith. The victory over Sisera and the Canaanites was a victory of 
Divine power, hut not to the honour of Israel's general, because he was wanting in faith. 
We must co-opcraie with Cod in faith if we would share the glory of His victory. He 
W'ili triumph whether with us or without us, 
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God to be Glorified by the Homage of His Enemies 

18 Shame and dismay on all their legions pour, 
To blush with shame and perish evermore I 

19 So let them learn, O Lord, Thy Name to own, 
Thou over all the world most High, yea, Thou alone ! 

The concluding verse shows what the Psalmist intends by the confusion nf his 
enemies* It is their conversion* 



FSALM 84. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF ABIDING IN CHRIST 

To tki Prtcetitor. On Gittilk. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah 

The exile of" earth longs for the heavenly home. The former 
thirst had more sadness in it. Ps. 42., the weariness of being on 
the deadly side of Jordan. Here the "swooning" contemplates 
not the present sadness, but the joy of the Divine Home, the 
sweet dream, the reposeful reality of the Divine Presence 
Chamber. 

In saying this Psalm, have I a real desire, such as can be 
kindled by its inspiration ? The thirst amid the toils of earth 
tells of nature's need. The "swooning" in delightsome expecta- 
tion is the ecstasy of grace. I must die to all that would bind me 
to earth, if love, pure love, manifold love, all-absorbing love, is to 
shine out before me and draw me to the heavenly rest. True love 
to God is responsive to the love which comes from God. It 
partakes of the strength of God. It nourishes with the life of 
God. It enlarges the faculties lo reach out after the greatness 
of God. 

The servile soul may look to Heaven for strength in the fulfil- 
ment o( earthly duty, but the loving soul rises out of the very 
anguish of earth's struggle to the transporting vision of the home 
so far away, and yet lo faith so near, where the true treasure is 
safely stored. The heart and the flesh lift up to God a ringing 
cry of joyous confidence, entrusting to His fond care all the issues 
of present painful experience ; and in the Divine glory of Christ's 
meritorious intercession, the exhaustion of this world's travail is 
transfigured into the thrilling welcome of His embrace. 

[The music of the interlude steals upon the ear, as if the doors 
were opened in Heaven, to let us share in the endless Halleluyali 
of the saints.] 

The happiness in which they are gathered animates the pilgrim 



PSALM 84, 



289 



with expectant joy. The joy of the Lord which is the remuneration 
of the far-off land is the strength of the way as we progress to it. 
We here, and they there, are all one in Him. Christ is the man 
" whose strength is in God," for He is God. He is the Head of the 
Body. He is the Heart also. All in Him are of one Heart, and 
so there are highways in the manifold Heart of the One Man. Each 
of us is led by an individual discipline. Christ is the One Way of 
life, wherein all arc combined, and all live in the Unity of His love. 
We must live in the joy of that Heart. We must know its sorrows 
in the "vale of weeping," and feel the glow of Almighty Love 
which comes to us on the way of sorrows from Him, our Head, 
who is exalted now at God's Right Hand, and draws us to 
Himself, 

So do we find streams of mysterious blessedness springing up 
from the dry earth whereon we tread. The life of suffering must 
be a life of prayer. Christ pleads by His Holy Spirit in His 
suffering members, as He pleads for all by the merits of His 
Passion on the Heavenly throne. Showers of blessing come 
down. So are we strengthened to go forward on our way. That 
toilsome journey docs not wear away our strength. Nay! Christ 
is formed within us, so that we are strengthened more and tnore, 
until we come to the manifestation of God's Presence, to be per- 
fected in His likeness by the Beatific Vision. 

The Lord God of hosts, the source of life, the object of worship, 
to all who live, is waiting for our individual perfection. He hears 
our prayer. He is the God with whom Jacob wrestled in prayer 
and prevailed. While we are on our journey, we must wrestle. 
His answer shall not fail. 

[The music expresses the happiness of the pilgrimage on which 
God's blessing abides. Nevertheless, the pilgrims are passing 
through a dangerous country. 

Jacob after his blessing saw Esau coming with an armed force. 
So now Ps. 83. told of Edom and his allies coming against the 
Divinely chosen people. God's blessing must not give us false 
peace, but strengthen us for the encounter of faith.] 

We are strong, because God is our Shield. We call upon Him 
to behold, not us, but Christ in us, "the Face of His Anointed." 
This is our security against the assaults of the profane. The "joy 
and peace in believing" arc the fruit of God's Holy Spirit. 

Happy it is to wait all night at the door of God's House! 
" Until the day break." We are strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth. 

VOL. II. T 
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THE DIVINE SONSHIP 



O how good it is to open the gates of the sanctuary, morning 
after morning, until the great Morning comes, when they from 
within shall suddenly open to us and call us, "The Bridegroom 
cometh ! Come yc to the marriage ! " 

God is our Sun, the centre of light and power. God is our 
Shield against all assaults of the enemy. 

"Happy is the Man that tntsteth in Thee." It is the eternal 
joy of Christ, glorified in all His members by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It is our joy as belonging to Him, trusting in Him 
as our Head, knowing the love of Christ which passed i knowledge, 
so that we are filled with the fulness of God. 

THE JOY OK GOD'S HOUSE 

The Happiness of Grace 

2 How manifold with love's pure light 
Shine, Lord of hosts, Thy mansions bright! 

3 For the Lord's courts my soul with sighs 
Swoons sadly, — heart and flesh with cries — 
Bidding the living Godhead rise. 

4 Yea, here a bird finds home most blest, 
The swallow finds herself a nest- 
Here lays her fledgeling cares to rest— 
Thine altars, Lord of hosts, of homes the best. 

My king, my God, confest ! 

5 O happy they who to Thy Mouse helong, 

Thy praise their ceaseless song ! Se/a/i. 
The soul oft/ie J'salmist is the bird pining for Cod, but ei'en here on earth finding 
its repose in the incarnate Sai'iour ivhose Body is God's Temple. 

The Happiness of Discipline 

6 Nappy the man whose strength Thou art ! 
What highways are within their heart ! 

7 These, as through Baca's vale they tread, 
Make the dry earth a watershed. 
Blessings all round the rain doth spread ! 

8 With growing force in march they move, 
Till God in Zion shall approve. 

9 Lord God of hosts, attend my prayer ! 

Thou Cod of Jacob, hear ! Se/uh. 

CT Beracliah in connection with the rie/oiy to which the preceding I 'satin seems 
to belong. 
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10 O God, our Shield, look down ! 
Regard the Face of Thine Anointed One ! 

1 1 Years bring not joy as in Thy Courts one day, 

On threshold of God's House I'd choose to stay, 
Rather than range through tents of wicked sway ! 

12 For sun and shield is God the Lord : 
Grace, glory, from the Lord are pour'd. 

He crowns the perfect walk with full reward. 

13 O Lord of hosts, our song shall he, 
Happy the man that puts his trust in Thee ! 

The one day of eternity. The only place in which Cod is called a Sun. t'.rncr In 
the pilgrim ; glory to the per/eel. 

The Elohistic Psalms began with the cry, "My soul is atliirst for 
t;od." They close with I's. 84. The wanderer appears before 
God in Zion. He who is the living (iod Incarnate presents His 
Church as partaker of His own Divine life and consciousness. 

This Psalm therefore closes the series by asserting the true 
Divine character of the Covenant of Jehovah. 

Christ is the Door of the Divine life. The faithful, the true sons 
of Korah, enter in. The very bosom of God is the Home to which 
they attain, who made their earnest cry for home when they were 
in the humiliation, the land beyond Jordan, the valley of the 
shadow of death. 
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T11F DIVINE FAVOUR ASSURED TO US 

7b the Precentor. A Psalm of the Sons of Kerah 

Till; Jehovistic series of Psalms begins again. We praise the 
Covenant Lord for renewed grace to His chosen land. His Church. 
If we have kept the door, which is Christ, how must we rejoice to 
be admitted into the fuller vision of His covenant, lie calls us 
to enter in and rejoice in the freedom into which our captivity has 
been changed, 

"This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." The 
benediction rests upon us as I lis members. 

[The music tells of sin forgiven.] 
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The Psalmist asks for conversion of heart so as profitably to 
accept the renewal of grace. 

"God our Saviour." If God is to turn to us, we must turn to 
Him. Christ effects this double turning. He turns us to God by 
coming to us in God's Truth, "Grace and Truth." Human 
nature using God's gift of love so as to love God Himself, which 
without the gift of the Holy Ghost, we cannot do ! 

In saying this Psalm, realize that Christ is the true Mediator, 
all sufficient, being both God and Man. 

The Word of Cod comes in the flesh. Listen to Him. He is 
our Peace, but we must not turn back unto perdition, The angel 
of God's Presence must be reverenced as bearing the Divine 
Power and Majesty, however hidden. 

Our land is the Mount Zion of Cod's covenant, of which Cod 
says, Here will 1 dwell, fie turns to us to dwell for ever. The 
Godhead and the Manhood are never to be divided. 

The righteousness which shines forth from His Face must 
transform us, so that we may be like Him, walking in His steps. 

THE COVENANT OF TRUTH 
The Divine Promises fulfilled 

2 Lord, on Thy land Thy pleasure smiles once more : 
Now dcign'st Thou Jacob's captives to restore. 

3 Th' iniquity we mourn Thou dost remove. 

And all Thy people's sin dost hide in love. Selah. 

4 Thy streaming wrath Thou wholly dost restrain, 
And from Thy scorching anger turn'st again. 

Jacob who wrestled with Cod may halt fur a season, but his Messing fs sure. 

Prayer for Conversion so as to accept Them 

5 O wholly turn us, God of our Salvation ! 
Break off from us Thy spell of indignation ! 

6 Wilt Thou be angry with us evermore, 

And stretch Thine anger out while times endure? 

7 Wilt Thou not turn— ev'n Thou —to make us live? 
For to Thy people Thou true joy shalt give. 

8 O make us to behold Thy mercy, Lord ! 
On us let Thy salvation be outpour'd. 

The I'm gum renders (his, " Turn ta its,'' Goi{ turns us ty turning to us in as to 
dwell in hi- 
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The Word of the Lord bringing Salvation 

9 I list what Godhead speaks,— the Lord above! 
Peace to His people, bound in saintly love." 
These must not turn in foolishness to rove. 

10 Nay ! His salvation bides with them that fear, 
Thus in our land shall glory dwell to cheer. 

(tffif entires in the Jtesh, The Word Incarnate is lite ohjcci of God's delight, and 
He is ike voice of Cod speaking peaee to man by the gijt of the Holy Ghost 

Cod and Man Reconciled by the Incarnation 

1 1 Mercy and truth in loving concord greet, 
And righteousness and peace with kisses meet. 

!2 Truth joyous from the earth shall heav'nward grow, 
And Heav'n's own righteousness look down below. 

13 The Lord with plenteous goodness shall renew, 
And earth responsive yield the increase due ; 

14 Righteousness in His presence shall proceed, 
And makes His steps the way for men to heed. 

PSALM 86. 

TIIK DlVINIi STRKNGT11 COMFORTING US 

A prayer of David 

Almost entirely a cento from preceding Psalms. A summary of 
David's aspirations. So let it be of ours. 

"Adonai," a specially Messianic title, occurs seven times. 
According to the Jews, access to Jehovah was through Adonai. 
We may use this name here in the power of the seven-fold Spirit, 
enabling us to speak as members of the elect Servant to Him as 
our Head, and through Him as our Mediator. 

The Servant is Cod's true Saint, the Saint of saints. 

He is our mouthpiece. We are in His Body, not losing our 
personality but sharing His life. We cannot act nor speak save 
as His life in us enables us, but it rests with ourselves to use the 
power of life which lie rommunicates. 

His mediation extends to all nations. The three-fold mention 
of Cod's Name points to the baptismal covenant. The new-born 
are to glorify Cod's Name. Adonai has delivered us from the 
depths of Sheol. 

The elect Servant is the Seed of the woman, the handmaid of 
the Lord, that is, Jiuman nature assumed in its abstract form. 
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Personally He is the Servant, but He did not derive His Person- 
ality from a human source. He brought the Godhead into flesh. 
We are partakers of the manhood thus renewed by His Incarnation. 
So can we also serve in newness of spirit and not in the oltlness 
of the letter. 

He who has begun the good work will perfect it in us. He 
gives the Holy Ghost to be the Help and Comforter of His 
people. 



THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST AS THE HEAD OF 
NEW COVENANT 



THE 



Prayer for Comfort to the Afflicted 

Stretch forth Thine ear, O Lord, and answer me ! 
Afflicted, poor, 1 wait in misery, 
a Keep Thou my soul, for as Thy saint I rest : 
O save Thy servant, Thou, my God all blest ! 
Only to Thee my trust can be exprest ! 

3 O Master, lei Thy grace upon me fall, ■ 
For I throughout the day to Thee would call. 

4 O let Thy servant's soul in Thee rejoice : 
Master, to Thee my soul uplifts her voice. 

5 For, Master, Thou art good, with pardon free, 
In mercy rich to all who call on Thee. 

6 Lord, let my prayer find in Thine ears a place ! 
Hark to my voice, so oft uplift for grace. 

7 In sorrow must I call on Thee above, 

For Thou dost answer with unchanging love. 

Messiah^ f>tc0trtittg partaker of out- Anufiiiatitt/i, pteadsfor recognition as the elect 
& etna n t of Je Ao7<aa* lie is the Saint as being separated lints Gfld in ttJVC, " AdonaV* 
occurs seven titties in this i's/r-frj/. 

Divine A {mightiness 

8 None midst the gods is tike Thee, Master mine ! 
Unmatch'd Thyself, as all the works of Thine ! 

9 All from all earth— the Gentiles thou hast made — 
Shall come with homage to Thy Presence paid. 
Thus, Master, shall Thy Name ' be aye obcy'd : 

to For Thou art great -Thy work in marvels known : 
Yea, Thou in very deed art God alone. 

1 1 Show me, O Lord, the way that Thou dost bless : 
Then in Thy truth I'll walk with watchfulness- 
Yea, with sound heat I Thine awful Name* confess. 
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12 Master, My God, heart-thanks I'll give to Thee, 
And glorify Thy Name :l eternally. 

13 For great Thy mercy is which rests on me : 
My soul from nether Sheol Thou hast set free. 

Alt the Gentiies are to be gathered into tlod's covenant. 

Appeal for Gods Interference itgainst the Wicked 

14 God I see the proud ! against Thee how they rise ! 
They seek my soul in troop'd ferocities. 

They set not Thy great throne before their eyes. 

15 Thou, Master, Godhead, tender, gracious found ! 
Thine anger halts. Thy mercy, truth, abound. 

16 O turn to me Thy face ! Thy grace bestow ! 

O make Thy servant now Thy strength to know ! 
And to Thine hand-maid's son salvation show ! 

17 O work with me some sign of good unblamcd ! 
My balers then shall see and be ashamed. 

Re Thou, Lord, as my Help, Thou as my Comfort named. 

The opposition of the world, which trusts in self-, not in Getd. The Sent of the 
■woman was to triumph. The weakness 0/ the flesh is of the hutnati nature, if is 
Dhtitie Person is Almighty. The Cross of outward weakness is the sign of inherent 
povter. 

PSALM 87. 

THE JOY OF THE COMMUNION OK SAINTS 

Psalm eftht Sons of Korah. A Hong 

The pilgrim looks up for the help and comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
and beholds the throne of Messiah established upon the Holy 
Hills. This is the true Zion. The gates of hell cannot prevail 
against the gates of the Heavenly City. The dwellings of Jacob 
amidst the vicissitudes of earth cannot equal this consummating 
glory. 

The Catholic Church is not founded upon hills of llashan. 
Zion's earthly lowliness is seen rejoicing in her Divine prerogative 
upon the heavenly height. Messiah's Godhead is the foundation, 
the Divine Rock, sustaining all. lie builds upon Himself the 
glorious city which will appear in the end, having Himself as the 
Lamp of Light filling all with lustre {Rev, xxi. 23). 

In the next Psalm lie breaks His way through the gates of 
death to this eternal throne. The city has the glory of God. 

[The music pours forth the fitting homage.] 
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Nations of the earth have passed away, becoming incorporate 
in the One Mystical Body of Christ. It is not a national aggrega- 
tion, but an individual regeneration. This Psalm is a Psalm of 
welcome to each of the faithful. The Old Priest said a Nunc Dimittis 
leaving the earth. Now the Divine High Priest welcomes one 
by one those who are reborn to Heaven. It is the Good Shepherd 
calling His sheep by name. 
[The music celebrates the joy of the Redeemer's welcome.] 
We must long for that day of perfected regeneration while \yg_ 
sing this Psalm. The King invites the multitudes, as they have 
drunk of the brook of sorrow, following Him upon earth, to share 
the ecstasy of heavenly delight, rising up to enter into the joy of 
Himself their Lord. 

THE REGENERATE LIFE OF THE CITY OF GOD 

The City founded net ttfon Earth but upon God 

His Home is stablish'don the Holy Hills. 

2 Loved of the Lord, see Zion's gates rejoice 1 
Above all Jacob's dwellings, these His choice 1 

3 What words of Glory celebrate Thy fame, 

City so blest, which God delights to claim I Selah. 

The glorious promises 0/ Golf to Zion fulfilled. 

The New Birth in Christ lifting Man out of all Antecedents 

4 Rahab and Babel I memorialize, 
Philislia, Tyre, and Cush, my votaries, 

"This was horn there," — a voice of welcome cries. 

Hostile nations brought into the covenant, fcgypt and Babylon ; the two world 
Pinvers. Mankind. Commerce. Bodily welfare. One by one tve are born again into the 
covenant Individually they have to forget their own people t and so be new-born into 
the Heavenly City. 

Regeneration an Individual Gift 

5 Tell Zion, man by man, a new-born race I 

He, the Most High, makes firm her changeless grace. 

6 The Lord whose writ the peoples' names must bear, 
Records how truly this too was born there. , 

Anthem of Heai'enly Exaltation 

J In whirling troops of dance how swells the song 
The springs of all my bliss to Thee belong. 
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PSALM 88. 



CONFIDENCE AMIDST THE PAINS OF DEATH 

A Song. A Psatm of the Sons of Koiah. To the Precentor. On Mahalath- 
Leannolh. A Maskil of Hentan, the Ezrahile. 

The vision of the glorious city is followed by the plunge into the 
darkness of the grave. That vision must strengthen us to follow. 
So when Stephen saw Heaven opened he commended his spirit 
to Jesus whom he saw welcoming him. " Death cannot separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." This 
Psalm is not despondent. lie who has trodden the winepress 
alone upon earth, now looks for the Divine interposition to set Him 
free by death. He has conquered. Upon the Cross He now 
claims the fruit of that victory. 

His soul has borne all the antagonism of the enemy. Men 
think Him conquered. They suppose that He is cut off like the 
rest of men. Not so. God sends Him into the pit of darkness. 
There He must accomplish God's work. There He is a free-man. 
More than free. He is a Conqueror to set others free. There 
was no despondency in Gethsemane. Nor is there here. Neither 
must we allow ourselves in despondency, however much we may 
feel God's anger against sin pressing upon us. We do not in fact 
begin to despond until we begin to lose our sense of the personal 
holiness and love of God. Abstract fatalism brings despondency. 
The more we feel our sin, the more we feel the security of God's 
tender care. It is only thus that we can pass safely through the 
deep waters. God makes one way of Exodus for us, and that is by 
walking straight forward in faith, knowing assuredly that He will 
bring us safely through the deep. 

So here we must notice the emphasis of the words "in the night 
—before Thee." We should pause between the words. They can 
only be adequately rendered by an additional sentence. "The cry 
goes up by day. Not only so, by night. Yes : for there is no 
darkness to hide from Thy love." " Let my prayer come to Thy 
Face," revealed to us in Christ, ever present to His all-holy Soul. 
He calif to be heard, that the Father may save Him out of death 
(Heb. v. 7), that is the subjection to death which belonged to His 
life upon earth, [from which there was no Exodus but by dying]. 
So with ourselves. We have to thank God who delivers us day 
by day out of the death which is our natural condition as sinners 
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(2 Cor. i. ro). "Our life is touching upon Sheol," that is the 
natural condition of the soul after death, receiving its due penalty. 
Christ's soul was touching upon Sheol not by penalty but in 
mysterious self-oblation. His Divine life was inalienable. There- 
fore He could not know Sheol as a place of death. We have to cry 
out, as having a Divine life which may be forfeited, " Suffer us not 
through any pains of death to fall from Thee." "A man, a warrior 
lhat hath no strength." It is not merely a man whether high or 
low, but a strong man that He seemed to be, and now they think 
His strength is gone. He seems to be a Samson blinded and 
only fit for mockery. So we may seem to be, while yet we know 
thai God who has delivered will deliver. We must never allow 
ourselves to feel as if God had forsaken us. We may forsake Him. 
Though we touch upon Sheol with our fleshly nature, tasting 
death, as our Lord Himself tasted death, nevertheless, if we are 
in Christ, we shall not see death with spiritual vision. Christ 
tasted death all the years of His earthly life. Dying filled His 
soul with the sweetness of Divine refreshment, for which He 
thirsted. So be it with us ! Oh that we might taste death more 
in penitence, feel how we are touching upon Sheol ! Then shall we 
not go down into the pit, but shall rejoice in the life of our Father's 
welcome. 

In truth, death to those who are in Christ is freedom. " Free 
among the dead," like a slave liberated from the bondage of earth. 
Or it may be, " let loose," as if no longer of value for earth's service. 
The double meaning gives the double view of death — what it 
seems to the world and what it is to the faithful. 

Christ was wounded for our transgressions. Shall we refuse to 
be wounded for His love? 1 he world mocks at us if our religion 
does not make us thrive in the world. We must rather count it 
joy to be wounded in any way for Him. Those wounds are the 
marks of the Lord Jesus, wherein we may glory. 

The world can only regard them as the wounds of sin. The 
real wounds of sin make the world glory. Men think themselves 
triumphant when Satan wounds their spiritual life. Their very 
slavery to sin makes them fancy that sin's wounds are tokens of 
aggrandisement. 

The world scorns the faithful who will not be wounded hy sin, 
but are thankful to be wounded for sin, knowing that the healthful 
wounds of the Cross bring the freedom of immortality. 

Blessed are the wounds of a friend, hut sad indeed are the wounds 
of those whose whole life is of earth, so that they lie in the grave 
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"far from God's remembrance." Death cuts them off from God's 
Hand, but Christ commends His Spirit into the Hands of t.od, 
and wc only know death as taking away that which separates us 
from God's embrace in Christ. 

God had appointed Christ for the nethermost pit among trie 
darknesses and depths, lie was not to go down as the victim o 
darkness but as its conqueror. All the spiritual powers of evd 
must admit Him, for He is the Lord, mighty in battle, lie dues 
not go down in submission to a Providence which He could not 
avoid. He goes down in accordance with the Father's appoint- 
ment, but by His own will. All men have to bear the pressure 
of the pains of death by reason of their sin. He willingly en- 
countered death, lhat He might lift up the burden which would 
have been too heavy for us to bear, had not His saving Hand made 
the way clear for us. 

Christ says emphatically-" Upon Me how heavily doth 1 hy 
wrath press!" It is because He has taken up the burden of 
man's sinful race. Hy His Incarnation He took up the whole race 
and its whole burden, tf we cling to Mini He will carry us safely 
through the final death-struggle, and the pain of death shall not 
hum us The sinful flesh will drop off. None fail or His re- 
demption because Christ has left some spiritual enemies urn 
conquered. Cling to llim, He will carry thee safely through the 
lifelong battle. We must not (all back under the domui.on or Ihe 
foes from whom we were set free. There is no subsequent 
redemption available for any if they refuse the day of grace 

"Thou hast afflicted me with all Thy breakers." I he Psalmist 

sets before us the image of a strong man swimn.mg in a stormy 

sea It is not that God seeks to drown Him by raising up a 

storm against Himself individually. Rather must we think or 

the Father watching llim as He goes forth upon His appointed 

task to rescue man's perishing race from the wrecked vessel when 

none but He could save them. The idea is as of a father watching 

his son in the performance of a perilous feat of heroism. His glory 

is to be vindicated against rebels! Safely must be provided f»i 

those whom Me desires to have rescued from their grasp I lhe 

breakers the sufferings with which Christ contended, are not 

abstract difficulties, the anguish of impersonal pain. The breakers 

here are the personal powers of evil raging around the vessel ol 

humanity. Jesus leaps into the whirlpool, safe as having the life 

" God' rejoiced to behold His Son battling with these powers. 
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He knew indeed that by reason of the Godhead lliose powers 
could not touch Mis life, but when lie saw the humanity struggling 
against sin with all that intensity of suffering which showed a 
hatred of sin equal in the Uivine haired of it, then Cod saw that 
the work of creation was justified. Had there been any suffering 
in the struggle with the sinful [lowers, whose hateful bulk had not 
broken upon the Incarnate Saviour, then there would have been 
some "residue of wrath" wherewith God hated sin in which Christ 
had not attained to co-operate. The Seed of the woman was to 
conquer the serpenl, and therefore all those breakers of evil in 
which the madness of that spiritual sea tosses itself in boastful 
rebellion must dash upon the Deliverer ere He can say that His 
work is finished. 

[The music representing the storm sets forth the violence of His 
spiritual struggle.] 

The I'sahnist now turns to the consideration of human antagonism. 
The Seed of the woman was lo feel the enmity of the seed of the 
serpent, and not merely the spiritual malice of the serpent by 
individual assault. 

"God lias [nil His acquaintance fat from Him." Not by 
providential interposition but by the moral law of nature. It is a 
law of nature that the sinful being must shrink from the Holy 
One, This is a necessary condition of Christ being truly one with 
the Father. " Ye neither know Me, nor My Father," 

We have to remember now, that "the friendship of the world is 
enmity against God.' 1 Kven His nearest kin thought He was 
beside Himself. At His betrayal they all forsook Him and (led. 
He was "shut up" in His own Personal Being, and of ihe people 
there was none with Him. "I cannot get forth.'' There was no 
Exodus for this solitary Man, the God-Man. All earth was a 
prison-house, and all its inhabitants were absolutely strangers to 
His Divine Personality. Only one way of Exodus was before 
Him. That door of life was death. 

His Body, though not liable to death, was exposed to the suffer- 
ings which belong to mortal man. His eye was wasted with His 
bodily Passion, Alas ! have we any sense of sin correspondent 
with this? We are too apt to feed the eye with that which 
ministers to our evil nature. His Soul was occupied crying unto 
God all the day. Although the Divine life was His by indissoluble 
unity of Person, yet would His Human Soul have been incapable 
of union with the Divine life, had not His Human Will continued 
in unceasing prayer. This clinging of the Human Nature in its 
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dependence was the necessary correlative of the quickening power 
bf the Divine Nature in its sovereignty. 

The Cross follows. " I stretch forth my Hands unto Thee." 
This is the consummation of the Personal oblation, spiritual dark- 
ness, human isolation, bodily exhaustion, unceasing prayer, lifting 
Up upon the Cross. 

We must take up our Cross and follow Christ, not with the self- 
deceiving hope that a half-hearted intention will avail with Cod, 
but with a perfect readiness to have the intention acceplcd in 
whatever form of sacrifice God may appoint. We must shrink 
from no suffering, if we would reach out in loving sacrifice to Cod. 
The soul contemplates the Cross. Can it be that there is no 
triumph to reward such a life of devotion? The Human Soul of 
Jesus rises up to the wonders of the reward which has always been 
present to His consciousness. "For the joy that was set before 
II im, He endured the Cross." Nevertheless, wonder is an element 
of human nature, and ihe Divine glory so far surpasses all created 
possibility of experience, iliat even the Soul of the Incarnate Son 
cannot contemplate the glory without wonder. Without such 
wonder there would have been no capacity of receptivity, for there 
would be no merit. Without this ihere would be no intelligence, no 
exaltation, no remuneration. He has finished the work which the 
Father gave llim to do. Now it is for Cod lo fulfil His promise. 
11 Wilt Thou ihcn perform wonders for the dead ? Shall the 
shades rise up? O shall they thank Thee?" 

He came to conquer Satan anil redeem mankind. Is this work 
not lo be accomplished upon the outer globe amidsl living men? 
Arc the dead to feel its power? St Paul says, He is declared to 
be the Son of God with power by ihe resurrection of the dead. So 
here. He cannot contemplate His own individual Resurrection 
apart from that of 11 is faithful people. He was not merely a Man. 
He became Man, and therefore all mankind that are 10 have hope 
in God must have that hope through Him, and so shall they share 
in II is reward. 

Yes, He was a Solitary upon the earth. He is to vise from the 
dead as the Head of n new race. And not only now shall ihe 
prisoners of hope rise along with 1 lim, but in future time none can 
share 1 lis glory but I hose who have died. 

He that ascended is the same that descended first into the lower 

parts of the earth. His dealh is the first slep of His gluiifkalton 

in Heaven. We 111 us l die in order to lea in what il is to live in II im. 

[The music celebrates here the accomplishment of the Passion of 
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Christ in its human rel at ion ships, whereby He draws mankind after 
Him with (i mighty Hand of redeeming power.] 

Having carried on the mystery of redemptive struggle to the 
moment of the Resurrection, it remains for the Psalmist to conlcm- 
plate that wonder. Recognize this as an act of mercy and faithful- 
ness — mercy because man had forfeited ail right to any renewal of 
life, and faithfulness because this eternal life was the original 
covenant made with man. In the Prnteuangelium which announced 
a conqueror to subdue Satan, this restoration of man was not 
promised, but it was implied. If man was not to rise out of the 
serpent's slavery to eternal life, the overthrow of Satan would seem 
to be purposeless. God's glory would not be vindicated Unless His 
primary intentions when He created man were completely and 
gloriously carried out. The Redeemer must bring Divine Life to 
man who had lost it, and He who would bring Divine Life must be 
Himself Divine. The Seed of the woman must therefore be the 
Son of God, as our Lord said to the Jews when employing' Fs. 82. 
to vindicate His own claim to Divine Snnship. 

Abaddon is a name which evidently points to the Revelation 
where it is used as the equivalent of A poll yon (Rev. ix. 1 1). He is 
the 1'rince of Darkness. The Lord of Life must destroy him. He 
cannot overthrow the faithfulness of God. Redemption is the 
struggle between Christ and Abaddon. Christ has conquered 
Satan here. Now He descends to crush him in his own domain. 
"The land of oblivion " is the land of those " who are remembered 
no more, for they are cut off from God's Hand." So verse 6. Hut 
now God's Right Hand will pluck the faithful even thence. Christ 
is the Right Hand of God. The grave indicates the bodily 
resurrection ; the lane! of oblivion indicates the restoration of their 
souls to life in God's favour. 

Messiah goes thither in the Spirit of Prayer. He is to carry 
out His work of atonement, but prayer is His power, now in His 
triumph, as it had been in His struggle. "As for me, unto Thee, 
O Lord, do 1 appeal, and in the morning my prayer anticipates 
Thee." It is the morning of the Kcsurrectioo. The Divine call 
finds the I'salmist praying with confident expectation in the dark 
abyss. The time is come, but He prays. His prayens the means 
of bringing it to pass. 

"O Lord, why dost thou reject my soul and hide Thy Face from 
me?" In the outset He had cried, " Why dost Thou leave me to 
struggle alone ? " (Ps. xxii. 1). Now He cries, *' Why dost Thou not 
call me near to Thyself, now that 1 have conquered?" It is the 



PSALM 8 8. 



303 



same word as in that Resurrection Psalm of Eucharislic appeal 
(Ps. 43). " Thou art the God of my strength : Why hast Thou put 
me from Thee? Why go I so heavily while the enemy oppresseth 
me ?'' "Why hide Thy Face from me?" His soul was acting in 
the strength of the Divine vision, but He lungs for the complete- 
ness of the human bodily organism, so that His lower nature may 
experience the joy which belongs to Him as the Eternal Son of 
God. 

These verses set forth the intense violence oTthe conflict. Satan 
who has done his worst must now be crushed by the dying Saviour. 
He has been "ready to die" all through life "from His youth." 
Now the moment of death is come. " 1 bear all thy terrors." lie 
has to put forth an energy equal to those terrors. When He has 
done this, they will cease, for their doom is already uttered. The 
serpent's head must be lowered. The next word is found nowhere 
else. Nowhere else could such a crisis occur. The meaning is 
doubtful. It expresses an effort in which human nature loses 
itself. 

We must observe how this struggle is full of will and of activity, 
like a swimmer in a stormy sea, not like one on whom the fires of 
wrath have descended by a superior and destructive power. It is as 
a fireman fighting the flames, not a martyr having to submit to 
them. Messiah has, as it were, to gather up these flames of 
demoniacal fury in which God's wrath burns. He must gather 
them up in His human grasp. He does not now, as during the 
previous lime of struggle, ask to have them taken away. He is 
Master! It now remains for Ilim to hold the strong man bound 
until the limeof His loosing for a while shall come, and then He 
will cast him into the lake of fire. 

The scorching blasts of Divine fury rush over Him. But the 
i'salmist even uses this word of what He has Himself to bear. His 
enemies are scorched by that flame! He, never! He shows His 
Divine life by remaining unharmed. His human nature fell the 
agony of the struggle while He was wrestling with Satan's assaults 
in this world of human enslavement- Now His freed soul acts 
without suffering. He crushes the enemy, as bearing in Himself 
the Omnipotence of God. He knows, indeed, the horror of God's 
whelming fire, but He is the Agent, no longer the Sufferer. He 
says, the floods of Relial filled llim with horror. It is His hatred 
of evil. The zeal of God's House overwhelmed Him when lie 
cleansed the Temple (Ps. 119. 139.). So now, when He is 
cleansing the world, He does it by experiencing the nothingness 



r 



304 



THE DIVINE SONS H I I* 



of created existence in such a manner that He acts simply in 
Divine power. 

Thus does this stanza describe the final single combat between 
Messiah and Satan whereby He crushes the serpent's head. 
Remember, God calls us in some degree to carry on the same 
fight I We must in our measure experience our own nothingness. 
We must feel the same horror of the Evil One, yet be tranmiil in 
faith and love. Querulous controversy shows little faith or love. 

The evil spirits have been round Jesus all the clay, all Fl is life, 
specially during the three hours of Friday's noontide. All His 
earthly friends left Him alone. He bids farewell to all that nature 
might claim as near and dear to Him by earthly association. They 
stand afar off. Hut still the Father calls Him farther away from 
them. He must descend into hell that they may not have to 
descend thither. Now Me is to go where all His acquaintances are 
darkness. Those powers which He has known as His antagonists 
on earth are waiting in their darkness. He, the Lord of Light, 
comes to be their destruction. The faithful ones of olden time who 
waited for Him were held in the tyranny of darkness. lie knows 
them. He is going down to deliver them t Yet is there no ray of 
light in that realm until He descend thither, bj* is the Light. All 
round about Htm are darkness. 

At the end of this Psalm the Soul of the Saviour passes from the 
fellowship of earth into the realm of darkness. Here He was 
hidden in the flesh. Then- He shines forth as the Light of Life, 
the joy of those who looked for Hitn in faith, the terror of demons. 

He descends to crush the serpent's head, fur now the serpent 
has wounded His Heel in the conflict of earth. 

Now He will bind the strong man and spoil his goods, carrying 
captive in joy the faithful whose souls till now were held in Satan's 
bondage. 

In the next Psalm, the Soul of Jesus comes up from the grave, 
resuming His Hody which was in the grave with the voice of thanks- 
giving. 

He the Lord's mercies mine eternal song ! 

TIIE INFERNAL ENCOUNTER OP LIFE AND DEATH 

2 I look to Thee, Lord Clod of my Salvation : 
Daily I wail I Night lacks nut adoration, 

3 O let my prayer into Thy Presence rise : 
Stretch forth Thine ear, to heed my ringing cries ! 

The fountains of grace in /'j. 37. Jltnu from the grave of Christ. Here Messiah 
looks through the darkness of the gtavc to the light beyond* 
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4 Sated with wrongs most sore, how sinks my sou! : 
My life is touching on the shades of Sheol. 

5 Men think me the pit's prey, like all the dead, 
A warrior, whose persistency has fled. 

He leaps inter the pit, seeming Hit other men ta die. 

6 Among the dead a wand'ring freedman now, 
Like those that, wounded, in the grave lie low,— 
Those whom Thou bidd'sl from Thy remembrance go! 
There from Thy I land cut off lor evermo I 

But others die by Divine penalty. He dies voluntarily at Cads command, 

7 Thou sett'st me for the nether pit to hold, 
In darknesses, abysses, manifold. 

8 Thy wrath lies heavy on me, unrelieved, — 

The plunging breakers by Tlty storm upheaved. Sclaft. 

In dying He lakes a full measure of death, lie has to conoiter Satan, in whom the 
wrath ej tiod jinds its full e rerehe. 

9 Thou putt'st them far away that kotow me feere : 
Thou sclt'st me their abhorrence still 10 bear ! 
Close bound in clay, 1 find no exit here. 

10 Mine eye with sad affliction droops away : 

Lord, 1 I cry to Thee throughout the day, 
With hands to Thee extended while I pray. 

His relation to earth. Abhorred of mankind, imprisoned in our natural eru- 
dition . 1 1 'as ted in bodih fain. 

1 1 Say ! Wilt Thou work in wonders for the dead ? 

Shall these rise up and thank Thee,— shades long fled? Sc/n/t. 

12 Say! Shall Thy mercy in the grave be told? 
Shall Thy truth triumph in perdition's hold r 

13 Say ! Shall Thy wonder cheer those dark domains — 
Thy righteousness— where cold oblivion reigns ? 

His death a principle ofresui rcttifn) to them that died before, for He is the Ck'er 
of fig hteousriess. 

14 I, Lord,- to Thee my loud appeal have sent : 
My prayer at morning shall Thy watch prevent. 

r5 Why, Lord, 3 dost Thou reject my soul? And why 

Secrete Thy Face, when I, Tlty suppliant cry ? 
16 Lo, here afflicted, gasping from my youth, 

1 bear Thy pressure with bewildering ruth. 

The Resuneetian ta take place at early morning, restoring His Matihood to i)i;dne joy. 
VUL. IJ, t; 
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17 O'er me have passed Thy floods of scorching ire : 
I feel the horrors of Thy whelming fire. 

18 All day, like waters, they enclose me round : 
Conjoined in hostile circle they abound. 

19 Lover and friend Thou puttcst far away, 

Who are they now that know me ? Darkness they I 

The floods of God's enemies Aave dashed cvtr Him— fin like water. Human 
friends far away, Himself the oniy Light amidst the universal darkness. 
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DIVINE PROTECTION PREPARING FOR THE 
KINGDOM TO COME 

Afaskil of Ethan, the Ezrahite 

We must recite this I'salm as those who have entered with Jesus 
into the darkness of the grave, and are looking for the glory of the 
new life to be revealed in heavenly power. 

Meanwhile we have to bear the reproach as Christ's people. 
The hope of Christ may be sweet in the mouth, but in the belly 
it is bitter. That is no discouragement to us. We know that the 
promise given to us in Christ assures to us the Food of Immortality. 

The promise to David is sure. 

[The music in a firm strain sets forth the changeless truth.] 

The 1 lost of Heaven are watching to see the manifold wisdom of 
Cod accomplished in the Church, lie who redeemed Israel of old 
will deliver us from the tyranny of the Satanic world. We must 
have our own faith stablislied by remembrance not only that God 
can act now as He acted then, but that He is the same God. His 
law of action is the same. What He did then was the very initiation 
of that deliverance which He wi!l work for His people now. He is 
the Lord of the Universe, and will carry out His purposes in a 
universal triumph over evil. v He will not rescue us bybruie power, 
but by righteousness enthroning His people in His own glorious 
life by the power of the Holy Ghost, and by judgement dooming 
the prince of this world and all his offspring to endless woe. He will 
raise His people up by mercy, considering our infirmity, and slablish 
us in security by the eternity of His Truth. 

How we ought to rejoice in the illumination of this glorious 
covenant 1 We have been baptized into the Name of Christ, and 
as " we are made the righteousness of Cod in Iltni," we must take 
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care that our life shows forth the reality. of our utterance by the 
sublimity of nur aims. 

It was the original decree of man's creation that He should attain 
to the likeness of God. It is God's good pleasure that we should 
attain to this. He will exalt us by His living power in the end, 
screening us amidst the temptations of earth, and ruling us from His 
heavenly throne. 

God revealed ihe coming of the Son of David by a vision to 
Nathan. We must accept that vision with perfect faith. His 
unction was to be a heavenly power, the power of the Holy Ghost. 
That power abides upon Him. Cod's Arm supports Him, and us 
also in 1 1 tin, if we live (rue to that power, acknowledging Him as our 
Head. We must not expect that the powers of the world will draw- 
back. They will assail, but they will be vanquished. We mean- 
while have to glory amidst all persecutions and tribulations that we 
endure. This will he "a manifest token of die righteous judgement 
of Cod, that we may lie counted worthy of the Kingdom of ( ,od for 
which we also suffer, 7 ' looking to enter into " rest when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with His mighty angels, in 
llaming fire, taking vengeance on theut that know not God and that 
obey not the gospel Ufoiir Lord Jesus Christ' 1 ("I'hcss. i. 4-8). 

The Church of Christ will go on triumphing horn aye Hi ;igc, and 
we must rejoice to know how, when it is beaten down in one 
country, it asserts itself with Divine life in another mini try. 

Cod acknowledges Christ to be His Son, not by papular 
acclamation, but by His own Divine manifestation. 

We must glory in the inheritance of that life which belongs lu 
1 1 im, the Son, the Incarnate Word, of Cod, We must light man- 
fully against the world, the flesh, and the devil, not by earthly craft, 
but in the power of this imperishable life. 

The warning to us is as sure as the promise to Christ. 

If we draw back from God's conditions, accepting some lower 
law of social reform, and not acting true to the judgements by 
which the prince of this world is condemned, content with our own 
views of religious requirement instead of living faithfully up to the 
requirements of iQotTs Gbuicb as a supernatural institution, then 
we must experience Cod's discipline. 

Alas! as we sing this, how we have to deplore the enilhtiness 
which corrupts modem Christendom, making it so different from 
the age of the martyrs, and necessitating the withdrawal on 
God's pail of those manifestations of Divine power by which we 
might triumph over the kingdom of darkness if we were faithful. 
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There is but one means of rising out of this slaLe of decay. We 
must turn to God with perfect confidence in His abiding covenant. 
Me will surely not allow Mis truth to fail, pledged to the Son of 
David for ever. 

As the sun is the central object on which the planets rest, and as 
the moon shining during the night hears witness that the sun, 
although unseen, is shining still undimmed, so Christ shall reign 
for ever, the true foundation of the Kingdom of Heaven upon the 
throne of God, and the Church upon earth amidst all the variations 
of earthly appearance shall continue during the night-season of our 
present conflict with surrounding darkness. The daylight cannot 
shine in its fulness until the Church is built up in the completed 
glory of the heavenly Jerusalem on high, but no darkness must 
make us doubt God's truth pledged to her. The gates of hell shall 
not prevail. 

[Music follows upon the Divine declaration. As it ceases, the 
Psalmist bows down with humble acknowledgement.] 

He bewails the withdrawal of God's favour. The Church is the 
Body of Christ, but it is subjected now to God's wrath. The 
covenant tokens are no longer visible. The inheritor of spiritual 
power is subjected to earthly domination and contempt. Discipline 
is destroyed. Her secular organization is made a ruin, [A 7 , B. — 
This implies the carnality of the same while it existed, for the only 
place where the word occurs is in the description of Edom, and 
Edom is the symbol of the Judaizing, earthly heart.] What was the 
earthly strength of the Church, now only affords opportunity for 
pillage and an occasion of scorn. Earthly powers tyrannize. 

In this season of decay the sword of the Spirit which was hard 
as a flint is no longer able to strike a decisive blow. The spiritual 
forces of the Church cannot hold up against the enemy. 

This state of things must not make us complain of God's 
discipline, nor despond as to His eventual interference. The 
calamitous state of things must rouse us to efforts of faith. Our 
expostulation with God must he humble and penitent. We must 
lake the fault upon ourselves. We ttiust look up with a perfect 
assurance that this rejection is not a permanent condition. God is 
waiting to he gracious. What is He waiting fur? Surely oitr hearts 
can say I 1 le is wailing to see us penitent. 
Mow long shall this last? 

We call upon Cod to remember what our earthly condition of 
life is. We call upon Him to see the emptiness of our mortal clay. 
Sinners we are, and we have forfeited the sustaining power of 
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Divine life. There is none of us possessing such inherent strength 
as not to see death. It is the doom of all mankind, and no man 
may deliver his brother. 

What are the promises to David. The promises are for a 
world beyond the grave, hut is there to be no fulfilment of 
superiority in this world also. Is the Seed of the woman to'leave 
us in the weakness of our earthly estate? Surely the promise to 
David implies a sovereignty here below, and not only a spiritual 
deliverance hereafter. 

The Psalmist speaks as being himself the king on whom must 
fall the rebukes which are uttered against the kingdom of David in 
its decrepitude. We must remember that we, each one of us, bear 
within ourselves the dignity of Christ communicated to us in our 
baptism. 

We must feel the weakness of our mortal nature, so utterly feeble, 
and yet the reality of high vocation in Christ, the same now as to 
saints who triumphed over the world in the Name of Christ in 
earliest times. While we call God to remember this we must stimu- 
late ourselves to rise out of our natural carnality to His spiritual 
predestination. 

How long ? It is not a question of curiosity or complaint. It is 
the cry of penitence. This degradation must last until we rise to 
the obedience of faith. 

The promises made to our forefathers are fulfilled in Christ. We 
must rise up to the new birth of the heavenly Kingdom, and we 
shall (ind that God has "laid help upon one that is mighty," able to 
help us, to raise us, to carry us safely through death. All life in this 
world is subjection to death, but they who look to Christ shall not 
see death even though they have to t;iste its bitterness. They 
shall be strengthened in the Spirit as they die more and more to 
the world. As they feci the world's emptiness, they rejoice that of 
Christ's fulness have all we received and grace for grace. I (e look 
upon Himself the emptiness of manhood that we might have the 
hilncss of Godhead, He became poor amongst men that we might 
become rich in Him with all the riches of God, The life of the 
sons of Adam is a life of vanity, but our liTe in the Second Adam 
is the glorious life of eternal power as partakers of the con- 
substantinl Sonship. 
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THE ETERNITY OF MESSIAH'S THRONE 

2 Be the Lord's mercies mine eternal snng I 

My mouth show forth Thy Truth all ages long ! 

3 I said, He mercy built eternally ! 

■ Thy Truth Thou niakest firm in Heaven to be. 

The Kingdom of eternal Truth. 

4 A covenant with my chosen have I made, 
Yea, to my servant David sworn and said, 

5 Finn to eternity Thy seed I own, 

To endless ages building up Thy throne. Sdah. 

God 's oath to David. 

6 Thy wonder, Lord, 1 the heavens with thanks proclaim ; 
In saintly throng they tell Thy truthful fame. 

7 Who 'midst the clouds, takes rank beside the Lord* ? 
'Midst Godheads who can image forth the Lord 5 ? 

The heavenly hierarchy. 

8 Godhead in saintly counsel awful found, 
The fear of all that compass Him around ! 

9 Lord, God of Hosts, Great J AH ! In potency, 
Who is like Thee, Thy Truth surrounding Thee ? 

10 'Tis Thou who rulcst o'er the sea's great pride : 
Uplifted waves ! Thou bid'sl them all subside ! 

1 ] 'Tis Thou who crushedst Rahab like the slain ; 
Thy strong arm strew'd Thy foes beneath the main. 

(>td's personal sovereigitty. Ruling the sea. The tieyptian deliverance is never to 
be fctrgotten. It it more than a type, ft is the be /ginning 0/ the final Redemption. " t 
have called My Son out of Rgypt.'* 

12 The heav'ns are Thine : Thine th' earth with every shore 
Thou stablishedst the world and all its Store. 

13 The North, the South,— 'tis Thou createdst them : 
Tabor and Hermon ring to praise Thy Name. 

Creator of ffeai'cn and earth. 

[4 An arm is Thine that bears heroic might ; 

Strong is Thy Hand ; Thy Right Hand rules the height. 
15 Righteousness- judgement— Thy firm seat surround : 

Mercy and Truth before Thy Face arc found. 

Redeemer. 
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16 Happy the people, the glad shout who know : 
Thy Face, Lord, gives them light where'er they go. 

17 All day Thy Name they praise exultingly, 
And in Thy Righteousness are lifted high. 

Regenerator. 

18 Thy beauteous Presence does their strength adorn : 
Thou in Thy pleasure high dost lift our horn. 

19 For the Lord claims our shield in loving ward, 
And Israel's Holy One our King shall guard. 

Man created in Cod's likeness. 

20 Then to Thy Saint in vision didst Thou say : 
" On one of might the task of help I lay. 
Chosen o'er all to rule with lofty sway. 

21 David, My servant, have 1 found and blest ; 
My holy oil on him, as Christ, shall rest. 

22 On him My Hand with firmness shall abide : 

To him Mine Arm shah constant strength provide. 

Messiah x the Son of God. 

23 "Him shall no foe surprise with treach'rous baste, 
Nor son of malice with affliction waste : 

24 I'll pulverize th' oppressors in his sight, 

And dash all those that bate him with despite. 

Overthnno of Messiah's enemies, 

25 " Still shall he find My truth and mercy nigh, 
And in My Name his horn be lifted high : 

36 His hand I'll place with power to rule the sea, 
His right hand on the rivers gloriously. 

tixattation its power. 

27 " Hear how he calls Me :■ — * Father, Thee I own I 
My Godhead, my Salvation's Rock of stone.' 

28 And I, responsive to his claim of birth, 

Will make him reign most high midst kings of earth. 

1'he Consuhstanlial Sonship. 

29 "To him I'll keep My mercy evermore, 
My faithful covenant, still standing sure. 

30 His seed with life continuing I'll raise — 
His throne, as heav'n's imperishable days. 

'I 'he eternal Covenant* 
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31 "Rut if bis sons forsake the law I give, 
Refusing by My judgement's rule to live, 

32 If they profane decretals which I made 
Nor care for My commands to he obey'd ; 

The prol'ation of II is offspring. 

33 " I'll visit with a rod when they transgress, 
And their iniquity My plague shall press : 

34 But ne'er from him My mercy will 1 take, 
Nay, ne'er belie the truth of what I spake. 

Chastisement of tra mgrrssipn. 

35 " My covenant I never will profane, 

Nor what My lips give forth, recall again. 

36 My holiness is pledged by changeless oath, 
No lie to David shall defile My troth. 

Unchangeable premise, 

37 " Mis seed shall dwell to all eternity 

And, like the sun, his throne before Me be. 

38 Firm as the moon be its eternal fame— 

The cloud-throned witness pledge the faithful claim." Schift. 

Posterity never In Jail. This implies that the earthly promise is to rise lo-a 
heave nfy and supernatural consummation. It is no mere tine of successors which wilt 
fulfil this, out one £1 eat .Successor possessing eternal life. 

39 But Thou rejectest and refusest I Thou 
O'erflow'st with wrath at Thine Anointed now 1 

40 Thou mak'st Thine servant's covenant of no worth ; 
His mitre Thou profanest 10 the earth. 

Present wertnr,™. This covers the fallen state of Christendom, the earthly 
manifestation of Christ's Kingdom as welt as the Jes^ish overthrcav during the earthly 
preparation for it. J 

41 His fence-work round about Thou breakesl down : 
His strongholds Thou in heaps hast overthrown : 

42 All pillage him that walk along that way, 
A vile reproach to all thai near him stay. 

The members of Christ are subject t, the vicissitudes of moral probation as svetl 
as Christ s ancestors. 

43 Thou liftest his oppressor's hand on high, 
And mak'st his foes to sing rejoicingly : 

44 Thou mak'st his flinty sword its edge to turn, 
Keep'st him not straight, the battle's tide to spurn. 

The eventual e h,y of the Eternal Kingdom remains operative a, a pres-n-atire 
ami renewing ptnvrr in Ivtli dispensations. 
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45 Thou mak'st his lustre cease from ancient worth, 
Toppling his throne in terror to the earth : 

46 Thou mowest down his days, ere youth be gone ; 
Shame is the vest Thou makest him put on. Selak. 

Heath. 

4/ How long, Lord, thus secreted wilt Thou stay — 
Thy wrath devour like blazing fire for aye? 

48 Remember how my lifetime slips apace ! 

With what vain hope createdst Thou man's race ? 

49 What man is he that lives, death ne'er to see, 

Strong from the hand of Sheo! his soul to free ? Srfa/t. 

Rxfiostit ta tiffrC. 

50 Where, Master, are Thine ancient mercies gone, 
To David in Thy truth by oath made known? 

51 Remember what reproach Thy servants mourn, 
Vast peoples, Master, in my bosom borne ! 

52 Lord, see Thy foes ! Their vile reproach I wist— 
Reproach which dogs the foot-prints of Thy Christ ! 

Appeal for the m'n/fi. at ion of Meuiah* 



53 The Lord to all eternity be blest ! 
Amen and Amen. 

Dojohey. 



BOOK IV 

Psalms 90.-106. 
OUR LIFE HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD 

NOVENA 

PSALMS 90.-98. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

THE CORONA TION OF THE SON OF MAN 
Trilogy of Redemption 

PS. 90.— The Eternal Bosom of God is the true Home 
for which man was created. In himself man is but 
nothingness. Nevertheless God calls him to His own 
glory, and will clothe him with glory as the result of the 
work of Redemption. 

Ps. gi.— The Seed of the woman, abiding true to His 
Divine Sonship, comes forth in the weakness of the flesh 
with the angels attendant upon Him, to conquer the 
serpent, 

Ps. 92.— A song of praise to the Redeemer. Human 
power and glory is but as grass. Jesus is the Most 
High, and He lifts us up to dwell in His Divine 
Righteousness. 
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Trilogy of Enthronement 

Ps. 93. — jesus is proclaimed as the Divine King by 
the Resurrection, and exalted to the heavenly throne. 

Ps. 94. — The God of vengeance waits upon His 
throne that the rebel hosts may be brought before Him 
for judgement The pit is digged up for the ungodly, 
and they who made power on the earth a means of 
malice shall perish by their own works. 

Ps. 95. — Invitation to the faithful to enter into the 
rest which the Conquering King has attained. Only 
they must come with tender hearts and humble faith. 

God warns those who come that they must not 
provoke Him as their fathers provoked Him in the 

earlier dispensation. 

■ 

Trilogy of the New Song 

Ps. 96. — All mankind are summoned to give glory to 
the King who is coming in the fulness of His power to 
exercise judgement. 

Ps. 97. — God the Father sets forth the King as the 
object of worship to all the Heavenly Host, Mankind 
are called to rejoice in the Kingdom of Righteousness. 

Ps. 98. — The throne of Jesus, the Redeemer, is the 
glory of the New Creation, wherein all are called to 
rejoice while His sentence blots out the evil for 
ever. 

OCTAVE 

Psalms 99.-106. 

THE KINGDOM OF THE COVENANT 

The Ter Sanctus 

Ps. 99. — As l's. 72. is the culminating Psalm of 
Messianic royalty, so this is the central Psalm of Divine 
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sanctity. In the preceding 1'salms of the heavenly 
Kingdom prepared for Messiah, all creation has been 
summoned to acknowledge Him as the Lord the 
King. 

We should notice the correlation of Ps. 51. and Ps. 99. 
They are complementary one to the other, i.e. 51+99 
= 150. The former Psalm is the deepest humiliation 
of the Divine Truth and Wisdom, taking upon Himself 
the likeness of sinful flesh that He may build up 
Jerusalem, opening the dumb lips of humanity to show 
forth praise with acceptable sacrifice. This Psalm is the 
Ter Sanctus, praising Messiah as reigning in the glory 
of the All Holy Trinity. 

HEPTAD 

PSA!,M5 IOO.-I06. 

The Kingdom of Messiah 

Ps. 100. proclaims the Catholicity of the New 
Covenant. 

God of old brought the chosen people out of Egypt 
to be the cradle of the Incarnation. Now that the 
Son of God is enthroned, all nations are called to 
worship Him as their Creator. 

Ps. 101. — His Kingdom is the Kingdom of Truth. 
The moral truthfulness and love which is clue from man 
to man must be the characteristic of all who abide in the 
truth and love of God. Christ's Kingdom is the King- 
dom of Truth inspired by the unity of love. 

Ps. 102. is a penitential Psalm, setting forth the 
remission of sins in the Kingdom of Messiah. 

Ps. 103. is the song of praise from mankind restored 
in the Holy Catholic Church to the Communion of 
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Saints. The threefold Hierarchy of the Heavenly 
Host are called to join in the homage due to the King. 
It anticipates the homage paid by the Heavenly Host 
after the sealing of the servants of God in their fore- 
heads. 

The three concluding Psalms of this Book go on 
to speak of the development of Messiah's Kingdom. 

Ps. 104. sets forth the work of God in Creation, 
preparing the outward sphere of its establishment. 

Ps. 105. — The Son of God is brought out of Egypt. 
Joseph raised out of the prison is a type of Messiah 
raised from the bondage of earthly life to the throne of 
God. 

Ps. 106. — The Kingdom of Messiah waits for its final 
manifestation which is to be celebrated in Book V. 

Books HI. and IV. stop short within the limits of the 
earthly proclamation. They tell of the life of grace and 
our Sonship in Christ, Nevertheless, man's sin delays 
the accomplishment of the call. This Psalm therefore 
has to tell of the continued rebellions of Israel from the 
days of Egypt, so that the Babylonish Captivity was a 
necessary discipline. 

They are carried away from Jerusalem, but wherever 
they are, they are the objects of God's loving care 
His Kingdom is enshrined within them, for of them 
Messiah must be born. Eor this Kingdom they long. 
God's promise cannot fait. 

The desire of successive ages was summed up in the 
question, Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore the King- 
dom to Israel ? 

Book V. proceeds to chaunt of that Kingdom with 
joyous consciousness of the heavenly security. Messiah 
has conquered the Prince of this world. The new 
Kingdom is not a kingdom ' of earth, Egypt, death. 
Zion is the centre of spiritual glory, where Messiah shall 
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reign, the Son of David, at the Right Hand of God. 
It is the Kingdom of Heaven, of God, of life everlasting 
in God, 



PSALM 90. 

THE BOSOM OF GOD THE DWELLING -PLACE OF 
THE ELECT 

A prayer of Afoscs, the man of God 

The promise sure ! The fulfilment delayed ! So did the last 
Book close. 

Now we turn to consider our own nothingness, the nothingness 
of our human form, although we hear within ourselves the imperish- 
able substance of an eternal predestination. 

Man, the final purpose of God's creation \ Well may Moses 
teach us the words for such a Psalm ! Is man like the flowers of 
the field? Not by God's intention. Man was made to dwell in 
God, remaining true to God's Word, and preserved in immortality. 
Man dies because he has lust God. So he returns to his dust. 
God's anger rests upon the race. 

But our wisdom amid the shortness of life is to consider the im- 
mortality for which we were intended. We have lost God's life- 
giving presence. Our penitential fear must rise to the measure of 
the loss that we may look for God to return and restore. So shall 
we have a proportionate hope of God's compassion. 

O for the Resurrection Morning to break out with the manifesta- 
tion of God's mercy ! God returning in the Person of Messiah ! 

We must satisfy God with hatred of sin, and He will satisfy us 
with mercy to sinners. 

The Prophet whom Moses foretold will come to be the Mediator, 
and according to the burden of His Passion in struggling with sin 
shall be the satisfaction of His soul in gladdening us with the joy 
of Oivine life and love. The glory of the Lord shali rest upon llie 
generations which shall follow. 

In this world we see God's anger resting upon sin, but His love 
will rest upon the posterity of the righteous according to the promise 
in the second commandment, and they who have served Him faith- 
fully here will find the works which have been wrought by the help 
of grace shining out upon them with the remuneration of glory. 
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CREATION SUBJECT TO VANITY 
The Eternity of God 

Our mansion, Master, Thou hast been of old, 
While generations in succession roll'd. 
2 Before the hills were born dwcll'st Thou.-before 
Thy power this earth or world with travail tore- 
Godhead's eternal spring, eternal evermore. 
JA* * W ****** T '" MM a/ * t> ™"" dwMs '" "' ^ 

with the Etern/tl So*. 

The Nothingness of Man 

3 Thou turn'st frail man with crushing to decay : 
Still, still, Thou speak'st ! Return, ye sons of clay. 

4 Surely a thousand years are in Thy sight 

As the brief yesterday which wings its flight, 
A. transitory watch of vacant night. 

. . rrlu ,-nii><l«st. Now his Tsitlm tells the same story. 

Moses trrete <>/ '">"■ * !i <"»" ™ retur* '" """ 

Man's Life like Grass 

5 Thou drenchest them ! Lost as in sleep they fall! 
At morn their pride like feathery grass grows tall ! 

6 At morn in feathery beauty see it grow. 

But reap'd, at night, its wither'd form lies low. 

Man born Subject to God's Wrath 

7 For spent beneath Thine anger we fall down, 
Dismay'd beneath Thy wrath and overthrown. 

8 Thou our iniquities in front dost place, 

Our secrets brought to light before Thy Face. 

It-hcn W «'-'"' ""• ''•"" '"^ r recount for ovre^s. 

a For in Thy wrath our days come round to nought : 

Spent, powerless, fade our years like empty thought. 
,0 Years, day by day ! -Life seventy years may give ! 

What if our strength for ten years more survive ? 

Earth's villainy and mischief make us grieve ! 

Proud life ! Soon mow'd ! Like birds let loose we leave. 

1,'hat has **t in >< l»* «&*»« "/C0*"' /«* if «»b « <*«"'■ 
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Need of Divine Knowledge 

1 1 Thine anger's strength who reaches to discern ? 
Or, as befits Thy fear, Thy wrath to learn? 

12 Our tale of days ! So teach us Thy behest ! 
So bear we hence a heart with wisdom blest 1 

Wisdom is eternal. To th'efor what tut must tost is folly. 

Brightness restored through the Resurrection of Christ 

13 Turn Thee, O Lord ! How long is mercy fled? 
Thy comfort now on us, Thy servants, shed ! 

14 Make us ai morn Thy mercy's fulness know : 
Then songs and joy through all our days shall flow. 

15 Now grant us joy 1 Thou didst afflict us long- 
Long days, long years, in which we witness'd wrong. 

Afitn cannot turn te rejoice in Cod. God by returning gives us joy. 

The Patriarchs and Their Offspring in Christ 

16 Now tow'rd Thy servants let Thy works be seen : 
Thy Majesty shall clothe their sons with sheen. 

17 The Lord, our God's sweet smile be ours to share ! 
Make firm o'er us the work our hands prepare : 
Our handiwork fix firmly with Thy care. 

Cod makes the faithful possess the results of their life as a glorious clothing in the 
Resurrection. Their works fallmu them. They mere done in /heaver of Cod and 
shone forth with radiating lustre from the risen Body with the brightness of Cod. 



PSALM 91. 

THE DIVINE GUARDIANSHIP 

We must remember that our predestined glory in the Divine 
welcome is only to be attained by faithfulness in the struggle 
against God's great enemy. This Psalm helongs to Him who 
dwelt in the Bosom of God before He entered upon the struggle of 
earthly life. It belongs to us as being His members. The King- 
dom of Heaven, which was to the Patriarchs a predestination, has 
become to us Christians an inheritance, and we must see that we do 
not fall from it. 

In Ps. 3. the Redeemer came forth with many enemies to 
oppose Him. We have to share His apparent weakness. In 
Ps. 91. we behold the Redeemer with the angels of God attendant 
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upon Him, while He claims the consubstantial life of God as His 
refuge and eminence. The shadow of the Almighty is the protect- 
ing power of Him who dwells in the invisible light of the Divine 
glory. Our life is hid with Christ in God. His unseen angels 
encamp round about us with ministrations to assist our pilgrimage 
below. 

We have to struggle not only " against flesh and blood but 
against principalities and powers of darkness." It is the Seed of the 
woman, and He alone, who is safe amidst the perils incident both 
to the light and to the darkness of this world of Satan's dominion. 
Times of darkness have their fears. Times of prosperity expose us 
to the special aims of the enemy. But they cannot prevail if we 
abide in God God speaks : " O grave, I will be thy destruction." 
Dark powers may gather round the Cross, but the angels of God 
shall be found giving glory to the Tomb. Here we may taste the 
bitterness of death beforehand, dying daily under the oppression 
of the enemy, but when the shaft of death strikes us, the evil 
form will disappear. Then we shall see it laying low the ungodly, 
and we ourselves in Christ shall be set free for ever. 

Our true security is while we may claim Jehovah as our refuge. 
No powers of earthly surrounding can set us free. Angels wait on 
us while we are absorbed in Divine confidence, not otherwise. 
Angels wail upon the Son of Man, and upon us His members : 
but the obedience of man is man's own work. The angels will not 
act as substitutes for man. Man has to conquer Satan. 

The voice of the Pathcr warns us that we cannot make Him an 
occasional refuge. We must dwell with Him in sublimity of 
fellowship. 

Alas t how apt we are to think that we may claim God's pro- 
tection in answer to some brief emotion of piety, content habitually 
to live in earthly degradation as if God were far away ! 

If we would but live in the constant shelter of God as our 
Tower, we need not fear for the earthly tent of our natural life. Go 
where we may we shall be always walking in the ways of God's 
appointment if vvc are true to His fellowship. We must not in our 
ways wander from Him. His angels will not protect us in self- 
willed perils of presumption. There is many a stone of stumbling 
which faith has to tread, relying upon God. "(Jive glory to the 
Lord your God," says Jeremiah, "before He cause darkness, and 
before your feet dash themselves upon the dark mountains " (xtii. 16). 
The great trial must come. We have to " tread upon the lion and 
the adder," if we are to claim the inheritance of Divine Sonship. 

VOL. II. X 



Y 



322 



OUR HIDDEN L I J< K 



God is bound in love to His redeemed. If lie sees us to be 
bound in love to Him He will deliver 11s. If we have recognized 
the heavenly power of His Name whereinto we have been baptized, 
then He will exalt us along with His consubstanlial Son in the 
glory of His Eternal Life. Our safety is in the appeal of thai 
prayer which Jesus teaches us. And what shall be the end? 
Fellowship in trouble, deliverance, glory, eternal life, the beatific- 
vision. 

Till-: KKDEKMKR'S TKIUMI'H 

Heavenly Clwir 

1 Who bides in the Mnsi High, secreted there, 
Shall lodge beneath ih' Almighty's sheltering care^ 

(iW it the true Home of man. Ky the Tall man lost it. lint the Eternal Son 
personally dwelling in the Divine Substance, has the power of Hod always vdth Him in 
ills earthly lo,t^lng. So have we, if sve are living in Christ as His members. Our 
/tome ri under the cars of Cod, and He dwells within vs. The earthly life of Christ 
is like is watch-tosiier in an enemy's country. He needed the Divine tiff as His refuse, 
hut He acts from this fortress with Divine security so as to destroy the enemy, 

Afessi/ih 

2 I claim the Lord as Refuge, 1 Fort secure, 11 

My liod s ! For Him my trust shall aye endure. 

Clwir 

3 He from the fowler's snare shall set thee free, 
From pestilence of sore malignity. 

4 Veil'd by 1 lis feathers, lie shall bid thee lie, 
And to His wings for refuse shalt thou fly : 
His truth a mighty shield and panoply. 

5 Thou shalt not fear for tenor of the ntght, 
Nor for the poison'd arrow's noonday flight, 

6 For pestilence whose step no darkness stays, 
Nor scourge unseen wbiiJr mocks meridian blaze. 

7 A thousand by thy side may fall down low, 
And hosts at thy right band to ruin go, 

Rut thou, midst all, no touch of harm shalt know. 
S Unharm'd spectator still shalt thou remain, 
And see what full reward (lie wicked gain. 

Alessiah 
9 Thou, Lord, My Refuge ! 
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Yea, in the Most High 
Thy mansion thou shalt make continually. 
to No wrong shall reach thee with ill-timed event. 
And no destructive plague approach thy tent. 

1 1 For, as to thee, He gives 1 lis angels word, 
In all thy ways safe keeping to afford. 

12 They with their hands shall bear thee safely 011, 
Lest thou shouldst dash thy foot against a stone. 

13 On griffin and on adder shalt thou go, 
Trampling on lion cub and dragon foe. 

The .itone of temptation. The g'ijhn nn,f the dragon, Satan. The Hots ctth and 
ihe attder, the seed of the serpent and Antichrist, 

The Eternal Father Speaks 

14 " For Me. he longs ! With rescue see Me near ! 
I'll set him high, who knows My Name to fear. 

15 Oft as he calls, with answer will I speed : 
Myself wil! 1>e with him in sorrow's need : 
Freedom and glory grant I as bis meed. 

16 Him will I satisfy with length of days 

And My salvation show, to claim his praise." 

The secret dwelling-place hidden front human sight becomes the visible ^ lot y ,,t 
salvation. 

I'SALM 02 T 
THE MYSTICAL LTKRNAL LIFE IN THE GRAVE Of CHRIST 
A Songl'iaiw far the. Sabhatli Day 

The Sabbath calls us to the grave of Christ. These three I'salms 
set before us the predestination, the conflict with Satan, the 
victorious return of the CoiKjueror to God, making the realm of 
darkness a chamber of I'aseha! Song- That Sabbath day was a 
high day when Jesus in the midst of Mis redeemed was preparing 
to lead them forth in the Procession of F.astcr triumph. 

Enter by faith into the blessedness of the buried life. The glorious 
Resurrection shall follow. So in all periods of outward overthrow 
or retirement, in sickness, in want, we are to feel the reality of 
blessing. The triumjih of Christ begins in such experiences. We 
have to feed upon the l'uschal Lamb, not merely substantially by 
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sacramental participation, but morally by the joyous surrender of 
ourselves to be dead along with II im to the world, so as to live with 
Him in the truth of His Divine Tower. 

The central utterance of this Psalm is praise to Jesus, as "the 
Lord, the Most High for evermore." 

The enemy perishes. Messiah's horn is exalted in triumph. 
That is the outward exaltation. The freshness as of green oil is 
the interior unction of spiritual life. lie springs up like a date 
palm amidst the dead waste. That is the solitude of His Personal 
Immortality. Spreading forth His branches like the cedar, He 
beholds the exterior of His Body, the Church, in its Catholic 
glory. 

Similarly we sing this Psalm, assured that His triumphant 
power will be manifest in ourselves. As we are baptized into 
Christ's death so are we partakers of His Resurrection. 

THE EXALTATION OF THE REDEEMER 

i To thank the Lord ! 'Tis good ; 'tis ecstasy, 
With Psalms to praise Thy Name, O Thou Most High ! 

3 Thy mercy to set forth at morning's light, 

Thy changeless truth throughout the weary night ! 

4 Yea with ten strings, the psalt'ry's mystic speech, 
The meditative power the harp can teach ! 

THr lex st sSgr* of the snoml fain. The eonteiitplation of the mystical lift. 

5 O Lord, to me what joy Thy works do bring ! 

Yea, with loud voice Thy Hands' great deeds I'll sing. 

6 O Lord, in greatness how Thy deeds excel ! 

Deep are Thy thoughts beyond what words can tell. 

7 Man in his brutish du!ness fails to learn : 
This truth the witless one can ne'er discern. 

Tht Creator's haHitfuwk wrought hy the Son and the Holy Chnst. The fiierced 
hands of tht Redeemer. The mysterious truth of the hidden lif,: 

8 When like the grass the wicked raukly grow- 
Though like wild flowers the villain-workers show— 
Tis that an endless doom shall lay them low. 

9 But Thou, Lord, art the Height eternally. 

to For, Lord, behold Thy foes, Thy perish'd foes I 
The host of villain-workers routed goes. 

Tht perishing- of the wicted. tViivmieally verse 9 = 8!8 in Hehniv, 
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1 1 Thou bidst mine horn the bison's glory claim : 
Thy fresh green unction moistens all my frame, 

13 Mine eye shall pierce the ambush men prepare : 
When men of wrong rebel, mine ears shall hear. 

13 Like some tall palm grows up the Righteous One, 
Expanding wide like trees of Lebanon. 

77ie cakes ofjfour were t& be moistened with oil. 
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14 Planted in the Lord's House see how they grow, 
In courtyards of our God their bloom to show. 

15 Ev'n in their eld their fruitfulness remains, 
Such richness evergreen their strength sustains, 

16 The Lord's uprightness thus to make men see ! 
My Rock from every taint of malice free ! 

The Tree of Rternal Life is aise n Roik having a life, wttiih is not of ea; tfe, a 
thins stone. 

PSALM 93. 

PARTICII'ATION IN 14 IE T I IK ONE OF JESUS 

According t a the LX.X, a /'salm/er Friday, when (he earth win settled 

The appointment of this Psalm for Friday seems to he almost a 
prophetic inspiration of the LXX like that other phrase, "The Lord 
reigneth from the Tree." Friday is the day of our Lord's enthrone- 
ment upon the Cross. The King of the Jews began now to show 
His power over the realm of darkness. Easter Day is the day of 
1 1 is investiture, completing the Sovereignty on earth, which at 
Ascensiontide is to be finally glorified in Heaven when (met makes 
Him both Lord and Christ. 

The Word by whom Creation was formed now appears as Lord 
over all His works. 

Our hearts, as we are His creatures, now by grace buried and 
reborn with Him, must rise up in the joyful fellowship of His Divine 
Sovereignly, for as we suffer we shall also reign with Him. 

The world unstable before, becomes fixed as the centre of power 
for Messiah's universal sway. His throne has its fixity at Coil's 
Right Hand, upon the I Inly Hills. There is the Rock whereon 
lie builds His Church* 

The floods are the [lowers of evil which encompass this globe. 
Their rebellion is to cease. 

' The splendour of the ascent of Jesus to the heavenly throne 
outshines their brilliant outbursts. 
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The House is the glorious Body of Christ, the Church, the 
liea verily Jerusalem, the City, having foundations which cannot be 
shaken but remain for ever. Our hearts must rise up to anticipate 
our glorious fruition of the Divine delight therein. 



MESSIAH, THE KING, IN THE GLORY Oh 
RESURRECTION 



THE 



The /Coif of (he Incarnation in its Spiritual Gloty 

i The Lord is King, enrobed in stalely pride, 
The Lord enrobed, with girdling strength allied ! 
Firm stands the world unshaken to abide. 

Messiah, dwelling eternally in U,e hosom of the Father, has conquered the lion and 
the adder, and stitldiihes His Chunk ufion I lis heavenly throne. 

The Eternal Sonship 

2 Firm from the very first abides Thy throne ! 
Vea, from eternity art Thou atone. 

// is the glory which lie had with the Father he/are ike world was. 

The Antagonism of the World 

3 O Lord, the Hoods have lifted high, 
The floods have lifted up their cry. 

The floods lift up their crushing majesty. 

the floods of darkness, so brilliant in their rage, are now suMueil. 

The Sovereignty of Cod 

4 Above the mar that tempests make, 
Though brilliantly the sea -waves break, 
The brilliant Lord the height shall take. 

The calm brightness of the Kingdom of t'eaee succeeds to their statin. 

The Holy Ghost the Sanctifying Glory of the Church 

5 How faithful are Thy pledges still ! 
Fit holiness Thine House must fill, 
Lord to long days unchangeable. 

The Holy (Putt! lifts ttfi the fcofite af/llrsiiah to share It is elei not A ingiiom. 
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PSALM 04. 

PERSECUTION CONTINUING 

Traditionally for m <•» Wednesday. KXX ttnd Tahmtd 

Tm heavenly bodies shone forth, but they existed before. 1'erhaps 

this was to illustrate the appeal of the new creation, that God would 

no longer remain out of sight. < 

In the kingdom of grace, as in nature, the shining forth of God s 
power is gradual, lie leaves His people for a while in the dark- 
ness of a world which knows them not, even as it knew 1 Inn not. 
This I'salm is an enlargement of the prayer, "Thy Kingdom 

come." 

God is forbearing, but will sorely repay. It is no new thing Tor 
man to deny God's power of interference. Men will not cease to 
deny until wrath conies upon them to the uttermost. The wicked 
will not understand, but the godly ought to understand, 

God's forbearance should lead sinners to repentance, and it gives 
opportunity for the true worshippers in increase in faith. '-* Though 
He slay mc, yet will I trust in Him," 

First of all we must, however, welcome God's vengeance exerted 
so lovingly upon ourselves to draw us out of sin. We must practise 
vengeance upon ourselves. 

Even Christ was perfected by the things which He suffered. 
Suffering developed in Mini the human capacity of holiness. 
Suffering must purify us from sin, so that we may act increasingly 
in that Divine power of holiness which He gives to us by grace. 

The evil wilt Dot go unpunished. The righteous will not complain 
of any punishment which God has given them here. 

MESSIAH, THE KING, WAITING TO EXECUTE VENGEANCE 

The Cry of the Oppressed appealing for judgement 

Godhead of vengeance, Thou the Lord, 
Godhead of vengeance, shine' abroad. 

2 Lift up Thyself," Thou Judge of earth ! 
DeaP to the [proud their work's true worth. 

3 How long, Lord, must these wicked hosts,— 
How long- exclaim with wicked boasts? 

4 Their villain -working, bragging brood 
O'erflows in vite abaiulon'd mood. 

the shining : <tt~ (&& the lather. Tin ,,/-, ising : of Cod tlie .Son. The ittttlyk£ i 
of (Mi the llolr (,'i.^t. 
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The Oppressive Pcnver 

5 They crush Thy people in their rage t 
Lord, they afflict Thine heritage. 

6 Nor widow's life, nor guest, they spare : 
The fatherless they murder there. 

7 Hut Jam, they say, will never see, 
Nor Jacob's God look search ingly. 

As true of commercial fraud as it mis of wider violence. 

Appeal to /he Oppressor and Admonition to the Faithful 

8 Ye brutish people, search ye well I 

Fools, when shall prudence with you dwell ? 

9 Ear-planter,— hears He not aright ? 
The eyes' skill'd framer— lacks He sight? 
He disciplines the Gentiles' pride : 
To teach men truth, shall He not chide? 
The thoughts of men the Lord doth know : 
They are but breath of transient show. 



Confidence in God's Loving Discipline 

Happy the man, Thou, J ah, dost train, 
Taught from Thy law, and not in vain, 
Tranquil to rest midst days of wrong, 
Till the scoop'd chasm enyulph the wicked throng. 

The Lord spurns not His people hence, 

Forsakes not His inheritance. 
Judgement shall turn to righteousness : 
Th' upright in heart its power shall bless. 
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The Divine Support our True Joy in nil Troubles 
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Who'll rise for me against the wrong, 
'Gainst villain-workers standing strong ? 
Had not the Lord as help been felt, 
Soon had my soul in silence dwelt. 
Hut when I said, My fout gives way, 
Thy mercy, Lord, was still my stay. 
Vext inly by distracting thought, 
My soul's delight Thy comforts brought. 
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The Recoil of Evil upon the Wicked 

Shall ruin's throne be leagued with Thee, 

Fashioning mischief by decree? 

The righteous soul with hate they hem,— 

The blood most innocent condemn. 

The Lord my lofty Tower abode : 

My Rock of refuge was my God. 

On them their villainy He'll turn, 

By their own wrong o'crwhelm'd to burn— 

The Lord, our God, in whelming wrath to learn ! 

They shed Christ s Blood. They usH, in like manner, deal with all Christ's fetylC 
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PSALM 95. 

THE CALL TO FAITHFULNESS 

THE Rock of our salvation ! This is the title under which we de- 
light to know the God of vengeance, the Rock whence the water 
flowed in the wilderness, the Rock whereon the City of God is 
built for ever, the Rock of Ages. We must come near and re30.ee 
in Him, so that we may experience the sweetness of His love. 

We are still in the enemy's country, but we must remember that 
all things come forth by the utterance of the Word, and all cx.st for 
His glory. The profoundness of thought and the strength of empire, 
the turbulence of the multitude and the dry land nf daily life, with 
all its possibilities of cultivation, are His, and must be used to tits 

glory. 

So is all life to be continuous worship. All life is, moreover, a tunc 
probation. God is trying us, whether we will live to His glory, so 
that if we are found faithful we may attain to live with Hun m His 
glory hereafter. 

God has delivered us from Egyptian bondage, but they that were 
delivered of old could not receive the promise because of unbelief. 
We must not be "of those who draw back unto perdition, but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul." God's promises and the 
wonders of His guiding providence are not encouragements to 
make us negligent, but responsibilities for which we must give 
account and interpositions of Divine love, summoning us to the 
obedience of faith, that we may work in loving correspondence with 
Him as our Father. 
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MESSIAH, THE KING, CALLING HIS rEOPLE TO THE 

OliEDIENCF OI> FAITH 

i Come ! To the Lord let songs ring out ! 

Our saving Rock ! We'll raise I lie sboul ! 
2 With thanks before Him now draw near, 

And shout to Htm with an litems clear ! 

A ealt to seek /br sn.h'ation 
ink nihil, out simply acceptance. 
Rock ofoffenee. 



\ 



The people ft/ /*,,„■/ failed t-,;, rase they sour lit ,„•< 
Therefor,- t/ir fozts of Salvation AtVcftna fa them a 
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The Lord in Godhead's greatness reigns ! 
1 fe o'er all gods great King remains ! 
Earth's secrecies His Hand hath shown : 
The toilsome liil!-tops are His own. 
The sea, His own I Hy Him 'twas made : 
Mis Hands earth's dry foundations laid. 
Come, let us worship ! Kneel we down, 
And bless the Lord, our Maker's throne. 

7 He is our God, and we indeed 
His folk to feed, His flock to lead. 

" To-day then to His Voice give heed ! 

8 Turn not your hearts, Mcribah-like, to stone. 
As erst in Massah's wilderness was done. 

9 How stubbornly your fathers templed me : 
They proved me, when my work I made them see. 

to This generation loathed I forty years : 
O people mine ! A straying heart is theirs ! 
In them no knowledge of my ways appears ! 

1 1 Ho said I, and I swore in angry doom : — 
Surely, into my rest they shall not come ! " 

J!S^' *? ****»• ""■*' *""" "" **** *** "■"'■ r '«y ■»"<■< ™* 

follow If„n ,„ ihl v/m% Sb alw thcy mtm ng( ersier . n(g /f _^ ^ 

PSALM 96. 

THE NEW KCWn W RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Ven.ikance delayed! Faiih enjoined! Now judgement 
approaches. 

When Moses led the people ou. of F.gyp,, he sang a song. Now 
we have the new song of a new heaven and earth, a threefold song 



PSALM 96. 



331 



of those who are born anew unto righteousness in the name of fhe 
Holy Trinity. The Gospel message ! Jesus ! Salvation from a 
world of sin and dcatli I 

The gods of the peoples were but emptiness. Now the Word 
made flesh comes again into the lower world, not hidden as before, 
but with the Substance of the uncreated glory shining forth from 1 lis 
Face as the Incarnate Creator. He comes in the glory of the 
Father. Brightness and glory are His. Strength and renewal in 
the beauty of holiness are found in Him by those who are taken up 
out of their own weakness and deformity as the members of His 
Body sharing His Life. 

Cod gives to us. We must give back 10 Him. Our experience 
of His goodness consists in reciprocating it. Love cannnt be 
known unless it is relumed. The Triune ( rod must have from us 
the Triune acknowledgement of love. In that utterance of love the 
soul finds life, whether in the secrecy of meditation or the collective 
hynmody of the Church, 

We bring our Eucharist into His courts with fhe merits of His 
Passion glorified in heavenly acceptance and abidingly operative in 
life-giving love to His people. The new sacrifice, the srurifke of 
Righteousness, the offering of all nations, is but one. In Him the 
whole redeemed Creation finds the joy of immortality. 

MESSIAH, TUF KING, COMING IN JUDGEMENT 



1 Sing to the Lord 1 a song of new delight ! 
Sing to the Lord 3 ! Lei all the earth unite ! 

2 Sing to Uie LnnL'l Come near and bless His Name ! 
1 lis great salvation day by day proclaim ! 

3 Record His glory where the Gen tiles dwell : 
Through peoples wide His wondrous works foilli-tcll ! 

4 For great is He, supremely to be praised, 
The Lord above all gods in reverence raised 1 

5 For all the peoples' gods ate good for nought : 

The Lord is He whose power the heavens hath wrought. 

6 Majestic brightness radiates from His Face, 
And strength and beauty (ill 1 lis holy place. 

They of the Old Covenant failed. Km\ all mat inns arc called. Messiah ix tar 
,V.ir'/<irt> L , the Light of lite iicrttilcs. See I lit' l~ fit opened, Messiah enthroned in the 
/flory oj ' tkt Father. The bright prepense uj fhe merey-seat U lite stieitieth ef tin 
Ivor shippers* 
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7 Give to (he Lord,' ye kindreds of mankind I 
G.ve to the Lord" glory with stre th ^f,. lg| 

8 C,ve to the Lord^ the glory of (lis Name ! 

9 fiend to the Lord in holy Majesty • ' 

He fixt the world in course unchangeable 
He dooms the peoples righteously and well 
" Let earth exult, and let the heavens rejoice ! 

12 twTSlT reWUnd With *«"**««* voice! 
I SAnd the,r "^ «joice in jubilee ! 
Wh.le jnyaunce rings through every forest-tree. 

13 Before the Lord ! He comes I Let all confess - 
He comes the earth with judgement to redress I 
Now w,ll 1 e judge the world in righteousness, 
His changeless truth shall all the peoples bless ! 

«W ~ «.r rt „«rf „ w , r ^ Jl"! nr*Z *r ¥**"" h ' ,ks - A " >'" "«»» 



TSALM 97. 
THE LIGHT OF LIFE 

P™,l£?l T eS agai " !n rerS ° nal ™™fetation as He came 
Personally the former tune, when He was hidden under the like Z 

As He is coming into the world which is subirrt i n ,„„ r a 
J-f* of God are to worship Him, acbij is Kingd n^ 

world is not subject to them (Heb. ii Man will L 

■^e Kingtakcsthekingdom Ich H^LvSl%^^^ 
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over all without hindrance. The war of Heaven has ceased. The 
angel powers no longer contend against the powers of bell. The 
demon powers are conquered. The Church is triumphant. 

We must see that we are so participating in the warfare of the 
present Church militant, that we may be partakers of that glory. 
The Lord preserves us during the continuance of the Church 
militant. Our present sorrows shall be turned into joy. He is the 
Righteous One who will reap the harvest of the Kingdom of Light. 
The upright in heart will share His joy. 

MESSIAH, THE KING, THE OBJECT OF HEAVEN I. V 
WORSHIP 

t The Lord is King ! The earth exulting smiles, 
While joyous concert fills her numerous isles. 

2 Clouds and bleak terrors round Him roll for aye: 
Righteousness, judgement, are His throne's Firm stay. 

3 A burning fire, proceeding from His Face, 
Licks up surrounding tyrants with disgrace. 

4 His lightnings o'er the world in brightness break : 
Pang-stricken at the sight, the earth doth quake. 

5 The hills run down like wax before the Lord ! 
The earth's great Master, He, by all ador'd ! 

6 The Heaven His sovereign righteousness displays, 
And all the peoples on His glory gaze. 

Ckrist ufivn His heawtiiy throne. Kightefiitsuess because tie is gtori/ieif wit A 
tin father, judgement bemuse the enemy is troililen ileum. AJontti; Htc Messianie 
p rese nta th n afjelt uva h , 

God, the Ftithcr % Speaks 

7 "Ashamed be all who serve carved idols now ! 
Whose hymns of praise to worthless nothings flow ! 
Yea, all ye gods, to Him in worship bow." 

Messiah is runs) being "brought again " into the vwhi. His first bringing was ; n 
tmvtiness. This is its g larjt. 

8 Zion rejoiced to hear the mandate sound, 
And Judah's daughters exultation found, 
Because Thy judgements, Lord, were all arouud- 

9 Thou, Lord, art the Most Nigh o'er all the earth, 
Above all gods exalted high in worth, 
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to O ye that love tlie Lord, hate ye the wrung ! 
Souls of His saints to His blest care belong ; 
He will deliver from the wicked throng. 

1 1 Yea, for the Righteous One the light is sown, 
And by th' upright in heart the joy is known.' 

12 Ye righteous ! In the Lord your joy confess ! 
Give thanks in memory of His holiness ! 

tUslassum. His shears ,,.,:,. sitae in His Kinrden, Keime, it, th, „« „ /■ 

***** «M< ™ n MMr „ 0/th( Usht alrh .J thc M*£££ " /M "* 



PSALM 98. 

TOM SONG OF SALVATION 

A Psalm 

1'S. oS, Sl ,ms up the joy of salvation. The Cod of creation will be 
manifested in the triumph of grace. 

Salvation is a work of power. With His own Right Hand and 
Witt. His Holy Arm the Incarnate Cod has conquered the enemy. 
The light triumphs over darkness. It is a triumph of righteous 
endurance, not of sovereign vengeance. The vengeance will be 
hereafter as punishment upon the rebel and his host. 

All the ends of the world arc witnesses of this salvation for in 
spiteof the world's opposition the grace of Christ triumphs will, 
sane dying po wer in all nations. As we have been gathered into 
tins trmmph of D.vme L.ght by regenerating grace we nu.st take 
care that we fall not back into the darkness of sin. " Keen me in 
this slate of salvation ! " V 

This Psalm completes the Trilogy of the New Song and in- 
mduces the TerSanctus. The whole creation joins m ,he son. r We 
know not how the lower creation shares in man's curse, but we see 
them in their suffering. All that is round about us dies We 
cannot tell how they shall share in our perfected redemption We 
may be sure that in this new Kingdom of Christ, all shall be full of 
life and joy and praise. Then we, as the members of Christ, the 
Incarnate Cod and King, shall lead the song of praise, brought to 
(be very v , s , on of Go 4, and " knowing as we are known " 
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MESSIAH, THE KING, WRINGING SALVATION 

The Faithfulness of God in giving (lie Promised Salvation 

Sing to the Lord ! Now let the song be new, 

For wonders which His Right Hand dcign'd to do. 

His holy arm salvation's victory knew. 

2 The Lord hath made 1 1 is great salvation known— 
To Centile eyes His righteousness hath shown. 

3 Mercy and truth to Israel's bouse He totd : 
Our God's salvation all earth's ends behold. 

The Right Hand ef the cvnynering Lord has destroyed the tyrant whe htlit tltt 
mtrid in imr/nrc. The Conqueror is /emit. "Our twit's salvation" in /M'rw 
expresses numerically t/ir Greek name of Jesus, the letters make the nmntier 888. 

The Exultation of the Faithful 

4 Then shout ye to the Lord ! yea, all the earth t 

Break forth ! Ring out glad strains ! Make psalms of mirth ! 

5 Upon the harp make psalms unto the Lord ! 
Psalms to the harp be sung with sweet accord ! 

6 With clarions also, and the trumpet's voice, 
Hefore the Lord, the King, with shouts rejoice. 

Nature u'liitlt groaned with us rejoices with its 

7 With thunders lei the wealthy sea resound, 
The world and its inhabitants around. 

8 With clapping bands let dashing streams flow on. 
And echoing hills ring out in unison ! 

o Before the Lord ! Let all His praise confess ! 
He comes the earth with judgement to redress. 
Now will He judtfe the world in righteousness : 
All peoples shall II is Upright sentence bless. 

The identity ef the teimhuitine verses makes Pss. 56. 1)8. it definite trilogy. 



PSALM go. 

IIOI.V, HOLY, HOLY 

THIS nations tremble at the manifest sovereignly of Messiah : hut 
it is the strength and tranquillity of Zion, the very foundation stone 
nf the City of Life. That which lives in God cannot be shaken but 
remains for ever. We must praise His Holy Name wherein fo we 
have been baptized, 
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The people of God, although partakers of His righteousness are 
not exempted from His judgement. They must live true to Him. 
This was shown in the Patriarch Jacob, and in all his posterity. 
Even Moses and Aaron with whom God spake from the cloud were 
punished for transgressing His Word. 

He humbled Himself to walk amongst men, as man, but He is the 
Lord God, and we must praise Him by acting in the Divine strength 
of His covenanted grace. He came down to us that we might rise 
to Him. 

The covenant of grace gives us access to God through Christ. 
The cloudy pillar was a type of the more glorious form in which 
God now welcomes us, having assumed our human nature. God 
gave them ordinances of outward appointment. He gives us 
ordinances of spiritual power. God spake to them from the cloud. 
He speaks to us now from Heaven. They were faithful, but they 
escaped not retribution for their fault. Much less can we escape. 

We must worship Him in the midst of the Heavenly Zion, Him- 
self the liTe of the Holy City. We must set our affections on things 
above and live worthy of the life which is in Him. 



THE TEK SANCTUS OF THE PSALTER 

The Lord is King : then let the peoples quake ! 
Before 1 1 is Cherub-Throne the earth must shake : 

2 The Lord in Zion makes His greatness dwell : 
High o'er all peoples doth His praise excel. 

3 His Name, so great, so dread, with thanks be blest ! 
He is the Holy One,' by all to be confess'd. 

Messiah enthroned on the Merct-Seat between the Cherubim. The Incarnation 
beginning in Zim ,tnd extended to the Church, The Name of Cod the foundation of 
the regenerating cozrenant. 

4 The King's great strength keeps judgement lovingly : 
'Tis Thou who giv'st firm rule to equity : 

Judgement and righteous acts through Jacob shine from Thee. 

judgement against the Prince of this world. Equity towards manhind, 
Rightemisness in the life to the faithful. 

5 Lift high the Lord our God* with heavWard gaze ! 
Bend to His footstool with adoring praise t 

He is the Holv One * He lives through endless days. 

Thi DiTtnr and human natures in Christ. 
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6 Moses and Aaron midst the priesthood came ; 
Samuel wiLh those that call'd upon His Name. 
Upon the Lord they call'd. '['was He who answei'd them. 

Meses, legislator; Aaron, priest \ Sann'.cl, prophet. 

■j To these He spake. The cloudy pillar glow'd : 
They kept the pledges by His cov'nant vow'd, 
His ever sure decree thus giv'n them from the cloud. 

The ordinances of the eld lam were /hWne, both ceremonial and moral. 

8 O Lord our God 1" 'Tis Thou didst answer these, 

Godhead, whom pardon never fails to please ! 

But retribution sure each self-will'd exploit sees ! 

Cod answers prater, pardoning Nk people. But /lis greatest saints not exempt 
from punishment. 

o Lift high the Lord our God," with heav'nward gaze ! 
Bend to His Holy Hill with solemn praise ! 
He is the Lord our God, Holy through endless days. 3 

Zion :j iJentijialwith Messiah by Heavenly e.vattation. 



PSALM too. 
THE EXULTATION OF THE CIIUKUI CATHOl.K 

A /'.siilm of Thanksgiving 

"I nl-Llf.VE in (he Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church." So 
does this Psalm nf (he Church Catholic fitly follow the preceding 
homage to the eternal Trinity. 

The day of the redeemed is come and the glad tidings are for all 
people. We must come before the Incarnate God with the shout 
of praise. 

He is our Maker, not merely the fashioner of our material Iramc. 
He made us in His own image and for Himself. We arc His by 
personal relationship. We are the flock and He is the Glorious 
Shepherd. We must " come into His gates with thanksgiving," the 
gates of righteousness, the gates of Zion which He loveth. The 
Eucharislic oblation is the gift which He gives us to bring. We 
must feed thereon and take our place in the Church militant with 
Praise-l'sahns. This title which belongs to the whole Psalter is 
specially given only to the Alphabetical Psalm 145. As we feed 
upon Christ's Body, our souls must be united with His Soul in the 
VOL. II. v 
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use of the Psalter. Our mind must be identified with His. 
Thanksgiving is the expression of grateful love to Him who makes 
us partakers of His life. The dead cannot give thanks. We must 
see that our lives are thanksgivings as we have been raised from 
the dead. Thankfulness must be combined with holy fear, for we 
are still dependent on His mercy, but that will no/ fail. All 
generations shall find Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the same 
yesterday and to-day and for ever. 

The Q'ri of verse 3 gives the purpose of our creation. This is 
missed by the other reading. " He made us for Himself." 

THE CATHOLICITY OF MESSIAH'S KINGDOM 

Shout to the Lord, all earth as one I 

2 Serve ye the Lord, a joyful throng ! 
Come to Ilis Face with ringing song, 

3 Know that the Lord is God alone : 
He made us— claims us as His own. 
His people, yea ! His flock well known, 

4 Come to His gates with thankful glee— 
His courts with praiseful melody. 

Thank, bless, His Name, wilh bended knee. 

5 The Lord is good, His mercy sure : 
His truth to ages shall endure. 

Stvtn imptrathts. Tht Fact 11 tht mediatorial jnasiftstation of God in Chrhi. 
7 lit lu'ttl't "gatti" of the courts, i.r. tht Church militant. Tht " JVamc" signifies 
th c i„ te rior presence of tht Shthinah. I Redness : the cssen tia I it i*g 0/ Cod, Mercy : 
His re la tio* to sin/u I man. Trn th : tin » mha liveable lave/ His coirnant. 



PSALM 101. 
THE SELF-DEDICATION OF THE PSALMIST 

Davitfi. A Psalm 

As Christ is come to establish the kingdom of the truih, mercy and 
judgement meet together. His Person is the Truth : His govern- 
ment the exercise of the truth. Every one that is of the truth takes 
part with Him against all falsehood. The truth is a life which He 
communicates to His members, the shoot flourishing yl ,t of the 
earth wilh Divine life from the stem of Jesse. Nothing that loveth 
or maketh a lie can share this life. 
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" Abiding true in love." That is the law of Christ's Kingdom. 
Love Is written upon the hearts of all Christ's members. So they 
"grow up unto Him in all things which is the Head." 

Firmly to "believe unto righteousness" will keep the eyes horn 
resting upon any object of this contemplible work!. I he natural 
heart in its perverseness looks to the world because it is dead in 
Gnd. We have been redeemed from the world, and brought into 
the household of Cod. We must therefore die to ourselves and rise 
up to the faithfulness and perfection of Christ's call. We must take 
our part in resisting the spirit of guile. At length shall the City of 
God be manifested in triumph over all her enemies, the City nf 
Peace, having the glory of God. The triumphant Lamb shall be 
the light thereof. Ilis life, His light, His. love must be the law of 
our individual sanct'intalion. 

This Psalm is the vow of a King abiding in communion with 
God, and finding his glory not in outward actions as such, but in 
offering them to God, or, as it is said here, "singing unto Mini." 
His conduci as God's representative was his glory as God's 
worshipper. Being one with God, Christ did what He saw the 
Father do. Prayer Looks Up to God to receive. Praise glorifies God, 
by using what God gives according to the will of the Giver. The 
Kingdom of Truth is the City of the Lord. Nothing can be 
tolerated therein Which has any other taw (ban the Divine Love, 

THE SANCTITY AND TRUTH OF MESSIAH'S KINCIHlM 

Of mercy, Divinely imparted, and judgement's strong grasp 

will I sing ; 
To Thee, Lord, enthroned in Thy glory, the offering of psalms 

will 1 bring. 

2 Let prudence in perfetlness guide me ! 1 look for Thee ! 

When wilt Thou come? 
Wilh a heart that is perfect and loyal I daily will order my 
home. 

3 I set not mine eyes to regard any matter that merits disdain, 
All looseness of action I hale! There shall cleave to me 

nought that can stain. 

4 Let the heart by perverseness entangled abandon all claim on 

my care : 
Let it never be thought that wrong-doing my knowledge and 
sanction can share ! 
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5 Whoso blasts his companion in secret, I'll drive overwhelm'd 

in disgrace : 
The high look and the heart that is grasping, my pitiless wrath 
shall efface. 

6 The faithful of earth will I welcome to bide in my tents as a 

guest : 
Whoso walks in the way of perfection shall minister at my 
behest. 

7 None shall bide in the midst of mine house if in actions of 

guile he delight : 
Whoso utters the words of deceit shall never stand firm in my 
sight. 

8 I will whelm al! the wicked of earth, every morn as I wander 

abroad, 
Until all villain-workers have ceased from the city so dear 
to the Lord. 

PSALM 102. 

INDIVIDUAL I'ICNITENCE and faith amidst GENERAL 
CALAMITIES 

Penitential V. 

A Ptayrr of the afflitttd whtn he faints, and pours out his Medita- 
tion t/tjitv the Lord. 

Tilts Penitential Psalm may well be our utterance in these last 
days of the Christian Church when we see how sadly she has fallen 
from her original glory. 

Amidst the general weakness of the Church do we feel the per- 
sonal misery of our own sin ? Cod looks for the penitence of 
individuals now, as He looked for the individual conflict of Mes- 
siah with the enemy. Faithfully would He carry out His purposes 
of love to His Church if His Church were true to Him. 

Jesus, battling with all the powers of sin, had to bear the loneli- 
ness of this desert work), because He would not share with others 
in sin. Dost thou feel thyself in thy loneliness shut off from the 
communion of saints, with none to help thee unless thou come to 
Jesus as thy stay? If thou feel thyself to be like the sparrow on 
the housetop, seek thy true home, as the sparrow. Waste not time 
in a waste world. Come for shelter to the altar of Christ. Thither 
fly away and be at rest. 
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It is well to know that the food of earth is only ashes, incapable 
of nourishing. Seek such food no more, but come and feed upon 
the life-giving Rread of Heaven. Jesus wept in sympathy w.th 
sinners. In saying this Psalm learn to weep for thme own sins. 
I le wept that thou mightcst learn to weep. The sympathy of 1 1 is 
tears who beheld thy misery, will help thee to mourn for thme own 
sins, which occasioned thy misery. 

As the Spirit lifted up the prophet of old, so was Jesus lifted up 
by the Divine life within Him. As Moses lifted up his rod to do 
the work of redemption for Israel, so Jesus is lifted up to be an En- 
sign for the people, that the Gentiles might look to Htm. He was 
lifted up in order that He might lift op thy griefs and set thee free 
He humbled Himself to hear with Divine haired the burden of 
Saunir onslaught, which would hold thee back from God. Dost 
thou feel complainingly that Cod punishes thee for thy sin? or, 
dost thou hale thy sin, associating thyself with the hatred of Jesus, 
and using His grace to shake off the tyranny of the evil one rom 
which lie would deliver thee? Christ will hft thee up lake heed 
that thou do not cast Him down. 

The .lays of earthly pleasure die out in darkness, and wither hkc 
herbs. Remember thou that man was formed for a higher and a 
more enduring day. Think how God says to His Only Sun I Ins 
day have I begotten Thee. Remember that He calls thee to be one 
of be children of that Eternal Day. Seek not consolation for thy 
sins in any earthly deceit, but seek that consolation which shall 
raise thee out of thy sins, even the renewing power or the Com- 
forter which is the Holy Ghost. 

lool up ! Sumter the prayer, Our Father ! lie who sUs a 
God's Right Hand calls thee to share His throne. He will not 
forget thee. Do not thou forget Him. Think how He bids thee 
recti! the thought of His Passion. "Do this in remembrance o 
K That memorial will never fail of Divine acknowledgement H 
thou feedest thereon with thankfulness. 

Cod on high beholds His people with changeless love and power. 

He beholds thee as one of the living stones of the Holy City 

sus looks forward "to see of the travail of H« soul" when all 

{hose living stones shall be securely built on high m It* own 

B ' The Psalmist turns from the consideration of present misery to 

th IJ.vine assurance which belongs to Zion, however mud, now 

vastated. We must never cease to bewail the state «T fl™**- 

dom,tut we most never be despondent. The gates of hell will 
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not prevail. Things most come to their worst in order to try the 
faith of GctPs people. There will be a sudden manifestation of 
Divine power in the end. 

Alt nations shall acknowledge the Name of Christ, not neces. 
sarily at one and the same lime, kit in such way as to contribute 
their portion to the number or the elect gathered from all parts. 
Every nation must yield its own portion to the complete Mill, the 
new race formed otil of the suhstancc of the Hody of Christ, but 
extended so as to include all elements of human nature, however 
they may be scattered and obscured. 

We must look forward to the great shout of Hallehiyah. That 
word is here intimated for the first time. "A new-born people 
shall praise Jah, shall sing Halle! to Jah." 

God hears the sobs of the prisoners. He knows if we are really 
sensible of our bondage. " He that commitieth sin is the slave of 
sin." We are born dead in trespasses and sins, but Cod hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel. 

We are born again in the Name of the Lord. Zion is the 
Church upon earth. Jerusalem is the Church regarded in her 
completed glory, resounding with the praises which the faithful give 
with one heart and one voice. Thus we look forward to all the 
kingdoms of the world becoming consolidated in the heavenly 
glory of Messiah's rule. 

The death of Christ is not His removal from the earth, for He- 
lives on in His Church. Humanly speaking, His work was to be 
finished in the midst of His days. That is the age when manhood 
properly reaches its maturity. 1 le was not to be "taken up" as a 
sacrifice consumed by fire was " taken up" (that was the proper 
phrase of the whole burnt -offering) in such sense as to imply that 
He should be separated from the world which He had redeemed. 
The sacrifice was "taken up" in the smoke. He is taken up in 
the heavenly Fire that He may live with our earthly nature 
glorified for ever in the fellowship of Cod. The redeemed people 
shall be "caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air." 
His years live with Divine power through all generations. He 
shall bring in Himself the souls which "never died" (John xi. 3 o). 
He shall lift their bodies from the grave to live henceforth glorified 
in His own liody for ever. 

We must be so living with Christ, that we may have our part in 
this final ascension, the complete regeneration of mankind. Out 
own natural life is only half our days. To be taken away in our 
own earthly individuality is what we deprecate, not necessarily 
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brieflife, but life such as fails of its abiding and eternal consum.na- 

lif All tl^rcumstances in earthly life are transient They a^ a 

,-arment which the Incarnate God wears. Tins includes or rather, 

K5L, the elect people over whom He lives as the lead. lie 

saims are the "train" of the Lord of Hosts which fills the 

sanctuary They are taken away from their earthbness, trans- 

S as to live with His eternity, changed from glory to glory. 

T T sufferings of their earthly life, like the ^tads of His own 

Personal Passion, live on in them with a pcrpfctU*! evidence of 

S "lor,, the grace of His Passion which He caused them to 

a e The; are the dyed garments wherewith He will come forth 

from 'Bo,rah, saints whose blood testifies to the outrages which 

they have endured, by the endurance of winch they also by the 

power of 1 lis grace have conquered -Satan. 

' The people of Christ shall never fad from the earth he yeais 
of time 3 develop into the glory of etc. iuty. So shall we ever 
be with the Lord." 

PLNITLNCK 111 J RSTING INTO I'RMSll 

2 O Lord, I pray Thee, hear my prayer 1 
Let mine appeal to Thee draw near : 

3 Hide not Thy fnce in trouble's day : 
Stretch forth to me Thine ear alway : 
Answer my cry : do not delay. 
See t— Spent like smoke my days are barm d : 
My bones are like a cinder'd brand : 
Like withered grass my heart is dry : 
I leave my food forgetfully. 
Wearied with longconlinu'd groan, 
Cleaves to my flesh tlV unnourishetl bone. 

, r, j ■ , r.it the mittn of Rehkn, v> »""' W *W (kh l ' ialm "*'"' " 

7 A pelican, the desert's child, 
An owl, that whoops in ruins wild — 

8 So keep I my sad watch, complaining, 
Like sparrow lone on roof remaining. 

n All day, toy foes reproaches pour : 
At me the fiendish braggarts swore. 

The loneliness aj the 1'iuiioit. 



4 
5 

6 
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I 



IO 



II 



I feed on ashes as my brenil, 
And fill my cup with tears t slied : 
So foams Thy wrath vviLli Tiirious frown, 
Who lifting up, didst cast me down. 

12 My d;iys arc like eve's leriglhetMfijf sfratte, 
And I a herb through drought dcray'd. 

The uplifting of Israel ly ^destination and then in Ch, n/U tneamate .VmnktA 
Tht ■casting.ion.n u/i t ht ,„ k**m»SM* e 4t t i mk $ m t iat . Ai ,/,, resurrection 
ft* t ttt predestined throw i.s sutv. 

* 

13 Hilt, Lord, Thy scat shall aye endure, 
With blest memorial ever sine. 

14 Thou yeam'st for Zion, and wilt rise : 
Tifi time for grace : the crisis cries ! 

15 Thy servants, pleased, her stones behold, 
And grieve in dust to see them roll'd. 

This was af-parently written when the captives Inew that the se,<enty years were 
wilt-High eanelutteit. The stents of 07'erthrow. 



if. 

'7 
IS 



Thy Name, Lord, shall the Gentiles fear: 
Thy glory all earth's kings revere : 
For now the Lord builds Zion's height : 
He shows Himself in glory bright- 
Turns to the barren d warnings' prayer, 
Despising not the prayer they hear. 



3) 



&to becomes the h*wt»b hnesalen,. The m**ih*» of jemsalen, .toes »ot 
tnvnioiale ***<**» *?& to Zion. A-,,- ,/„,, t he conation of Christen.!,,,, „,„r 
the glory of the c.ty whteh Christ is hunting M /,„.,,, ,,„,„,,. *«t& it may t „„ 
delay. I he new birth of the coming kingdom. 

19 For future limes this writing bring r 
Jam's praise a new-born people sing. 

20 He from His Holy height look'd forth ; 
The Lord from heav'n regards the earth 
To hear the sobbing bondman's cry, 
To bring Death's heirs to liberty. 

I'enitenee ft the mother 0/ /■raise. This introdnrcs the " llallrliiyahs" of the 
renaming fiction of the Palter, f.W hear,/ the groaning ofHisfeofte in Forte. Ht> 
it ;s always off it Han which brings His deti-.'crame ami Mis sing. 

22 tn Ztoh tell they the Lord's Name- 
Mis praises in Jerusalem, 

23 While peoples gather with accord — 
Yea, kingdoms wide— to serve the Lord. 

The ^generating Nan,,, the iltuminated f.f of yeahc. The Catholic Church. 
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24 lie made nry travelling vigour bend, 

And reap'd ere days had rearlv'd their end. 

25 My Godhead ! Take not up, I S»U(i 
Ere half my days arc numbered : 

Thy years through generations spread. 

firm «tprf thirtyth<te and it ha// yean at His a u.i/iyion. " Kraf-d " ttfmi the 

it en. 

26 Of old Thnu stablishedst the earth : 
llcav'n from Thy Hands rerciv'd its birth. 

2j They perish, but Thou still stialt stay ! 
These like a garment wear away ! 
Thy robe Thou changest : changed are they. 

Christ is net taken «fi h human death, but Ihei dhineiy through all fit 1 01 e 
generations. The Btmvnt, loth material and spiritual, are hot ,1 pmraiti, the 
'/'.'vine Personality of Christ is the eternal m ririly of Ms unehattiyahteness. 

28 Hut Thou, th' Eternal, changeless,— He 
Whose years shall ne'er completion sec. 
2y Thy servants' sons shall dwell secure : 
Their seed before Thee firmly shall endure. 

The sacramental indwelling. " tit dwelteth in me an,t I in It tin," 



I'SALM 103. 
GRATITUDE NOR TUB KliSUKUKCTJON 

THK contrast of * iod's unchangeableness and our perishableness 
would lead to despondency, but God has clothed Himself with our 
nature and made us in His renewed Humanity partakers of a 
resurrectinn to eternal life. Ps. 102. began with deploring the ruins 
of Jerusalem, the failure of the race that God had created for 
Himself, and the failure of its subsequent resuscitation. Now it 
rises in Christ to perish no more. The throne in Heaven "high 
and lifted up" prepared of old for the Son of Man is now occupied 
by the Incarnate Son. He sils upon the throne, judging in 
righteousness. His throne is prepared for judgement. The saints 
are partakers of His righteousness. The Powers of Darkness are 
judged (I's. 9.). It is the throne of the Incarnate Word, uniting 
10 Himself His earthly Pride, the Church (Vs. 45.). The throne of 
the true David is the very Sun of Righteousness, making the 
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renewed world live with its brightness (I's. 89.}. The people of 
Messiah arc to sit with Him enthroned, even as He Himself is 
in the glory of the Father (Ps. 132. 12). 

The contemplation of this glorious destiny must fill us with fear 
lest we come short of that enthroned sovereignly wherein God calls 
us from the struggle of earth to share in His promised rest 
(Heb. iv. 1). God rested from His work of creation. Man has to 
carry out his work. The first Adam failed, choosing earlh which 
he had, rather than the holy rest which was promised to him. 
The ancient people of God failed, for they had not faith to grasp the 
heavenly power. We are now called by gift of Divine life to share 
the rest which remains upon the eternal throne, although while 
we are on earth we have to struggle to secure it. 

THE KfNGDOM OF MESSIAH ESTABLISHED IN 
HEAVENLY GLORY 

The Lord Gracious in dealing with the Sinner 

Bless thou the Lord' ! My soul exclaim ! 
My heart ! To praise His holy Name ! 

2 Bless thou the Lord, 2 my soul, nor e'er 
Forget what all His dealings were. 

3 He pardons thine iniquity, 

In all thy sickness healing thee — 

4 Avenges lest the chasm destroy— 
Crowns thee with mercy's tender joy — 

5 Fills all thy gaiety with good — 

Gives strength with eagle-youth renew'd. 

The soul in its natural consciousness prattes ftr external blessings. The regene- 
rate heart praises for the gift of new life. 

The Lord Compassionate in the Discipline of Righteousness 

6 How works the Lord in righteousness — 
Gives judgement whosoe'er oppress 1 

7 He made His ways to Moses known — 
To Israel's sons hath exploits shown. 

8 Compassionate and gracious Lord ! 
With anger halting, mercy shower'd. 

9 He will not strife perpetual wage, 
Nor cherish it from age to age. 
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10 Not by our sins' due meed lie smites, 
Nor our iniquities requites. 

The exodus was the typical deliverance of Is, act, /.rtfitring for Christ. That 
law of dclinrance would n-er U at work until Christ should come. It would work 
Z/^elfltly in the kingdom of „ ace for the deliver*™ of Christ's ,ne„,hers f, 0,0 
(he assaults of Satan. 

The Lord Fatherly in the Loftiness of His Bounty 

1 1 As Heav'n o'er earth expands in height, 
So on blest fear shines mercy's might 

12 He, far as dawn from dusk of day, 
Takes our transgressions far away. 

13 Ev'n with a father's tender care, 

So cares the Lord for them that fear. 

14 For well He knows our feeble frame — 
Remembers that from dust we came. 

The Lord Unchanging in the Faithfulness of His Covenant 

15 Frail man ! His days are reap'd like grass- 
Like field-flowers, gay— like them, to pass S 

16 The hot wind breathes on them. They're gone ! 
Where once they bloom'd, no longer known ! 

17 But mercy which the Lord bestows 
Eternal, aye eternal, flows, 

On them that fear Him strong to bless I 
Sons' sons shall own His righteousness ! 

18 Still to His covenant keeping true, 
Mindful His precepts still to do ! 

Cod's ircalh Masts what is merely of earth. 

The Lord Eternal in the Sovereignty of His Kingdom 

19 The Lord t In Heaven firm stands His throne ! 
The universe His rule must own. 

20 All ye His angels, bless ' the Lord, 
Vigorous in might to do His Word, 
His Word's great voice, so truly heard. 

2t Bless a ye the Lord, yc hosts of His 
Whose pleasure rules your ministries. 

22 Bless" ye the Lord, ye works around, 
Where'er His world-wide rule is found. 
Bless thou, my soul, the Lord with glory s crown'd. 
Threefold atfeat to creation. Threefold appeal to his stmt (verses 1, 1. afc) 
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I'SALM 104. 

MAN CREATED TO HOLD FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD 

IfALLELUYAJl I. 

THE world is the trade of God, and testifies to a spiritual con- 
summation as having been present to the Divine Mind from the 
beginning. Man was to be the lord of all. All was subject to 
death, but out of death we witness continued renewal pointing our 
thoughts onward lo the resurrection. 

If we recognise this relation of man to God as the Creator we 
must feel the necessity of praising God for the gifts of creation, 'and 
then, further, praising Him with the gifts of Creation 

We must rise above Creation and feel the love of God as a power 
superior to Creation. We must feel that the creatures of time are 
wanting in their chief proper purpose if they are not instrumental 
towards the glorification of God. 

We cannot bow down to any created object as worthy to be the 
end for which we live. We lose it when we die. We must accept 
all Gods creatures as means of fellowship with Himself while we 
are here and helping us to attain with grateful consciousness to a 
higher fellowship with Himself hereafter. As He is the Giver of 
life to all, we can look to die to earthly things in the hope of a life 
winch is of a higher character with Himself. 

Our joy must therefore be to praise God in the contemplation 
and use of all His creatures. All without Him were nothingness 
for all came out of nothing. All things shine with a heavenly light 
when contemplated in the glory or His Love. 

THE EARTH THE CRADLE OF MESSIAH'S KINGDOM 

1 Bless thou, my soul, the mighty Lord ! 
O Lord, my God, exceeding great, 
Majestic, bright, as robed in state ! 

2 He spreads the light as vest to wear : 
The outstretch'd heavens His curtains are, 

3 Waters I lis palace- heights sustain : 
Clouds are the chariot of His train ; 
On spirit-wings He rides to reign. 

4 Spirits as messengers He claims, 
With ministries of fiery flames. 

C,Zt °">Tn f *T;, ' ***"** >'' * -**W**« 0/ m tararnate 
,,,17 >, /■ , *5* ""■ """'" "*** «<>—"< and ,/,, l, aP! L,nal 
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5 Earth's basis firm established He, 
Unshaken to eternity. 

6 O'er it the mantling deep He spread : 
The waves o'er-topp'd each mountain-head. 

7 Downward at Thy rebuke they flow : 
Scared by Thy thunder's voice they go : 

8 Hills rise on high with fissures deep : 
Where Thou bast fixt their home they leap. 

9 Thou gav'st them borders ne'er to cross, 
Nor turn their waves o'er earth to loss. 

10 He sends the downward leaping rills, 
That run between the parted hills. 

11 The beasts come near their draught to take : 
Wild asses there their thirst can break. 

12 The birds of heav'n above them dwell, 
Which sing in many a leafy cell. 

13 The hill-tops drink from stores on high : 
Rich fruit for earth Thy works supply. 

14 Green grows the grass for herds around ; 
Glad crops for man's support are found : 
He makes the earth with corn abound. 

ird Day. The earth tmlcankally shaking off the wains tha I ovcrjlwed it. Their 
utptien upon the earth's surface fijet by Divine Amis. U'/tat was a desolation, becomes 
a principle of nourishment. 

15 He makes man's heart rejoice with wine — 
Gives oil to make his face to shine : 
Bread stays man's heart, lest frailty pine. 

16 Trees of the Lord are well supplied : 
Cedars He planted, Lilian's pride. 

17 Sec, there the birds nest-building come : 
The cypress gives the stork a home : 

1 3 O'er the high hills the goats will bound : 
Marmots in crags have refuge found. 

19 He made the moon, a festal guide : 
At eve the sun knows where to hide. 

20 Thou sett'sl the darkness : night is deep ; 
Then forest-beasts for plunder creep. 

ttk Day, Com ami 'mint and oil, symbols fiwided in nature to be sane t if til in 
grace. Cedars to be used in imtdlHg the Temple. 

21 The lion-cubs, that roar for prey, 
From Godhead seek their hunger's stay. 
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22 The sun arises : back they hie, 
In jungle mansions gone to lie. 

23 Man speeds, his labour to begin, 
His service fixt, till eve set in. 

24 How great then are Thy works, O Lord,— 
Thy wisdom in them all outpour'd ! 
Earth with Thy wealth is richly stor'd, 

25 The sea's great circling width behold, 
Creeping with creatures manifold, 
Small forms of life and monsters bold. 

26 There sail the ships with burdens fraught, 
Leviathan form'd there for sport ! 

jrt />«,., Leviathan the irf, o/d la ht,cal/,cw C rs in the sf>irit«at stormy seal. 
J first too are suKietvlcnt to Ci>d's fiirwers. 

27 All creatures look intent to Thee, 
Time after time as need shall be. 

28 Thou giv'st, and they collect the food : 
Thy open'd Hand fills all with good. 

29 Thou hid'sl Thy face, and quick they quail : 
Thou tak'sl their breath : they gasp and fail, 
To dust returning, all so frail. 

30 Thou send'st Thy breath, creation's dower ; 
The soil's new face attests Thy power. 

jehmah gives the goods of earth to the creatures of earth. Mart joyously He rh-es 
the food 0/ eternal li/e to His children. This is a world „f death.' The hreath at 
(*od quickens with a new life and farms <t new world. 

31 Glory for ever to the Lord I 

Joy to the Lord His works afford. 

32 At His regard how quaked the earth : 
Hills at His touch in smoke broke forth. 

33 Through life the Lord shall claim my song : 
Psalms to my God for aye belong. 

34 He'll own tb' outpouring of my mind : 
1 in the Lord my joy shall find. 

35 Sinners from earth shall disappear : 

The wicked \~ Look ! They are not there ! 
My soul to bless the Lord prepare ! 

HaU.ELUYAII, 

Cod deligh ts in creation as the mawfesta tion if ft is own inferior glory. He is the 
glory ivhiih His creatures only rtftet t. 
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PSALM 105. 
THE PROMISE TO THE FATHERS 

llALl.ELUYAH II. 

THK Psalm of creation tells of the home prepared for man that he 
may glorify God. Now follows the Psalm of exodus. The tion of 
God must be brought out of this evil world. Joseph is the type of 
Him. The exodus is the manifestation of the Divine Power in 
Israel. Israel contains within itself the Humanity wherein the 
Son of God shall be Incarnate. The plagues, the wonders of the 
wilderness, were none of them for Israel's sake, but they indicated 
the mysterious destiny of Mini who should triumph over the Prince 
of Darkness and briny the people with Divine power to the heavenly 
rest which remaincth. There God would welcome man, but He 
could not do so until man had accomplished the work wb>h God 
gave him to do. This could only be done by the Incarnate Son 
of God. Then He would bring His people into the Divine rest 
which God had consecrated of old. 

St Paul tells us that Joshua did not bring the people to that test. 
They failed through unbelief. 

Wc as we recite this Psalm must be careful to do so with a firm 
spirit of faith, accepting the troubles of earthly experience as means 
of appropriating God's higher gifts, feeling secure in God's hive 
while we also acknowledge thai we cannot triumph over the earth 
by the earth. Only by suffering can we so win God's favour as to 
attain to the Kingdom to which He calls us in His only Son. 



THE DIVINE SON HKOUGIIT OUT OF EGYPT 

I 
Exordium 

1 Thank 1 ye the Lord ! Invoke 2 His Name I 
His exploits to mankind proclaim 3 ! 

2 Sing ' ye to 1 lim ! with psalms draw near- ! 
Muse 8 upon all His marvels here! 

3 His holy Name with boast record ! 
Joy to the heart which seeks the Lord 1 
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4 Sue for the Lord,' His strength s lo sec ! 
Seek ye His Face a continually ! 

5 Mind ye what marvels' He has wrought— 

Signs ^judgements >— which His mouth hath taught 

6 All ye His servants, Abraham's seed, 
His choice as Jacob's sons indeed. 



Promise to Abraham 

7 For Him, the Lord our Cod, we own ! 

His judgements through the earth are known. 

S lie keeps His Word, His covenant, fast, 

While thousand generations last, 
9 To Abraham ratified of old, 

And with an oath to Isaac told, 
io To Jacob by decree made sure, 

Israel's covenant to endure. 

11 I give thee Canaan's land, He spake, 
Your heritage by line to take ! 

12 Yet few in number then they were : 
A tiny band, they sojourn'd there. 



in 



Patriarchal I Vaiuierings 

13 Midst Gentile hordes their tent they change, 
Left kingdoms, went to peoples strange. 

1 4 He suffer'd no man to oppress : 

He smote e'en kings for their distress. 

15 "Touch not the anointed ones of mine 
And wrong not my prophetic line." 

16 Stern famine through the earth He woke 
And all the staff of bread He broke. 

17 He sent a man before their face : 
Joseph was sold in bonds' disgrace, 

18 They vext his feet with biting pain : 
His soul endured the iron chain. 
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IV 

Joseph in Egypt 

19 The time arrives : The Lord's Word catne : 
His promise search'd him through like dame, 

20 Then sent the king to liberate : 
The people's ruler oped the gate. 

21 As master o'er the house he reigns, 
And ruler through his wide domains, 

22 To bind their princes by his will, 
And teach their senate social skill, 

2 j Then into Egypt Israel came, 

Jacob as guest in land of Ham. 
24 He made his people fruitful there, 

More serried than th' oppressors were. 

IsstfiVs deliverance from /niton, a type of Christ rising /ram the grape. Jesus mi 
the throne of God. The world learns tj itc civilisation from the Christian Chnreji. 
The Church multiplying antidst persecutions. 



Egyptian Oppression ami the Plagues 

25 He turn'd their heart His own to hate, 
His servants to exterminate. 

26 He sent His servant Moses down, 
And Aaron chosen as His own. 

27 Dread signs they titter'd hy His Word : 
The land of Ham the wonders heard. 

28 He sent them darkness, heav'n's dark shroud i 
So they His sovereign Word allow'd. 

29 He turn'd their waters into blood : 
He slew their fish ; so foul the flood ! 

30 Great swarms of frogs their land infest, 
In halls for royal functions drest. 

Gotfs Messing- makes the world hate the Church. 7'his leads to the exodus 0/ the 
Church. YVe cannot desire Heaven unless we /eel earth's antagonism. The plagues 
typical 0/ judgements on the unbelieving world. gM Plague. 1st Plague, ind 
Plague. 

VI 

The Plagues 

31 He spake and swarming beetles flit : 
Gnats through their borders buzz'd and bit. 

32 He gave them stony showers of hail : 
Fires flaming through their land prevail, 

VOL. II. /, 
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33 Fig-tree and vine those tempests kill, 
And shiver'd shrubs their borders fill. 

34 He spake, and locusts fill their coasts, 
And caterpillars, countless hosts. 

35 The soil's green produce they devour, 
Devouring fruit with sateless power. 

36 He smote their first-born, man and brute, 
The firstlings of all nature's fruit. 

■pd Plague. ith Plague. 5 M Plague, talk Plague. 



VII 

The journey through (he Wilderness 

37 His marching hosts with spoils abound : 
No stumbling midst their tribes was found. 

38 Egypt rejoiced while they depart : — 
Such terror falls on every heart. 

39 A cloud with sheltering care He spread, 
And fire by night, its light to shed. 

40 At their request the quail was given : 

He filled them with the bread of Heaven. 

41 He pierced the rock and waters flow'd : 
A river midst the drought He show'd. 

Perhaps the ji>y of Egypt may typify the joy of the ungodly world -when the l«w 
witnesses are stain. Shortlived J&J The thud as the humanity 0/ Christ shelter. 
ing us in suffering. The fire as His Godhead illuminating us in darkness . 

42 He bore in mind His holy Word, 
By Abraham, His servant, beard. 

43 With glee He led His people out, 
His chosen ones, with ringing shout. 

44 He gave to them the Gentile's soil, 
To hold what masses raised with toil : 

45 So should they His decrees observe, 
His laws, with heed no mure to swerve. 

HALi.EI.UVAH. 

The great exudus. The bunt of prnmisc represents mans primal destiny. The 
land 0/ T.gypt tile sphere of Satan's tyranny. The development 0/ human nature Sn 
earth is in same way preparing fir the joy of the Church hereafter. 
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PSALM 106. 

FAITH LOOKING FORWARD AMIDST TROUBLES TO 
THE PROMISED GLORY 

HALLELUVAH III 

BOOK III. and Book IV., both of them, close with a sad recital of 
man's s,n thwarting God's good purpose. What return did Israel 
make for God's marvellous interpositions ? We as we sing tins 
Psalm must think of the unfaithfulness of Christendom. See the 
Church in our own day ! What idols of stiver and gold, and of 
science and culture ! How we subordinate God to various devices 
of our own ! We are apt to wish to see wonders. Alas! we are 
blind to the wonders of His Church. An adulterous generation 
seeketb after a sign, because it is not reaching out after the high 
aims of our faith, and consequently will not look to the hidden 
mysteries bv which God is leading us onward. How little are we 
ready to destroy the Canannitcs, the maxims of the world ! We will 
not take possession of the world in the Name of God, and so the 
world enslaves us- There may be revivals of a limited kind, as God 
raised up judges in Israel. How soon does the effort die out ! 
' Still then we have to be crying out Hosanna ! Save us ! The 
cry will not be in vain. " lie thai shall come will come." 

"Amen" tells of Cod's truth though every man be false ! There- 
fore we can end with Halleluyah, looking forward to the jubilant 
strains of heavenly triumph in Book V. 

This is the first of the eight Psalms with double 1 lalleluyah. 

MESSIAH'S KINGDOM THWARTED 15V THE SINS OF 
THE PEOI'EE 



Exordium 

1 HrtU.ELUVAII 

Thank ye the Lord, for He is good I 
His mercy stands as aye it stood ! 

2 Oh ! Who the Lord's great might shall tell. 
Or reach the truth His praise to swell ! 

3 Happy on judgement's path who press, 
To work at all limes righteousness 1 

Man's nxmtt imtMi tell the goodness summed <ip in the eternal II W./™»( whom 
all amies. II 'f praise (i<id test by carrying out His Werd in ol-ediencc. 



J 
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Appeal for God's Mercy 

4 Lord, with salvation visit me, 
The smile of well -pleased memory, 

5 To see what good Thy chosen gain, 
The joy which Thy blest race retain, 
And boast amidst Thine heirs to reign. 

God's gooilntss is the common inheritance ef the saints, hut we must share it Ay 
indtvidtitit experiences ami grateful memory. 

Ill 

Confession of Sins 

6 As sinn'd our fathers, so have we, 
Iniquitously, wickedly ! 

7 They ne'er on Egypt's wonders thought, 
But Thy vast mercies counted nought : 
At the Red Sea the rebels fought. 

8 Yet saved He them, determined now 
His Name to own, His might to show. 

IV 

The Passage of the Red Sea 

9 He smote the sea : that it was dried : 
He led through depths as deserts wide. 
He saved ihem from the hand of hate, — 
On the foe's hand wrought vengeance great. 
The waters gulph'd the oppressors' host : 
Not one remained : all, all, were lost ! 
Then they believed the words He spake ! 
In songs of praise their joyaunce brake. 



10 
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Murmuring for Food 

13 But soon forgat they what He did : 

They would not pause, though He might bid : 

14 Ev'n in the wild to lust they haste, 
Tempt Godhead in Jeshimon's waste. 

15 Just as they ask, lie gives supply, 
But fills their souls with atrophy. 

Their firs! sin. Self ivilied prayer is dangerous. God -withholds answers in lime. 
An intellectual demand nfion the truth ofuofslove is nut good unless it be suhnrdi.mted 
to the love ofdoifs Truth, 
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VI 

■ 
Rebellion against Moses 

16 They envied Moses' princely word, 
And Aaron holy to the Lord, 

17 Earth oped : o'er Dathan closed the pit : 
Abii am's troop were gulph'd in it. 

18 Amidst their troop how blazed the fire ! 
The flame devour'd the wicked choir. 

7 heir second sin. The pricstltoott of Aaron s wat the central principle oj T.rwi, 
tidiness as the Apostolic ministry with gifts of the Holy Ghost is the ilm'nr tir£ni.. .no 
of sanctif cation to the Church as Christ's ffody. 

VII 

The Golden Calf 

19 In Horeb next a calf they made, — 
To molten metal worship paid. 

20 They changed their nation's glory, as 
An imaged hull that cateth grass. 

2i Their Saviour- Godhead they forgot, — 
His deeds in Egypt heeded not,— 

22 His wonders in th' Ibtmitic land, 
His terrors by the Red Sea strand. 

23 Then when He thicalen'd to consume, 
Moses, His chosen, stayed the doom. 
Before Ilinr in the breach he stood, 
And lurn'd I lis wrath's destructive flood. 

Their third sin* God vhangttlt not His promise hut His profile than?-,- lit* <■ • nt 
The earth shall he orerthnrwn, The A'inedom of Hod is ttnshnWn, The on 1 '- '>!*■ e\ 
in Psalter where the word occurs. (Pss. 15. 4, 46. 3.) Israel resitted Mote*. ( I'd 
heard him. Controversy eotszterts none. Trayer Arings an answer. 

vm 
The Refused lo go Forumi'd 

24 They're didl whate'er His Word inspire, — 
Refuse the land of love's desire. 

25 With murmurs in their tents they stay : 
They hear not what the Lord may say. 

2fi He raised His Hand against their host, 
In yon great wild o'erthrcw their boast, 

z, Their seed midst Gentiles lo o'erthrow. 

Scattcr'd through lands in world-wide woe. 

Their fourth silt, M The land of desire" tons a type of Him who is the desire 
of all notions, lie is the Word -whom they would not believe when He eame to them, 
the Stone that sons to re refused, liaising the hand for an oath. The future si altering 
in accordance with the drmtni ■ lotions of Jiloses, icLrivpliihid through rejerfire Christ- 
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OUR MIDDEN LIFE 



IX 



The Midianitish Seduction 

28 To Baalpeor were they wed, 
And ate the offering of the dead. 

29 So did they vex Him with their sin, 
And thus the vengeful plague broke in. 

30 Then stood up Fhinehas ;ind pray'd : 
By him the vengeful plague was stay'd. 

31 . 'Twas reckon'd as his righteousness— 

For endless ages to confess. 

Their fifth sin. The High Priesthood was pledged to kh family a/tttotigh for it 
short time held by lihamar. 



The Crag of Kadesh 

33 Meribah's tide I There burst a flame ! 
The wrong they roused on Moses came. 

33 For whilst His Spirit they defy, 
His babbling lips gave quick reply, 

7 'A eir si.ith sin. 7 hey defied t iods Spirit in Moses. Moses took the fence as com ■ 
mitted against himself. (Isn. lull ia, ) 

XI 

The Failure to destroy the Cttnaunites 

34 The peoples did they not consume, 

Nor work'd the Lord's commission'd doom, 

35 But, lost amidst the Gentiles there, 

They learnt from them foul works to share. 

36 To idols bowed in service vile, 
They fell ensnared by many a wile ! 

37 Their sons, their daughters, there they bring, 
Victims to demons offering. 

38 The blood they shed was innocent : 

Their sons', their daughters', blood they spent, 

Victims to Canaan's idols sent ) 

Through all the land the blood-stain went ! 

They sit tied in Canaan by not destroying those whom Cod had doomed. Joining 
in the idolatry. So latitudinarianisnt leads to misbelief and evil practice. How has the 
Church fallen by accepting the maxims of the world! Civilization is woi Idliness 
Christianized, but it is also Christianity heathenized. 
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XII 

Oppression by the hostile Tribes 

39 Thus in their works were they profaned, 
In practices with whoredom stain'd ! 

40 Then blazed the anger of the Lord : 
I lis heritage became abhorr'd. 

41 He gave them to the Gentiles' hand : 
Their haters now as rulers stand. 

42 They felt the pressure of the foe, 
Whose heavy hand thus laid them low, 

43 Full many a time He set them free: 
But still to rebel plans they flee, 
Collapsing in iniquity ! 

XIII 

God's Mercy in the midst of the Babylonish Captivity 

44 He saw their plight when troubles press'd, 
Hearing their cry when thus distress'd. 

45 Their covenant claim in mind lie bore, 
Moved to fresh mercies more and more. 

46 lie gave them to find tender care, 

Ev'n from their captors where they were, 

XIV 

Prayer for Restoration 

47 Save us, O Lord, our God, we pray, 
And gather us from Gentile sway, 
Thy holy Name with thanks to raise, 
With joyous plaudits in Thy praise, 

A prayer which echoes on from the lips of the fathers to make intercession tor 
their descendants, scattered as they were to be for their last and greatest sin. 



XV 

Doxology 

48 Lord God of Israel I All blest be lie 
From timeless past and to eternity ! 
The people's shout one loud Amen shall be t 

IIali.eluyaii. 



BOOK V 
Psalms 107.-150, 
THE PRIEST UPON GOD'S RIGHT HAND 

THE HEAVENLY SACRIFICE 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

PS. 107. is prefatory.— It summons all to praise God for 
His mercy to them in their distress, scattered throughout 
the world 1 hey are now gathered by Messiah into 
tamuies, the various national Churches of Christendom 
The precautions of the enemy cannot hinder the growth 
ol Lhnst s Church. 

Trilogy of Redeeming Power 

Ps. 108.— This Psalm, repeated from P 5 . 5; and Ps 

° h '' S ^ utt ?™ ce of the stout-hearted Conqueror 
vhose whole will , s si mply fixed upon doi ^ 

In the strength of the Divine Benediction He looks for 
alJ enemies to be made subject to Him. 

Ps tog. delineates in terrible detail the judgement 
w.h,ch « come upon those who reject Him whom 
God hath sent. His will is perfectly at one with the 
w.11 of the Father. H e cannot draw back from the 
imprecations as man, which He will have to carry out 
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in judgement as God. God's- enemies are the objects of 
His hatred, for they are wholly evil. They have chosen 
Satan (the antagonist) to be their head, and they must 
share the doom which He, the Seed of the woman, is 
come to exert upon them. All judgement is committed 
unto Him because He is the Son of Man. 

These two Psalms illustrate the law of the Psalter, 
that triumph and doom must always go together. The 
Psalm of Messiah's victory is followed by the final 
judgement upon His enemies. 

This being thus ordered, Messiah is called to exercise 
His heavenly Priesthood at the Right Hand of the 
Father. As Melcbizedek blessed Abram when " re- 
turning from the slaughter of the Kings " after he had 
delivered Lot, so the Divine Personality appears invest- 
ing with priestly benediction the Seed of Abram, "the 
lofty Father," returning to the Heavenly Salem after re- 
deeming mankind, and crushing the powers of darkness. 

We have the thought of God as King in the Pss. 
93'> 9S-> 96., 97., 98., 99. Now in this opening series 
of the ascended Priest, we have the idea of Righteous- 
ness as the law of His Priestly Kingdom (Pss. 110., 
111., r 12., 1 16., 1 1 8.). The King is a Priest ministering 
righteousness. The Kingdom is a kingdom of righteous- 
ness in which none but the righteous can have share, 
and that righteousness is not merely a righteousness of 
natural observance, after the manner of the ancient law, 
but of spiritual and heavenly communication, according 
to the blessing wherewith Meichizedek blessed Abraham. 
Christ is typified, as Redeemer on earth, and Priest in 
Heaven, by the two Patriarchs. 

Pss. no., 114., 118. seem to stand by themselves. 
They are not Halleluyah Psalms, but have a specially 
Divine character, and they enclose two Halleluyatic 
trilogies as subordinate to themselves Thus they lead 
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us up to the culminating Psalm of the Egyptian Ilallel, 
the Hosanna glorifying the Stone which the builders re- 
jected, although it was predestined to become the head 
corner Stone of the Temple of God. 

Ps. no. — The Seed of Abraham, who is returning 
from smiting the Kings, is called to God's Right Hand 
upon the Holy Hill of the heavenly Zion. There lie 
is to be a High Priest for ever, after the Order of 
Melch.L7.edek, fid filling both the type of Melchizedek and 
the promise to Abraham. He has "smitten asunder" 
the Prince of this world. He has won the victory by 
subjecting Himself to be bruised and humbled, " drinking 
of the brook in the way." 

Ps. no. is emphasized by the Halleluyatic Trilogy 
which follows, and this the more because of the two 
remarkable alphabetical Psalms. An alphabetical Psalm 
follows the first Psalm of man's predestination (Ps. 8.) ; 
then the Psalm of victory In the struggle with Satan 
(Ps. 24.); then the new song of Divine life celebrating 
the Resurrection (Ps. 33.) ; then the Psalm of anti- 
Christian pride which must be overthrown by martyrdom 
(Ps. 36). Now we come to these two Psalms following 
upon the enth ionization of man in Christ as the Royal 
High Priest (Ps. 1 10.). These two Psalms intensify the 
alphabetical character by their strict regularity, their 
brevity, and their similarity. They set forth the eternal' 
righteousness of the new dispensation. These two 
Psalms intensify the idea of righteous order by their 
brevity. Ps. 1 19. expands the idea by the eightfold 
celebration of the law. This Psalm follows upon the 
revelation of manhood in the triumph of J A 1 1, entering 
the heavenly sanctuary (Ps. ] 18.). Finally we have an 
alphabetical Psalm following the grand new song of the 
Son of Man in His triumph, the human race exulting in 
attainment of the promises (Ps. 144.). Thus it will be 
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seen how the alphabetical Psalms mark stages of man s 
progress in the Kingdom of Messiah and the b.vme life 
of moral order and eternal righteousness. 

Trilog} 1 of the Covenant 

MAI.I.ELUYATIC 

Mclchizcdek was the type of an everlasting Priest- 
hood That eternity is the dominating thought ol 
this trilogy (Ps. .11. 3,5, «, 9, 10; Ps, 112. 6; Ps 1X3- 
■»} The Kin^ of Righteousness presents His oblation 
upon the heavenly throne in the midst of His re- 
deemed ones with an endless HaHclnyah. 

p s ,,l praises the Lord, i.e. the enthroned Melehizcclek. 
His greatness, His joy, His majesty, His righteousness, 
the abiding efficacy with which He perpetuates is 
wonderful work of redemption. His compassion, Ihs 
rich banquet, the covenant of grace from winch He never 
draws back, His bounteous provision for His people, 
co-extensive with His creative sovereignly, Ihs dis- 
criminating exactness, His fidelity in all ll.s commands, 
His steadfastness in action, His uprightness in principle 
His redemptive benediction to His people, 11-s covenant 
of -dory reserved for them eternally in the awful sanctity 
of His ^substantial Godhead. He is the \V.sdom of 
the Father, and they who fear Him arc 1. ted up to 
share I lis life. They are illuminated ,n the fellowship tf 
His sanctity. The endless llalleluyah of the H.vmc 
glory is the joy of their life. 

Ps 112 sets forth the blessedness of this covenant as 
manifested to those who " fear the 1 .ord." That fear b 
the beginning of wisdom. Those who thus abide' hi 
Messiah's life show forth His likeness. The verses of 
this Psalm are closely correspondent with the prccedmg 
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one That was the Divine lire, this is the Christ-life of 

the Second Adam. 

God is great in Himself, working all things. The 
Second Adam ,s mighty upon earth, Himself the mighty 
bod. IIis joy fe in contemplating the Father's will and 
doing His commands. Wealth and riches are the 
express.on of the unseen Majesty, and all shall belong 

cJ t" " lS . n e hteoustlC5s * the righteousness of 
^od. 1 he Drone mindfulness ; s the light of them 
mat are m darkness which the members of Christ 
expenence. So He, the Head, manifests His covenanted 
ompass.on. He who provides the banquet of D iv i 

Z "*£ T h His members with **** * £ 

seeuritv hi T ?"" ° ut "** " e **rnal 
; ecu rity, such as befits the creative Word who feedcth 
all things. N uncmy can ^ ^ ^ 

he world sha.1 proclaim the sovereignty of His people. 

Ull T 2 tU evU rCP ° rt U,t t0 the wisdom of 
D v me ! rov ,dence and abides calmly in the Lord's 

a.hmlness So He remains steadfast to the Lord 

looking for God to work out His Divine purposes and 

give H,m victory over His enemies. He who gave J lis 

b* w.th Divine power for man's redemption, K, £ 

eVby He^K 11 ?l** ^ h <* » ^ 
ricrM Hesh ,° W L S H,s olvn righteousness by the 

righteousness which He accomplishes in them. As lie 

Name Tir'T^ ?? *' ma J eSt >' of the D "ine 
Name, so H,s Manhood is exalted, making His people 

partakers of His glory. He Aril come tefbe glorified 
in His samts, and then the wicked shall melt away 
H.s saints nse to the beatific vision, and the way 
oi the ungodly perisheth. y 

of the lowly Chdd of Mary. * His horn is exalted with 
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honour" as the Son of God, victorious over the serpent. 
The covenant-people are exalted in the Divine Name, 
the threefold Name of die Lord. This Psalm of the 
Israelites coming out of Egypt formulates itself so 
as to comprehend the greater exodus of the Catholic 
Church. Jehovah is " high above all nations, from the 
rising of the sun until the going clown thereof." 

The type was set forth in Joseph, raised from prison 
to the throne. The spiritual reality was operative in 
the exodus. The law of God's government was fulfilled 
to Hannah, when the Word of the Lord was again made 
manifest in prophecy. In Mary, tin's exaltation of 
manhood found the fulness of its truth when the Seed of 
the woman accomplished His predestined triumph and 
ascended to thtj Right Hand of the Father, calling His 
people to live with Himself, partakers of the Divine 
nature. 



Till' OCTAVE 
AN HISTORIC At. PSALM 

Ps. 114. is a brief Psalm, separating two trilogies of 
llallcluyah, and thus giving the greater importance to 
those utterances of living praise, by recalling the 
externa] features of wonder which accompanied the 
people of God's covenant in their initial journey. 

But it is itself a Psalm of special mystery ; for it 
is the Psalm for bringing the Son of God out of Egypt. 
The great question points to the importance of that 
event. Why? What is there which calls for these 
wonders. Judah was the sanctuary of Jehovah. All 
creation recognized the presence of the elect humanity 
in the people of whom Christ should be born. So it 
was said to Pharaoh : " Israel is My Son, even My 
First-born " (Ex, iv. 22). 
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The Psalm which puts this question in so simple and 
striking a manner, stands well as forming a Divine 
trilogy with Pss. no. and i i8. 

In these 1'salms we have— 

1, The enthronement of the promised High Priest. 

2. His bringing out of Egypt. 

3- His triumph as He enteis the gates of righteousness. 

Trilogy of Eternal Life. 
Ha ll el u vatic 

Ps. I 15. exults in the life-giving power of the Name of 
bod, as exercised in the new covenant of Mclchizedek 

Ps. 116. testifies to the life of God, continuing even 
when nature might despond. Love lives in the know- 
ledge of God's goodness, and so faith worketh by love 
Individual confidence is strengthened by the memory of 
the patriarchs who "died, not receiving the promises." 
They died with a firm hope that could not fail them 
DeatJi could not destroy the truth of God's promise. 

Ps. 117._T.1at truth speaks out in Christ as the 
power of a present consciousness. AH nations are 
called to receive that better gift for which the patriarchs 
looked forward. 

Psalm of Hosanna 

The Trilogy of the Covenant is followed by a lyrical 
reminiscence of the Old Covenant which still lives on, 
and lives more gloriously, in the New. 

Now the Trilogy of Eternal Life is followed by a 
triumphant ode of thanksgiving. Halleluyahs have 
praised God for what He is. This Divine Eucharistic 
song gives God thanks for that which Delias done for 
man. The Body of Christ speaks herein as partaking 



PSALM 107. 



367 



of the glow of that Divine life where in to He as the 
Head has entered. 

Ps. 1 18. is a Psalm of thanks to Jaii for His wondrous 
work of redemption, and it culminates in Hosanna — 
"Save us"— "He Thou our Jesus "—because the truest 
thanksgiving fur the redemption which He has wrought 
is simply to cling to Him and press onward with 
entreaty to gain admission into the heavenly courts 
where II is glory shall be seen. 

Faith is the substance of that for which the patriarchs 
hoped. Faith is perfected in Christ so as to rejoice in 
the reality of the thing hoped for. Faith longs to lose 
itself in sight. 

Such is tiie character of this Psalm, rising up in 
continued earnestness of threefold power, as living 
in the glorious fellowship of the eternal Trinity. The 
Son of God is the Head of the Body, and the Divine 
life wherewith Jaii has triumphed is the life whereby 
His people are made capable of giving Him thanks. 
They enter with Him to behold His glory. 

" When 1 see Thee as Thou art, 
I'll pmisc Thee as 1 ought ! " 



PSALM 107. 

MEMORIAL SONG OF PRAISE 

THE songs of Redemption in IJook V. begin with a review of food's 
general dealings with mankind. This Psalm is rather experimental 
than typical, hut it shows how Cod is leading 1 lis people, the true 
children of failh, by an upright way to the city which hath founda- 
tions, where they shall abide for ever, although in this world they 
found no satisfying home amongst men. 

God again and again hears the cry of penitence. 

Nature was diseased by sin. Godsends His Word to heal. For 
this we must offer Him true thanksgiving, and so we must feed upon 
the only acceptable oblation, and doing this, we arc made clean. 
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He who became one with us, suffering in our nature, cleanses us 
from sin and lakes away our diseases. 

All life is a stormy sea. We cannot weather it by our own 
wisdom. God permits the billows lo rise for the trial of our faith. 
He protects us and hushes them in peace, if we look to Him. 

The earth, so fruitful by His creation, has become barren by our 
sin. By the sense of need He leads us to penitence, and thus 
prepares His people for the city of abundance as their eternal 
home. 

So He delivers us from the tyranny of Satan, and makes Churches 
to grow up in all lands as sheeprolds, that His children may be 
at home under His manifold fatherly care. 

The previous Psalms referred to Israel's history. This speaks of 
the redemption of all mankind. The Egyptian story contained in 
wondrous type the law of God's further dealings when One greater 
than Moses should lead us forth from our bondage. 

God's work is progressive, in nature and in grace. Each stage 
points onward to what shall follow. 

The Son of Man is the judge of all the sons of men. They are 
called to serve Him from age to age. Psalm log. speaks of those 
who were God's enemies, but are conquered, so that they find 
salvation as the people of Christ. Psalm ion. speaks of the old 
covenanted people who would not accept the Son of Man, and there- 
fore must perish when He returns, having received ihe Kingdom. 

Thus does this trilogy prepare (he way for the great Psalm of 
Messiah's Priestly enthronement {l's. 1 10.). 

SUMMONS TO TUF SONS OF MEN 



Redeeming Mercy 

i Thank ye the Lord for He is good, 
His mercy stands as aye it stood. 

2 The Lord's avenged must speak at length, 
By vengeance claim'd from tyrant's strength, 

3 GatherM from lands H is own to be, 
From sunrise, sundown, dark and sea. 

4 As through Jcshimon's wilds they come, 
They found no city as their home. 

5 By hunger sore and thirst distress'd, 
Their soul in weakness sank uppress'd, 
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6 In trouble to the Lord they wail'd : 

He saved when pinching pride prevail'd. 

7 By upright way, He bade them come, 
To Teach the city as their home. 

8 Now then for mercy thank the Lord : 
His wondrous works to men record : 

9 The longing soul He sates with food, 
And fills the hungry soul with good. 

Jesus is the Goet hading His redeemed to the heavenly Jerusalem. " Dark " fs the 
llebrctf word for the North. The sea represented the South, i.e. the emtst 0/ F.gypt. 
Amidst the worlds weariness, Jesus guides us in the way of holiness. The returning 
ejeiles reeal! the memory 0/ the ceodtts, but they are themsehics a type 0/ a greater 
c.Yodus. The way 0/ the wanderers may tie circuitous, hut as the way 0/ obedience 
it is straight, ever onward* 

II 

/ htnislt ment fallowing Tn i nsgressitm 

10 Shrouded in darkness and dcathshadc, 
In iron bonds afflictive laid— 

1 1 For they rehcll'd at Godhead's speech, 
Scorn'd when the Highest deigned to teach - 

12 Such mischief brought them lo the ground ! 
They stumbled and no helper found. 

13 In trouble to the Lord they wail'd, 

He saved when pinching pride prevail'd. 

14 From darkness and dcathshadc lie brought 
And wrench'd the bonds in which they wrought. 

15 Now then for mercy thank ihc Lord: 
His wondrous works lo men record. 

16 The gates of brass He breaks in two : 
The iron bars His Hand can hew. 

Heart delivered from the bondage 0/ Satan liy the bursting of the gates 0/ hi ass 
through Chiist's Kcsurrection. 



Ill 

[7 Senseless lo tread transgression's way— 
Hriv'n through iniquities astray — 

18 All kinds of meat their soul abhors, 
\nd now they touch death's very doors. 

19 In trouble to the Lord they wail'd : 

He saved when pinching pride prevail'd. 

20 He sent His Word with health to save, 
To make them 'scape the whelming grave. 

VOL. It 2 A 
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21 Now then for merry thank the Lord : 
His wondrous works to men record. 

22 Yea ! Thankful sacrifices bring : 
Record His works with shouts that ring. 

Gods way was upright for their sanation. Their wn way was pentersefor their 
destruc Hon. From the eomtp tion ofou r sinfu I nature we a re delivered by the inert mat ion 
of the Word. Therefore we tnust offer the sacrifice of thanhsg iving in remembrance of 
Him and feed upon if is Jiody, that we may he made clean. 

IV 

Dangers at Sea 

23 Men launch their ships into the sea, 
And plough the deep right busily. 

24 These see what works the Lord hath wrought, 
His wonders, in the ocean taught. 

25 He speaks ; the whirlwind's breath of night 
Uprears the billows' tow'ring height. 

26 Toheav'n they mount : to depths go down : 
How melts their soul in troublous moan ! 

27 They reel, they stagger, as through drink : 
All wisdom's powers within ihcrn sink. 

28 In trouble to the Lord they wail'd : 

He saved, when pinching pride prcvail'd. 

29 He makes the whirlwind rise to peace : 
The billows, hush'd, from wildness cease. 

30 Great is their joy : their gloom subsides : 
To land-lock'd, calm, delight He guides. 

31 Now then for mercy thank the Lord ; 
H is wondrous works to men record. 

32 Exalt Him where the people meet, 
And praise Him in the elders' seat 1 

For the trial of ottr faith we are exposed to storms and difficulties which baffle our 
own wisdom, hut through these troubles He brings its to the land of peace and joy. The 
praise 0/ the Hay of resurrection amid the saints and elders round about the throne. 



Barrenfiess of Soil 

33 He changes streams to desert land, 
And watersheds to thirsty sand. 

34 He turns a fruitful boil to salt, 
When its inhabitants revolt. 
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35 He turns to pools the desert dread, 
And makes the drought a watershed, — 

36 There bids the hungry settlers come : 
A city strong they make their home. 

37 Their fields they sow : their vineyards plant : 
Full crops of fruit their labours grant. 

38 He blesses" them : in hosts they spring : 
Their herds He keeps from minisliing. 

The refrain ceases because what follows is prospective, s'is. the 7dcissiti/rfcs ot f-'f 
Church utilitant. National Churches fail through the sins of their members. The 
Kingdom of Grace though forfeited by one country, will always spring up in another. 



Dcliverume from Oppressive Stthjiiffiifum 

39 If rninish'd, crush'tl,— to them belongs 
A tale of anguish, griefs, and wrongs — 

40 He who makes nobles much despised, 
Their troops in trackless wilds chastised, 

41 But from affliction lifts the poor, 
In families, like sheep, secure. 

42 Tli' upright shall see it and rejoice : 
Malice no more shall raise its voice. 

43 These truths wise memory will discern, 
The mercy of the Lord to learn. 

Satan's Pinoers mierthro-tm. Cods people disciplined hy n'rirj,.'.'!. 
gathered out of all nations. 



Chur • ./. 



l'SALM 108. 

CONQUERING AND TO CONQUER 

A Song. .-/ Psalm of David 

THE songs of the Redeemed begin with the indestructible glory of 
the Crucifixion and the power of the Resurrection. This I'salni 
carries us back to the trilogy " Destroy Not," and to the Banner set 
up by the risen Saviour (I J ss. 57.-60.). The Church militant must 
rally in the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings. So go we onward conquering and to conquer. We oier- 
come by the lilood of the Lamb. This 1'salm of the faithful finds 
its sequel in the I'salm of rejection, the wrath of the Lamb. Here 
He is leading His followers to the city uf habitation. We have lo 
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win a victory in the world, but not by worldly power. He enters by 
the power of the Holy Ghost as Conqueror into the strong city, and 
by that same power leads us to conquer too. "This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith." The victory of the 
Church is identical wild His own, for it is the exercise of His grace, 
operative through every one of His members, and thus exhibiting 
in them the details of heavenly power, which were all exerted in 
their originative completeness in His own Person. We may 
wonder that Edom remains so unmoved : but God has not cast oft 
His Church. The victory is sure. As Jericho fell on the seventh 
day, so shall Edom fall. 

THE REDEEMER EXULTING IN VICTORY 

2 O God, with firni-fixt heart, 

In songs and psalmody I'll take my part : 

My glory shall inspire mine art. f 

3 Psaltery and harp in wakeful joyaunce break ! 
With jocund strains will 1 the dawn awake. 

4 Yea, I wilt thank Thee, Lord, where peoples meet — 
Thee midst their masses with glad psalms will greet ; 

5 For great Thy mercy spreads from highest heaven, 
And to the clouds Thy truth's glad light is given. 

6 Exalted o'er the heavens ascend, God ! 
O'er all the earth Thy glory cast abroad ! 

Repeated from l x s. 57. S-is, 

7 Yea ! that Thine own beloved ones may go free 
Now with Thy Right Hand save and answer me. 

8 God spake in holy pomp of heavenly train ; 
I will exclaim, allotting Shechem's plain, 

And cast o'er Succoth's vale my measuring chain. 

9 Both Gilead and Manasseh are mine own, 

And round my head is Ephraim's stronghold shown; 
Judah the sceptre of my royal throne ! 
10 Attendant Moab shall my washpot bring : 
My lordly shoe o'er Edom's realm I'll fling, — 
With shouts of triumph o'er Philislia sing. 

Khechttn, earthly, schismatkal powers. Sitccoth, the pilgrim life of the faithful, 
C7ilead, the -witness of jnartytdonr. Manasseh) deadness to the •world. Ephraim. 
thefi-nitfulness af the Church, Judah, the Divine Sovereignty. Afoah, the sensuality of 
human nature, Edom, the carnal religionism af unfaithful Judaism, Philistia. man- 
kind conquering in Christ because conquered fry Christ. 
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1 1 Who shall conduct me to the stronghold state ? 
Who leads me forth Edom to subjugate? 

12 Ah ! hast not Thou, O God, rejected us,— 
God with our hosts no longer marching thus ? 

13 (iive help against th' oppressors' rage to strive : 
Salvation is but vain that man ran give. 

t4 Great force through God shall all our acts possess. 
And lie shall stamp down all who would oppress. 

The final conversion of th,- J ejus after the Lieu tile apostasy has lift the Ch ruth in 
/I'cl'teriess. Repeated Jrow 1's, 60. 7.(4. 



PSALM 109. 

THE DOOM OF THE UNBELIEVING 

Wf, must take care that we use this Psalm in union with Christ. 
It is the expression of the Word, made flesh, who has come to 
vindicate the glory of God against the ancient rebel, the father of 
lies. During His earthly ministry He was silent. The Divine 
power did not exert itself round about Him. He was to conquer 
Satan as man. He was to conquer by suffering. Satan would 
exert all his powers to destroy Him, whether by violence or tempta- 
tion. When He could say, " It is finished," then it was time for the 
Divine Nature to manifest itself within Him. He commended His 
Spirit to the Father with a Divine outcry which shook the realms 
of darkness. His Soul went forth to triumph in Hades. Now 
the Divine power would vindicate His cause upon the earth by 
judgement upon those who had resisted Him, the seed of the 
serpent. 

This judgement includes not only those who were upon the earth 
during the years of His humiliation, but all to all future time who 
rebel against the Elect Servant whom God hath sent into the world. 
If those of old escaped not, much more shall not we escape if we 
reject Him that speaketh from Heaven and count the Blood of the 
Covenant a common thing, so as to do despite unto the Spirit of 
grace. 

We must therefore say this Psalm in no mere spirit of historical 
condemnation. We must consider well whether its denunciations 
apply to ourselves, 'think not that they are so terrible that they 
can have no reference lo any actions possible and tolerated in 
nominally Christian society. Todespise or oppose Christ's Church 
and His Sacraments under whatsoever pretence is the same thing 
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as if the art were done to Him. 'I lie Jews were not without 
plausible religious pretexts for rejecting Christ. In tliisMay we have 
need to be careful that we cherish alleged extenuations of worldli- 
ness and unbelief, which are equally unfounded. 

We must ourselves be prepared to suiter from the work! with Christ 
if we would not be condemned with the world for fighting against 
Christ, " If they have hated Me, they will also hate you." The world 
will never be Christian. Earth will pass away when the militant 
character of the Church ceases. However the world treats us, we 
most meet all opponents in that spirit of love which characterized 
the ministry of Christ. We are not to think thai we shall thereby 
win the world to our side. We may have hopes from lime lo time, 
but they will always turn to disappointment. Love, as arising out 
of love to Cod, wakens the hatred of the world, although the world 
■will often applaud and clamour for philanthropy and beneficence if 
only Cod's rights can be set aside. The more the world hates us, 
the more must we learn In love. The love of the world, as a 
natural quality, destroys the love of Cod, but the love of God, as a 
supernatural quality, necessarily puts itself forth in acting, all- 
forbearing", self-forgetful love to our fellowmen. 

Such love will rise up to Cnd in prayer. Without prayer the 
fountain of love within the soul must become dry. 

The Divine Champion in this I'salui having borne the full 
antagonism of the seed of the serpent, hands them over to the 
Divine Justice. It is not that Mis love is wearied, but His enemies 
have rejected Line. " Those that Tliou gavest Me I have kept, and 
none of thein is lost save the son of perdition." Their destruction 
is of themselves, but as they have refused the only hope of salvation, 
there is no longer any effort which Divine love can make. Christ 
died for all. "llow often would I have gathered thee as a hen 
gathcreth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not." They 
who would not seek life through His death, must be accounted 
guilty of that dcaih which Lliey would not accept as their redemp- 
tion. They would not make their escape by His death from the 
world. Therefore they must accept their portion as Satan's 
bondsmen in the world. Satan must claim as his own those who 
would not seel; redemption, dying unto the world with Christ. 

The judgement is a continuous process, fulfilled in various 
anticipatory forms, until it finds its consummation in the great day. 
Satan stands as accuser, even as he accused Job of old. Whin 
Satan accuses the faithful Jesus stands by them, ready to turn their 
troubles into blessings. When he claims the unbelieving as his 
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own, they must be left to him. They have no one to strengthen 
them so as to resist Satan's temptations or escape his judge- 
ments. 

We must remember how continually Satan is seeking to have us, 
that he may sift us as wheat. We must be living in the power of 
Christ's intercession, seeking His grace that we may not fail. We 
fall under the condemnation of the devil if we rely proudly upon 
the integrity of our will, and so become forgetful of our emire de- 
pendence upon Christ. 

Even acts of devotion avail not, if Christ the Redeemer is set 
aside. He came to maintain the cause of God and conquer the 
world. None therefore can be accepted if they approach Cod and 
slight His redeeming love. " No man cometh unto the Father but 
by Me." The bondage of sin is too strong for us. The penalty of 
exclusion is not an added penalty, but a con fin nation of the penalty 
under which we are all of us naturally horn, from which also we 
cannot escape except by coming to Christ. " He that believeih not 
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of 
the Only-Begotten Son of God" (John iii. lS). 

Christ "came unto His own and His own received Kim not.'' 
Therefore they must quickly be cut off from the covenant. The 
voice will be beard in the Temple, Let ns depart hence. The cast- 
ing away of Israel was lo be the life of the world. The Apostolic- 
ministry would succeed to the Levitical. 

This was to have a special exempli ficaf ion in the Apostate 
Apostle. 

The penally would not be merely one of outward poverty. Juchra 
would sit as a widow. The earthly ministration on which she 
prided herself was lobe taken from her. She had not recognised 
her true husband, the Cod whom that priesthood represented. The 
human stay is gone. The children of the covenant cannot claim 
the Fatherhood of God. They must go into exile and their ancient 
home lie left destitute both temporally and spiritually. 

The Jewish nalion as they spread through the world would be 
the victims of continual extortion. All would oppress, none would 
compassionate. 

At the close of one generation, forty years aflcr the death of 
Christ, their city was to be entirely obliterated. 

So would our Lord's words be fulfilled, " Upon this generation 
shall come all the righteous blood that hath been shed upon 
the earth from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zacharias." They had never repented so as to turn away from the 
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sin of their fathers, Wliat is not cut short by penitence must go 
on with accumulating force anil intensity by natural inheritance. 

The mother who sought a blessing for the sake of carnal 
affection by means of deceit was indeed to have fulfilled in her the 
words of the typical progenitor. The true Jacob would have the 
spiritual blessing, but upon the carnal parent would remain (he 
cutse. Rebekah, by her stratagem, despised the true birthright as 
much as Esau, for the true blessing could not be obtained by 
carnal trickery or falsehood. The true Jacob, indeed, must still 
receive the blessing which God had ordained for him, but Rebekah 
would receive her portion as the mother not of the Divinely born 
Jacob, but of the earthly Esau. The natural family of Jacob being 
now cut off, would henceforward stand in the sight of Heaven as the 
accursed Edom. Hence the prophecies of Edom settle down in their 
judgement upon the carnal Judaism into which the chosen people 
fell when they rejected Jesus, the true representative of Jacob's 
promised blessing. 

As we recite this Psalm we must remember Si Paul's warning : 
" He not high-minded, but fear." Carnal thoughts, instruments, 
efforts, aims, must as surely bring a curse upon Christians, whether 
individually or collectively, as the loss of spiritual consciousness 
did bring a curse upon the ancient Israel. 

Also amidst all judgements which may come upon the Church, 
we must be looking for God's supernatural interposition to help, 
whether collectively or individually, those who seek Him in 
spiritual truth. "God knoweth how to deliver the righteous out of 
temptation. * We can none of us suffer for the sins of the age in 
which we live, if we are rising t,p with earnest faith to seek Him 
whom the spirit of the age rejects. God chose individuals out of 
Israel. He will not suffer His final judgements to burst upon the 
world without taking care that the faithful few have His mark upon 
their foreheads to ensure their protection (Rev. vri. 3). 

The judgements which will come upon the sinner are but the 
recoil of his own actions. God wilt deal with man as He finds man. 
If man has perverted God's thir.gs for purposes of cruelty, he must 
receive the same, and if man acts liberally he shall find the liberality 
of God in his reward. 

All the sufferings we may have to bear at the hands of the ungodly 
shall be abundantly recompensed to us. As Shitnei's cursing to 
David, so Israel's outrages against the Son of David, so the out- 
rages of the world against God's confessors in every age. We are 
not to expect to sec the result of our sufferings in the form of 
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earthly retribution, whether in ourselves or in them. But we may 
be sure that the recompense in another world will be duly awarded 
both to sinner and saint. 

Let us remember Christ died for those against whom in (bis 
Psalm lie utters the inevitable doom which, as the Righteous 
Judge of all, I le will hereafter execute. So must we seek the eternal 
well-being of those who by their sins against us may have merited 
the Divine displeasure. There is no blessing so great as the 
blessing of those who really by outward effort and earnest prayer 
seek to win their enemies from the curse to share the blessing. 
Blessed are they who "see of the travail of their soul," like Jesus, 
by bringing those who hated them to true repentance and the 
righteousness of faith. 

Jesus fasted and prayed. Let us learn from Mis example. Our 
life may seem to be passing away in obscurity. Enough if we live 
in the light of God's love, lie will deal with us in mercy according 
to I lis Name. "If when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of I lis Son, much more, being reconciled, shall 
we be saved by His life." But then our life must be identified with 
His. A mere natural easiness of disposition will not avail to find 
for us favour with God, but we cannot have that favour unless we 
live in supernatural love, ourselves glorifying God and seeking to 
bring all, even those who hate us most, to glorify Him also. 

This is God's will. As God overruled the selling of Joseph into 
Egypt, so He made the unbelief of the Jews instrumental to the 
accomplishment of the glorious oblation of Incarnate love on 
Calvary. So lie makes the vicissitudes of His Church conducive 
to the perfection of His glory in 1 lis saints. His blessing triumphs 
over all. 

The final day of judgement is coming. Then each will receive 
that which he has chosen. Those who are "of contention and 
obey not the truth, must receive auger and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, but glory, honour, and peace will be given to every soul 
that woiketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 

Their casting away has been the reconciling of the world, but 
they are only cast away until they will repent. God looks forward 
to their restoration ; and what shall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead. " He will stand at the right hand of the poor 
to save his soul from unrighteous judges." The judges of earth may 
condemn the innocent Hlood, but the judgement of the eternal shall 
make His glory manifest in the fulness of the Divine Righteousness 
whereby He has accomplished the will ol'lhe Father. 
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THE WRATH OF THE LAMtl 

i God of my praise ! O keep not siient slill I 

2 Guile, wickedness, widemouth'd against me rise : 
They speak low arris me with a tongue of lies. 

3 With words of Irate they compass me around, 
And for no cause in hostile ranks are found. 

4 To meet my love they turn antagonists, 
But as for me —in prayer my life consists. 

5 They heap on me foul wrong, requiting good : 
They meet my love with hatred still renew'd. 

Tite li'oi'd silent during the earthly .Ministry. The Uivine power to he }nantfested 
in His triumphant death. 'The seed of the serpent hntc the Seed of the sroman. His 
ii/e is prayer. Their rebellion ix against Cod's love. He must execute Divine 
vengeance it /ran Coifs enemies. 

6 Make Thou the wicked one his taskmaster! 
At his right hand th' antagonist appear ! 

7 When judged, let him go forth with wicked stain, 
And on his prayer his sin's foul taint remain t 

8 His days be few ! By death's untimely blow 
His trusty office to another go ! 

9 The sons he smiles on — be they fatherless ! 
His wife left lingering lone in her distress ! 

10 Yea, let his sons in tramping beggary go, — 

Sue far for food — their home laid waste and low ! 

Those -who refuse Christ choose Satan. The Jeivx must suffer the denunciation of 
Muses. As the Jesrs fell from their covenant, so Jvdas from his eifiostolnie. 'The 
scattering ofthejcios. 

1 1 Whatc'cr lie has, let usurers ensnare, 

And strangers plunder all his toilsome care ! 

12 Him let no love with lengthening mercy bless, 
No grace for those whom he leaves fatherless ! 

(3 Let his descendants to quick doom descend ; 
Wipe out their name ere one brief life-time end ! 

14 Before the Lord his fadier's guilt shall stay, 
Nor let his mother's sin be wiped away ! 

15 Before the Lord let these be treasured yet, 
And let Him wipe from earth each kind regret ! 

'The extortions practised upptt them, lerirsalem destroyed in forty years. The 
r 1 dlt of all past bloodshed coming t/ptm this generation. 
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t6 Yes ! Mercy's work he had no mind to do ; 

Th' afflicted man, the poor, he would pursue, 

And him of stricken heart his purpose slew. 
17 He loved to curse, and cursing now comes near : 

Blessing he spnrn'd, ;md finds no blessing here. 
] S A robe of cursing chose he lo put on ; 

Like walcr to his bowels it is gone, 

And penetrates like oil through every bone. 

19 He it the garment on his shoulders bound, 
A sash for constant use to gird him round ! 

/>„■■ sins mi,st bring; upon us c^nate p«nhhn, c „i. Our own deeds ti,,U he.nts 
give form tt> eur punishment, net arbitrary violence front f>*6 

20 Thus mine antagonists the Lord shall pay,— 
Those who my soul with wronging words would slay ! 

21 But Thou, Lord, Master, do what fits Thy Name ! 
How good Thy mercy ! Set me free from shame ! 

22 Afflicted, poor, am I in very deed ; 

J low does my wounded heart within me bleed ! 

23 I vanish like the lengthening shade at eve, 

Driv'n as the wind-borne swarms when locusts leave. 

24 My knees through fasting stumble as 1 go, 
My wither'd flesh no vigorous health can know. 

lie Wfa on„es to d* the fattlc of Cod m,nt he «M«gttt «/<>» &&* ™ho/ieht «#xh >t 
t ;od. The Afgn ofXorrmus. His « ternat -weakness, if is personal devotwn , 

25 1, wretched weakling, their reproach am made, 
And they that look upon me wag their head. 

26 O Lord, my ( lod, e'en now my helper be : 
According to Thy mercy, save Thou me ! 

>7 Yea, let them know that this is but Thine Hand: 

Thou, Lord, Thyself hast wrought what Thou hast plann'd. 

28 Though they may curse, do Thou Thy blessing give 1 
They rise to shame : Thy servant joys to live 

7.1) Confusion wrap my antagonists around ! 

The shame they earivM, be as their mantle found ! 

The scornful treatment. The Diftne mudkation. Cod JiWitf life though i 'hrr t ■ 
,,,-ath. The resurrection t'fChrixt. 

30 Great thanks uulu the Lord my mouth sfeitti bring : 
In midst of multitudes His praise I'll sing. 

31 For on I he right hand of the poor lie stands, 

To save His soul when judged, from hostile bands. 

TheJetVi cast away. The multitude of the Centi/es own llim ,11 Messiah, It, 
wilt help Dispeople in. their distress and claim His redeemed in the day id judgement. 
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PSALM no. 

THE ROD OF I'OWKK 

A Fialm of David 

The introductory trilogy has set before us the Son of Man as the 
Redeemer, winning to Himself a chosen people by the victory* of 
the Cross, and exercising the authority which God has given Him 
to pronounce judgement u]ion all. Ps. no. tells of His vocation 
to the Right Hand uf (jod, there to exercise the Priesthood after 
the order of Melchizedek by which He will bring the redeemed to 
dwell with Him in the Divine glory. 

This I'salm seems to stand alone in one respect. David by his 
inspiration is transported beyond the mere typical contemplation of 
Christ. Generally he sees his glorious offspring as the spiritual 
development of his own personality in Divine power. Here he 
contemplates Messiah as raised to a glory beyond what any typical 
features of his own life could image forth. I's. 2. is akin to it in 
Ibis respect. There we have the Voice of the Father speaking in the 
mystery of I he eternal generation. Here we have the correspondent 
utterance of the same Voice welcoming the Incarnate Son from 
the humiliation of earth and the conquest of Satan to take His 
place in the glory which He had with the Father before the world 
began. The same Voice was heard in Ps. 91. speaking with en- 
couragement in the midst of the struggle. 

I's. 109. set forth the Divine vengeance which would rest upon the 
Jewish nation for rejecting Christ. Here we have the Divine 
welcome of the Conqueror who has bruised the head of the serpent, 
the Prince of this world, and His enlluonization in the heavenly 
Salem as the Priest after the order of Melchizedek who blessed 
Abraham. The Aaron ic Priesthood typified but did not inherit that 
blessing. That intermediate dispensation was temporal and was 
to pass away. The promise that Me should be the Heir of the 
world was given to a supernatural offspring that should be born 
of Abraham, and that offspring would exercise a world-wide 
mediation as Priest upon the throne of God. He would establish 
the Kingdom of Righteousness with sacrifices of righteousness. 

The law could not give life, therefore it had no true righteous- 
ness. The blessing of Melchizedek would rise up in Him who 
should "bring in everlasting righteousness," and "give eternal life." 

This Psalm is the victorious corollary to the conflict against 
Satan which has preceded it. It is the welcome of God to His 
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Son as Conqueror. It follows upon the tnumphan doom exemsed 
bv the Redeemer, as Melchizedek blessed Abram, the lofty father, 
when he had redeemed Lot and was reluming from the slaughter ol 
the kings. Hereafter he shall be known as the enthroned Abraham, 
" the father of a multitude.'' 

Till', I'KlbST UPON IDS TIIKONK 
The Lord inspires my Master: "On My Right Hand take Thy 

Until I make Thy foes in be the stool beneath Thy feet 1 " 
3 Thy Rod of Strength the Lord shall make from Zion's II ill 

to B° ! - ■ 1 ,- 

Claim Thou the Sovereignty -Thtnc Own-in midst ol every 

3 Thy people in Thy forceful day - frecwill'd they come to Thee ! 
1 low glorious is their vested pomp of holy majesty ! 

Like dewdrops from the womb of dawn Thy youth rise 
gloriously. 
•fife fiterfwr/ >'»""-'■ ' ■>»* "" h "" ' •">" '-" '" '''■' / " nv '" /y '' '"' ' '"" 

4 The Lord a solemn oath hath made, which lie Will nol 

gainsay, 
"Thou art a Priest whose ministry proclaims eternal sway . 
Melrbizcdel; Thy type shall he, for ages to ohey." 

7, Mc >i K ht<mnnw is mw,<-,M- This I'ri^lhmA or l> Imvt no rmf 

s So shall the Master take His place in power at Thy R'ghi 
Hand, 
To smite in this His anger's day the kings that round Dim 

stand- riii 

6 All Gentile hosts lie shall redress and fill rjl enfeebled 

dead, 
And smite the mighty power which once ruled earth s wide 

realm as head. 

7 He of the lowly stream shall drink, that flows so gently by j 
Therefore His Head shall lie uplift triumphantly on high. 

M *K-* &*** b' &», M the i-rami W.™ '•/ »««*** "" < •»"•* '-' 
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PSALM hi. 

THE EUC1IARISTIC MEMORIAL OF REDEMPTION 

Alphabetical V 

llALLELUVAH IV 

The true Melchizedek is come. Jeshurun, ''the upright people," 
praise Him. The conquest of sin and death is the manifestation of 
righteousness and life. Empty Jewish sacrifices pass away. The 
sacrifice of righteousness abides in an eternal memorial. The 
Broad and Wine of the New Covenant do not merely accompany 
the lifeless oblation which Jewish priests could offer, but they con- 
tain the living oblation which the Son of God is perpetually offering 
upon the heavenly throne. Abraham, after his return from the 
slaughter of the kings, becomes the prolific parent of the faithful in 
the new Manhood of Isaac. Melchizedek typifies the heavenly 
power of the Divine Sonship. Lot rescued from captivity is the 
representative of the redeemed face. " The veil" (Ps. 25. 7) of flesh 
from which the righteous man takes his name is done away. Lot 
lives with the life of Abram "the lofty Father." Moab and Amnion, 
his sinful progeny, rejoice in the overthrow of the children of 
Abraham who redeemed their father. The children of Lot are the 
children of the deadly veil which covers all nations with darkness. 
They in after time lead the assault (l J s. 83. 9) against the heirs of 
righteousness. 

Jesus has taken upon Himself the veil, the likeness of sinful flesh, 
so as to share our captivity and our redemption. He is the lofty 
Father who has set us free. He is tjie Divine King of righteous- 
ness who feeds us with the Bread of Life. He was made sin for us, 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. 

In this Psalm He is seen as the Personal Mediator feeding His 
people. In the next Psalm we behold Him as their Head, living 
in them and conforming them to His own righteousness. 

THE ETKRNAL COVENANT OK MKLCIHZEDEK 

1 llALLELUVAH ! 

(K) I'll thank the Lord with true whole-hearted song, 

(3) In council of the upright, the gathered throng. 

2 (]) Great works the Lord hath wrought in boundless might, 
(l) Search'd out by all that find therein delight. 
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3 (i"l) Brightness and majesty His acts display : 

(l) His righteousness abides secure for aye. 

4 (]) His wonders shall memorial fixt record ! 
(n) So gracious, so compassionate the Lord ! 

5 (0) Fuod, rent in chase, He gives. Who fear Him, find. 

(*) Me keeps I lis cov'nant in eternal mind. 

6 (3) He to His people vigorous deeds hath shown ; 
(i>) Giving the Gentiles' birthright as their own. 

7 (D) Truth, judgement, are the deeds His Hands have done : 
(3) His precepts fixt in faithfulness stand on,-^- 

8 (d) Precepts upheld for aye, eternally, 

(J?) His deeds arc done uprightly, truthfully. 

9 (E>) Redemption sends He forth, His peoples prize t 
(if) He bids His covenant eternal rise. 

(p) In holiness and fear His Name relies. 

10 (-1) )r Pis wisdom's source, to fear the Lord a! way : 

(ty) Good understanding gain they who obey : 

(n) His glorious praise abides secure for aye. 

tietdml'tum a mystery fw faith to eonteiiifi/ate. lit gives ui /fix ™-« Ik lux 
righteousness. 'the tiuehnristie met/torm/. The fefid luhirh. tie tiftut gives gtertjinf 
/yum ilenveti tuns hvfiteif by Sattlti u^iffi earth. The Cfltinh Catfa'fir, t'&ffthtrk #f 
His Hands stretehfj t'ut tt^nit the Cross.. The hoty ntui eternal issue oj the \tW 
( 'tmeimnt. 
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THE OFFSPRING OF THE COVENANT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Alphabetical VI 



llALLELUVAH V 

FROM the enthronization and covenant of Melchizedek we go on to 
consider the blessedness of the covenanted people. Their lofly 
Father, the Father everlasting, is the mighty God, and His seed 
are mighty upon earth. Abram would not lake ought from 
Sodom lest the king should say, 1 have made Abram rich : but 
wealth and riches arc in the house of the redeemed, even the riches 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, the righteousness of God. We belong 
to the Kingdom of Light. Upon them that were in darkness hath the 
true light sbined. It is not of earthly origin. It is sown for the 
righteous. The glory of the Body of Christ is given to us as the 
children of the Light by the power of the Spirit of Light. The 
righteousness of God springs up within them, so that they are 
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gracious and compassionate as He is. The new Melchizedek is not 
merely tlie leader, but Himself the lire, of the new covenant. 

The power of evil is vanquished. As it was said in l's. 1., The 
way of the wicked shall perish, so now it is seen that the wicked 
one is the enemy of the promised Redeemer. Ps. 109. portrays 
the temporal doom which shall rest upon the rebel' race which 
rejected the covenant to which they had been called. Here the 
Prince of Darkness is seen gnashing his teeth. Or perhaps we 
may better understand the wicked one as signifying the final Anti- 
christ. 

The Psalms of Divine exodus follow. The redemption of the 
chosen people from the Egypt of the world is complete. 

The correspondence between this Psalm and the preceding one 
has been pointed out in detail in the Introductory Notes. 

THE PERPETUITY OF THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMED 

1 Hallei.uvah, 

(bO Happy the man that fears the Lord aright, 

(3) In His commandments taking great delight. 

2 (3) Mis seed on earth in might assured shall rest : 
(l) The race of the upright shall still be blest. 

3 (n) Riches and plenty in his house shall stay : 
(l) His righteousness abides secure for aye. 

4 (0 Light springs for the upright in darkest hour, 
(n) Gracious, compassionate and righteous power. 

5 (d) Good be to him that lends with gracious will : 
(') His words when he is judged shall triumph still. 

6 (d) Unmoved he shall abide eternally, — 
(■5) Live righteous in eternal memory. 

7 (d) Tidings of wrong can never make him fear : 
(3) His heart is fixl. The Lord, his trust, is near. 

8 (d) His heart upheld by truth ! No fear he knows ; 
(y) He waits the doom of his oppressive foes, 

9 (D) He strews his bounty, gives when poor men pray. 
(S) His righteousness abides secure For aye, 

(p) His horn in lofty glory still shall stay, 

10 (t) The wicked one shall wail to see that sight : 

(c) He gnnds his teeth in rage, but wastes outright : 

(n) Longings of wicked men shall perish quite. 

The Blessedness of laving God. Ike seed of Jam redeemed from sin. 'Ike 
Blessedness of lert'ing man. Manhood rL'ified in, God. 'J' he Kingdom of the Truth. 
The glory of the righteous. The doom oj Antichrist and ofatt the ungodly. 
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PSALM 113. 

THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE COVENANT 

Halleluvah VI 

THE new covenant is established in the Triune Name. The chosen 
people are cast off, but now it is not one nation that is called to 
take its place. The covenant expands to all nations of the earth. 
Go ye into all the world. " Go into the streets and lanes of the city. 1 ' 
Ps. 100. was a universal proclamation of the Creator. Now the 
proclamation is made of the Redeemer who has set man free 
and is seated at the Right Hand of (Jed, The City is the Roman 
Empire. The "highways and hedges" of the Parable point to the 
yet further extension of the Divine announcement to the heathen 
world in our own day. 

Man was but dust. Nevertheless, God had for him a great 
destiny. Ps. 2. tel!s of a Divine Person becoming man. Ps. 8. tells 
of man becoming God. The struggle against the serpent and his 
seed is at length accomplished. Ps. I ir\ exhibits to us the King of 
Righteousness, the Son of David, called to 'the eternal throne. 
There He reigns as Head over a new covenant. 

Two Alphabetical Psalms describe the blessing of the covenant 
of righteousness and (he doom of Antichrist. Now all nations arc 
invited to worship. Man, the child of dust, is to join with all the 
company of Heaven. The race of man, which had been spiritually 
childless hitherto, is raised to share the Divine glory. A Divine life 
springs up within humanity, a fruitful life. It is the Son of God 
who comes out of Egypt. He is to be to all nations 'the Father 
everlasting.' 

God instituted a new covenant with David by a sure promise. 
That covenant was to be consummated in the Person of Messiah 
supernaturally born, the Redeemer of mankind. He belongs not 
to one nation only, but to all nations. All nations are summoned 
to rejoice in the blessings of His Church, the life of His Kingdom. 



THE EXALTATION OF HUMANITY IN THE CHRISTIAN 
COVENANT 

HalLELUYAH ! 
Ye servants of the Lord, give praise ! 
The Lord's great Name' with praises raise ! 
VOL. II. 2 B 
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2 The Lord's great Name'' still blest shall be 
Roth now and to eternity. 

3 From sunrise to the dark'ning west. 

The Lord's great Name* with praise be blest. 

The threefold Name, thi foundation of the Baptismal covenant '. 

4 High o'er all Gentiles reigns the Lord ; 
His glory o'er the heav'ns is pour'd. 

5 Who with the Lord our God can vie, 
Whose Presence bides enthroned on high ? 

6 His condescension can behold 
Whate'er in Heav'n and earth is told. 

Jesus, the true Mclchixcdtk, personally ruling His Church. The extra mundane 
character of the Divine Presence. His preT'iflenttal government of the created 
universe, 

7 From dust He calls the weak to soar, 
From dunghills lifts on high the poor, 

8 To make him sit with nobles thron'd, 
The nobles as His people own'd. 

9 He makes the childless sit house-queen, 
Mother of sons in joyaunce seen, 
Halleluyah. 

His restoration of man to share in the Pim'ne glory. The rottenness of earth. 
The glory of the angels. 'The Cenliie Church is the true Rochet. 

I'SALM 114. 

THE NEW EXODUS 

THE covenant people are coming forth from the tyranny of Satan, 
as Israel of old from Egypt, The primary exodus was a step 
towards the greater deliverance. God was calling His Son out of 
Egypt. God had marked out the place where He would set His 
Name, He had marked out also the man who should bear His 
Name. Ephraim was outwardly the leader, but Ephraim was only 
on probation. God knew that He would fail. Already indeed the 
patriarchal blessing had marked out judah as ihc royal tribe of 
Messianic hope. The promise had not been falsified. The 
Redeemer of Israel was to be the Son of David. Now the promise 
has its completion in the Child of Bethlehem. The promise rises 
to its Divine dimensions, the heavenly and world-wide sovereignty 
of the Incarnate Son of God. 
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So must we sing this Psalm introductory to the great Hultcl 
which was sung at the I'aschal Feast. The returned captives from 
Babylon looked back. They also looked forward j but the nation 
at large could only lonk forward with earthly expectations. We 
must look upward. The spiritual deliverance which has been 
accomplished is the beginning or greater spiritual triumphs which 
it has not entered into the heart of man lo conceive. 

How little could Israel when corning out of Egypt contemplate 
the Israel of God celehrating that exodus in songs of Eucharisti: 
joy throughout the world. But the deliverance that awaits us in 
the heavenly Jerusalem is'greater than all which has yet been done. 
Earth and Heaven shall pass away. Jesus "shall come to be 
glorified in His saints." "We shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is !" 



NATURE TRAVAILING WITH THE DITSI'RING OF GttACti 

1 When Israel came from Egypt's groan,— 
Jacob from lords of tongue unknown, 

2 Then Judah as His shrine was own'd ; 
In Israel's ranks He dwelt enthron'd. 

3 The sea beheld and (led ! 
Jordan turn'd back with dread • 

4 The mountains skipp'd like rams. 
The heights like sportive lambs. 



S 
6 



Thou sea, why hast thou fled ? 
Jordan, whence this thy dread ? 
Mountains, why skip like rams ? 
Heights, why like sportive lambs? 



7 Quake, earth, the Master now to see ! 

Quake before Jacob's Deity ! 
B Who chang'd the rock strange pools to know, 

And bade the flint with fountains flow. 
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PSALM 115. 
GOD THE LIKE OF HIS PEOPLE 

IlAU.EI.OYAH VII 

Gem created us for His glory. We must live for Him. His life is 
the security of Blessing if we will but cherish it. So our Lord 
prays, Holy Father, keep through Thine own Name those whom 
Thou hast given Me. 

A lifeless, helpless God cannot be an instrument of elevation to 
His worshippers. A loving, living God cannot but raise us up to 
His own life. 

A power must operate upon that which is lowest in order to lift 
up the whole mass. So the power of God lifts up creation by the 
dust of the earth. He formed man out of the dust. 

Laws are mere emptiness, and can effect nothing without a Per- 
sonal Lawgiver. Science without the living Personal God is an 
empty idolatry, as worthless as any fetish fancy of the savage. 

Man is formed with personal life to love the Personal God. Our 
covenant with the living God is not for a momentary experience of 
life but for eternity. The dead arc those who have forsaken God. 
God cannot forsake us. lie is not changeable in His affections. 
The patriarchs went to their Father, but they waited in hope for 
Messiah to come, who should give them higher life than they had 
here below. That life is given to us. Jesus is the Christ. 

The Name of God is a living power of benediction. There is no 
blessedness save by participation of that life-giving Name. The 
word " Blessed" is never used in the Psalter except as the preroga- 
tive of God. God and I lis Name are to be blessed. The word 
occurs thus fifteen times, and twice besides in Ps. 118. 26. It is 
applied to Messiah as the Messenger of the New Covenant, Blessed 
be He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. So here (Ps. 115. 
1 s), they that fear the Lord are said to he hlessed. Wherein does 
their blessedness consist? Their blessedness consists, as the 
following verses show us, in their being able to bless God, for they 
are partakers of God's eternal life. 

TIIK LIVING GOD 

1 Not ours, O Lord, not ours Hie claim, 
But give Thou glorv to Thy Name, 
In truth and mercy, aye, the same ; 
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2 Why speak the Gentiles in disdain — 

" Where is their God? Their hope is vain l" 

3 Where? Aye in Heav'n our God doth dwelt : 
Whatc'er delights Him works He well. 

4 Silver and uold their idols stand, 
FormVi by the touch of human hand. 

5 A mouth they have, hut not for speech, 
Eyes which no joy of day can reach, 

6 Ears that can heed no suppliant's prayer, 
A nose that incense ne'er can cheer, 

7 1 lands that no helping power possess, 
Feet that are idly motionless, 

A throat that breathes no consciousness ! 
S Such too the men by whom they're made, 
Yea, all who trust, in them for aid. 

The personal chaiaeter qf tt&l rptttraitnt with the uiots of the hrtiMten, The 
worshippers of idols share tkii>- i'tnfiiitii^s. 

9 But, Israel, trust ' thou in the Lord : 

Their help, their shield, is He. 
io Yea, Aaron's House, trust 2 in the Lord : 
Their help, their shield, is He. 

1 1 Who fear the Lord, trust 11 ye the Lord ; 

Their help, their shield, is He. 

iiftit holds hick in order ihttt He may dra-v us to iftwsetj, 

12 The Lord forgets not : — lie will bless t 
He Israel's House will surely bless ! 
He Aaron's House will surely bless ! 

J 3 He will bless all who fear the Lord. 

All, great and small, shall find His Word ! 
Jlfessed he A h-ahattt. 



14 On you the Lord shall growth display, 
On you and on your sons for aye ! 

15 The blessed of the Lord are ye ! 
Maker of 1 leav'n and earth is He I 

'The blessing of Metehi-edek. It includes uH its in His tatr, 
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1 6 The Lord in Highest hcav'n abides : 
Me gave this earth where man resides, 

17 The dead no Halleluyahs ' own — 
All they who sink in -.ilence clown. 

18 But we to Jaii j will blessings pour, 
Henceforth for ages evermore. 
IlAIXEl.UVAtr/ 



'I he patriarchs went difttm to sitcnee. 
\hall never die. 



Those ivho are raised to titiv life in }ah 



PSALM n6. 

THE FREEDOM FROM DEATH 

Hallfxuyah VI 11 

In saying this Psalm we must rejoice with JAH, as He comes forth 
from the grave bringing the souls of the patriarchs from their silent 
darkness. The love with which It begins is the twofold love, 
Human and Divine, which the Incarnate Son has for the Father. 
No longer subject to death ! We must come forth along with Him, 
rejoicing in His new life. Gracious, compassionate, and righteous, 
His descent shows His compassion : His resurrection 1 1 is righteous- 
ness. Let us not scorn His grace ! What a cup of merciful salva- 
tion is the Blood of Jesus ! The Jews could not drink of their 
sacrifices for their blood vvas dead, leading to corruption. We come 
before God, drinking of the Blood of Jesus, for His Blood is 
the very principle of eternal life. We can have no life except as 
that Blood renews us from the death in which our own natural 
blood is suffering corruption from the very beginning of our 
existence, even since Adam fell. We join with all God's people, 
for we all live with one and the same Blood. Our thanksgiving 
must have personal individuality, hut collective life. We are all one 
in Christ, and cannot claim our union with Christ except in virtue of 
that corporate fellowship, owning Him as the Head. 

We come out of the Egypt of death's dominion, praising the 
Name of the living God, and rejoicing to present the triumph of 
Christ, our Head, as the principle of our renewal in the life of God's 
love. 
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THE I. IFF OF THE SAINTS BE VON D THE GRAVE 

T 

t I love, yea t in my suit rejoice, 
For the Lord hears my suppliant voice ! 

2 Since lie to me His ear doth bend, 
I'll call till all my days shall end. 

The Fathers rejoice at Christ's coming. 

3 The cords of death environ'd me : 
Sheol found me, bound me narrowly. 
Sorrow I found and misery. 

4 The Lord's Name 1 loudly will I sing ! 
Look, Lord, my soul delivering ! 

5 Gracious and righteous is the Lord : 
Compassion with our God is stor'd. 

6 For simple folk the Lord doth care ! 
In weakness lost, He saved me there ! 

* ' The Naute Jhiiovau occurs fifteen times in this Psalm. 

7 Turn thou, my soul, in rest to dwell : 
The Lord hath dealt with me so well. 

8 Thou freest my soul from death's dark chain — 
Mine eyes from tears of bitter pain — 

My feet, lest aught thrust down again. 

9 Secure before the Lord I'll tread, 

Through lands where life's true light is spread 

Union, with Christ is eternal life. 



to Yea ! 1 believe ! With joy 1 speak — 

I, once in sore affliction weak, — 
11 I, who once said in basty woe 

That nil are liars here below. 

The connect ion of e. lautes in this case is difficult to explain. There seems to he a 
parulleiism octvicen l " J /ttfic-" at the beginning ami L * f believe" in this pta£t. Faith 
•urns des flatting through mans daeitfittness. From man's deceit he rises ttp to ail 
htno he can praise Cod f of /lis Truth* 
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12 Oh ! How shall I requite the Lord 
For bounteous gifts on me outpour'd ! 

13 Salvation's copious cup I'll bring: 
The Lord's Name B loudly will 1 sing ; 

14 My vows I'll pay, the Lord to praise, 
While all His people stand and gaze. 

The tuft flf oft repeated sah' t \ii&ns. N.U. — 'there was no cup proper to the 
original Passover hy Divine Ordinance, 

15 The Lord holds precious in His eyes 
The death of every saint that dies. 

16 Me, Lord ! Thy servant deign to own,— 
Thy servant, yea ! Thine handmaid's son ! 
My slavish bonds Thou hast undone. 

The Lord purchased His Church with //is own Rlopttfrom the inherited Imndngt 
0/ Adam. 

17 The sacrifice of thanks I'll bring : 
The Lord's Name s loudly will I sing ! 

18 My vows I'll pay, the Lord to praise, 
While all His people stand and gaze. 

19 To the Lord's House — blest courts I — I'll come, 
Jerusalem, Thy central Home ! 
Halleluvah. 



PSALM 117- 

REJOICING WITH THE SAINTS 

Halleiaivaii IX 

THIS Psalm, wide in its extent as it is brief in its utterance, calls the 
whole world to faith and praise. Now the Lord, who winked at the 
times of ignorance when man was enslaved under Satan, commands 
all men everywhere to repent for He has conquered Satan, and has 
set man free. As we yield ourselves to faith we must recognize 
that faith as necessitating the endeavours on our own part to 
promulgate it. Christianity is a religion of life, and therefore 
necessarily it must have a missionary spirit. Things of earth 
men like to keep for themselves. The things of the Spirit of 
God cannot be possessed save by being communicated. The 
communion of saints is an article of the Creed and a stimulating 
principle of life. As God never ceases from His Divine activity, 
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so we, if we live with His life, must be united in His activity. As 
He created all mankind, so must we be active towards all mankind 
in the fellowship of the love which we share and the energy of 
that love whereby we live. 

God is Love, the principle of love, the law of love, the strength 
of love, the joy of love, the purity of love, the illumination of love, 
the object of love. We must love all in Him and for Him. That 
is no love which does not come from Him and seek His plory as 
the object in everything, so that we may live eternally in His love. 

THE WORLD-WICK HALLELUVAH 

1 Ye Gentiles, join to swell the Lord's high praise ! 
Applause to Him, ye congregations, raise ! 

2 Whose mercy o'er us spreads in might most free ! 
Yea I The Lord's truth abides eternally ! 
Hallkluvah. 

The Cat/ia/ie Church lakes the place of the r.tttiarchat llisfensntiox. 



PSALM ii8. 

THE Ol'ENlNG O!'' TUP UEAVENLV SANCTUARY 

We come with a procession from all nations to praise God for the 
consummation of triumph. Israel leads the way. Returning 
captives we I Not now from Babylon but from the Empire of 
Death. The straitness of earth gives way to heavenly freedom. 

This Psalm rises up continually in triple appeals. It is in the 
power of the Triune Name that we follow Htm who is building up 
the heavenly Temple. The Samaritans hated and hindered the 
work. So the world does now. But God is on our side. 

This Psalm springs out of the Song of Moses at the Red Sea. 
J AH is the pledge of victory. The Incarnate God is the corner 
stone. He holds all the Temple in one. The foundation stone of 
the heavenly Temple is the Altar, the quickening, elevating, and 
sustaining Personality of the Eternal Son. His liody is the Victim, 
bound not for death but for life, bound to the horns of the altar, that 
is, to the glory which He has with the Father. It is the Spirit of 
life proceeding from Himself which binds that Body so that it 
cannot fall from the glory of the Eternal Love. The Blood (lows 
from this altar, not to be drained down into earth as an abomina- 
tion, as the Blood was poured under the altar of the Mosaic 



i Y 



'394 THE HEAVENLY SACRIFICE 

Tabernacle, but to be lifted up to God with thanksgiving, as the 
transporting gift of Divine life which fills the worshippers with holy 
joy. As we drink thereof, the glory of God takes possession of 
every thought, and the heart is purified for the Beatific Vision. 

THE TRIUMPH OF JAII 

The ] 'remit or, /ie/oie the Traces sim start! 

i Give thanks to the Lord for His goodness' sake ; 
For eternal His mercy abides ! 

2 Speak forth' ! Acclamation let Israel make: 

For eternal His mercy abides ! 

3 Speak forth 3 ! Let the House of Aaron bless : 

For eternal His mercy abides ! 

4 Speak forth 3 ! If ye fear the Lord, confess ! 

For eternal His mercy abides. 

As the Procession moves on 

5 From narrow cell to Jah ! cried : 

In widespread welcome Jah replied. 

6 The Lord is mine*: let fear be far ! 
No touch of man my bliss can mar. 

7 The Lord is mine" : with help so great 
I ga/e content on troops of hate. 

8 The Lord for Refuge*'! This is good, 
Beyond all trust in multitude. 

9 The Lord for Refuge b '' ! Good the boast 
Beyond all trust in princely host. 
All Gentiles came around to scoff: 
Jn the Lord's Name ' I'll cut' them off! 
Oft as their hosts around me came, 
I cut 3 them off in the Lord's Name"" ! 
They came— the multitudinous bee ! — 

12 Like thorn blaze quickly quench'd they flee ! 
In the Lord's Name I'll cut a them, and am free. 

The triumph of Messiah over all nations, incorporating them in Himself. "Cutting 
off,*' elsewhere used only of circumcision. By the circumcision of Christ the sinful 
■world is cut off from the faithful. The Old Adam is ci/t off. They who art united 
with Christ, live with Christ's new life. 
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PSALM i i 8. 

Sore didst thou thrust to make me fall ! 
The Lord has been my help in all. 
My strength ! My Psalm I let Jah be known, 
He, my salvation ! He alone ! 
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Through righteous tents salvation rings : 
The Lord's Right Hand' with force upsprings, 
16 The Lord's Right Hand 2 is seen on high ! 
The Lord's Right Hand 11 works forcefully. 



17 

18 



19 



I shall not die ! Nay ! Living on, 
I'll still record what Jah hath done. 
Jah with sore judgements chasten'd me, 
But gave me not death's prey to be. 
The righteous gates wide open fling ! 
I come ! To Jab great thanks I'll bring ! 

a VOICI? 
Welcome at the Temple Gate 



K> 
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Phis is the gate the Lord doth claim : 
The righteous enter by the same. 

Christ enters and all I lis memlttrs arc partakers of His righteousness. 
1'RECENTOR CONTINUES 



I'll thank Thee for Thine answer sure, 
Thou, my salvation, aye secure ! 
The Stone, the builders set aside, 
Now stands on high, the corner's pride. 
From the Lord's side this comes to be, 
Strange marvel for our eyes to see. 

The Stitnc of triumph. This foundation stone re\ts on nothing, 
centred u/on Cod. Ail creation rests upon it as planets on the sun, 
stone not only sustaining out binding alt in one. 



23 



// ahtdfs self* 
it is the comer 



24 



25 



This is the Day the Lord l hath made ! 
Exult we ! Yea ! Let joy be paid ! 
Salvation grant us, Lord,* lo-day ! 
Grant, Lord, 3 prosperity we pray ! 
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Blest He who comes in the Lord's ' Name ! 
From the Lord's 3 House your Iilessing claim ! 
The Lord 3 is Godhead, giving Light ! 
The victim bind with cordage tight, 
E'co to the altar's horn- crown 'd height ! 

Wekeme to Messiah, He is firie.%1, etmt f!c h Jaii. //■• is the Victim bound ufmtt 
the Cross with thr bonds oj hitman nature, but to the heavenly Altar by tkt censubila.it- 
lial Spirit. 

28 Thou, O my Godhead ! Thanks to Thee 

My God, I will extol Thy Majesty ! 

29 O thank ye the Lord, for His goodness' sake : 

For eternal His mercy abides ! 

He lends the t^o-xoteRy of redeemed Crceition. 

Jewish victims were hound lo the rings of the altar, not to its horns. Messiah is tmund, 
not for slaughter, but for triumph, and therefore to tike heavenly horns of mediatorial 
power which I he horns of the altar symbolized. 



NOTE BY THE AUTHOR 

In a small hook entitled " The Way of Holiness," which is a commen- 
tary on the following I'salm, I have endeavoured to set forth analytically 
some of the interior hearings of l's. 1 10. The two commentaries tire quite 
distinct, but they will he fount! lo illustrate one another. 



THE WAY OF THE REDEEMED 



I'salm 119. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

This Psalm stands quite eiloite in the f 'Salter through many con- 
siderations. It is, in fart, an Octave in itself, for each section 
is an Ogdoad, having the same initial letter for eight verses. 

Ps. 119. opens with a double blessing, the happiness of 
the perfect, who walk in the law of the Lord, and the 
happiness therefore of those who keep I lis testimonies, 
that is, His sacramental pledges of grace, enabling them 
to walk in perfection according to the law of the Spirit 
of Life. 

119 = 7x17. Seventeen is the mystical number 
significant of God's covenanted people. This I'salm 
sets them forth as walking in the power of the sevenfold 
Spirit. The eightfold structure of the Psalm proclaims 
the renewal of man's nature in the person of Christ by 
the sanctifying Spirit, 

Ps. 1. spoke of the God-Man who could walk in per- 
sonal self-sufficiency. This Psalm speaks of those whom 
He has redeemed. The organism of humanity is 
restored in them. This is indicated by the perfect 
alphabetical development of this Psalm. The Second 
Adam is Humanity restored in Christ and quickened 
with Divine life, a resuscitation as well as a restoration. 

S'JT 
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This is intimated by the eightfold structure of each of 
the sections. 

This is the Psalm of the redeemed, who have escaped 
from the bondage of the old, sinful humanity. " Redeem 
me from the oppression of man," that is, of the Old 
Adam (verse 134). 

This Psalm describes " the way of holiness," of which 
Isaiah speaks. "The avenged shall walk there and the 
redeemed of the Lord shall return to Zion " (Isa. xxxv. 
10), It leads on, therefore, to the Psalms of Ascent, 
whereby the righteous enter in at the gate of the Lord 
which is opened by the triumph of JAH. 

This Psalm has always been specially treasured by 
devout souls. Various names have been given to it in 
order to express its mysterious bearing upon the spiritual 
life. Three times the Psalmist speaks of the Divine 
wonders, the mystery of God's works (verses 18, 27, 129). 

This, the longest of the Psalms, tells in varying 
strains of the wonders of God's law. The Psalm which 
is nearest to it in length (Ps. 78.) tells of man's manifold 
rebellions. 

Ps. 78., the Psalm of rebellion, has for its com- 
plementary * Psalm, the Psalm of the perfected 
Kingdom of Messiah (l's. 72.). 

The complementary Psalm of Ps. 1 19. is Ps. 3 ] . 
There the Redeemer dies. He is the Man whose 
"delight is in the law of the Lord" (Ps. I. 2), and 
whose delight it is to do the pleasure of the Father. 
He came to be the Acceptable Sacrifice, having the law 
of the Lord as the vital principle within His heart 
(Ps. 40. 9). In Ps. 3 J. 6, He breaks away from earth, 
triumphantly commending Mis Spirit into the Hands of 

* By the "Complementary Psalm" is intended the Psalm whose 
numerical position in the Psalter makes up 150 when added to the 
former. Thus, 119 + 31=150,78 + 72=150. 
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the Father as He quits the world and goes to His 
home in the Divine glory. Here the redeemed are 
found following Him, according to the renewal of 
grace. He is " the Way, the Truth, and the Life " (John 
xiv. 6), by whom they "come unto the Father," "the 
way of truth," guided by God's judgements as opposed to 
" the way of lying " (verse 29), wherein the deceits of 
the world, the flesh and the devil ensnare the straying 
sheep, so that it may " perish in the way of the ungodly" 
(Ps. 1.7). 

Happiness is the aim of life whereby man is to seek 
his own perfection and the glory of God by living for 
that glory. This is the beginning, setting forth the 
object of the way, the assertion of what constitutes true 
happiness. 

Each section of this Psalm is an ogdoad, i.e. it 
consists of eight verses, and each of these verses begins 
with the same letter of the alphabet. This stands 
alone among the Alphabetical Psalm, as having eight 
complete alphabetical acrostics. 

As every letter in Hebrew has a numerical value, and 
numbers have a mystical signification, it is natural to 
suppose that each of these ogdoads will have a meaning 
more or less connected with the signification of the 
number. This has furnished a key to the interpretation 
of the Psalm as given below. 

It is not intended to enter further into this subject, 
but those who are familiar with the mystical interpreta- 
tion of numbers will readily see that the title prefixed 
to each section has been chosen with a view to profiting 
by such an intimation. 

The Cross is the end. This is symbolized by the last 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, which is Tau the cruciform 
T, By the Cross we attain to God's glory, glorifying 
Him upon the earth. So it is that the sheep which was 
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lost attains to the restoration for which he longs. He 
that "wandered" in self-will is, by the Cross, made 
" perfect in the way." By the Cross Christ triumphed 
over the enemy who held us in bondage. By the Cross 
He appeals on our behalf to the Father. On the Cross 
He unites us with Himself, that, bearing it, we may 
follow Him, and be glorified in His love. 



In every verse except one (verse 122), the law is 
alluded to by some special title. We are not to think 
that these titles are casual or arbitrary. Each word 
is chosen for the proper occasion, and if we consider 
each separately, we shall find that the verbs, joined 
along with them, help to bring out their proper meaning 
in each passage. As we pass from one point to another, 
our whole relationship to the law is brought out, and the 
law is thus seen in its varied bearings upon our inward 
and our outward life. A verse which seems to be 
almost identical with one preceding it is thus seen 
to be important for the fuller development of meaning. 

The ten words are as follows : — 

Torah : the law in its general aspect. There is the 
fixed law of the physical universe, and the moral law 
written upon our conscience, and the varied organization 
of law by which God rules the individual whom He 
calls. 

EDVOTli : or testimonies, i.e. the outward signs 
of God's covenant. So, "the Spirit, and the Water, 
and the Blood bear testimony upon earth" ([ John 
v. 8). In a large sense, they are the sacraments, the 
appointed witnesses of God's spiritual operations. 

DekaKIM : ways. These are the habitual modes of 
operation, whether of God, or of man, for good or for 
evil. 
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PlQQUDiM : precepts, rules of conduct appointed for 
observance. 

CHUQQIM : decrees /or statutes, ordained of God for 
some special observance of which He would have us 
mindful, and thus developing the eternal decree of the 
Divine Son ship, engraven, as it were, upon the very 
substance of the Godhead. 

MlTSVOTH ! special commandments. 
Mishpatim: judgements against sin, both disciplinary 
for our perfection, and final for our eternal reward or 
punishment. 

IMRAH:' promises of blessing. This word and the 
preceding are in contrast, as when it is said in the 
New Testament, "Righteousness, because I go unto 
the Father, judgement, because the Prince of this 
world is judged" (John xvi. 10, 11). 

DAVAR : Word. Specially the Word made flesh. All 
the true words of God are the words of the Word, 
wherein the Eternal Word is made manifest. 

Em UN AH : faithfulness. The Divine Truth which 
is the foundation of all God's dealings. 

God's judgements show us what is evil. His promises 
allure us onward to that which is good. His Word 
is the outcome of His eternal Will. His faithfulness 
is the stay of our spiritual confidence. His decree is the 
glory of His Only-Begotten Son, His consubstantial 
Word, for whose glory all the law of created existence, 
both physical and moral, has come into operation 
(Col. i. 15, 16). 

In reciting the 1 1 gth Psalm in English, as we are 
accustomed to do, there is some confusion occasioned 
by the failure to distinguish the Word, the absolute 
Word, the command, of God, and the Word as the 
object of the Divine promise. By the Eternal Word 
the promise is spoken, and the promise is nothing cise 
VOL. II. 2 C 
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than the coming forth of that Eternal Word in the sub- 
stance of our humanity with the fulness of grace and 
truth. 

The word Jehovah occurs in this Psalm 24 times. 

PSALM 119. 

A LP HAUETt CAt, VII 

tt ALE I'll 

Happiness the End of Man'* Predestination 

I. God is ever blessed in Himself, All God's works have the 
happiness belong ing let their several spheres. Whatever im- 
happiness we see in the world is the result of sin. The creature 
is no longer what God created it. So we see misery in this world 
of ours, because it no longer possesses the perfection of order and 
beauty wherein God created it at the first. All order, beauty, and 
joy are the operation of law. The Divine law is the happiness of 
all God's creatures, perfecting them according to the unity of the 
Divine life. Adam was created to find happiness according to the 
law of his organic, nature. That law was the true and proper 
instrument of Cod's Image. Man cannot find happiness in the 
things of creation which he has. He must seek happiness in what 
he is. Me is himself, when he acts true to God's Image, the 
indwelling presence of God as a controlling principle. His acts 
are himself. They constitute happiness if they are true to God, 
perfect in the way of life. They drown man in misery if they 
belong merely to the created world, for all that is not God is lifeless. 
Sin is death, 

The earth, when God's indwelling was removed, became without 
form and void, lifeless, disorganized, dark. Adam, who was to be 
the principle of restoration to the newly organized world, became 
himself a ruin when he disobeyed God's word in Paradise. His 
organism was no longer true to himself. He became dark as the 
world had previously become dark by the fall of Lucifer from the 
brightness of God's Truth. 

There could be no happiness for Adam, for he had fallen out of the 
way of life. We are not, however, in think that God's work is 
irrevocably destroyed. "The whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together with us until now, waiting for the revela- 
tion of the sons of God, for it " was made subject to vanity, not 
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willingly but by reason ofllim that subjected the same, in hope 
for the creature itself shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of Hod" 
(Rom. viii. 20, 21). 

We look therefore for the triumph of J ah to assert itself on 
behalf of all the orders of creation which arc now subjected to 
suffering by reason of sin. Suffering is not God's will for any but 
the glory which is hoped for shall be an abundant compensation 
for [he miseries of the present time. We cannot solve the'mysteries 
of creation, but we can look for wisdom lo be abundantly justified 
when the final perfection of God's purpose shall be 'manifest 
Man is the supreme object in God's creation, Hta special object of 
His love, because His Only-Begotten Son is become Man M<m 
was created in order that the Son of (Tod might become Man. The 
perfection of man is that for which all creation waits. All creation 
serves man. Man in the meanwhile has to be progressing in holy 
discipline, so that he may attain the perfection t) f Cod's ideal. 

The perfection of man must be a real perfection, as the kaMifftS* 
of his final condition is to he a real happiness. He has fallen from 
ihe truth of his nature, lie must rise to t ] le , mh of ih . tt na|||| . e 
He cannot be admitted to the truth of the Divine purpose unless 
lie fulfils the truth of the Divine will. 

This perfection is set before us in the Perfect Man, the Incarnate 
God. 

I le, therefore, is the Way. We have to make progress in holiness 
by using the gifts of grace provided for us in Mini. Me brings ,,s 
to the father. "He will present His Church in the end a glorious 
I hurch, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing " (Eph. v.fj) 
We have so to use His grace that we may attain to this perf^Uon 
advancing in the Way of eternal life, as Mis redeemed ones." 

The true purpose of man is realized by the Inranimc (;<>d. 
Christian life is not a life different from that of nature. Man rises 
up to himself, to his nature, by rising up m God, whose image lie 
bears. As he is fallen from nature by sin, lie can only rise up to 
happiness in God by grace. Me must rise out of the "corruption 
the disorganization, ( ,f the fallen Adam bv being lifted up into 
the perfection of the organism of "the Second Adam, who is 
the Lord from Heaven." Thus the progress of grace in Christ 
shall accomplish what the feebleness of Adam forfeited. We 
must act true to grace, and grow in holiness. So shall the 
redeemed humanity attain, " to the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ," 
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The state of salvation into which we were admitted at our 
Baptism is not a stationary condition. We must be making pro- 
gress in the way, not loitering. 

We must walk in the law of the Lord. Our progress must be 
that which God desires. Satan will tempt us to be satisfied with 
progress such as we may ourselves contemplate with satisfaction. 
No progress is real which is not according to God's law. "The 
righteousness of the law must be fulfilled in us who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit" {Rom. viii, 4). 

All forms of earthly progress, however plausible, are only like 
weary marches round the base of a hill. The Incarnate God takes 
us into union with Himself, that by the doings of the Spirit we may 
be enabled to march upward and reach the summit of Divine per- 
fection, where alone happiness is to be found. Man's home, man's 
happiness, is on that summit. Though his path around the base 
be strewn with jewels, it is only the floor of a dungeon. Though 
he deceive himself, he cannot retrieve himself. His only happi- 
ness is on high. Aristotle spoke unknowingly but truly. Happiness 
can only be by living perfectly according to a living power of 
perfection, ft* W i* $W •*&$$• 

Whatever difficulties may be involved in the progress, happy are 
they who advance in perfection unto the end. They are made the 
righteousness of God in Christ (2 Cor. v. 21). "No good thing 
will the Lord withhold from them that walk in perfection" 
(l's. 84. 12). 

That law wherein we are to walk so as to find perfection is "the 
law of the Spirit of Life " (Rom. viii, 2), which is at once a rule and 
a power. The Spirit of Christ makes us conformable to Him, and 
so we are raised to the perfection of human nature. 

Christ in His own Personal life as the Son of Man is the perfect 
Pattern. Christ as Head of the Body is the source of all grace 
whereby we may be raised to this perfection. 

2. The Sacraments are the channels whereby the grace is con- 
veyed from Him as the Head to the various members of His Body. 
They are efficacious signs of grace, visible signs or testimonies of 
God's invisible work. We are not to trust in vague apprehensions 
of Divine favour, but we must use the authoritative testimonies of 
God's gracious operation with faithful reliance. 

Happy are they that keep His testimonies, and look to H is per- 
sonal love acting towards ihcmselves therein, while they approach 
Him with whole-hearted love. We must seek God personally if 
we would experience His sacramental grace efficiently. 
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«w oTT 1 fdl0wshi P "til God is the secret of all perfection 

Walk before me and be thou perfect " (Gen. xvii. I ). This holds 

he forthfiil back from malice of every kind. " He that abideth in 

Him smneth not" (1 John iii. 6). Only so can it be true of any that 

they do no maltce. 

If we walk in God's Presence, we walk in His -ways. They are 
all summed up in the one Way. Christ is unchangeably manifested 
amidst the changeful accidents of this present life. We walk in Hi, 
ways by planting our feet in His footsteps. They who do no ill 
can suffer no dl, but as they walk in Gods wavs they find God' 
their joy. 

4- God has given us precepts that we may observe them dilwmtlv 
These are the outward rules of Christian conduct by which we may 
bring our life under the control of Christ's example. That example 
suits all occasions, but it requires particular precepts in order that 
it may be practically brought within the reach of our imitation. 

5- Our ways need to be made firm, that our footsteps slip not 
If we are true to the outward manifestation of Christ, we shall live 
Unough (he inward mystery of Christ's Being. 

The great decree which the Father has issued is the proclamation 
of the Eternal Son, « that all men may honour the Son even as they 
honour the father" (ft, 2 . ? . Joho v . ^ A[| Divillec , J 

they arc given through the Word, find their summary in this oro 
c lamation of the Word. To observe God's decrees is to recognize the 
Hivme character of Him through whom they are given. They arc 
as it were, engraven on the very substance of God. They are His 

Word the Son of God, ls [he express ■ of Hjs p 

word "decree" signifies what is engraven. It is thus like the word 

character, used in the Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. i. ,A The 
Personally of God the Son is the Self-engraven, unchangeable 
eternal, all-comprehensive, Will and Wisdom and Wort] of the 
1 ' ather. As He comes forth in human action among men we see 
His ways set before us that we may walk therein and imitate Him 
But we cannot imitate Him unless we live in Him as our Itivioe 
sphere of life, the IVay wherein we must come to the Father 
The sacraments are the testimonies by which the necessary irrace 
is given to us, that so abiding in llim we may fulfil ,he law of (he 
Spirit as befits the Sons of God. 

6. Walking thus in the truth of the Divine life of lhc i ncanMlte 
Word, we know that we shall not be ashamed in paying regard to 
ail dad s commandments. 
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The incidental calls of the Divine Will, however they may be at 
variance with our own earthly reason and judgement, can never 
bring any disappointment, if we recognize them as coming from 
Cad in the fellowship of His Son. "God forbid that I should be 
ashamed of the Cross of Christ" in whatever way I may have to 
share it ! Those shall be ashamed who seek after any other god 
with the idolatry of covetousness ; but any shame which the 
natural heart anticipates through obedience to some command of 
Christian duty shall be changed into glory if we are faithful. 

7. Thus will the happiness of our condition find its utterance in 
thankfulness. I will thank Thee with uprightness of heart in learn- 
ing Thy righteous judgements: i.e. 'The experience of life makes 
me always look forward to the end, so that I perceive how Thou in 
Thy judgement wilt order all things for the reward of the faithful 
and the punishment of the wrong-doer. This fills me with con- 
tinual thankfulness. 1 Our thankfulness to God must not be an ex- 
pression of surprise, as if Cod did for us something accidental in 
any good thing that we may enjoy. It must be a habit formed by 
experience which makes us always rely upon God, assured that He 
is dealing with us for our good, whether in the discipline of joy or 
sorrow. The faithful heart must seek no good thing but that which 
comes by God's acceptance of our conduct towards Himself. He 
has formed us to obtain happiness by obedience, and that can be 
no true joy which comes to us apart from the personal discipline 
whereby God is teaching us to know His own all suffering and un- 
changeable goodness. 

His judgements are righteous. The righteousness of Christ the 
Judge is manifested in His members who abide His judgement. 
Righteousness is the originating principle, righteousness the guid- 
ing discipline, righteousness the submissive joy, righteousness the 
eternal reward. So that the soul can say exultingly, "When I 
awake up after Thy likeness I shall be satisfied with it" (Ps. 

17. IS)- 

8. / will observe Thy decrees. 'I will never lose sight of that one- 
ness wherein Thy Son dwells evermore with Thyself in glory. Wc 
have seen Him left to si niggle in theloneliness of Humanity (Ps. 22.), 
that s,o His will might be perfectly tried while He bore the suffer- 
ing of that struggle with Satan. For a while Thou didst outwardly 
forsake Him, but in the midst of His human suffering, He never 
failed of the consciousness of abiding in the unity of Thy Divine 
love. He forsook not Thee, and Thou didst not forsake His 
Soul, leaving it to hell (Ps. 16. 10). Thy Hand helped Him on the 
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Cross with Fatherly welcome (verse 1 and 3). As it was with Him, 
so be it with me. If Thou leavest me to act in my human will 
when temptations seem to be too strong for me to resist them, yet 
will I remember that Thou callest me to live in Christ, stablished 
in Thy sustaining Godhead. So will 1 endure with confidence 
assured that Thou wilt not suffer me to be tempted beyond what 
Thy grace will strengthen mc to bear. O forsake me not utterly /' 
The will that is disciplined by the endurance of temptation shall 
be strengthened so as to rejoice at length in the fulness of the 
Eternal welcome. The promise is unfailing. 

From the consideration of happiness which is found in Christ 
the Way (verse 1), the Psalmist proceeds to speak of the sacra- 
mental grace which is necessary that we may abide in Him (verse 
2), and the abstinence from the evil world which is essential to 
spiritual progress (verse 3). We cannot keep from the evil of the 
world unless we do what God has commanded (verse 4). We need 
to live in the strength of the Incarnate God, and to have our feet 
set upon the Rock which is Christ (verse 5). This fellowship with 
the Eternal secures us against all shame from the judgement of men 
(verse 6). We shall come to the thankful acknowledgement of 
God's disciplinary goodness, whereby He leads us on (verse 7). 
When our probation in the Way of Life is complete, we shall find 
that God will not leave us to perish (verse 8). 



3 OPT II 

The IVeni if God Incarnate 

9. The perfection which God requires of us is manifested in 
Christ, but the old Adam is corrupt and incapable of attaining to 
the happiness for which man was formed. Human nature needs to 
be cleansed. The path along which we go is not the -way of life 
upon which God sent us forth. Had we continued in the original 
way we should find Itim our joyous end. We should have owned 
Him from the first as our Master. Not so now. Our nature 
having lost the Divine life, is given over as a prey to corrupt 
habits, engendered by our disorderly passions, and these Constitute 
the pathway of miry, slippery defilement along which we are 
driven. There is "a law in our members warring against the law 
of our minds" (Rom. vii. 23). 

The perfect man, therefore, could not belong to the old Adam. 



I 



408 



THE REDEEMED 



A new race must spring up, cleansed from the inherited defilement, 
and walking in the way of purity. This is the ymtng man, the 
Second Adam, the generation born anew in Christ. 

These must cleanse the pathway of their life, by observing to live 
according to God's Word, "the Word matle flesh," from whom is 
derived a new principle of life, healing the corruption of human 
nature by the infusion of regenerating grace (F's. 53. g j 1 Pet. 
ii. 24). 

10. That life of regeneration demands the whole-hearted allegi- 
ance of those who would abide therein, a whole-hearted seeking 
after that Word, who comes to us from God. The Word is a Per- 
sonal Word, exercising a control over those who yield in faith. 
That IVordis not like the impersonal words written upon stone, 
which men failed to obey. Those words could nut enforce them- 
selves. The faithful look up to Christ, that lie may reign in their 
hearts, and not suffer them to wander from His commandments. 
Fie will give us His Holy Spirit to keep us in the way of obedience 
if we abide in Him. 

11. The law of the Divine Word is a law of promise, not of con- 
demnation (Gal. 3. 16). It must be treasured up in the heart. It 
is the joy of the hidde?i life which abides with God, assured that 
the Word which reveals the holiness of God will lead us onward in 
the joy of Divine fellowship. The old law could not restrain men 
from sin by its threats, but the new law quickens us with its joyous 
promises, that we may be raised above the temptations of the evil 
one. 'O that the joy of a life hid with Christ in God may so fill 
my heart that I may not sin against Thee D Love is the principle 
of all action. Divine love is the only principle of true holiness. 

12. The joy of the hidden life is the very joy of God Himself, 
mysterious joy which the Father takes in glorifying His Son. This 
is the unfathomable purpose of creation. "All things were created 
by Him and for Him" (Col. i. 16). God is Blessed for evermore in 
Himself, and His Blessedness consists in His Love to His Only- 
Begotten Son. He calls us to share His Blessedness. But we can 
only share it by knowing the Father and the Son in the power of 
the Holy Ghost, and thus rising up to the joy of the Divine Fellow- 
ship. Hence we cry : Teach me, illuminate me with the knowledge 
of Thy decrees. Teach me the glory of that predestinating love 
wherein Thy Son dwells with Thee. We canuot know the Blessed- 
ness of God experimentally, save by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
He opens our eyes "to see the glory which the Son had with the 
Father before the world began " (John xvii. 5). This knowledge, 
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this life, this joy, are one. It is the blessedness of the love of 
God, 

13. The Son of God records the eternal decree in the fulness of 
Divine utterance as thcconsubstantial Word (Ps. 2. 7). He speaks 
as the God- Man. We speak as partakers of the Divine Nature io 
Him. With the tips ofmyhumanity I will record, according to the 
measure of inspiration individually vouchsafed to me, all the judge- 
ments of the Mouth of the Most High. "The Word of God is 
sharper than any two-edged sword. It is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. iv. 12). It proves the 
heart amidst the casualties of life, so as to exercise judgeme?it upon 
all whom that same Word comes to help. The Word is within tis 
for help, and if not duly used, then for condemnation. 

14. The rejoicing of the hidden life is nourished by the sacra- 
ments of grace. God exercises continuous judgement towards us, 
by the discipline of probationary circumstance. He sustains the 
spiritually by continuous communications of fresh life in sacra- 
mental fellowship. '/ rejoice in the way of Thy testimonies, the 
habitual use of Thy sacraments holding me in the living Way.' 

Yes ! As muck as in all riches I The wealth of the world passeth 
away. The riches bestowed upon us through the cleansing, healing, 
illuminating, inward-speaking efficacy of the living Word, no out- 
ward accidents can waste. 

15. J will give my mind to Thy precepts. God has 1 1 is special 
precepts for each one of us. We must remember that every grace 
is given with a purpose for some particular object. It is by 
attention to God's individual call that we keep our hold upon the 
grace individually given. 

1 will have regard to Thy paths. The special precepts which 
come home to us indicate the paths of outward service in which 
God calls US to glorify Him. As the inward grace of sacraments is 
God's gift, so also the outward circumstances of Divine Providence 
are tokens of His will, to which we must give heed. 

16. / will solace myself in Thy decretals. The glory whereby 
God requires us to glorify Him is not derived from without. It 
rests upon us as a ray of light emanating from the Eternal Decree 
of Divine Predestination, whereby the Incarnate Word glorifies the 
Father. If we act for God's glory, it is His Only- Begotten Son who 
acts in us. It must he our solace to lose Die sense of tnirmvn little- 
ness, by rising up to the greatness of the Decree of Divine glory 
which dignifies our own feebleness with its infinity. 

This solace seems specially in Holy Scripture to express the 
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delight which God and His Chosen take one in the oLlier, as Parent 
and Child. Wisdom was daily his solace (Prov. viii. 30), and 
Wisdom finds "solace with the sons of men "(verse 31). The men or 
Judah are " the plant giving Him solace" (Isa. v. 7). "Ephraim, my 
dear son, the child in whom I should find solace" (Jer. xxxi. 20). 
The word is used of Ariel solacing herself in both worldly wonder 
and outcry (according to A.V.) instead of Divine election (Isa. 
xxix. 9), and of the child disporting itself on the hole of the asp 
(Isa. xi. 8). The eyes of the guilty people are to be shut with their 
false solace (Isa. vi. ro). Hut these exceptions imply the loving 
bond of delight which should bind the people to Cod, and so the 
children of Jerusalem are to be "solaced on the knees" of their 
spiritual mother (Isa. Ixvi. 12). "Thy comforts solace my soul" 
{Ps. 94. 19). Ho here we find in our own Psalm, "The sonship of 
the Eternal Word is our solace," the Divine Decree (verse 16), and 
the sacraments which communicate that sonship to us (verse 24). 

God's commandments solace us, for they imply a power of living 
true to this sacramental inheritance, however much the world may 
deride us (verse 47). We are called to partake of the Divine life and 
goodness, and this is far better than the world's stupid self-satisfac- 
tion. This involves our living true to this law (verse 70). Cod's 
law is thus the instrument of D'winz vocation. It is also the instru- 
ment of Divine compassion, training us for the perfection we need 
(verse 77), and of the Divine scrutiny, whereby our faithfulness is 
tested (verse 92). God's commandments speak to us with en- 
couragement, while He beholds our affliction {verse 143) ; and 
finally God's law illuminates our longing for salvation with a 
holy hope to be found worthy thereof if we take up the Cross, 
dying with Christ to this world, that we may live with Him 
eternally (verse 174). 

So then f •will not forget Thy Word. 

The utterance of the Divine promise (verse n), the experience of 
disciplinary judgements (verse 13), the joyousness of sacramental 
renewal in grace (verse 14), the intimations of Providential circum- 
stance (verse 15), help me to rise out of the misery of my corrupt 
nature, and "observe "—the word is here used absolutely— so as to 
live worthy of Him who is the Word made Flesh, the Head of the 
renewed Humanity (verse 9). The predestinating decree whereby 
He is glorified in His Church is the consummating act of Divine 
Blessedness (verse 12), and it is the solace of those who by that 
Word are regenerated in Divine life (verse 16). 
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3 GIMEL 

The Divine Lift 

17. This section rises from the cleansing of humanity to the life 
of Godhead. Our happiness is to be perfected in participation of 
the Divine Blessedness. Without that life I cannot have man's 
true happiness, for indeed man's death by sin was the very loss of 
that life. Without that life 1 cannot know the cleansing power of 
the Divine Word. It is a living Word speaking in my heart and 
communicating to me the vital energy of the Incarnate Son, which 
alone can enable me to know, to praise, to experience, the Blessed- 
ness of God, and to tell of His goodness, leading me onward to 
glory. All God's gifts would be unavailing, but for the great gift 
of eternal life which is given to us in His Son (i John v. 11). 

Deal bountifully with Thy servant J I shall live I That life is 
the very bounty. The bounty is a bounty belonging to personal 
and mutual regard, payment, retribution, reward. The spirit of 
revelation enables the regenerate soul to contemplate the Divine 
glory as the source from which it sprang, and the sphere wherein it 
is to act, and the glory wherewith it must itself eventually be 
identified in outward mutuality of converse in the fellowship of this 
Eternal Wisdom. Man's true life consists in this personal inter- 
course with God which the Psalmist seeks to have restored, because 
the corruption of sin had made it cease. 

So -will I observe Thy word. " Observing according to God's 
Word," imitating Christ, is the law of cleansing (verse 9). That 
Word speaking within us is the law of our new life. Until God 
gives us the Divine life, we cannot hear the Word speaking. 
When He has given us "cars to hear," then we must hear with 
carefulness. To those that are outside, God speaks by parables, 
for they are unable to receive the mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven which the Word makes known to the faithful. Our life 
is in the Word, and our conduct must be what that Word dictates. 
18. All the senses need to be elevated to spiritual intelligence 
by the Divine life quickening our human faculties. 

"Wonders." in Holy Scripture, this signifies the supernatural 
action of the spiritual power, under the form of earthly substance. 
As the word " testimonies " implies the outward form which bears 
witness to God's spiritual operation of grace, so "wonder" implies 
the inward life and power of the sacramental form. So it is the 
Divine nature of the Incarnate (Isa. ix. 5)- 
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Open Thou mine eves, and I shall pay regard to the wonders 
which are mystically exhibited in Thy law. The law as given by 
Moses was a pattern of heavenly things. 

The natural world is full of wonders, and yet we require the 
trained eye of science in order to behold them truly, and know 
their import. How much greater are the wonders, the mysteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, which the spiritual law contains ! Our 
Lord says to His Apostles, M Blessed are your eyes, for they see : and 
your ears, for they hear" (Matt, xiii. 16). And yet after His resur- 
rection, St was necessary for Him to open their understandings, 
that they might understand the Scriptures (Luke xxiv. 45). 

Every revelation of God must be a wonder, a mystery. The 
finite understanding cannot embrace the infinite. Every detail of 
the revelation must include an element of infinity. The heart must 
be opened by the communication of the Infinite Love to desire the 
apprehension of that which surpasses the natural intelligence. As 
the eyes are opened to increasing contemplation, the heart will rise 
to embrace with increasing joy. We must not put away the 
wonders because we cannot understand them, but we must regard 
them with love as the Holy Ghost inspires. Mysteries are revealed 
to the meek who draw near with a humble, loving heart. So do 
we live in God. 

We need to have our eyes opened more and more, until we 
attain to the Beatific Vision. Then shall we "know as we are 
known. 1 ' So we must pray for an increasing apprehension of the 
mysteries of God's Law. 

The Law is a treasury out of which those mysteries have to be 
gathered, but the mysteries belong to Him who is the Life of the 
law. The law is as a case internally arranged to hold many things, 
each of them fitting into its own place. Before Christ came, the 
future gift, which was to be, could only be known by the empty 
space assigned to it in the typical ministrations. "The law had 
but the outline of good things to come, not the very image of the 
things" {Heb. x. 1). We have the very image. And yet we cannot 
know the heavenly glory of that which we have, except so far as 
the Spirit of God opens the eyes of our understanding. 

19. / am a stranger upon earth. 'I pine to see the things 
belonging to my heavenly home. Nothing here satisfies me. 
Everything ministers only to the outer life, but I desire the hidden 
glory of communion with Thyself as my leather, such as can only 
be known in the true land of the living. 

'Nevertheless, even here it is my joy to do what Thou commandest. 
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Hide not Thy commandments from me. Teach me in doing Thy 
will to advance towards the experience of Thy Truth. I long for 
the Beatific Vision, but here in my earthly blindness I confide 
myself to Thy commandments, that I may walk in the obedience 
of faith (Rom. i. 5, 16, 26). 

1 lam a stranger, but, as such, I am under Thy special protection. 
Let me be so faithful in keeping Thy commandments while I am 
"a stranger with Thee" (Ps. 39. 13), that I may be admitted to 
the full privileges of Thy children, and claim my inheritance in 
Heaven,' 

20. The soul, thus void of that nourishment whereby its life may be 
invigorated, feels itself crushed. " He bath crushed my teeth with 
gravel-stones" (Lam, iii. 17), I have to take that which destroys 
my power of feeding, and nourishes me not. What earth has to 
give to the poor exile is only gravel-stones. Yet the soul longs to 
fulfil God's commandments, and is ever disquieted. It can do 
nothing in earthly strength which can lead to a confident hope of 
God's approval, so that the natural effort may be accepted in the 
supernatural judgement. Therefore the soul crushes itself with the 
fretful endeavour to see God's will, and regain the life of His love. 
Earth supplies but gravel-stones, and the soul gnawing upon itself, 
crushes itself with its empty cravings at all times. 

at. The proud, the people of the world, have their satisfaction, 
but God rebukes them. They are under a curse, wandering away 
from Gods commandments. The people of the world, in the self- 
satisfaction of their pride, disdain all care for Gods commandments. 
They live to please themselves. 

The Psalmist does not envy their satisfaction, for he knows the 
curse which rests upon disobedience, lie has not turned aside from 
God's commandments. And yet be seems to be left as a stranger 
under the curse of earlhlmess, shut out from God's commandments, 
although ready to fulfil them. His state of exile-is the inheritance 
derived from our first parents' sin. Instead of being born with the 
life of God the soul is dead. But it is far better to be conscious of 
that state of exile under the power of death, and long for the life of 
our heavenly home to be restored, than to be unconscious though 
rejoicing in the satisfaction which the world gives to those who live 
for it. The perdition of the proud will be for ever, but the penitent 
exile will be brought back to his eternal home. 

22. He desired Clod to look upon him in the slate of reproach 
and contempt which afflicts him, and to roll it off from him. That 
can only be done by restoring the Divine life which Adam lost. 
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The promise of restoration is sure. It is with this hope that 
the Psalmist has kept Cod's testimonies, the old ordinances prepared 
for Christ. Now if God will send the Giver of Life, He will 
diligently use the Sacraments whereby that life is conveyed. 

23. He would not have the pride of the world, for that involves 
God's rebuke. Yea ! he has borne the persecution of the great 
men of the world, knowing that their rebuke could bring to him no 
hurt. Princes sat in Council and spake together against Aim 
to destroy him. So they assembled against Christ Himself. So 
may His servant be content to accept all persecution. His mind 
is intent upon the Divine glory of the Redeemer. The decrees 
enforce the Divine Sonship. These princes include the spiritual 
rulers of this world's darkness. They accuse the faithful before 
God. They fill the heart with despondency as if God had cast 
us away. But the accuser of the brethren will be cast out. Then 
sllall the faithful be restored as Job in his last years (Rev. 12. to. 
20. 10). 

24. The dispensation of sacramental grace is His solace, for by 
this the predestinated glory of the Divine Sonship is communi- 
cated to the members of the Incarnate. The Psalmist is lifted up 
out of the misery of earthly deadness into " the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God" (Rom. iii. 21). God not only works by them, 
but speaks through them. They are our counsellors. 

Thus does God's servant who desired such spiritual life as 
would enable him to see the mysteries of God's law (verse 18} rise 
up from the condition of exile and incompetency (verse 19), from 
the gnawing agony of a soul which could find no satisfaction 
(verse 20), from the scorn and contempt which the proud sons of 
earth pour out upon him (verse 22), from the persecution with 
which the powerful of earth take counsel against him (verse 23). 
He rises up in joyous fellowship of the Divine Sonship, the solace 
of a sacramental covenant with God (verse 24), and feels the 
blessedness of the sweet converse of the Eternal Spirit speaking 
within his heart in the manifold gifts of personal love and holy 
counsel. 

1 DALETII 

The Discipline of the Cross 

25. The cry still goes up, Quicken me. Doubt not the Divine 
life belonging to the Incarnation! Hut the life of the Divine Word 
was hidden. The Son of God became outwardly "subject to 
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death," that by death He might redeem mankind and destroy the 
slavery to Satan, wherein mankind was hopelessly bound. He 
therefore was " put to death in the flesh but quickened in the Spirit." 

This inherent life of the Spirit was His own prerogative as being 
the Eternal Word. Therefore, hanging upon the Cross, He appeals 
to have His Life as the Word made manifest within Him. The 
natural soul cleave th unto the dust, but the weakness thus assumed 
could not takeaway Christ's life. "I have power to lay down My soul, 
and I have power to lake it again" (John x. 18). 

As the Word He does not die. Hy His own free will He com- 
mends His Spirit into the Hands of the Father. He laid down 
His Soul, separating it from His Body, but that Soul was ever 
living with the power of the Holy Ghost. He had "received a 
commandment from His Fa I her to lay down His soul and to take 
it again" (John x. 19). Upon the Cross He appealed for the 
resurrection. We in death appeal to live in Him. 

26. He recorded His ways, for He could say, " I have finished 
the work which Thou gavest Me to do" {John xvii. 4). He records 
both His Divine inherence and His human obedience, — the eternal 
decree and the appointed ways of earthly struggle. God answered 
Him without fail. " I know that Thou nearest Me always" (John 
xi. 42). It is by this acknowledgement of His own obedience and 
the Father's response, that He learns experimentally the glory of 
the Divine decree. 

27. His human faculties advanced by active co-operation in the 
way of (Sod's precepts. His interior knowledge by the power of the 
Holy Ghost became thus an experimental consciousness glorifying 
all His faculties. Every act of His human life, however full of 
suffering in the doing, was treasured up within Him as a principle 
of glory ready to be developed when the mortal fabric which 
enshrined it should cease from the functions of mortality. Jesus 
in every act of His Humanity contemplated all the onflow of grace 
whereby His mystical Body should find its power. Thus He under- 
stood the way of Coifs precepts. He contemplated the mysteries 
of Divine life, which were eventually to be communicated as the 
glorifying treasure of His saints, when they should rejoice as 
members of His risen Body. We must contemplate the way of 
God's precepts by looking back in all we do to the grace which 
He provided for us in His actions. So do we live in Him and He 
in us. 

7 'he way of God's precepts is the object of our understanding, 
although it is always beyond what we can understand. We must 
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be growing in its apprehension, and yet it cannot be wholly under- 
stood until we have come to the end of the way, so as to be 
wholly identified with the Divine Wisdom which is leading us. 

The way of Cod's precepts is a way of mysteries, wonders, 
summed up in the fellowship of His life, who is the Personal 
expression of Divine mystery, " God manifest in the flesh." His 
Name is Secret, Wonderful, i.e. Mystery (Jud. xiii. 18 ; Isa. ix. 6.) 

28. Thus was His soul dissolving for very heaviness, hut though 
in obedience to the Father's commandment He gave Himself up to 
die, He looked for the commandment to come forth, that He 
should take His life up again. Then He would take it, no longer 
subject to death. The resurrection would show Him to be the 
Son of God. Therefore lie says, "Noise Thou Me up, according to 
Thy Word. Show that 1 am Thy Word." So we also look to be 
raised up with Christ, but we must first of all be dissolved in 
penitence. The body is dissolved by necessity, the soul by grace. 

29. When He rose again He had conquered the Prince of this 
world, the father of lies. He had no longer to tread the way of 
slavery, which was at variance with His true character. Death 
rolled away the reproach. He cries out, " Take from Me the way of 
tying. In seeming weakness and forsakenness 1 have had to 
tread the way of Thy commandments with much bodily 
weariness, and My feet have had to tread a world of lies, of 
calumny, and scorn." Grant Me Thy law graciously. He came, 
"full of grace and truth," to fulfil the law, and now in the glory of 
the Only-Begotten of the Father, that law has become glorified. 
"The Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing shall He 
withhold from them that walk in perfection " (Ps. 84.), The gift 
of the law was itself a gift of grace, in covenant with God, but 
we need the gift of quickening grace to enable us to fulfil the 
law. 

30. I have chosen the way of faithfulness. "All the promises of 
God in Christ are Amen." I have set Thy judgements before me. 
It is for this end that Jesus was ever working. His faithfulness to 
His Father is as true as His Father's faithfulness to Him. His 
Human will was proved in its faithfulness by His years of 
obedience. He knew that the joy of His Father's faithful accept- 
ance would be the crowningglory of His way of faithfulness. This 
is the judgement to which He looked forward. All judgements to 
which mankind would be subjected were summed up in His one 
presentation of Himself, a life-long sacrifice. As Satan poured 
forth upon Him every violence belonging to his tyranny, so Christ 
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presented Himself with faithfulness approved under every possible 
form of temptation. 

31. "This mind must be in us which was in Christ Jesus." His 
endurance of the Cross for three-and- thirty years must be our 
pattern. We have " to run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, 
despising the shame" (Heb. xii. 1, 2). 

So then must we cleave to the sacraments which unite us by 
grace to Christ as surely and steadily as our outward nature cleaves 
by law of natural gravitation to the earth. We have morally to die 
upon the Cross to the outer world, that we may thus, in the power 
of the Spirit, cleave to that which is heavenly. So can we say, " O 
Lord, put vie not to shame. Let me enter into Thy glory, having 
borne Thy Cross." In being thus united to Christ, glorified by 
sacraments of grace, we, His members, who have still to follow 
Him in the humiliation nf this evil world, treading the way of 
lying while the great accuser is ever seeking to reproach us and to 
slay us by deceit, must gain fresh strength to glorify God. The 
sacraments do not save us by setting us in outward security, but 
by separating us from the evil, that we may keep ourselves from 
the touch of the enemy, and may be strengthened to resist him 
with Divine power. We shall be more than conquerors if we 
choose the way of faithfulness, but we cannot achieve any victory 
save by dying with Christ upon the Cross. 

32. This faithful adhesion to God's law makes each separate 
command an easy and joyful appeal. We are delivered from the 
shame of our sinful nature, for we aie " made partakers of the Divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust" {2 Pet. i. 4). This sets the heart free from the sin which doth 
so easily beset us (Heb. xii. i), the weight of a nature burdened by 
Satan's chains. The crucified disciple can say, J will run the way 
of Thy commandments, for Thou dost set my heart at liberty ! Death 
upon the Cross brings freedom. " Stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free " (Gal. v. 1). " He that is dead is freed from 
sin" (Rom. vi. 7). Thus dying we attain to the freedom of outward 
and perfect separation from all that belongs to death. 



Blessed is the soul which is quickened by the Word Incarnate 
to take up the Cross and follow Christ (verse 25). It takes account 
of its way as having its origin from God's supreme decree, not from 
the lower world (verse 26). It understands the way of God's precepts, 
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changing sorrow into joy, and it muses on God's mysteries (verse 27). 
It dissolves beneath the burden of the flesh, but it abides erect in the 
vigour of resurrection-life (verse 28). Living in the grace of God's 
law, it rejoices to have the world's false ways turned aside (verse 29 V 
It has chosen the way of correspondence with God's faithfulness, 
and knows that it will not be ashamed. God's judgement is sure 
in the end (verse 30). God's sacraments are a present treasure 
which cannot fail of Divine reality (verse 31). It looks forward to 
increase of joyous obedience as the blessed energy of the freedom 
wherein the sons of God rejoice (verse 32). 

n HE 
The Righteousness of Faith 

33. Christ is " the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John xiv. 6). 
The way of truth, the way of God's decrees, is distinguished not only 
from the way of falsehood and sin, but from the way of natural 
progress. It is opposed to what is evil. It is superior to what is 
natural. We need to have it pointed out to us. This is the Divine 
teaching, the Divine law. Christ, the Lawgiver, is Himself the 
pattern as well as the vital principle of righteousness, going before 
us, and calling 11s as His sheep to follow Him. The decree of 
His eternal Sonship embraces us in its predestination. We must 
walk worthy of God. "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me" 
(Matt. xi. 29). We cannot run the way of God's commandments 
unless our outward nature is crucified with Christ. We cannot 
keep the way 0/ God's decrees, the lofty highway of the Cross, unto 
the end, unless we abide in Christ, crucified with Him, and living in 
the fellowship of His risen life. So must we follow the Lamb upon 
Mount Zion if we would have the grace of perseverance, "looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and 1'cifecter of our faith " (Heb xii. 2). God 
alone can teach us that which is eternally ordained within Himself. 
He reveals by His Word that which by His Spirit He illuminates us 
to apprehend. His Spirit takes us up into the Incarnate Word, and 
enables us to do that which God's eternal decree requires. In pro- 
portion as we know the decree to be eternal in its origin we shall 
guard \K as being eternal in its authority. So also shall we find it 
to be abiding in its efficacy. 

It is the prerogative of the Christian covenant that the faithful shall 
be " all taught of the Lord" (Isa. liv. 13). This is the heart-teaching 
of the soul in righteousness by the power of the Holy Ghost, for it 
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is "lire eternal to know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
He hath sent" {John xvii. 3). 

34. We must guard God's law with the fulness of understanding, 
and observe it with fulness of the heart's devotion. As God is Love, 
and is only known by love, we cannot fait to grow in the love of God's 
law as we grow in the understanding of that law. Our hearts must 
be expanded, strengthened, with the Divine fulness of righteousness, 
while we advance in the understanding and observation of God's 
law. It isa law of nature that our accidental tastes and inclina- 
tions are strengthened by habit. Much more must this be the case 
with our spiritual >>■ in Goifs law. Our " meat is to do His will " 
and our whole nature is purified by feeding upon Christ while we 
act in His strength (John iv. 34). 

Light and love are both of them the operation of the Holy Ghost. 
Without love we cannot know God (1 John iv. 8). They necessitate 
our co-operation if we would attain the grace of perseverance. They 
are the very presence of God by His Word and Holy Spirit, quicken- 
ing the responsive energy of the soul wherein lie dwells. The 
interior wave of light thus called into activity rejoices in the glow 
of Divine consciousness. We are made " light in the Lord, children 
of light "(Eph. iv. 8). 

35. We need God's Holy Spirit to give us a good will and to work 
with us when we have that good will. So it is said here, Direct my 
way. The heart that is dead upon the Cross is free to run the way of 
God's commandments (verse 32), but we need the restraint of 
Divine love to direct our way in the track of God's commandments. 
Otherwise we shall be led astray. The track, the beaten path, is 
not trodden by the multitude so as to be easy. Indeed it is "a 
track which no fowl knoweth, and the lion's whelps have not 
trodden it." The angels of Heaven and the wild beasts of hell 
know it not. " Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is Wisdom." 
This track is trodden by the heel of the Great Jacob, the Incarnate 
Wisdom. He it is who has trodden the track of the heavenly hill, 
and we have to follow Him. " Righteousness shall go before Him 
and He shall make His footprints a way" (I's. 85. 13). This is 
the way of the Holy Cross. He, the Lord our Righteousness, will 
direct our way in this track by the Holy Ghost. 

This is the delight of the faithful. The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of 
joy, and we cannot walk in this track, following Christ, unless it be 
our delight. 

36. The heart which feels its danger must turn to the grace of God's 
covenant. God must incline our hearts to seek the sacrameittal power 
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pledged to us therein. God's pledged presence is our all-sufficient 
strength. The carnal worshipper looks for immediate relief from 
some outward difficulty as the reward of his prayer. " What gain is 
U that we have kept God's ordinance ? " The true worshipper seeks 
simply to live in God's Personal love. That love is the living 
power of His action and the reward of His suffering. Christ Him- 
self finds His reward not in earthly recompense but in the glory 
of the righteousness which it is given to Him to communicate to 
those whom He will raise along with Himself. "He shall justify 
many" (lsa. liii. 1 1)- " We are made the righteousness of God in 
Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). The last verse spoke of the guidance of 
external Providence. In this verse we ask for the inward inspira- 
tion of God's grace to incline our hearts. If we are " dead with 
Christ" we must not let our hearts rest upon the objects of this 
sinful world. We have died to them, and God's grace will lift up 
our hearts to desire heavenly things. 

37. Earthly things are apt to catch the mind's eye. We must look 
to God to make our eyes cross over from beholding iniquity, and 
quicken us to walk in His -way by opening our eyes to behold His 
glorious power, His righteous love. 

Terribly does the lust of the eye stimulate the nature. As we 
gaze on evil things the corruption of our nature inflames us with 
manifold evil. We must keep our outward eye from resting on 
vanity, that our inward heart, animated by grace, may rejoice to see 
the things of God. 

38, The righteousness of faith must be proved by the discipline 
of delay. But though the promise seem to tarry, God's servant 
must be strong to wait for it, assured that "it will come, and will 
not tarry." ' Raise it up even though it seem to have been shrouded 
in death. As we wait for Thy promise in Thy fear, so let us 
receive Thy promise when the discipline of fear is perfected, 
according to the fulness of Thy love. So let us receive the blessing 
of Abraham who staggered not at Thy promise through unbelief 
(Rom. iv. 20), but looked to receive his son from the dead with a 
greater blessing if he surrendered him to Thee, for Thou hadst 
said that in him should the everlasting covenant be established ' 
((Jen. xvii. 19). 

We cannot be partakers of the promise unless by the Spirit of God 
we are walking in this holy fear, the reverent fear which is not 
aroused by the terrors of God's visible judgement, but stimulated by 
the sense of His goodness, apprehended by faith (verse 169). 

39. ' Make the reproach cross over which my sluggish nature is so 
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apt to dread. I trust myself to Thee, whatever may be the cavils and 
taunts of the world around me. All Thy judgements are good. I 
am sure that Thou wilt justify me in the end, if I abide in Thy 
Truth. 1 

40. ' My longing is for Thy precepts, that while I am outwardly 
true to what Thou hadst enjoined, I may receive the inward life of 
fellowship with Thee, which is the crown of righteousness.' 

Where there is righteousness there must be life, for righteousness 
is the exercise of the Divine life (Gal. iii. 21). The precepts of God 
are the outward phenomena of that righteousness in human opera- 
tion, as the sacraments are the outward testimonies of the Divine 
communication of that life. 

The righteousness of God's living law has its root in the Divine 
Sonshtp (verse 33)— its exercise in intelligent contemplation 
and loving observance (verse 34) — its activity in the delight of 
obedience (verse 35) — its power in Divine sacraments (verse 36)- — its 
condition in blindness to the deceitful world, so that the life of 
Divine fellowship is apprehended by faith (verse 37) — its attestation 
in the accomplishment of God's promises while He raises to better 
life than that which was surrendered to death, so that the accomplish- 
ment of hope is proportionate to the resignation of fear (verse 3S)-- 
its tranquillity in the calmness with which we can bear the taunts of 
the enemy whilst looking to the certainty of God's judgement 
(verse 39) — its one longing in true conformity to God's precepts, 
perfected with an eternal crown in the life of God's love (verse 40). 



1 VAU 

The Feebleness of the Cr eat art finding Salvation in the Eternal Life 
of the Word. 

41. The gift of salvation is not by man's merit but by God's mercy 
in Jesus Christ. Let Thy mercy come also unto me, O Lord, even 
salvation, even Thy Jesus, according to Thy promise. 

The acrostic of this sectiun is the weakest letter of the Hebrew 
Alphabet. The number which it expresses is the number of sinful 
humanity. Six is always the expression of mere worldly power. This 
Ogdoad opens with the lirsl appeal for salvation, that the Son of 
God may take upon Himself our earthly nature, coining to us from 
the Father, according in the merciful promise given at the beginning. 
The first verse sets ioiih the promise on which the Psalmist relies. 
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The second verse speaks of the Word, the Son of God, who is the 
substance of the promise. Jesus comes making God's mercy 
manifest towards mankind, and calling man to the life of righteous- 
ness. I le came, according; to God's mercy, to be "made sin for us, 
although He knew no sin (2 Cor. v. 21}." We sinners could have 
had no hope of being raised lo the life of righteousness, had it not 
been for God's promise made lo us in Him. Our elevation by the 
Spirit to the glory of His sanctity is correlative to His Inve con- 
descending to our condition of external bondage. The Divine act 
which brings Him down to us is the very same which lifts us up to 
Him. The descending power and the result of the ascending 
triumph are equal. I loth are Divine, God Incarnate I Man deified! 

42. 'O God, my Saviour is Thine Internal Word. When taunted 
by the unbelieving world as if my hopes were vain, I have a word of 
answer which is a match for all, even TMne own Eternal Word. 
It is on that that I rely.' " it is God that justiSeth." Satan 
cannot claim me for slavery by the reproach which belongs to this 
sinful world since God has delivered up His Son to be our salvation 
(Rom. viii. 32, 33). 

43. 'Thine is the Word of truth. My sinful nature is apt in its 
feebleness to speak timidly as if this Word were doubtful, but do 
not Thou take it utterly out of my month. Though I cannot hope 
in my own righteousness, / wait for Thy judgement. In that 
judgement I have this Word for my plea.' Christ was to come, 
"girt with the word of truth and meekness-righteousness" 
(Ps. 45,). That Word of truth must speak in our lives. We are not 
to rely upon its power for our defence, unless we exercise its power 
in our conduct. P,y that Word the material universe was 
created. By that Word the moral universe was developed. For 
that Word the ceremonial organization was formulated. In that 
Word the spiritual universe is quickened. 

Our mouth must testify that "the Word of Christ dwells in us 
richly" (Col. iii. 16), not merely the verbal acknowledgement of the 
lips, but the utterance of our whole lives in the midst of a sinful 
world. We wait for God's judgements, and our conduct must show 
that we are regulated by a principle which i den lilies us with these 
judgements, for it is by this very Word— Creator and Redeemer— 
that all will be judged in the great Day. 

44. 'While I have this Word in my mouth, 1 will observe Thy law 
continually, yea, for ever and ever. Uy this Word the physical 
creation is sustained, by this Word my moral nature shall be 
raised out of its feebleness to the full capacity of accomplishing 
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Thy taw, which this same Word enforces. That Word gives power 
to fulfil whatever it commands, and the fulfilment of that law is a 
joy eternal as the Word from whom it comes.' 

45. ' In the feebleness of time and in the largeness of eternity this 
Word shall be my strength. In the feebleness of the perishing flesh 
I seek Thy precepts. In the strength of eternal life I learn to act 
with the freedom of the Divine Sonsbip. I can fear no material 
oppression, for 1 seek to use Thy power in doing Thy will, and no 
oppressor can thwart Thy Divine purposes. I live, yea, I love, to 
fulfil them. Not my will but Thine be done ! ' 

46. I -will speak of the powers of Thy sacramental covcfiant even 
before kings, and will not be ashamed. What royalty of earth can 
match the glory of the Kingdom of Heaven ? 

St Paul could say, " I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ " 
(Rom. i. 16). So have multitudes of martyrs even learm how great 
was the power of the spiritual life by the very act of having to bear 
the material antagonism of persecuting tyrants. Christ did not let 
them be put to shame. He vindicated them. The persecutors 
perished by miserable deaths. Their victims lived after death in 
triumphant memories and a wide-spreading spiritual progeny. 

47. What solace does the heart need in this suffering world P 
Not the dream of One who "takes his pleasure as if drunken with 
wine, and only wakes to find himself empty" (Isa. xxix. 9), bot ihc 
reality of a true consciousness of loyal witness lo God in keeping 
His commandments. Such substantive possession of the love of 
God. whereby we know that love to be the origin, the strenglli, and 
the reward of all ou r ac lions, is a true solace. Yea, 1 will soliue myself 
in Thy commands whic.li I have loved. It shall be the pleasure of 
each moment to do something which Thou hast commanded. 
" My meat is lo do the will of Him that sent Mc, and to finish Ilis 
work" (John iv. 34). 

48. ' Thy commandments which I have loved are. my meat in the 
doing. Thy commandments which J have loved arc my hope in all 
my prayer. 1 can only pray to be permitted to do Thy command- 
ments evermore, /lift up my hands unto Thee, not hoping for an 
eternity of dismissal as if Thou hadsl nothing more for me to do, 
but for an eternity of subjection, thai I may be enabled to 
accomplish Thy will in a plenary participation of Thy power, such 
as in this world of weakness I cannot know.' All power is exer- 
cised, and all glory consummated, in doing God's will and acknow- 
ledging His fatherhood. As all power and glory come from Him, 
there can be no power which is not used in subordination to linn ; 
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no glory save in the fellowship of His Life whereby we are His 
children. 

This is the highest glory of created life, even of the created life of 
the Incarnate Son, and so in Him of all of us, Mis members. "Then 
shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things 
under Him, that God may be all in all" (i Cor. xv. 28). 

The Psalmist finishes with musing upon the eternal decree of the 
Divine Sonship. This creatutely accomplishment of the Divine 
commands to all eternity can belong only to Him who is Himself 
the Divine Word from all eternity. 'As Christ lifted up His Hands 
upon the Cross, so will I lift up my hands to endure whatever 
cross Thou mayest assign for me. " For the joy" of the decree of 
the Eternal Sonship which Thou hast ordained for me by Thy 
Word, " I will endure the Cross, despising the shame" (Heb. xii. 2). 
Shame be my portion in this perishing world ! Let Thy love be 
my portion to Eternity I So let me mind Thy decrees/ Yea! I 
would "esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt" (Heb. xi. 26). Thy Cross is my glory,' 

The Psalmist appeals for the accomplishment of the promise of a 
Saviour given to man at the beginning (verse 41)- That Saviour is 
the Goel who will rebut the accusations of the great enemy (verse 
42). This Saviour dwelling in us and manifested in our conversation 
is the stay of our faith (verse 43), the strength of our obedience 
(verse 44}, the security of our deliverance (verse 45), our glory in 
reproach (verse 46), our delight in action (verse 47), our Divine 
warrant in prayer, wherein we approach God, according to the 
decree of the Eternal Sonship, as the members of Him who lifted 
up His Hands upon the Cross (verse 48). 

t ZATN 

fit st and Comfort in the Alcdiatoria! Word 

49. The Word, who should become Incarnate, is always the object 
of the Psalmist's appeal. Remember the Word unto Thy servant, 
because Thou hast made me to wait for it. When he speaks of the 
promise, lie refers to the coming of the Word, but when he speaks 
of the Word, it is the consubstantial Word of the Father which 
is signified. He is Himself the very essence of the promise. The 
glory of that Word was to be manifested in the elect Seri/anf, but 
He must wait till His work of humiliation was finished (John xix. 30). 
The glory of that Word is to be manifested in us as the members of 
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Christ, but we must wait until our time of probation is complete. 
Then shall we be glorified in Him (Rom. viii. 25). 

50. The Word appeals to have this relationship acknowledged 
by the Father, The knowledge of His own Being was His comfort 
in His Passion, By the Holy Ghost proceeding fiom Him as the 
Word, He felt His own unity with the Father. So He looked 
forward for the fulfilment of the promise of the Resurrection, 

That Resurrection, moreover, includes within its scope nil the 
predestined glory of the Incarnate Son. All things were "created 
for Him," that He, as the Son of Man, should rule over all. The 
promise to Abraham and his seed was " that he should be the Heir 
of the world" (Rom. iv, 13). This was the original decree of 
creative power. This was constantly present to the mind of St 
Paul as the real manifestation of the Kingdom which he proclaimed. 
Christ was not preached by him simply as the Saviour of mankind, 
but as "the Heir of all things" (Heb. i, 2). This was set forth in 
the parable of the pounds as the kingdom in which the nobleman 
would reward his servants, making them rulers over many cities, 
when he would also cause the rebellious citizens to be slain (Luke 
xix, 17). How much we lose the power, the joy, the very meaning, 
of our Christianity by limiting our ideas to the mere salvation of 
mankind as occupants of this little globe of earth ! Mankind ! 
And after all, only a small numerical fragment of mankind ! but 
Christ's kingdom is no numerical fragment of infinite littlenesses. It 
is a Divine totality of the faithful, partakers of the infinite glory of 
the Redeemer. He is the Head of the Body which partakes of His 
Divine fulness. How small a conception do we form of the real 
glory of the Church as the Body of Christ, because we are content 
to think of the outward and transitury successes of Christianity in 
this world instead of looking onward to the wonderful destiny 
of future ages, when Christ's Kingdom shall come in its over- 
spreading glory ! The Word, as the Eternal 1'erson, inheriting 
a Name more excellent than that of any other creature, is the 
guarantee of the life which the promise declared. Therefore 
that promise quieke?icth me. We can use these words because 
we are "co-heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17). The promise is 
given to us in Him. It is the development of the nature which 
we have received in being made His members. We shall 
reign with Him (2 Tim, ii. 12). The promise is no empty utterance, 
but it is the coming forth of the substantive, creative Word to be 
fulfilled with Divine completeness in due season. "We are 
complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10}. Jesus said, " The glory which Thou 
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hast given Me, I have given tliem " (John xvii. 22). So are we 
comforted now amidst the afflictions of this world in which we are 
wailing. So must we long for the prayer to he accomplished, "Thy 
Kingdom come." We must "suffer with Him now, waiting to he 
glorified together" (Rom. viii. 17). 

If we .ire really living in the power of this Divine promise we 
must be dead to earthly tilings. They are accidental, transitory, 
probationary. The children of faithful Abraham have to use them 
merely as the instruments whereby they may attain the reward 
of the inheritance given to every man according to his works. 
So must we share Christ's 'Passion in the power of the Holy 
(jlinst. 

5 1 i The proud have scoffed at me exceedingly, but I have tiot 
swerved from Thy law. The Word who is the substance of the 
promise is also the substance of the law. To swerve from the 
law would be to forfeit the promise. The worldling scoffs at the 
law, because he heeds not the promise. The world knows not the 
power of the Sevenfold Spirit, nor does it know the value of the 
"rest which remaineth for the people of Cod" (Heb. iv. 9), the 
baptismal inheritance of those who are " buried with Christ into 
His death" (Rom. vi. 4). 'these, on the contrary, wait without 
swerving for Christ "to be made manifest 4n them, that they may be 
manifest with Him in glory." 

52. 'Thy law (verse 51), as involving Thine unchangeable 
promise, was my comfort (verse 50), and so I remembered Thine 
everlasting judgements, Lord, and comforted myself, looking for 
the unfailing discrimination of love which those shall have who love 
Thy law. 1 

So Noah was to comfort his parents for the work of their hands 
(Cen. v. 29), a personal security when Cod was about to smite the 
earth with a curse. 

God's Word is the Judge. The Psalmist's comfort is to have 
Him now for a helper whom all must have hereafter as a Judge. He 
rules from age to age, but time docs not exhaust either His judge- 
ment or His love. His judgements are everlasting. Death, which 
ends all transitory things, serves to reveal these in their eternity 
both to the tost and to the saved. 

53. A scorching blast of sorrow has seized me for the ungodly 
1 'hat forsake Thy law, a blast burning, as it were, with the fires of hell 
which it has traversed. It seems ready to sweep me back along 
with them into the fiery pit. Those who are not buried with Christ 
must perish therein. The law here signified is not merely the 
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moral law, but that which underlies the moral law, the law of faith, 
the law of union with Christ, the Redeemer. 

Death by grace brings comfort to the faithful, for they look to 
"rest from their labours," being buried with Christ. Hut how 
terrible is the thought of death outside of Christ. There it is the 
fulfilling of the penalty of sin. The ungodly forsake God's lira: 
God does not forsake them. They bring their doom upon them- 
selves by rejecting the covenant of grace, the promise made of old 
through the Incarnate Word, that "in Him all nations should be 
blessed." He is the Prophet whom Cod would raise up like unto 
Moses (Deut. xviii. 15). To Him the law pointed onward. He is 
the fulftllcr of the law. The old covenant was to pass away, but it 
was to be consummated and made perfect with eternal power in 
the New Covenant which the Prophet, the Incarnate Word, would 
establish so as never to pass away. To reject Messiah was to 
reject the law, and incur the curse which Moses invoked against the 
Israelites, "if they did not fear the Name of the Lord their Cod " 
(Deut. xx viii. 58). Into that Name we are baptized, and so the 
promised test in the grave of Christ is given to as. We must take 
warning from the severity of Cod's judgements. 

54. The eternal Divine decree of Sonship (Ps. 1. 7) has supplied 
tlie I'salmis! with umgs in the temporary. bOffrt "i his caiin'y 
pilgrimage. Our joy must be to feel the law of the Divine glory 
asserting itself in fresh developments of power amidst all the 
sufferings of human infirmity. Here, as men, we arc strangers 
under the care of God (Ps. 39. 13), but, as partakers of the Divine 
Covenant by Baptism into Christ, we arc Cod's children. 

55. lly nature we are the offspring of death and of darkness, but 
the day of heavenly tight dawns upon the faithful heart. '/ re- 
member Thy Name, O Lord, in the night-season of this earthly 
existence! When the power of Satan seeois to overwhelm me, t call 
to mind the unchangeable glory of Thine eternal Name ! Hcing 
buried by baptism into Christ's de;.th, I rejoice in Thy Name, for 
the night will soon be gone, and I shall claim my part among the 
children of the day ! Thus I am risen by faith to observe Thy 
law. In unchanged love I cherish " the obedience of faith " (Rom. 
xvi. 26). This is my satisfaction, faith wakens love.' 

56. This is mine because I kept Thy precepts. ''Faith working 
by love" io the apprehension of supernatural grace is the law of my 
life. God will surely remember His Word if wc wait for its mani- 
festation. Wc must not fall into unbelieving eagerness. " lie ihnt 
believeth will not make haste." Wc are dead to the world by grace 
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as members of the Incarnate Word {verse 49). This is the 
foundation of our covenanted union with God. This is mine/ 
O blessed portion I a burial place in the grave of Christ ! an 
earnest of the glory of the promised land ! 

This Word must be our comfort in affliction while in the dawning 
of the promise we feel the new life beginning to assert itself as our 
strength (verse 50) ; our stability amidst the jeers of the unbeliev- 
ing (verse 51); our comfort also while we look forward to the 
Divine judgements with their eternal issues (verse 52). So it must 
fill our hearts with burning anguish for sinners, for surely that Word 
is as certain for their destruction as for our deliverance (verse 53). 
The Divine decree whence that Word issues wakens us to psalms 
of heavenly praise in our earthly pilgrimage (verse 54). The soul 
rises in the night of earthly blindness to the eternal sunshine of the 
Divine Name, which this Word reveals (verse 55). If we would 
have this experimental knowledge of the Divine Word, we must 
keep the Divine precepts (verse 56). 

Such is the life buried with Christ and looking forward to the 
new birth in the day of resurrection. 

n CIIKTH 

The Covenant if A'ew Birth 

57. The ungodly are swallowed up in the grave, cut away from 
God's remembrance, but He ever remembers His Word. By that 
Word man is to live. Christ lives by the Father, and he that eateth 
this Word Incarnate shall live by Him (John vi. 57), being 
nourished in regenerate life with the Divine substance. This, 
therefore, is the exulting exclamation of those who escape from the 
fiery pit, through the redemption of the Word. Thou art my 
portion, O Lord. They are as the tribe of Levi. They are the 
Lord's portion, and the Lord is their portion. God is the sustaining 
power of His Word, and His Word is ever true to Him. The Person 
of His Word never fails of His mission, but is mindful of His 
relationship to the Father, from whom He comes. We, as 
regenerate in Him, must be mindful in like manner if we would live 
in obedience to Him. 

When we are admitted into the covenant of regeneration, we 
receive the Divine nature as a vital presence renewed within us, 
and we make our baptismal promises that we will observe God's 
Words, words of revelation to illuminate, words of command to 



! 



PSALM 119. 



429 



control, words of covenant to sustain the soul, so that by faith, 
obedience, and devotion, we may have our portion in the life of God. 
58. We cannot have God for our portion unless we see His 
Face. That gift of God and the manifestation of Cod's Face are 
ever gaining truth and solidity, until both of them are perfected 
in the Beatific Vision. " No man hath seen God at any time, the 
Only-Begotten Son, which is in the Bosom of the Father, He 
hath declared Him" (John i. 18). It is by the mediation of the 
Incarnate that God is made known to us. The Jews of old saw 
no form nor likeness. Only they heard a voice. In the 1'erson 
of Christ God becomes visible to us in that relationship which 
He manifests towards us. " He that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father." 

Christ is not a Face of God, as if there were in God three faces 
or manifestations of the three Persons, mutually exclusive, repre- 
senting different and partial aspects of the Divine Nature. The 
internal relationships of the Blessed Trinity have a spiritual unity 
which is above our finite comprehension. Christ is the Face of 
God in whom the Personality of God reveals itself, so that through 
the mediation of the assumed Humanity, we learn our relation to 
the Triune Personality which acts through Him as the Eternal 
Son by the power of the Eternal Spirit. 

God in Christ therefore permits us to approach Himself. We 
rise up to the sublime reality of the Incomprehensible, through a 
nature akin to our own, the Blessed Humanity of Him "in whom 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. ii. 9). So we 
are said here to supplicate His Face. 

Love rises up to rejoice in relationships which reason cannot 
fathom. Does a child know the nature of father and mother while 
it rejoices with perfect satisfaction in the mystery of love which 
knits the three hearts in one? No. Love is an intuition surpass- 
ing intelligence. Love lifts us up above our natural understanding 
to rejoice in the sublime parentage of God. We look up to God in 
Christ and say : I have supplicated Thy Face with my whole heart. 
" Grace and Truth are come by Jesus Christ " ( John i. 1 7). Through 
the Face of Jesus, the Eternal Godhead looks forth upon us, and 
welcomes us as we look up to Him. We look up with the petition, 
Give vie Thy grace ; according to Thy promise. 

In Christ we look to receive "grace for grace" — not merely the 
primary grace of regeneration, but the grace of sanctification given 
in continual increase, the grace of the Divine all-sufficiency meeting 
US in all our needs, 
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59. The ways of nature arc trodden without conscious thought, 
but we cannot tread the way of the new life, the way of grace, 
without constant circumspection. The lower nature must be 
conformed to the higher, and so we must turn our f vet unto God's 
testimonies, walking in the way of His covenant. His sacraments 
strengthen us for obedience, but they do not remove the necessity 
of watchfulness in order to practice it. Until the old nature be 
wholly dead, we are not freed from sin. " If we by the Spirit," 
communicated to us in God's sacraments, "do mortify the deeds of 
the body, we shall live" (Rom. viii, 13). 

60. / made haste and delayed not to aosewe Thy commandments. 
We have to observe them because they come from Clod. We have 
not to think whether we will observe this or that. Hence there can 
be no delay permissible. Haste in worldly action may often involve 
us in unexpected difficulty, but delay in the exercise of grace to 
fulfil God's commandments can never be without sin. 

61. The cords of the wicked— the bonds of death— wrapped mc 
round. This is my natural estate, but Thou rememberest Thy 
Word, and / wilt not forget Thy taw. The grace of the new 
life "looses the bands" of spiritual death for those that are in 
Christ, born again to the possession of the life of God. "The law 
of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus makes me free" (Rom. viii. 2). 
Being born again of God, I must show forth the Divine light, 
living by the regenerating Spirit in the likeness of my heavenly 
Father, so that when the corruption of my flesh is passed away, I 
may "wake up in the likeness*' of the Only-Iiegotten, so as to be 
" partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light," through the 
merits of His communicated righteousness. 

We have the grace of God in a nature full of sin. " We cannot 
do that which we would," The bondage of the old Adam makes 
itself painfully felt by us when we desire to keep God's command- 
ments. Yet must we act bravely in asserting our faithfulness to 
God. The bonds must be broken. The flesh must be mortified. 
God's supremacy must stimulate us. I do not forget Thy law. I 
hasted. I forgot not. The one verse expresses the promptness, 
the other the firmness and perseverance which God's law requires, 
in spite of all difficulties. 

62. At midnight I will rise. There is a moral resurrection of 
man's nature from the darkness of sin. There was no precedent 
dawn of moral improvement. Our regeneration is a sudden up- 
burst of Divine light. Our haste is not the impulse of a sudden 
natural emotion, but the prompt response to the call of grace, 
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strengthening us to burst the bands of sensual tyranny, and rising 
amidst the darkness of sin with the inherent brightness of the life 
of God. The gift of the risen life to the dead soul is represented, 
originated, perfected, by the resurrection of the Body of Christ, in 
whom that life is given to us as His members. 

The soul rises to give flta?tks to God. The children of light must 
live in God's praise. Darkness held us down as prisoners among 
the powers of evil, but God's righteous judgements have burst the 
bands of hell. Christ, ere He rose, "bound the strong man," so as 
to set us free. 

63. Now we are raised as a Communion of Saints. / am a 
companion of all them that fear Thee. "To you that fear my 
Name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing on His 
wings" (Mai. iv. 2). He rises, and raises us up with Himseif, all 
by one continuous life-giving act of regeneration. The sacraments 
bind us together. The fear of God is the reverent homage where- 
with the creature looks up to the Creator. The observance of 
God's precepts is the evidence of the life of grace operative within 
us. The bond of the Communion of Saints is not a mere link of 
outward association. It is a bond of life, of sentiment, and of 
action. The associated life of the Communion of Saints is con- 
trasted with the cords of the -wicked. Those cords arc broken by 
the power of grace, so as to set us free. 

64. Wonderful is God's mercy shown to us in the Covenant of 
Grace. The earth is full of Thy mercy, O Lord. His mercy is 
gathering His saints into the heavenly Kingdom, out of their 
earthly bondage. "His mercy is upon them that fear Him 
throughout all generations" (Luke i. 50). Those who would 
ooserve I/is precepts, need to learn His decrees. He must teach 
them by the power of the Holy Ghost the eternal relationships of 
Divine Truth on which these decrees rest, They are the manifold 
manifestation of the Incarnate Word, who is " I-^ad over all things 
to His Church." The Communion of Saints abides in the light 
and life of His Resurrection. 

The fews bad an inheritance localized and limited, the land of 
Canaan. The Christian Church has God for its portion, a new 
Heaven and a new earth. "All power is given unto Me, both in 
Heaven and earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations" (Matt, xxviii. 19). God's infinity cannot be restricted in 
the operations of Ilis grace by natural bonds of flesh and blood. 
Instead of the earthly lowlands, the Canaan of a transitory inheri- 
tance, we are called to the heavenly glory of the eternal throne. 






432 



THE REDEEMED 



The great Psalm of Ascension proclaims that the whole earth is 
the Lord's (Ps. 24. 1). 

Teach me Thy decrees, that I may behold the glory of the Eternal 
Predestination shining forth in the Creative Word with continuous 
developments of exhaustless love to wake the praise of alt the 
spiritual intelligences which bask in His brightness. 

The regenerate acknowledge the responsibility of the baptismal 
covenant whereby they are made partakers of the Divine nature 
(verse S?) ; look upward for grace vouchsafed through Christ, to 
be operative in promised developments of fatherly love (verse 58) ; 
accustom themselves to self-examination in all things, that they 
may profit by the sacramental gifts of Christ's Church (verse 59) ; 
live in prompt cotrespondence with all Cod's commandments, so 
that the practical details of conduct may be hallowed through 
ready obedience (verse 60) ; groan within themselves by reason 
of the bondage of their sinful nature, but yet mortify their evil 
passions, so as to be ever mindful of God's law (versa 61) ; give 
thanks to God in the times of deepest sorrow and trial, accepting 
God's discipline (verse 62) ; rejoice in the Communion of Saints, 
with love to the brethren (verse 63) ; praise God for the goodness 
whereby He has created all things for the glory of His Only- 
Begotten Son (verse 64). 

D TETII 
The Goodness of God 

65. Thou hast done good with Thy Sen/ant, O Lord, according 
to Thy Word. The Word is the expression and instrument of all 
the Divine goodness. " Cod so loved the world, that He gave His 
Only-Begotten Son" (John iii. 18). The two last words gain pro- 
minence by standing alone. 

God's Being is simple activity, and His activity simple goodness. 
His servants experience that goodness. The Word is the Eternal 
Form of the Divine Goodness. God's Word is the active expres- 
sion of God's Eternal Being. 

66, Teach me good discriminaiion and knowledge. The Word of 
Divine revelation must be impressed upon the soul, wakening it to 
wisdom and informing it with knowledge of Truth. We cannot 
rejoice in the Lord as our portion, except in proportion as we share 
His likeness, His wisdom, His love. 

Supernatural wisdom is an intuitive faculty of correspondence 
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with the Eternal Wisdom, from whom it comes. " The knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding" is necessary, 
in order that we may "walk worthy of the Lord unto ail pleasing." 
This wisdom is practical wisdom. Therefore the request for 
teaching is based upon the statement, I have believed Thy 
commandments. I have believed Thy commandments as the 
necessary rule of iny outer life. Therefore I can look to have 
the inward faculties of my .perception developed, according 10 
the law of the Divine life communicated to me. Faith is not 
only the intellectual assent, but the vital conformity of the recep- 
tive, created intelligence with the Truth of the Creator. The 
intelligence whereby we attain to the growing knowledge of Him 
is the result of the obedience to His commandments, whereby we 
are faithful to that Word. Faith is the spiritual power which 
grasps the invisible ; but we cannot grasp it truly unless our 
nature take the very form of that which it grasps. A tenure must 
be partial, imperfect, untrustworthy, if that which contains fails of 
entire correspondence with that which is contained. 

67. Before I was afflicted I went astray. The new man, the 
young man of verse 9, recalls the state of human nature before 
the loving kindness of God towards man was made manifest by 
the Incarnation and Passion of Christ. 

The disciplinary character of suffering is a mailer of universal 
experience. Here it is not merely the individual, moral, discipline 
which is signified, but the supernatural, spiritual development of 
manhood grafted into Christ, and partaking of His redemptive 
struggle. Suffering has acquired a new, a sacramental, diameter 
by the Passion of Christ. Suffering was of old a punishment. 
Now it is a sanctification. 

Now I observe Thy promise. It is the promise given to us in 
Christ to which the soul believing God's commandments and no 
longer going astray, must turn with gratitude, as containing the 
gift of wisdom which was desired in the previous verse. 

The Humiliation of Christ stablishes the faithful soul in the 
observance of His law, that we may "take up otir Cross and follow 
Him." O let me live in the school of Christ's Passion ! There I 
learn God's goodness. There I learn to observe God's promises 
as all-sufficing. 

68. The discipline of God's Providence is intended to bring us to 
His likeness. Our sorrows are no evidence of God's neglect but of 
His fatherly love. Hence the Psalmist continues, Thou art good 
and does/ good, God's goodness is essential, and operative, and 
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its true operation is in making us partakers of His goodness. This 
is the end for which man was created, even to be partaker of 
God's holiness. "Be ye holy, for I am holy." In order that we 
may attain to this we say, Tench me Thy decrees, for our holiness is 
the operation within our nature of His threefold Godhead. It is 
not a vague spirituality, but it is the operation of the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby wc are taken up into the Divine nature. God 
doeth good even as He is good, because the creature which was 
originated by His powers shall be consummated by being taken up 
inio the Divine life. The Incarnation makes the creative act of 
God worthy of I limsclf. The Son of God was veiled in the likeness 
of sinful flesh by coming to earth. By the manifestation of His 
own essential goodness glorifying His Flesh, He returns to the 
glory which He had with the Father before the world was. To 
this glory He uplifts his Church. 

69. The proud have forged a lie against me. ' A lie against me ! 
and a lie against Thyself also. First, against Thee, to draw me 
away from Thee ! Then against me, to make Thee cast me away ! ' 
Satan seeks to pervert the human imagination by false appre- 
hensions of God. Then against me ! He blasphemes Christ in us 
by reason of our manifold sins, as if the work of grace were not 
availing. Of old he accused Job and Joshua the High Priest. 
Still from age to age he accuses the members of Christ as though 
the works of redemption were incomplete. 

Satan uses the whole creation as a lie wherewith to calumniate 
God, for he enslaves our finite senses, and stimulates our finite 
reason, so that we are incapable of appreciating, or even conceiving, 
the infinite issues of Divine goodness which are being accom- 
plished in this finite world of Divine 1'rovidence. The world 
around us is for a while "subject to vanity." Hence it is in Holy 
Scripture spoken of as if it were "a lie." The Truth is beyond 
our finite earthly faculties. We must die to Satan and this world of 
his, in order to accept the-Truth which will be manifested eventually 
through the redemption of Christ to those who accept the witness 
of faith which belongs to Christ's Kingdom. 

The proud are the worldlings, but chiefly the " principalities of 
darkness," which rule the world. They forge a lie against the 
people of God, both by deceits alluring them lo sin and by false 
accusation, claiming that God's chosen ones have fallen into sin. 
They speak as knowing human nature in its corrupt passions. 
But the Psalmist exclaims: 'Though in my bondage 1 have done that 
which I allow not, my own personal will is obedient in spite of all. 
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Thou hast taught me to hate my sin. My penitence welcomes 
Thy Judgement. With my whole heart I will keep Thy precepts.' 

His past hatred of the sin which he could not by nature over- 
come is the Psalmist's plea for Divine grace, that he may walk 
worthy of the Divine Nature. God's goodness and truth will raise 
him out of the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

70. His heart is tender. Their heari is us Jut as grease. 'Their 
heart has lost all sensibility, but I solace myself in Thy law. t »!., 
not merely keep Thy law because 1 must keep it. It'is the joy of 
Thy law, the law of the Spirit of joy, which gives me solace in nty 
struggle and strengthens me to be true to Thy will. They BCCOSft 
me of sin, but they have no sense of sin. They know not what 
penitence is. In penitence 1 repudiate my sin. The only solace 
of my wounded soul is to give myself in perfect love to do Thy 
will.' 

71. 'Wonderful is the law of the Spirit of life which sets us free 
from the law of sin and death (Rom. viii. 2). if 1 had not known 
the tyranny of sin, I never could have realized the goodness of 
God's law. // is good for me thai / have been afflicted. This 
humiliation brings me the experience of Thy decrees. In this 
struggle with sin I learn the holiness of God, the holiness of Christ, 
the Conqueror, the .Mediator, the holiness lo which 1 am cnlled in 
Christ. No otherwise could / learn Thy decrees.' 

72- All the wealth of the world, its silver and its gold, is but 
God's creation. As my heart is purified from carnal obduracy by 
the discipline of sorrow, I learn to look up and find in the blessed- 
ness of the Creator a treasure which altogether surpasses every 
created joy. The holiness to which He calls me is the very joy of 
His Eternal Being, the law of His Mouth, His Word breathed 
forth in all the power of the Holy Ghost 

No worldly wealth could restore lo Adam the life which he lost 
when he swerved from the law of God, and the Breath which God 
had given lo be his supernatural life was drawn away. Man's nature 
cannot regain life but by the restoration of that Breath. This Divine 
life is the glory of the covenant pledged to us in Christ, lie breathed 
on His Apostles. The life of the New Birth is nothing less than 
the life of God. The law oj God's Mouth quickens me with this 
life, so that in the fellowship of Cod's wisdom and power 1 may 
learn His unspeakable gondness. 

Word of God, calling forth the predestination of the Father 
into glorious fulfilment ! O Spirit of God, quickening the image 
of predestined love with the essential unity ofthe Divine goodness ! 
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O Breath of God, coming forth to hallow our created life with the 
substance of creative power ! O sweetness of ineffable joy to those 
who drink into their inmost hearts the refreshment of Thine all- 
penetrating exhilaration! O transport of communicated energy 
which no weariness of earthly discipline can exhaust ! O sublime 
and contemplative rapture, illuminating the heart with the fellow- 
ship of heavenly secrets ! O law of eternal life, coming forth 
from the mouth of the Almighty to quicken with Divine strength 
those who will seek no o'her life but Thine ! O let me realise the 
Divine goodness which called me into being, because He had a 
purpose unto me, which rests upon me with persevering tenderness 
to perfect me, which inspires me with holy longings, that I may 
abhor myself and live true to that fellowship of love which those 
alone can know who live in I Mm alone I O let all earthly delights 
vanish, for there is no goodness in them, but show me the glory of 
Thine eternal truth ! Yea, show me Thyself! Yet not as to Moses 
of old, making Thy goodness to pass before me by an external 
vision ! Nay I let Thy goodness abide within me, and fill my 
heart, expanding it to receive the ever-increasing revelation of Thy 
love. Show me Thy glory, Thou who art the Only- Begotten Son, 
the Word of the Father. Let that revelation of Thyself be my 
life while I listen to it, my law while I accomplish it, my portion 
while I yield myself up to it, my wisdom while I walk in obedience 
to it, my delight while mine affections are absorbed in it, my 
satisfaction while I reach out to apprehend it, the object of my 
adoring love while 1 die to the thought of every transitory gain, 
and lose myself at length in the living fellowship of everlasting 
goodness which is to be found in Thee alone ! 

This section praises God for I lis goodness. His uttered Word 
is the manifestation of His active goodness (verse 65). He acts 
towards us with illuminative sanctification, enabling us to have a 
faithful apprehension of His commandments (verse 66), and with 
corrective humiliation, drawing us with penitential remembrance of 
past sin to look forward to His reward (verse 67), He is good in 
His essential sovereignty, speaking with predestinating love 
(verse 68). Thus He is good towards His people to vindicate and 
accept when the enemy accuses them falsely (verse 69) ; and with 
legislative beneficence, so that unless the heart be hardened in 
world liness it must rejoice in God's law (verse 70) ; and with 
disciplinary instruction, teaching us by earthly sorrow to look up 
to the eternal decrees of Divine love (verse 71) ; and with wealthy 
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satisfaction, so that in obedient fellowship with God the faithful 
find what is far better than any earthly treasure (verse 72). 

" JOD 
A/oral Perfection 

73. Thy Hands have made me and fixed me firm. The fabric of 
our nature is definitely arranged by God for a particular end, so 
that it can attain that end, but cannot be used for any other end 
without ruin. We must learn what that end is. It is the accom 
plishrnenl of God's will. Gtse vie understanding, that I may leant 
Thy commandments. What the particular end may be for which 
God created each individual is a matter of multitudinous pro- 
vidential arrangement. What we need to understand is the 
universal law of obedience to God's commandments, because the 
command comes from Him. If man understands his relation to 
God so as to obey Ilim in all simplicity, that is the foundation of all 
moral perfection. 

Man's nature was formed by God's Hands, that is to say, by His 
personal interposition. Other natures may be the result of some 
power of evolution from below. Man's nature was formed, or, at 
at any rate, perfected by the touch of superior wisdom, fitting it for 
an end above nature, the accomplishment of God's commands, not 
by the impressed necessity of instinct, but by the spontaneous 
exercise of intelligent obedience. Instinct and evolution cannot 
raise any creature above the power inherent in the original frame, 
Man has a consciousness of infinite progress, and this can only be 
by the elevating infusion of a supernatural life by a power from 
without. Man's earthly reason may look back to past evolutionary 
forms of the material structure. Anthropology cannot by any 
theories of the past look forward to man's future. Man has 
within himself an intuition of a Divine purpose. That intuition 
is an inspiration from God, leading the heart of man to the 
infinite yearning of love, looking onward to God, living in God, 
longing for God, loving God. Nothing short of this can satisfy 
man's desires. Any intellectual imprisonment of his hopes, as if 
he were formed merely out of the earth for earthly purposes, is 
spiritual suicide. 

The nature was given by God for a supernatural cud and it 
needs supernatural guidance. The understanding wjiereljy it is 10 
be exercised is itself God's continuous gift. " God has given us an 
understanding, that we may know Ilim that is true" (1 John v. 20}, 



438 



THE REDEEMED 



We must ask to have that understanding continually illuminated 
by His truth. 

The physical basis of our moral nature is the foundation of tlie 
Acceptable Sacrifice. "Ears hast Thou dug for me" (Ps. 40.* 7), 
If God gave Adam ears, it was in order that he might listen to God. 
The well-being of our animal frame is dependent upon the con- 
formity of our moral being to God's law. The one was fashioned 
with a view to its exercise by the other. The two together point 
to the Divine origin of our nature, physical and moral. The 
spiritual understanding, if properly illuminated, rises up to con- 
template the Divine will of the Creator, the Lawgiver. Our true 
understanding must be in the knowledge of our Creator's Will, for 
that is the true end of our life. 

74. When man lives true to God, he is a spectacle of joy to all 
who fear God. They that fear Thee will see me and rejoice because 
I have waited for Thy Word. The fear here spoken of is the 
reverential fear which the spirit of love communicates. It is the 
beginning of wisdom, the fear, not of God's power to punish but 
of His goodness which makes us feel our own uncleanness in the 
presence of His majesty. Man living true to God's will is the 
noblest object that all creatures can contemplate. The True Man 
is the image of God, manifest in the flesh. 

It is remarkable that the first hemistich of this verse gives the 
number 888. The one True Man, the true object of joyous con- 
templation, is Jesus. What joy to the faithful to see Jesus ! 

Man, in his fallen state, was an object of sad contemplation and 
pity, not living true to God's law, and therefore suffering the 
necessary consequences of that untruth. Man could not set 
himself right. The Word of God, the external revelation of God's 
law, was useless to him, for he was in the weakness of the flesh. 
His moral nature needed the spiritual renewal which could only be 
obtained by the Incarnation of the Word and our incorporation 
into Him as a vital principle of Divine perfection, For this man- 
kind waited during centuries. 

Now must each individual wait, that Christ may he perfectly 
formed within him. This renewal according to the Word, will be 
perfected when we awake up in the likeness of Christ. There 
must, however, be a growth during the waiting-time. The waiting 
of the children of grace is not like the helpless waiting of those 
who are outside of the Kingdom. It is the conscious waiting of a 
will which is ever seeking to be conformed to that for which it 
waits. The manifestation of the Word in the fulness of individual 
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joy is the coincident attainment of completed effort and of perfect 
reward. 

75. "Meanwhile / know, O Lord, that Thy judgements are 
righteousness. O God, Thy disciplinary care of me in this present 
world is an operation of righteousness, not only just, as punishing 
my sins, but substantively righteousness, as communicating In me 
that gift of righteousness without which I could not attain to fulfil 
the law of righteousness." 

In faithfulness Thou hast afflicted me. The suffering of Chris] is 
according to the faithfulness of God working out the promise of 
victory to the Seed of the woman. So, also, in each individual 
case. We cannot know Grid's faithfulness merely by receiving 
God's benefits. We can only receive them as associated with a 
victory and a struggle. We have to conquer Satan, and vvc must 
suffer in the conflict. We arc here upon our trial. By the joyous 
exaltation of humanity in Christ ascending to the Father, we are 
convinced of righteousness. By the judgements to which we are 
subjected when we yield to the Prince of this world, we are con- 
vinced of sin. We learn that by sin we are Satan's slaves, and can 
only be set free by the judgement which God exercises against 
Satan's slaves, a judgement which we must accept by penitence. 
In proportion to our penitential acceptance of that judgement as 
renewing us by spiritual grace to moral perfection will be our 
exaltation in Christ. " If we suffer with Him we shall be glorified 
together." 

Man could not attain to the supernatural elevation of his moral 
nature save by the exercise of supernatural grace in victory over 
an enemy superior to his own natural strength, and this requires 
supernatural suffering. 

76. Amidst the struggle the prayer arises, Let Thy mercy be for 
my comfort, according to Thy /iroruise to Thy senwit. The sure 
promise of the Comforter is our encouragement in the struggle. 
" It is of God's mercy that we are not consumed." " Of His mercy 
He saved us by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost" (Tit. iii. 4). The Holy Ghost renews us in 
Christ unto that righteousness and moral perfection from which 
man fell by Adam's sin, renews us for the struggle, renews us iii 
the victory, renews us so that we may never again fall away. 

This is the pomise to which our forefathers in Israel were look- 
ing forward. 

77. The promise of the Comforter is not a gift from God, as from 
one that is altogether alien to us. The promise is given by means 
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of the Incarnation. God sends His Word to share our sufferings. 
" Let Thy compassions come unto me, that I may live." His 
Word, consubstantial with Himself, in His own image, becomes 
consubstantial with us, as our pattern. 

The sympathy of the Incarnate with our human nature, suffering 
in its weakness under the tyranny of sin, is the principle of strength 
whereby the penitent through faith are enabled to become con- 
querors, and rise to the righteousness which God requires nf us. 

God's law is thus our solace. To fallen nature it is a terror. 
We feel how often we have broken it ! To the faithful penitent in 
Christ it is a solace. Yes ! it is what the faithful one desires, as the 
true law of his moral perfection, what he strives for as the true law 
of his conquest over Satan, what he hopes for as the law of encour- 
agement whereby God cheers him onward, and " hope maketh not 
ashamed because the love of God has been shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which has been given unto us " (Rom. v. 5). 

78. The proud are accursed, who wander away from God's com- 
mandments (verse 21). They scoff at the faithful, but only serve 
to manifest his integrity (verse 51). They forge lies to en- 
snare the faithful, leading them to boast of those very things of 
which they ought to be ashamed (verse 69). But these boasters 
of false triumphs shall themselves then be as/tamed (verse 78). 
They dig pits which are not after God's law, that the faithful may 
fall therein (verse 85). Christ as the true Man, the God-Man, the 
victorious Seed of the woman, is the special object of their hatred, 
and He protects the faithful, so that the proud shall not oppress 
them (verse 122). 

The proud with their lies malign, tempt, and ensnare the godly. 
So the rebel father of lies acted towards Job. Satan may subvert 
the righteous for a moment, but he remains firmly fixed in the way of 
righteousness. God does not subvert the proud, but He subverts the 
•way of the proud. Their overthrow is of themselves because they 
walk not in the way which God has given (Ps. 146. 9). 

The faithful servant minds God's precepts. The machinations of 
Satan are external accidents which the faithful heeds not. His 
heart echoes the Word of God, which is his inmost law of life, re- 
volves it, responds to it, rejoices in it. So the precepts of the Lord 
become the very language of his soul. This heart-converse is his 
safeguard. 

79. Let those that fear Thee turn unto me. They rejoice in the 
prosperity of God's servant, and gather round about him. We may 
seem to be alone in the world if we seek to serve God, but we 



PSALM 119. 



441 



belong to the Communion of Saints. They know God's testimonies, 
the sacramental powers of the life of man as renewed in Christ. 
The life is supernatural, and the multitude of the blessed, the com- 
pany of Heaven, rejoice in the fellowship of every one that is made 
perfect in Christ. " Unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places is made known by the Church," collectively and in each of 
its individual members, "the manifold wisdom of God." If the 
angels rejoiced in the creation of the first Adam, how much more 
will they rejoice when the Second Adam is glorified in His saints ! 

80. The heart that rises up thus to the fulness of its vocation as 
renewed by the Heart of Jesus, the Second Adam, is made perfect in 
God's decrees, the Divine life communicated through the Eternal Son 
to His members. Thus does man in his moral perfection rise to 
the purpose of God, who created man in His own image, to be His 
representative. When the heart is thus perfect in the will of God, 
there is no longer any shame. 

Our first parents were not ashamed, for while the Spirit of God 
kept their hearts true to God in perfect love, the glory of God's in- 
dwelling life clothed their outward frame with supernatural glory. 
When man is restored to his perfection in God that glory will again 
clothe him. "Christ will be glorified in His saints and they in 
Him"(2Thess. i. 10, 12). 

The section therefore ends with the glorification of man when 
he attains to the moral perfection for which God originally pre- 
destinated him by the gift of spiritual endowments, separating him 
from the rest of creation. We are restored to the firmness of 
unswerving truthfulness in God (verses 6, 73), so that we observe 
God's decrees with perfect love (verses 6, 80). The shame of 
nature is done away. The Second Man is the Lord from 1 leaven, 
and "of His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace" 
(John i. 16). We unmade ourselves by Adam's sin, and therefore 
must be ashamed. We rise up in Christ to be what God made us. 
This is our glory and our joy. He has not made us and left us. 
He will not weary of us, but will carry out in us the exhaustless 
purposes of His Infinite Love if we with filial confidence commend 
ourselves to His Hands, whereby He formed us at the beginning 
for Himself. 

We are the work of God's Hand, and need the gift of under- 
standing, that we may be true to our Creator (verse 73). This is 
God's gift, and must be exercised with patience, wailing for His 
Word (verse 74), and with faith relying upon His Providence (verse 
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75)- So the Psalmist looks up to Cod for (lie promised gift of the . 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost (verse 76), and the compassion of the 
Incarnate Redeemer, taking upon Himself our suffering humanity 
(verse 7;). Thus will he muse on God's precepts, while his 
enemies, the seed of the lying one, are put to shame (verse 78), and 
the saints of God shall behold the sacramental grace of God's cove- 
nant, exhibited— "in me" (verse 79). He is delivered from the 
shame in which our first parents fell. He attains to the perfection 
for which God's Hands fashioned him, the blessing of those who 
are perfect in the way (verse 80). The joy of moral perfection is to 
exhibit the fulfilment ofCod's moral purpose in our creation, not 
the self-satisfaction of imperfect effort, but the adoring satisfaction 
of praise to the goodness of an Infinite Creator. 

3 KAl'H 

The Faithful Soul longing fir New Life in Christ 

81. My soul Ion get h for Thy Salvation. Jesus is Salvation. He 
is the perfect Man in whom alone is realized that of which the last 
section spoke. He is the Seed of the woman for whose coming all 
men had to wait, dial they might be saved from the hand of the 
enemy. 

All were waiting, but the faithful soul was longing. God's Word 
is sure, but there must be a loving desire for its accomplishment if 
it is to be a real blessing to the soul. The Psalmist waited for 
God's judgements, that he might answer the enemy with the Word 
of Truth (verse 42). He was sure that that Word would be a Word 
of life. He waited to be quickened thereby (verses 49, 50). The 
Word for which he waited would make him a centre of joy to all 
saints (verse 74). He waited for that Word to deliver him from his 
bondage (verse 81). He waits for God's Word to vindicate him, and 
show that God has been his loving shelter (verse 114). With a 
holy impatience his cries appeal for the Word to come, whose 
presence brings the light of truth. It is not distrust as if the 
morning would not break. It is the energy of love as the Apostle 
bids us cry out, " hasting unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (2 Pet. iii. 12). 

82. Mine eyes long sore for Thy promise. As the soul longs for 
the spiritual deliverance, so the outer nature longs for the external 
deliverance. The Psalmist looked not for a Buddhistic absorption 
but for a bodily resurrection full of personal consciousness. His 
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eyes took for the comfort of the Holy Ghost, opening them to the 
Beatific Vision. Do I really long for this vision ? 

83. Earth does not supply a cheerful blaze to comfort me. It is 
but a smouldering pile, and / am like a ■wineskin hung up and 
shrivelled and blackened by the smoke. 

The glory of the world is only like " the tail of a smoking fire- 
brand." So the prophet speaks of Israel and Samaria. They were 
quickly to burn themselves out (Isa. vii.). But neither can the fire 
consume, nor the smoke destroy, the hope of the people of God. 
The inherent life and glory will shine out when the ungodly 
vanish like smoke. 

If there is any idea of the skin being hung up full of wine in 
order to mellow the flavour, then the Psalmist means that his 
present life is intended as a preparation for serving God the better 
hereafter, but probably the only idea is that of being hung up in 
order to be out of the way. 

Yet do T not forget Thy decrees. The Divine predestination of 
God's Word must be always present to our memories. So Isaiah 
admonished Ahaz to rely upon it. The promise of Messiah could 
not fail. This was Judah's security, however powerful her rival 
might be. Now for us there is a like security. The grace pledged 
to us in Christ cannot fail. Therefore we can look for all God's 
inspirations to be accomplished if we are true to His covenant. 
Look for the weariness of earth to pass away. Look for the 
brightness of Cod's glory. It is a weary waiting, buL the 
triumphant issue is sure. The decree of God's eternal Word 
will outlive the misery of a smoking world. 

84, Now many are the days of Thy servant? Elsewhere the 
Psalmist desires to be taught the brevity of life, that he may not be 
led astray by earthly aims (Ps 39. 5). Here he desires to be as- 
sured of its brevity, that he may feel encouraged lo watch for the 
morning. He desires to be admitted to the Presence Chamber, 
where J ah is glorified. So will he be delivered from the misery of 
the world. 

When wilt Thou do judgement on them that persecute we ? 
His sigh corresponds with the expectation of the great Apostle 
when he held out consolation 10 his disciples, "seeing that it is 
a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you ; and to you who are troubled, rest with us when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven with His mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 6, 8). 
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85, The proud have digged pu s f or mCm 'n, e same was said jn 
the first of the " Destroy Not" Psalms {57. 7). As they could not 
lead him to wilful transgression they tried to ensnare him by 
hidden traps. Surely Satan is continually trying to involve the 
people of God in difficulties from which they cannot escape, 
schemes of policy and alliance with the world which are destruc- 
tive of their spiritual freedom ! 

They do this because they are not in accordance with Gad's law. 
Their whole object is to get God's law set aside. The Psalmist 
knows that God is the object of their hatred, not himself as a man. 
So our Lord said to the Jews that their hatred of Him was hatred 
of God who sent Him. The Seed of the woman has to contend 
with the serpent because he is a rebel against God, whose glory the 
Divine Champion must maintain at all costs, 

86. The enemy lay traps for Him. They bring false accusations 
agatnst Him. Gut all God's commandments arc faithfulness. They 
are all intended to develop towards Hint the blessings of the 
covenant. Whatever, therefore, be His difficulties, He will accept 
them as a Divine discipline. He will not swerve from God's 
commandments in order to obtain freedom. He cries out, Help 
Thou Me. He looks for God to show \\\% faithfulness by super- 
natural help, delivering Him from the difficulties which He had not 
wilfully incurred. But he waits. He cannot be helped until he has 
overcome these troubles. If God interfered, the victory over Satan 
would not have been a human victory, h was necessary that man 
should vindicate the Creator against the rebel prince of darkness. 
God was watching. The help is not denied, but it is held back 
until the faithfulness of the champion has been thoroughly proved. 
They persecute me falsely. The falsity of the accusers' claim must 
be made manifest by the endurance which the faithful servant 
exhibits r -until he can say, It is finished. 

The character of the false accuser is that which has to be 
repelled. As Christ had to bear the accuser's violence, so have the 
people of Christ. The kingdom cannot come until " the accuser of 
our brethren is cast down which accuses them before our God day 
and night" (Rev. xii, 10.). We must remember that all the 
troubles which happen to us in God's service are a part of this 
accusation. God's commandments are faithfulness, and our fai thfuh 
;iess must be proved in obeying them in defiance of all the violence 
of the enemy. He is ever crying out against God's people, " Doth 
Job fear God for nought?" (Job i. 9). 

87. They had almost made an end of me upon earth. There 
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seemed no earthly way of escape. If no earthly way, there was a 
heavenly, "With every temptation God will make some exodus 
that we may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13). If we are to 
escape it must be by not forsaking God's precepts. If God sees vis 
faithful in difficulties He will not forget the faithfulness by which 
He will help us. If we forsake His precepts, He will forsake us. 

88. Quicken me after Thy mercy. Nothing can liberate us from 
the tyranny of the evil one, but the gift of eternal life. There can 
be no salvation while we remain under the trammels of our earthly 
nature. The salvation for which the Psalmist is longing through- 
out this section is the salvation which the Divine Sonship ensures. 
" This is the record, that God hath given unto us eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life." 
(t John v. ti). 

When he cried out, " Help Thou me," this is the help for which he 
looked, Quicken Thou me. He looked forward to the life-giving 
covenant, the regeneration of the heavenly Kingdom, Being 
admitted into this state of salvation, he pledges himself to observe 
the testimonies of God's mouth. The Word of God's mouth changes 
empty Jewish forms into Christian sacraments full of living power. 
For this salvation both Soul and Body were pining. He waits for 
the Saviour to lake vengeance on his enemies, but they are trying 
to ensnare him. Earthly possibilities seem to fail, lie pledgee 
himself to faithfulness. Oh, for help ! Oh, for mercy! Oh, for life '. 
In the sacraments of grace he will find salvation. 



His soul waits fur the Saviour, the Word, to be Incarnate (verse 
8i). His lesh waits for the Comforter, the Divine Spirit (verse 82). 
His whole nature is like a leather bag, shrivelled up in this sooty 
world (verse 83). How long is this waiting to be? (verse 84). 
The world - powers [which accuse him so falsely (verse 78)] 
endeavour to ensnare him (verse 85), but he looks for God's help 
(verse 86). In this waiting- time of weariness in the midst of 
persecution, he is well-nigh sinking down in despair, but lie con- 
tinues steadfast in his obedience (verse 87). So be looks for God's 
mercy to be manifested in that new life to which the sacramental 
grace of Cod's covenant will surely lead him if he does nut 
swerve from it (verse 88). 
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The Life of the Eternal Word 

89. We turn from the weariness of the earthly expectation to the 
glory of the heavenly Majesty. God shall appear in due time 
We look for the coming of Christ. The manifestation of the Word 
may seem to he delayed. As with His first coming in the flesh, so 
now His second coming in glory! Bui He reigns alt the while 
firmly in Heaven. « The earth is fixed by Thy decree. How much 
more art I'hou Thyself unchangeable ! Thy Word is stablUhed in 
Heaven. His action cannot fail upon the earth. 

90. Jfis faithfulness abides in eternal, unchangeable life while 
generaUons mated one another upon the earth . Thei r t rami tiona 1 
character does not affect Him. He made the earth and established 
nature upon the basis of a changeless law. The earth stand, 
because His Word upholds it. Much more is His Word established 
m Heaven. His Word is the utterance of His own wilL con- 
substant.al with Himself, the vital centre and spring of all the 
operations of the physical universe. 

91. They stand this day according to Thy judgement. ' It is not 
the natural world which maintains its own immobility, but Thy 
sovereign will, always true to Thine own purpose, and alt things 
serve Thee. Therefore their law is unchangeable as Thy will, which 
they perform.' 

"By the Word a( God the heavens were of old and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water. Hut the heavens and 
the earth which are now, by the same Word are kept in store" 
(2 Pet. 111. 5, ? ), The Apostle contrasts the judgement of God 
by water of old with the judgement of fire which is to come upon 
ungodly men hereafter. Creadon works steadily, accomplishing 
Gods will with unchanging regularity. Great catastrophes do not 
happen by any irregularity or failure of natural law. They are 
judgements upon mankind because man will not submit to God's 
law. All things go on unchangeably, waiting for the Judire to 
appear. 

92. ' If Thy law had not been my solace, so that I can look for Thy 
power un watched, unwearied, unchanging, to accomplish that which 
Thou hast said in the beginning, / should have perished in my 
affliction. Earthly instrumentalities may fail through material 
feebleness, but Thy will which originated them cannot fail of its 
good purpose. Thou createst the things of time to serve Thee for 
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a time, but the purpose of Thy good-will is inherent in Thine own 
eternity, and must be accomplished according to the unfailing 
resources of Thy creative omnipotence. The affliction which 
would by nature have been my destruction becomes my very joy by 
grace. It is my glory to bear Thy Cross, to have a law of personal 
obedience to Thee.' 

93. 'The feebleness of the creatures might often drive me to 
despair, but I wilt never forget Thy precepts. I know myself to be 
related to 77tee in an eternal consciousness of responsibility. The 
precepts which Thou hast given me belong to a life distinct from 
this lower world. Earth is lileless, but Thy moral law is within me 
a pledge of life akin to Thine own, eternal as Thyself.' 

94. '/ am Thine. Creation is but a veil hiding the Spiritual 
glory which belongs to me as one of Thy sons. With this appeal 
of Sonship I cry out to Thee, Oh, save me I I can trust Thy faithful- 
ness. Amidst all my difficulties I am sure that Thou art proving 
me. Thou wilt not refuse the answer of my prayer, for I have 
sought Thy precepts. Thou hast made me Thine own. Thou wilt 
not east me away.' 

95. There must be enmity between the Seed of the woman and 
the seed of the serpent. " So for me they lay their snares.' 1 The 
position of the words, for me, points to his own insignificance. 
Their real aim is to destroy God's work. He is only the outward 
mark. ' The wicked Imped to ensnare me, and make me perish, Yet 
will 1 not be moved. The feebleness of that whereon I might rely 
would make me despair, if it were not for Thy Word The hostility 
of those who are strong to harm me would carry me away in the 
slavery of sin. What is my confidence ? It is in the Divine Son- 
ship wherein Thou liast adopted me to be Thine own, yea, "co-heir 
with Christ, if so be that I sutler with Him, that I may be also 
glorified together," 1 will therefore consider Thy testimonies, the 
sacraments of Thy grace whereby 1 am incorporated into llim. 
Thus do 1, in the feebleness of the creature, apprehend the streoglh 
of Thine eternal Word, the glory of the uncreated life of Heaven.' 

96. 'J see that there is an end to alt that is finished, everything 
which has its consummation in the materia! universe. Thy com- 
mandment rules all creatures. What is not finished here lives on 
by Thy command. We sec not in this world the true end of that 
which is created for eternity. Thy commandment outlives all. // 
is exceeding ('road, infinite, eternal, as Thyself. Blessed is the 
endless end, the end that loses itself in the eternity of God. God's 
life-giving command lives beyond time.' 
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The Word of God is eternal in Heaven (verse 89). He rules the 
material world by unchangeable laws {verse 90). These laws are 
working out God's purposes until God Himself shall interpose with 
judgement upon mankind (verse 91). Amidst all the difficulties 
which arise by nature, our joy must be to accept God's law for our 
own selves (verse 92). Our consciousness of a communion with 
God which shall outlast the material world arises from His having 
given us a moral law, lovingly given, and requiring loving 
obedience (verse 93). This covenanted union with God is the 
warrant for a hope of salvation (verse 94). This covenanted union 
is also the reason why the powers of evil seek to destroy us 
(verse 95). The things of nature come to their maturity and 
perish : but "he that doetli the commandment of God abidetli for 
ever," as being called into the eternal fellowship of the Creator's life 
and love. 

MEM 
The Probationary Discipline 0/ Gocfs Law 

97. Oh, how I love Thy Law I The discipline of earthly life is 
intended to test not a mechanical but a moral obedience. We 
cannot endure that test unless we do all things in a spirit of Divine 
love. All the day is my mind set thereon. Indeed it were a dark 
night to live apart from its illumination. God is self-existent, and 
man is created with a loving nature, reflecting 1 God's image. The 
law is the manifestation of that wherein God delights, and so it 
must be the law of delight to us as having God's image. As God 
delights to give the law, we must delight to fulfil it. The outward 
injunctions are a bond of living energy between us and the Divine 
Mind, whence they originate. We must mind the law as having a 
mystery which lifts us up to the Lawgiver, 

98. God's Commandment makes us wiser than our enemies. It is 
the utterance of the Divine Wisdom. It is no merely arbitrary 
appointment. It is the moral guidance of Him who knows our 
physical needs, for He created our physical frame. Those, on the 
contrary, who are our enemies, because they reject His law, must 
be enslaved to falsehood. The suggestions of falsehood may succeed 
for a moment, but God's law is with us to eternity, ensuring 
eternal success if we are faithful in observing it. // is with as in 
every moment of our earthly existence to direct us for good, and it 
gives to each transitory moment an eternity of blessing, for it is the 
voice of the eternal Creator calling us to Himself. 
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99. I have more prudence than my teachers. This is the discern- 
ment of faith by which invisible things are recognized under visible 
forms. 

Thy testimonies are ever in my mind. The Psalmist ponders 
upon the sacramental covenant by which he is called to the life of 
Christ. Kings are called to acknowledge the Godhead of Messiah, 
and "kiss the Son with this sacramental discernment" (Ps. 2.). 
Blessed is he thai thus discerns the Incarnate God in the weakness 
of His suffering manhood (Ps. 41. 1). So here the Psalmist claims 
a prudence beyond that of earthly love, by reason of his meditation 
on the sacramental agencies of the Divine covenant. The 
consciousness of union with God by sacramental incorporation 
into Christ is a spiritual illumination which surpasses all human 
philosophy. 

too. / understand more than the aged, because I have kept Thy 
precepts. The worldling hates Divine wisdom. The philosopher 
does not rise to the discernment of spiritual truth. The active man 
of business relics upon his own cleverness as acquired by experience, 
but does not understand bis dependence upon God nor the reality 
of Divine help. This understanding can only be gained by ex- 
perience, keeping God^s precepts. 

As by familiarity with a language we readily catch the meaning 
of a book which otherwise would remain obscure, so by doing God's 
Word, keeping His precepts, we get to understand II is Word, Such 
progress in spiritual apprehension is both a result of Divine 
intimacy and a reward of Divine obedience. "He that doelh the 
will shall know of the doctrine." God's love illuminates those who 
love to practise His precepts (John vii. 17). 

101. By being true to God in -his probation, the Psalmist has thus 
advanced in the loving delight which God's law afforded him as 
he meditated thereon. The joy of the law of love is learnt not by 
theory but by practice. In its positive power it is a gift infused by 
God. "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost" (Rom. v. 5}. There is, however, a negative side. Man must 
refrain Ms foot from every evil way in order that he may observe 
Gods Word. The heart must reach out with entire detachment 
to God, dying to all the pleasure nf this evil world. Then it can 
taste the sweetness of heavenly delight in being accepted of God. 
We must observe God's Word, not as a code of morals, but as a 
personal power speaking within us. He is the Persona! " Head 
over all things to the Church, which is His Body" (Eph. i. 22). 

The personal sovereignty of the Word appears in all the places of 
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this Psalm where the Psalmist speaks of observing Cod's Word. 
He never speaks of guarding or keeping God's Word as lie speaks 
of keeping God's testimonies, God's law, God's precepts, God's com- 
mands, God's decrees. These he keeps as ministering in various 
ways, so as to regulate his conduct. When he speaks of God's Word, 
he speaks of observing it, for there is a Personal dignity belonging to 
it. We have not only to carry it out in watchful obedience to the 
will of a superior, but we have to look up to this Word as being 
itself our Superior. We must take this Word as our example, 
ruling ourselves according to it, observing it so as to be like it 
(verse 9). We need eternal life in order that we may observe Gods 
Word (verse 17). No effort external to the living Word can be 
true to it. The Lord is our portion, our life, our nourishment. In 
the strength of this fellowship, the Psalmist promises to observe 
God's Ward (verse 57). It is the likeness of the Only-I!egottcn 
which he promises to reproduce in himself by virtue of bis 
regenerate life. So also here, what keeps him from sin is the 
watchfulness to observe God's Word (verse. 101). 

The relationship is that of which the Aposlle speaks, as "appre- 
hending that for which he is apprehended of Christ Jesus" (Phil, 
iii. 12), and again "holding the Head which is Christ" (Col. ii. 19), 
where his own personal activity is entirely receptive and subordinate. 
Being thus in subjection to the vital Headship of Christ, the Word, 
we can obseme His promise with expectation (verses 67, 1 58), His 
law with obedience (verses 34, 44, 55, 136), His sacramental gifts 
with faithful acceptance (verses 88, 146, 167), His precefds with 
cheerfulness (verses 4, 63, 134, 163), His decrees with diligence 
(verses 5, 8), His commands with promptness (verse 60), His 
judgements with confident hope. These are put, as it were, under 
our guardianship. We have to keep or guard God's testimonies 
(verses 2, 22, 129), God's law (33, 34), God's precepts (verses 56, 
6g, loo), God's commands (verse 115), God's decrees (verse 145). 
But the Word is that Personal manifestation of God which, how- 
ever operative under various manifestations of power, is ever keeping 
«j, while we, with reverent homage, look up to Him and observe 
Him. 

103. Following Christ's steps in the likeness of Christ, the 
Psalmist did not turn aside from Gods judgements: Christ is the 
appointed Judge of all, and we must anticipate the decision of His 
final judgement, judging ourselves so that we may not be con- 
demned of the Lord. If we would be found worthy of our pro- 
bation, we must judge ourselves continually as He points out to us. 
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"We have the mind of Christ." The law as given by Moses does 
not remove from us the fascination of present temptation, but the 
mind of Christ sustains us so as not to turn aside from God's 
judgements, but in everything to realize the severity of His con- 
demnation and the welcome of His love. 

103. If we are looking forward to that acceptance which awaits 
those whose probation is satisfactory, the sweetness of God's 
promise will exceed all bodily delight. 

How smooth arc Thy promises to my palate. Entering in through 
the ear, they pervade the whole system with sweetness ineffable, 
more than honey in my mouth. The delight of the spiritual sense 
is more real than that of the bodily frame. The soul as sprung 
from God is akin to God, as the body formed from dust is akin to 
dust. 

104. From Thy precepts I get understanding. The taste of 
holiness quickens the understanding, and as we find this sweetness 
in the practice of God's will we grow in the hatred of every path if 
falsehood. As the one illuminates, the other nauseates. If we have 
lived so as to be accepted in the Divine probation, we must bate 
increasingly all that is at variance therewith. We shall not be 
approved in the Uivine love because we have abstained from evil, 
unless we have hated it. "God is love," and it is only by Jove 
that God can be known, and only by love that God can be served. 

Hatred is the exercise of love towards that which is evil, for love 
is not mere kindness, fondness, easiness. Ills the true appreciation 
of excellence in that which is loved. The power which appreciates 
excellence must also appreciate any quality of evil. The affection, 
therefore, which is operative as joyous love towards that which is 
good, must act with haired towards that which is evil by reason of 
its own unchangeable truth. Goodness precedes evil. Evil is per- 
verted good, and docs not exist independently of good. Love 
recognizes the goodness which is marred. Hatred loathes the 
evil which mars what should be loved. When we read that " God 
loved the world," we are not to think that He loved it as it existed 
in its fallen condition. He loved that perfect organization which 
He beheld underneath the corruption of our fallen estate. This 
He desired to restore to vital energy although it now was dead. 
As God loves and hates, so must we. Love to all men as bearing 
the image of God and capable of restoration to that image, makes 
us " hate every path of falsehood," not suffering ourselves to be led 
in an easy habit of partiality or indifference so as to overlook the evil 
which is therein. The evil is itself the perversion of good, and the 
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more truly the good is loved, the more must the perversion thereof, 
however seemingly beautiful,'he hated. 

Without love we cannot know God, nor keep His law. Our 
probation is the trial of our love (verse 97). Love gives us moral 
wisdom, to know right and wrong (verse 98). Love gives discern- 
ment to acknowledge sacramental grace (verse 99). Love gives 
understanding to recognize God's Will in the practical details of 
life (verse 100), Love keeps us from heing led astray to follow the 
evil guidance of the world (verse 101), Love holds us close to God, 
so as to recognize His discipline and the events of Providence 
(verse 102). Love fills the mouth with a joyous anticipation of 
God's heavenly promises (verse 103), Love opens the eyes to see 
and hate the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil 
(verse 104). 

j NUN 

The Law of Liberty 

105, We are advancing through the probation of redeemed life 
to the fruition of that liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. 
We have to advance through a world of darkness, hut the Word of 
God is a lamp to the feet. We have to walk amidst the powers of 
darkness. We must see that we take each step with the lamp of 
the Incarnate Word as our guide. The lamp implies the limitation 
of brightness. It requires to be held in the hand, and the light 
only shines where we have to tread. Such is the hidden converse 
of the soul with Jesus when it seeks to Follow Him. Hut Jesus is 
also a light unto our track. His Divine glory shines from on high 
and dispels the darkness, so that the illuminated soul rejoices in the 
freedom, although outwardly it has to tread with care and difficulty 
amidst the perits of earthly darkness. Christ is a lamp for our 
feet by His human example and 3 light for our track by His Divine 
glory shining round about us. 

The light of life is the freedom from the tyranny of sin which the 
soul experiences here by grace during the period of probation and 
shall enjoy hereafter in glory. The cry of Jubilee is this, "Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come " (Isa. lx. 1). 

106. / have sivorn and will confirm it, to observe Thy 
righteous judge?nents. Gospel freedom is the gift of God, but it 
is a covenanted gift. We must be true to our obligations if we 
look to receive the truth of God's promises. " Come and let us 
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walk in the light of the Lord " (Isa. it. 5). God gives the light and 
we must rejoice therein as the children of light. 

107. I arn utterly afflicted. As the words are true of Him who 
humbled Himself to death upon the Cross for our sakes, so should 
they be true of us if we take up our Cross and follow Christ. Only 
in proportion as we feel this affliction, the bondage of sin, can we 
rise to the joy of the Divine freedom to which we arc restored. 
The affliction is a state of deadness to God. The freedom is the 
restoration of Divine life. Oh then, restore Thou me ! Quicken 
me. We must long for freedom, long for life. The Word was 
made flesh in order to give us life. No life short nf that wherein 
the Son, the Word, lives with the Father, can bring the freedom. 
Quicken me, according to Thy Word. " As the living Father hath 
sent Me, and I live by the Father : so he that eateth Me, even he 
shall live by Me " (John vi. 57). 

108. Take pleasure in the free-will offerings of my mouth. 
Wonderful is the privilege of adoption wherehy we are permitted 
to give to God in voluntary homage what He might claim from us 
as an obligation of necessity. If we were more gencmus in our 
offerings, how ready God would be to show His good pleasure in 
accepting them ! God teaches us His judgements according to the 
generosity which we show in our worship to Him. He accepts no 
bribe, however great. He gives a blessing in return for every 
generous gift of love, however small. So we learn to estimate 
ac t i o n s a ceo rd i n g t o t h e Divine fudge me a t. 

109. My soul is in my hand continually. Dangers threaten me 
with death, hut they do not make me forget Thy lav. That is 
dearer to me than my daily bread. Tn fail of that law were to die 
eternally. The purpose and joy of my life is to give Thee the 
homage of a generous love. 

This is the security of my life amidst all dangers, spiritual and 
temporal. We must not ask God to lake away our life in fretful 
disappointment, like Elijah, but we must live with our life as a 
continual offering in our hands to God, feeling that our life is not 
ours hut His. Living, we belong to God. Dying, we go to Him. 
"Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's" (Rom, xiv. 8). 

In order to love God with all our soul we must have His glory 
as the one object of our desires. No sacrifice can he ton great, 
for we must feel that the very purpose and aim of our life is to give 
ourselves a sacrifice to God. We carry our soul in our hands, and 
If we perish we gain the very object of our desires. "Whosoever 
will save his life, his soul," as an earthly treasure, "shall lose it" 
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eternally, "but whosoever shall lose his life, his soul, for My sake 
and the Gospel's, shall save it " eternally (Mar. viii. 35). 

This is the law of the Cross. This is the law of the redeemed. 
This is the law of liberty which makes us independent of all earthly 
considerations and feats. 

1 10. Blessed freedom 1 The wicked laid a snare for me, that I 
might cling to the earthly life of my soul and reject God's law 
Nevertheless in the strength of this law I go not astray from Thy 
precepts. The Sonship which belongs to me by the law of Thy 
covenant of adoption is a power which enables tne to walk in Thy 
light as one of the children of the light. 

111. Thy testimonies have / taken as mine heritage far ever. By 
my baptism I was made an inheritor of the Kingdom or Heaven, 
and all sacramental gifts are further communications of that in- 
heritance. They are the joy of my heart. 

No possessions belonging to our earthly life can compare with 
the all-satisfying possession of the Divine life. Here we live need- 
ing to possess what sustains life, but life in this world is a con- 
tinual sense of want, a hunger. The Divine life needs no pos- 
session beyond what it is in itself. It is a continuous fruition of 
the presence of God. God is our life, and in Him we have all. 
" Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice I " (Phil. iv. 4). 

112. The decree of the Divine Sonship is the warrant for every- 
thing. ^ "All things are yours, for ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's" (t Cor. iii. 23). Upon this decree of the Apostolic fellow- 
slup the Psalmist was already learning to act. The Mosaic cove- 
nant had the shadow, the outline, of the good things to come, 
though it was reserved for 11s to have the very image. God, who 
was bringing His Son out of Egypt in the nation that were His 
forefathers, was always treating with that nation according to the 
truth of the predestined glory which awaited them. They knew 
not the full meaning of the Divine decrees, but they were called to 
act up to them according to the measure of their knowledge. So 
the section ends with the voice of one who anticipates " the law of 
liberty, continuing therein not as a forgetful hearer, but as a doer 
of the work" (Jam. i. 25). 1 1 have inclined ?ny heart to perform 
Thy decrees for ever, even unto the end. I am not a child of the 
bond-woman, but or the free. The service which 1 render must 
be the loving service of a heart living in the contemplation of the 
eternal glory. 1 do not serve because I must, but I would glorify 
my Father because I may. 1 dn not look with weary longing, 
hoping that the time of service will cease, but I desire to serve even 
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to the end. Whether by my life or by my death, let Christ be 
glorified !' 

Our Saviour Christ saith, "He that followeth Me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John viii. 12). Christ 
"proclaims to us the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke iv. 19). 
This year of illuminating grace is the year of Gospel freedom, the 
covenant of regeneration (verse 105). VVe enter this covenant with 
the solemn oaths of our baptismal initiation (verse ioo). We must 
bear the Cross if we would know the freedom and the life which 
are obtained for us thereby (verse 107). It is the penalty of sin to 
suffer, but it is our privilege as the members of Christ to triumph 
through suffering, and to offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God 
in Christ, while we also thankfully accept whatever discipline of 
suffering God may put upon us (verse 108). The powers of dark- 
ness are constant enemies round about us, so that our spiritual lile 
is continually in danger, but God's law is our shelter (verse 109). 
They will seek all the more to ensnare us, but we must not stray 
from God's precepts (verse no). Our sacramental inheritance in 
Christ is our joy (verse tn). We must persevere in loving ac- 
knowledgement of our Divine calling unto the end. So shall we be 
saved (verse 1 12). 

SAM ECU 
Worldly Power 

113. The soul which rejoires in the liberty of Christ claims God's 
testimonies as its heritage of sacramental power (verse tti), God's 
decrees as its foundation of spiritual glory to eternity (verse 112). 
Walking in the light of a covenant whose oaths it will maintain 
with unflinching loyalty, it seeks to exercise the Divine Sonship 
with the life-giving power of the redeeming Word. It rejoices to 
give itself to God with generosity of devotion. It never forgets 
God's law, whatever perils may assail flic outer nature (verse 109). 
It finds its security from the snares of this evil world by the close- 
ness wherewith it adheres to God's precepts (verse no). 

The worldly heart is the opposite of this. It is the slave of sin 
by its double-miiiiictlness. Satan will accept a half service. God 
will not. "The double-minded man is unstable in all his ways" 
(Jam. i. 8). " No man can serve two masters, for either he will 
hate Satan and the world and will love God, or else he will cling to 
the world, even though perhaps he hales it, and will despise God, 
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although he may in his mind acknowledge the supremacy of Grid's 
claims." In the sinful world there is no love. The double-minded 
which the Psalmist hates do not follow Satan because they love him, 
but they seek after the world which Satan has for a season under 
Ins control, and so they yield to him ! How few of the people of 
the world— though they worship money, fashion, power, indulgence 
—find pleasure in it so as to love it. They are its slaves. 

The Psalmist does not love God with a self-seeking, servile for- 
mality. He loves God's law for its own sake. In that law the 
Divine sanctity expresses itself. It is the law of spiritual con- 
formity to God's likeness. It enables us to see God because it 
makes us like Him, so that in the end we become truly "like Him 
for we shall see Him as He is " (i John iii. 2). 

God is Himself the portion of the regenerate, the reward of His 
faithful children. In Him is eternal life (1 John v. n)- Satan is 
not the reward of his slaves. He gives them the world as their 
reward, and by the world he binds Ihem down under the curse 
which is his doom. 

114. He only seeks to destroy God's image. Therefore he is 
ever fraudulently assailing God's people. There is but one way of 
escaping from him. " Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in Him" <i John ii. 15). Our security against the 
snares of the world, and the assaults of Satan, is by hiding ourselves 
in God. Thou art my secret place and my shield. We hide our- 
selves in God by incorporation into Christ. So our life is "hidden 
with Christ in God." The Psalmist waited with sure confidence 

for the Word to become Incarnate. The shield of faith, the pro- 
tection given to us in Christ, is no mere sentiment. It is a solid 
reality, surpassing all powers which can be hurled against it, in- 
visible, but impenetrable. 

115. Our utterance to the world, therefore, must be always, Turn 
away from me, ye evil-doers, that I may keep the commandments of 
my God. So St James speaks, " Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity against 
God? Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God " (Jam. iv. 4). 

1 16. In the midst of the world the soul cries to God for support. 
Uphold me according to Thy promise, that 1 may live, and let me 
not be ashamed of my earnest expectation. Truly such " hope 
maketh not ashamed," for it is the hope of indissoluble love. Our 
affections in the midst of this evil world are fixed "upon heavenly 
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things." We have them already, but what is now a hidden 
sanctuary, shall be revealed as a manifest glory. 

1 17. Stay Thou me, and /shall be safe, and / shall have respect 
mtto Thy decrees continually. Give me that "sweetest grace, lo 
persevere." The true way to gain this grace is to keep God's pre- 
destinating decrees of glory steadfastly before our eyes. 

118. Thou hast set at nought all who err from Thy decrees. I f 
our eternal hope is only kept in occasional remembrance, we make 
light of it, and God will then make light of us. He will treat us as 
triflcrs if we oscillalc between Hie expectations of the world, and 
the decrees of eternity. 

The self-deceit of those who seek to get both worlds is slavery 
to miserable falsehood. The world which they cling lo is an 
organization of falsehood. Their whole life in clinging to it is a lie 
towards God. All the cleverness of the world will perish, and the 
childlike simplicity of those who do (iod's will abklelh forever. 
"God hath chosen the foolish things of [he world to confound the 
wise" (1 Cor. i. 27). They belong lo different orders of power. 
The world's wisdom is falsehood. The simplicity of faith which the 
world accounts to be foolishness is truth, and therefore it lives for 
ever, hut all that is of the world must die. 

1 19. Thou put test away all the wicked of the earth like dross. 
The people of God are being purified by ihe tyranny of worldly 
power which ihey have to hear. The ungodly are like I he dross 
separated from the pure ore and cast away. Therefore I love Thy 
testimonies, not the riches of the world but the riches of Thy sacra- 
mental grace. Alas ! vile show ! A child might think the large 
piece of slag to lie worth more than ihe metal which has been ex- 
tracted from it. The world's u,ifls and its votaries are like the slag. 
The grace of Christ's suffering people is like the precious metal 
separated by the furnacc-firc. 

120. My flesh tremblclh for fear of Thee. The world can do me 
neither harm nor help. The redeemed have to he separated from 
the world. I am afraid of Thy judgements. God's judgements are 
coming upon the world, and amidst all the power of the world we 
must live in fear of that which is coming upon it, lest we perish 
with it. The fire of God's judgements will not separate us as metal 
from the slag, unless we have that true love, the gold, which God 
calls good (Ga*i. iii.). The gold of the land of Havilah, thegokl of 
" affliction," is good. This love brings with it the fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of true wisdom. 
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The world must be lo us an object of hatred if we would be ab- 
sorbed in Cod's love (verse 113). The Psalmist appeals lo God 
for protection (verse 114), and repudiates all evil-doers (verse 1 [5). 
The Psalmist's prayer is for the fulfilment of God's promise (verse 
1 16), that so he may he led continually to reflect more and more 
upon the glory of the Divine Predestination (117). He adores 
God's judgement, whereby the unbelieving must perish with the 
lie lo which ihey have surrendered themselves (verse 11S), and so 
will be separated from the faithful, as the dross is separated by the 
fire from the pure metal (verse 1 19). I!is fleshly nature shudders 
at the thought of the Divine judgement, for he knows himself as 
belonging to the world, although he looks to be delivered out of it 
(verse 120). 

rj AIN 
The Life of Grace 

[2i, The faithful soul has suffered the world's oppression, choos- 
ing to live in accordance with the D'w'mc judgement which is to be 
revealed upon the world, and exercising the rightcous?tcss of the 
Divine life in the power which is guaranteed by the sacraments 
of grace. / have done judgement and righteousness. Leave me not 
to mine oppressors. 

The Psalmist is looking for the Divine deliverance by the Surety 
of whom the next verse speaks. He calls for grace to deliver him 
from the tyranny of the proud world. His soul has long been 
battling, but he has found his own weakness. He cannot assert 
his own freedom. The law did not give life. The Word must 
come as a regenerating power. The Word acts by the Spirit, 

This appeal for Divine intervention makes a break in the Psalm. 
That is emphasized by the peculiarity of verse 122, which does not 
contain any of the ten words which are the specialty of this reiter- 
ated prayer. 

The two parts into which the Psalm is thus divided have 121 
verses, and 54 verses respectively. 

Eleven times eleven. This indicates the fallen estate of man in 
its fulness, for eleven is the number of transgression, and of decay, 
as ten implies perfection, and twelve implies organic completeness. 

The struggle with sin is complete, but humanity cannot assert its 
own freedom without a IJivine surety. 

Fifty-four, i.e. nine times six. The Surety is lo act in Divine 
power, expressed by the number nine, and is to conquer the sinful 
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world, expressed by the number six. We may compare Ps. 54. 
with this remaining portion, as embodying the same idea of Divine 
suretyship. He who had "overcome the world" enters into the 
fulness of the Divine deliverance, "Father, into Thy Hands I 
commend my spirit." The Divine Personality of Jesus is the 
Surety of holy souls (Ps. 31.6; Luke xxiii, 46). 

122. Be surety for Thy servant for good. The Psalmist feeling 
his need of grace looks up that God may do for him what he can- 
not do for himself. God Himself must be the Surety, the God- Man. 
It is J AH, the Incarnate God, the triumphant Saviour, to whom he 
appeals. Let not the proud ogress me. God taking the soul by 
grace into union with Himself, is both a shield and a spear. Me 
personally fights for those who abide in His grace, and defends 
them from the power of the enemy. This is the verse of Divine 
suretyship in the Psalm of practical love. 

123. Mine eyes nrc spent in longing for Thy salvation. Human 
nature was pi mug for that which only Jesus could give. God has 
promised this salvation. Only God can give it. It is a righteous 
promise, righteously fulfilled on God's part, and perfect in righteous- 
ness as renewing man from the state of sin into which he was 

fallen. 

124. Quicken me at cording to Thy mercy (verses S8, 150). Deal 
with me according to Thy mercy (verse 124). Hear my voice 
according to Thy mercy (verse 14a), 

God's mercy comes lo us according to His promise (verse 4 0- 
The earth is full of His mercy (verse 64!. His merry is our 
comfort (verse 76), for it is the gift of the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter. It is a gift of life. It is a fellowship of personal life 
whereby God deals with us. All (k)d's operations towards us in 
the Covenant of Grace are acts of continuous mercy. We can 
never rise to any higher claim. His mercy enables us to pray. 
His mercy makes Him willing to hear our prayers. 

Teach me Thy dcores. hi order to know the greatness of God's 
mercy we mustknow the depth of our misery which makes us need 
salvation, and the height of God's glory in the decrees ol HtS 
predestination. 

125. Cod deals with His servant according to His mercy, but 
the great act of His mercy is that He permits us to serve Him. 
The Psalmist exclaims in thankfulness, I am Thy wrW. 

Would that we could know more truly what this privilege is of 
serving God in the covenant of grace 1 OS give me understanding! In 
order to serve God as we ought to do we must know the gift of grace 
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communicated in the sacramental covenant of our adoption. Our 
service is not the service of slaves but of sons (Gal. iv. 7). This 
can only be realized as the Holy Ghost teaches us. Give me 
the sfirtt of understanding, and I shall hum Thy testimonies 

1 he creature, as a creature, is God's slave. The Mosaic law did 
not deliver the ancient Israel from this bondage. ]t ; s {he Sp ; rit 
of Christ given to us in the sacraments of -race which raises us 
up to a higher fellowship. "We have not received the Spirit of 
bondage again to fear, hut we have received the spirit of adoption 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (Rom. viii. i S ). We ask for fa 
gift of understanding, that we may know the privilege of serving 
Uou, no longer by the mere compulsion of created necessity, the 
spirit of bondage, but in the joyous freedom of filial love as par- 
takers of the Divine life. 

126. It is time for the Lord to be doing. God is said to rest 
whie the mere work of nature continues. He "rested from His 
work' until there should come a day of renewed operation, when 
t-ioa would do a new work upon the earth, instituting the dispensat- 
ion of grace. God's resting means that He leaves nature to be 
carried out by fixed laws which He has given. The Incarnation 
begins a fresh creative Day. God began to act anew when He 
sent His Hon to act upon earth as Man. He thus initiated 
the spiritual world as the new development of the material world 
a new substance, not merely a new form. The jews had made 
void Gorfs law. It had become a lifeless letter through their 
carnality. The Son of God will "fulfil fa law" by giving it 
spiritual power. It becomes the law of love. 

127. ' I see how they have emptied Thy law of all power by their 
misuse. There/ore I love it. Their misuse only makes me perceive 
more fully what the glory of Thy law is. Thy law is spiritual It 
was ordained unto life (Rom. vii. ,4). U is the form whereby the 
v.tal power of Thy salvation shall be known. It is a treasure 
above gold, yea, above fine gold. Yet men have not found righteous- 
ness therein, because they sought not righteousness from Thee 

I love Thy law as the means of laying hold upon Thee. 1 find 
I hy covenanted love therein.' 

128. Therefore I esteem all Thy f>recef>ts concerning all things to 
benghL I hate every false pat/,. "Grace and truth are come by 
Jesus Christ." The empty service which reduces the law to a 
lifeless bondage is an abomination to me (Isa. i. 13). 

'When I find Thee acting along with me, then I learn, in the 
fellowship of Thy love, to value Thy conunandments above all 
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earthly price. 1 serve Thee not in the hope of any earthly reward, 
but in the assurance that Thou by Thy precepts wilt perfect ine 
for the enjoyment of Thyself. Thou art the Truth. Thy grace is 
the power of Truth. Thy service is the fellowship of Truth. All 
that is not Thyself is falsehood. I love Thee, I love Thee alone, 
I would lose all, yea, lose my own self, in Thy love. Yea, I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Thy 
salvation, O blessed Jesu, who wast made sin Tor us when we 
pined in our sinful bondage.' 

The soul which has striven to serve God according to the law 
feeis its helplessness in the midst of evil oppression (verse 13O. 
It needs a personal Saviour (verse 122). Nature pines for the 
promise of the great salvation (verse 123), Grace makes the soul 
look up to those eternal decrees whereby grace shall be given to 
all who will seek it (verse 124), Faith searches into the sacra- 
mental mysteries of the law which arc a pattern of the heavenly 
things (verse 125). Alas, for those who make God's law void by 
looking merely at the outward requirements, as if God sought 
nothing more (verse 126). The Psalmist in keeping God's com- 
mandments rejoices in the treasure of Divine love (verse 127). 
1.0 ve rejoices in God Himself as the Truth and in His command- 
ments as means of vital fellowship with Him. Therefore it abhors 
all superficial, lifeless formalities, for by such treatment the law 
which should be "unto life" turns only "to the death" of the 
worshipper (Rom. vii. to). 



b l'E 
The Regcneyalt Life 

129. God's commandments (verse 127) are not only more valu- 
ahlc than gold anil silver. Their value is of a different order. It 
is such that the world cannot estimate it. God's commandments 
call for love, and the Psalmist welcomes them with iove. 

God's precepts (verse 128) are full of uprightness whereas the 
pathway of the world is full of fraud. The world's precepts have 
no true value to make them to be hcloved. They are falsehood, 
and the world makes much of them because they fit in with its 
false superficial judgements. 

God's testimonies are wonderful. The sacraments of grace arc 
mysteries belonging to a new life, This is why the world despises 
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them. They are not like the gold and precious stones by which 
the world estimates the value of its possessions. But they are a 
treasure which the heart can value. Therefore doth my sotd keep 
/hem. The word "wonder" here as elsewhere indicates the inward 
and spiritual part of a sacramental mystery. 

A triple "therefore," In consequence of their spiritual nature 
they belong to the Kingdom of Heaven. Wondrous love I My soul 
guards them. The tongue of the faithful delights not in tasting 
the external dainties of earth, but in uttering the mysteries of 
Divine truth. 

130. God's -words are not merely to be received by the ear. 
They must be taken into the heart and developed by meditative 
experience. The opening out of them in converse with men of 
like mind gives light. It gives understanding to the simple. In 
developing the truth which God reveals, we develop also the 
faculty of appreciating Divine truth, but then we must do this 
with simplicity of heart, not with subtlety of intellect, which is 
prone to duplicity and distortion, adding to the heavenly words 
instead of searching into them. 

It is, however, the Incarnate Word who opens to us the real 
signification of the written Word, He fulfils the Scriptures and 
opens the meaning of what would have been obscure by Hts own 
action, as when lie entered into Jerusalem, and His disciples did 
not know until afterwards how the Scriptures were being accom- 
plished. He opens the Scriptures by His exposition (Luke xxiv. 
32). He opens the understanding so that we may understand the 
Scriptures (Luke xxiv. 45). 

It is in vain to seek the opening of Divine mysteries unless we 
seek the key from Him " who openeth, and no man shutteth." 

Holy Scripture is given for "the man of God" (2 Tim. iii. 17). 
An inspired Book requires an inspired reader. "Holy Scripture 
must be read in the power of the same Spirit whereby it was 
written." It is the treasure of the regenerate life. We are admitted 
into this life by the mystery of sacraments. We must cherish the 
life thus received, and then God will open to us the mysteries of 
His Word for our constant edification. "Mysteriee arc revealed 
to the meek." "God reveals His truth to babes." 

131. I yearned eagerly with my mouth and panted, for I yearned 
after Thy co?mnandmcnts. 'The outer nature became exhausted, 
gasping after God's words, not as an idle talc of interest, but as a 
law of life which I sought to drink into myself, that I might act 
true to it.' The world in its exhaustion seeks for sleep, but the 
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repose and refreshment of the soul are to be found in Divine 
activity, while we rouse ourselves up to do God's will. 

132. Turn Thee unto me and be gracious unto me. The 
Psalmist looks up with a longing heart and calls upon God to 
look down upon him with renewing grace, according to the judge- 
ment -which He exercises towards (hose who love Ms Name. God's 
dealings are with discrimination. His revelation of truth is a 
judgement. He knows what those can bear to whom He is 
speaking. He meets love with love. So our blessed Lord 
addressed the multitude in parables and unfolded His mysteries by 
degrees to the disciples who abode in His love. They love His 
Name, who accept with faith the power of the Divine relationship 
wherein they are born again into a new life. The carnal-hearted 
hear with the car. Those who love God's Name drink the truth 
into themselves with open mouth. It is their very food, the air 
whereby they live. Simple childlike love is the breath of the 
regenerate suul, whereby we become enlightened, refieshed, re- 
warded. 

1 33- Order my footsteps in Thy promise that I may press 
diligently onward for its attainment. ' My outer life must cur- 
respond with the yearning of my soul, and that cannot be unless 
Thou who art the object of my desire slrcnglhenest mc to press 
onward for the attainment of Thy promise. / lor'e Thy Name, 
but cannot -walk true to Thy Name unless Thuu ufhotdest me 
therein.' Let not any 'dllany have dominion over me. If we are 
newborn of God, we have a life which the power of this evil world 
cannot subjugate. 

134. Redeem vie from the oppression of man. There was to he 
enmity between the Seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. 
The redeemed, as being members of Christ, must have to bear 
the oppression of those who reject this redemption. Christ has 
redeemed us out of the power of Satan by a mighty arm. Those 
who are gathered into Christ by His precious blood communicated 
to them in Holy Baptism, are "purchased from amongst men 
(Rev. xiv. 14) by the life-giving power of the Blood which flowed 
from His pierced heart, having the regenerating gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

As we are partakers of this life we are raised out of the power 
of mankind, into a new order of being, such that no human 
authority can touch us. We are espoused to Christ, our Redeemer, 
and made along with Him partakers of the Divine Sonship. h.% 
partakers of this life, we must ol'serve God's precepts, which we 
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cannot do as long as we allow the tyranny of the evil world with 
all the conventional maxims of wickedness by which society is 
controlled. 

135. Make Thy Face to shine upon Thy servant. We are God's 
servants as having the nature of man. We look for the light of 
God's countenance to shine upon us, because we are created in the 
image of God. As we are born again by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, we look for the Divine vision to be our joy although we 
lost it by our sin. That spirit of wisdom and revelation will teach 
us the glorious decrees of the Son ship to which we are renewed in 
Christ. 

136. The outer nature sees not God, but we look forward to the 
Beatific Vision, when with the eyes of our resurrection- bodies we 
shall see God. Meanwhile our life on earth must be a life of 
penitence. The outer nature must feel the burden of our earthly 
exile. Mine eyes run down in rivers of water because men observe 
not Thy law. We do not merely feel the burden of our position 
as individuals. We are members one of another, and must weep 
for the sins of the whole race as for our own. So we feel ourselves, 
by reason of our adoption into the family of God, to be but 
pilgTims and strangers, wandering through the wilderness of 
earth. Our true home, the city which we are seeking to dwell in, 
is not here. We look forward to a heavenly home. Those who 
are to be admitted there will be recognized one by one, as having 
the privileges of new birth. "This man was born there" (Ps. 
87. 6). 

This section begins with the wonder, the mystery, the hidden- 
ness, of the regenerate life. " My Name is secret" (Jud. xiii. 18). 
It is the Name " which no manknowelh saving he that receiveth it" 
(Rev. ii. 17 ; verse 129). God's revelation welcomed in the heart, 
as a principle of meditation, gives light and develops the spiritual 
character to rejoice in that light, for it enlightens the mind (verse 
130). The whole nature feels exhaustion in looking for the re- 
newal which will be at the resurrection, but we feel our need to 
drink the heavenly power into ourselves while we continue in the 
flesh (verse 131). We look up for God to make His light shine 
upon us. Grace gives refreshment to the body in answer to the 
appeal of our love, as being regenerated in 1 1 is Holy Name. So 
we obtain satisfaction for the soul (verse 132). We look for Him 
to guide us onward securely, that we may reach our promised 
inheritance, and may not be overpowered by the wicked one. He 
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will give us shelter against the devil (verse 133). Human society 
holds us under tyranny, but we must live with individual witness 
to God's truth, keeping His precepts. Only by faithful service can 
we claim deliverance from the world (verse 134). So God will 
make His Face shine upon us more and more, and teach us the 
Divine glory of our new birth in Christ (verse 135). As we 
experience the streams of grace, our eyes must run down with 
streams of penitence, bewailing the world which knows not God 
(verse 138). 



S TZADDI 

The Divine Righteousness 

137. Alas, for the sinful world around us ! How we must weep 
for it ! How must we look up to God to show us His light while 
we serve Him ! That light is the light of righteousness. Thou, 
Lord, art righteous! God's providential government of the 
world and all His judgements are upright. God is righteous in all 
His dealings with mankind. Alas ! Man perverts God's righteous 
dealings so as to serve his own unrighteousness, but in so doing, he 
make* evident the uprightness of the Divine judgements, whereas 
he ought to have been transformed into the Divine likeness by the 
righteousness of the Divine bounty. God cannot be turned aside 
from His righteous dealing. If man strives with Him, man finds 
Him "a mighty wrestler," too strong for him to resist (Ps. 18. 26). 

138. His testimonies, God's sacramental gifts, are commanded in 
righteousness. They are the vital power of righteousness, quicken- 
ing us. That which God has promised us therein never fails. They 
are very faithfulness. God is faithful and righteous to raise us out 
of our sinful state, if we come thus to claim His promises in 
truth (1 John i. 9). 

139. 'My seal hath whelmed me, for I have pondered upon the 
Almighty power of Thy righteousness, and the wickedness of man 
coming to Thy heavenly gifts with such profanity and world] iness 
of heart. The enemies whom I have to subdue, the seed of the 
serpent, have forgotten Thy wonts' 

'They look upon Thy sacraments as a mere function of the 
world. They honour not Thy Name and Thy Word, so as to 
think of Thy Divine power underlying the outward ministration. 
They do not keep Thy ceremonies with a remembrance of Thyself 
as actively participating therein to regenerate us, to cleanse us. 
to strengthen us, to feed us with Thyself.' 

VOL. II. 2 G 
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So our Lord wept over Jerusalem, because the chosen people 
forgot what their Messiah should be. They became His enemies 
though He sought to win them to love. 

140. 'As they see not the fulfilment of Thy promise, they refuse 
to welcome it by faith. But Thy ser vant knows that Thy promise 
is being surely accomplished towards us. Difficulties and suffering 
are the trials by which its Divine power is manifested. // is refined 
thereby. The Divine life is not swallowed up in the earthly form, 
but the created gift, the grace of Thine Incarnate Son, is 
purified from the earthliness of the outward form, so that the 
Divine flame which is its life may shine out in its glory. To 
know this by faith is indeed to experience the truth of it by 
love. Faith is made perfect by love. The weakness of the out- 
ward form must not hold me back from Thee. The acknowledge- 
ment of Thine unseen power calling me to Thy righteousness lifts 
me up to Thee.' Without love there can be no faith, and where love 
is truly working there shall the power of God's truth be found. We 
love His promise because of its righteous severity. Its faithfulness 
fails not. 

141. Human nature is small, for its faculties belong to this finite 
world, whereas the words and promise of the Creator are infinite. 
Human nature is not only small but despised, for it is under the 
bondage of sin. It is no longer existing in the glory of holy free- 
dom wherein God created it, but it is subjected to Satan's violence. 
This violence, however, does not remove it from the righteousness 
of its Divine relationship. He that would ascend to the hill of the 
Lord must despise himself. "The small one shall become a strong 
nation "(Isa, lx. 22), but the condition is this : 1 do not forget Thy 
precepts. The Psalmist expresses the unchangeableness of his will 
so as to be obedient to God. God's child in his finite action is 
bound to do the will of his Creator, so as to attain ils infinite 
consequences. By obedience to God he rises up to the Divine 
greatness in participation of the Divine love. 

142. The relationship between God, and man whom God created 
in His own image, is not an accidental or transitory one, not a 
mechanical or enslaving one, but a righteous one. Obedience to 
God is the true exercise of man's life. God's law is the Ttidh, true 
in its righteous origin, true in its substantive reality, true in its 
glorious promises, true in its eternal joy. Christ, the fulfiller of the 
law, is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

143. Adversity and anguish have found me. As we look to God's 
righteousness, we feel our own sinfulness. In His greatness we 
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learn our littleness. Nevertheless, we are His children, although 
imprisoned thus in a sinful world. 'The trouble of this world lias 
found me as its prey, because I have fallen from the condition of 
original righteousness wherein I was safe from such external 
violence. Thus has the penalty of sin come upon me, but my 
inward heart is true to Thee. This world of sin is to me the land 
of the enemy, but Thy commandments are my solace. There is 
nothing in the world which I can find as my delight. My solace 
amidst its misery is in keeping Thy commandments.' 

144. ' Thy testimonies are righteous for ever. I find solace in 
keeping Thy commandments, for Thou givest ine in Thy sacraments 
the righteousness which 1 need, the power of living in Thy love. 
The adversities of time will pass away, but the righteous fellowship 
with Thyself which is thus established will abide through eternity. 
Give me understanding. Open mine eyes to behold the secret joy 
of this fellowship, that I may comprehend with all saints what is 
the length and breadth and depth and height, and may know the 
love of Christ which passcth knowledge, so as to be filled with all 
the fulness of God (Ephes. iii. 18, 19). Give me understanding and 
I shall live; This knowledge is the fulness of Divine love. That 
love is life. "God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son," with whom we are made one in the Covenant of Grace. 

God's righteousness is personal in Himself, and providential 
towards His creatures (verse 137). Mis sacraments are unfailing 
in their efficacy (verse 138), although blasphemously scorned by 
unbelievers (verse 139). That which God promises must he loved 
or the faithful, by reason of its purity (verse 140), and His precepts 
must be cherished by His servants, in spite of their own littleness. 
This self-communicating righteousness is the vital power (verse 
141). Eternal righteousness is the inherent law of His own 
Personality, and speaks in the law which lie reveals (verse 142). 
It is the solace of those who keep His commandments amidst the 
troubles of our present life, under the power of Satan who has 
enslaved us (verse 143). Its vita! power fills the sacraments of 
grace. Thereby we receive spiritual understanding, so as to know 
the fellowship of God (verse 144). 
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p KOPH 
Integrity of Divine Fellowship 

145. An understanding heart, so as to be really alive to God's 
will ! This is what the Psalmist desires, the one desire which fills 
/lis heart! I call with my whole heart. Nothing can satisfy the 
longing of his heart but the Divine Wisdom. ' 

Happy are they who seek God " with their whole heart" (verse 
2). These are the opposite of the worldlings who seek Him with 
a divided heart (verse 113). Perfection must be whole-hearted. 
This integrity of search is what the Psalmist claims for himself, 
"With my whole heart have I sought Thee" — the search (verse 
10) : With my whole heart do I observe Thy law — the obedience 
(verse 34): "With my whole heart do I entreat Thy favour"— the 
supplication (verse 58): "With my whole heart do I keep Thy 
precepts " — the watchfulness (verse 69). So here, " I cry with my 
whole heart" — the appeal. 

He cries : Answer me. In the righteousness of God there is a 
perfect fellowship established between the Psalmist and Himself. 
The heart in its completeness was created by God to act in perfect 
correspondence with His own will. It can have no desires for 
anything that is good but what it has received from God. It 
desires what is evil, only by refusing to act in the integrity of the 
Divine will. It is not acting true to itself, unless it be simply and 
wholly desirous of the Divine will. It cannot fail of receiving what 
it desires, if it act according to the completeness of this law of its 
creation. God's will is to give whatsoever He formed the human 
heart to desire. We need the gift of understanding to know our 
relationship to God, and then we know that He will assuredly give 
to us whatever good we can desire. 

He will give. But we must ask. He created us with a capacity 
for good, but gave our hearts the faculty of desire, and He gave the 
faculty of speech, that we might make our wants known unto Him. 
He has made prayer the condition of our obtaining what He desires 
to give. So by the exercise of submissive desire we grow to the 
moral integrity which is required of us. "Whatsoever we ask we 
receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those 
things which are pleasing in His sight" (1 John iii. 22). 

Our whole being appeals to His whole truth. We must 
not confound the violence of an appeal, whose very impetuosity 
shows that it is not submissive, with the calmness of loving, tender 
prayer, which separates the heart from everything save what it 



PSALM 119. 



469 



finds in God and would receive from God. Whole-heartedness is 
an entire surrender to the will of God, and an entire welcome of 
God's good purpose, as being the real life of all we can desire, 
bringing a satisfaction which far exceeds in its goodness what we 
in our limited apprehension may ignorantly desire apart from Him, 
The Psalmist looks to have his desire abundantly fulfilled. 15y the 
gift of understanding he pledges himself to keep Gad's decrees. 
He is lifted up by the Divine Wisdom to the Divine Vision of 
eternal goodness and filial fellowship with God. So must there 
be whole-hearted reception, Divine perfection in the desire, per- 
severance in acting true to that which God gives. 

146. / cry mito Thee. Save me and I shall observe Thy testi- 
monies. Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe (verse 117). I am 
Thine! O save me (verse 94). This is the third and final appeal. 
The cry is doubled. The promise of fidelity is doubled, first, keep- 
ing God's decrees, then observing the testimonies, the sacramental 
power, which alone can enable the soul to rise up and keep them. 

Take notice of the cjaculatory imperatives. Answer me ! Send 
Thy Word. Then, Save me. Let that Word bring salvation. The 
decrees are from eternity, and we must keep them with faithful 
obedience. The testimonies arc my daily counsellors (verse 24). 

147. J prevented the twilight breeze and made appeal. As our 
Lord rose while it was yet dark, so must we come before the 
morning-watch to make our prayer to God. The breeze is lire 
power of the Holy Ghost breathing upen the children of the 
Resurrection. So the Psalmist hoped fur Gods Word. The 
preventing grace of the Holy Spirit was leading him in the 
devotional expectation of Ghrist's manifestation. The darkness 
of His own heart in its natural conditiun did not hold him down. 

148. Mine eyes prevent the night watches. Those who were 
keeping guard looked for the relief of the morning. The Psalmist 
felt the power of the Holy Ghost, and longed for the better day- 
light. So he was occupied with God's promise. The desire which 
he felt within him was no empty desire. It had a blessed reliance 
upon God's Word. He longed for Messiah to come. We must 
in like manner anticipate His final coming as the true fulfilment 
of our desires. His mi?idwas upon God's promise. This expecta- 
tion of faith gave light to his eyes, even in the midst of the 
darkness. 

1 49. Hear my voice, O Lord, according to Thy mercy. Qnicicn 
me according to Thy judgement. Mercy hears our prayer and 
judgement determines in what way we shall receive the answer- 
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That answer is a gift of life developing itself by God's love as God 
sees us to be capable of exercising it. So the answer is given accord- 
ing to God's judgement. All our prayers must be subordinated 
to the great desire of the gift of lire eternal, " Hallowed be Thy 
Name." I am born again as Thy child, I must live with Thy life. 

1 50. ' There are a multitude who draw near to persecute me with 
malice. They want to draw me away /rem Thy law, for they 
themselves are far away. As they hate Thee, they cannot tolerate 
Thy love wherever they see it. They draw near in malice, but 
they are far from Thy law of love. While I walk in that law they 
cannot touch me, for Thou art near, and Thy protection is sure.' 

IJ I. Thou art near, O Lord. When the enemy draw near, our com- 
fort is to know that God is near. Yes ! He is nearer than the enemy. 
As has been said of old, He is so close to us, dwelling within us, 
that we can scarcely say lhat He is only near. He is one with us. 
He is our strength, All Thy commandments are truth. The 
truth of God's indwelling presence is manifest while we keep His 
commandments. They are not merely to be done for His sake in 
obedience. They cannot be truly done unless God Himself is the 
doer, acting within us. In doing His commandments we develop 
His indwelling power within ourselves. 

152. / have known long since concerning Thy testimonies that 
Thou hast established them for ever. It is by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost in the sacraments that God is so near to us. They 
are the testimonies of the covenant of eternal life. ' This knowledge 
brings me to Thee with unfailing confidence ! ' 

The cry of whole-hearted love pleads thus for the answer of 
Divine predestination, the saving grace of the sacramental cove- 
nant of promise. The inspirations of the Holy Ghost move the 
soul with preventing grace to watch for God, to make His Word 
manifest. Though the day-star be not shining as yet, nevertheless 
the promise is sure. The soul longs for the life which is the light 
of men. Enemies are near at hand who treat God's law with 
scorn, for they are far from it, but God is very near to His faithful 
ones, as the prophet says, "very nigh thee in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that thou mayest do it " (Deul. xxx. 14 ; Rom. x. 8). The Word 
is eternal. His covenant is an everlasting covenant. 

The Psalmist utters the cry of obedient, supernatural expectation, 
based upon God's eternal decrees (verse 145), and then of depen- 
dence and self-consecration as required by God's sacramental 
covenant (verse 146). In his cry he anticipates what God has 
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revealed as His purpose for us in the resurrection-life (verse 147). 
Amidst the darkness of earth he contemplates that coming 
blessedness (verse 148). He longs to have that fuller life im- 
parted to him, according to the measure of the Divine judgement 
(verse 149). He is in the midst of a world which forsakes God's 
law (verse 150) ; but lie rejoices in the closeness of his fellowship 
with God, even though as yet unseen (verse 151), and he is sure 
that what God gives now in sacraments will be ratified in the 
eternity of the heavenly fulfilment (verse 152). 



1 RESH 

The Expectation of the Faithful Sufferer 

153. The opposition of enemies tests the integrity which God 
requires of us. The Psalmist calls upon God to behold what he 
has to suffer for the Truth's sake. How apt we are to think that 
God will reward us for what we do, but that our sufferings can be 
of no use to llim. Our sufferings are the real test of our antagonism 
to Satan. We must welcome them as the most acceptable form of 
service, and we long not to be quit of the suffering, but to enter 
into the Divine joy which awaits those who are "made perfect 
through suffering." See mine affliction, and deliver mc. See how 
this affliction has proved my steadfastness. / have not forgotten 
Thy law. It is the cry of expectation. 

154. Plead Thou my cause and avenge me. Gotl will not only 
deliver him. God will avenge him on his persecutors. They are 
God's enemies. 

Quicken me, according to Thy ftieqinise. Deliverance, vengeance, 
life, are his expectation. This delivehyice is not like the deliver- 
ance upon earth from an earthly enemy. We may be delivered, 
and it does not hinder our deliverance if the enemies from whom 
we escape live on in prosperity far away. Spiritual deliverance 
does not consist in merely local evaporation. It consists in being 
taken up into God. 

The enemies who assail us here cannot follow us into the 
Heaven of Divine love. Neither, however, can they remain 
external to that Divine love, and yet rejoice in lower objects of 
delight. The spiritual being which wins not the Divine love 
must experience the Divine hate. Those spiritual powers which 
have sought to alienate us from God must experience the result 
of their own actions, becoming themselves estranged from all 
Divine joy in the bitterness of Divine hatred. No force tiiat 
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has been developed in action can come to an end. Therefore, the 
acts of God's enemies must live on as the measure of their punish- 
ment. Their acts against God in His people recoil upon themselves 
as God's people are withdrawn from their malice. 

Vengeance befalls the ungodly, as their due. So also the reward 
of God's saints is according to the measure of their resistance to the 
powers of darkness. 

Vengeance and reward are equal. Acts done for God or against 
God partake of the eternity of God, and to wish for the glory of God 
to be manifested in our deliverance necessitates the wish for God's 
glory to be manifested in the punishment of evil as such. Evil be- 
comes concentrated as an object of hatred, while we are delivered 
from it by being absorbed into the pure essence of Divine love, 
Wc are taken out of the mingled feelings by which in our present 
condition that which is evil claims to be in some sort commiserated 
and condoned. Nothing is left neutral. Good must be absorbingly 
loved with joy. Evil must be haled with triumphant homage to God. 

Thus we are lifted up into the life of God, and taken out of the 
conflicting force of this present state. Quicken me according to 
Thy promise. No life short of the life of God which is promised 
to us in Christ can satisfy the heart of man. There is a threefold 
quickening : (i) According to promise ; (2) according to probation 
(verse 156) ; (3) according to final attainment (verse 159). 

155. Lift* in Christ is salvation. We must be lifted up into this 
life if we would have salvation. Salvation is far from the wicked. 
And why ? Because they seek not Thy decrees. God's decree is that 
salvation must be sought in Christ, the only Mediator of eternal 
life, His only Son, The only salvation which the wicked seek is an 
earthly salvation. They seek to be free from the penalties of sin, 
but they do not seek God's decrees, so as to be raised up to the Son- 
ship of God, Far from the ungodly is the salvation provided in 
Christ, for they seek it not in Christ. This corresponds with our 
Lord's words, " Far from the salvation which 1 am come to 
accomplish are the words of my roaring, while I cry out to Thee 
in the midst of the enemies that assail me" (Ps. 22. 2). 

156. Manifold are Thy compassions, O Lord. God deals with us 
according to the measure of our actions. He takes into account 
our weaknesses and our temptations. Therefore each one must be 
judged according to his works. Life, Divine life, is the reward, but 
the measure of the participation is according to God's judgement 
passed upon our endeavour. Quicken me according to Thy judge- 
ments. Such a measure o; Divine life as would be beyond our 
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capacities wou.d only be our destruction *JgjQ 

Ixercise of that discipline can be our reward when Cod s 
exercise ui hp>" r . lib *a His imltiemenl 

f"„ e^posco to temptation, M I >,™ 7V"^.f™ '. "y 
,,„,„,„„,'„. 1 have clung 10 the (race of Illy »« Mmem i i y 
S Zs « to Th, covenant. I teve seen tl» hollowncss of .11 

persecutor,. Each persecution develops a fresl. 

T,f£"l!» TL T,„W! « is no. mere,, (he fear -of 

rl o II e is to unmetite.l promise. 0*MM '•' J"""** " > >'? 
££ZZ The glory hereafter must Oft. «=orim, .0 the use of 

Accept my love eve it. 1. eakne „ , ^ ^ 

11ZIL, however feehle. I. sho„ that -- Oe»> 

,6o 7>* ri»f o/ r/rv Word is truth. Jesus is the way, we 
Truth and the Life." Cod's Word is unchangeable. Every one of 
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Word, summing tip all the judgements which have been developed 
by the successive acts of time. 

The expectation of the faithful accepts every present affliction 
with obedient submission (verse 153) j looks to be vindicated in the 
fellowship of a higher life because of God's premises (verse je 4 ) • 
repudiates the wicked who do n «t rise to the eternal verities of 
Cod (verse 155) ■ rejoices in Hie Divine compassion which develops 
life by discipline and probation (verse 156) ; rests in the appointed 
means of grace in spite of all human opposition and all the 
temptations of Satan (verse 157) ; seRS through the vain pretences of 
worldly deceit and shudders at their contempt of God's promises 
(verse 158) ; serves God with a true love, using the life of grace as 
a warrant for merciful judgement when life shall be perfected 
(verse 159) ; lives in the everlasting truth of God, according to the 
fulness of His Word (verse too). 

E> SCIIIN 

The I'idsry oj the Fnithfttl Out 

161. The victory of the faithful is manifested in the Divine Life 
to which the number 300 points, and that is the value of the letter 
Schin. Man was created to conquer Satan. The strife is carried 
on by the various efforts of Satan to draw us away from faithful- 
ness towards God, The Psalm approaches its close. The great 
struggle which is the object of man's creation is therefore fittingly 
celebrated here, preparatory lu the final section which speaks of 
the Cross. 

The persecution by the powers of the outer world is only a 
subordinate exercise of that persecution whereby Satan is continu. 
ally assailing God's people with manifold temptations and suffer- 
ings. 

^ By the "princes" we should therefore specially understand the 
"principalities" of darkness with which we, as "the Seed or the 
woman," have to contend. They assault and taunt the faithful 
during life. So it is that we find the mighty powers of Heaven thus 
designated in Daniel as the Princes or Persia and Crecia. Thus 
Michael is the Prince of the chosen people (Dan. x. 13, 20, 21). 
So in the Psalms, the covenant people by their sin are to fall like 
one of the princes, i.e. like Lucifer (Ps. 82. 7). 

This is the section of victory through the resurrection. The 
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princes of darkness assail Christ and Mis members while they are 
in this world, but death will set us free. The resurrection shows 
that the accusation is without a cause. 

We must be circumspect in approaching God. "Christ was 
heard by reason of His reverent circumspection" (Heb. v. 7). As we 
look forward to the glory of the resurrection we must fear lest we 
come short of it (Heb. iv. 1). "He that covercth his sins shall 
not prosper. Happy is the man that feareth alway" (Piov. xxviii. 
'3) '4)- Jesus had no sins belonging to His own Person, but lie 
bore our sins in His own Body on the Tree. He was made sin 
for us, so that by substantial unity of nature. He sets forth our 
sins as being His own. He did not repudiate the reality of His 
union with sinful humanity, which subjected Him to the violence 
of Satan, the Prince of this world, whom 1 le came to conquer. ' ' p 
did not treat sin as if it were a mailer external to Him, so that He 
had only to crush it. The victory in that case would not have 
been the victory of man whereby God should be glorified over the 
rebel Prince or this world. It was necessary for Him to feci the 
full power of Satanic persecution and temptation, and to resist it 
by the exercise of His human will, anointed as it was with the 
Holy Ghost. Thus He triumphed as Man, and by the Eternal 
Anointing Spirit presented Himself without spot to God, and Me 
is thus "able to succour us when we are tempted," for wc, being 
incorporated into Him, are made partakers of the same anointing 
(1 John ii. 27). We have to conquer by the same anointing power 
whereby He conquered. 

So " He was heard in thai He feared." This word represents 
the human circumspection whereby He avoided all thai was dis- 
pleasing to God. It shows the reverence to the Divine Presence 
within Himself which was the object of His continual love. So 
does St Paul bid us as the members of Christ keep ourselves from 
sin, because "he that despisclh, despiseth not man but God, who 
hath also given unto us His Holy Spirit" (1 Thess. iv. 8). 

Isaac who was offered up to die upon the altar on Moriab, was 
a special type of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the attitude of His 
mind towards God is specially characterized hy that which in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews is appropriated to Christ. Jacob speaks of 
" the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of 
Isaac," and again, "lie sware by the fear of His father, Isaac j: 
(Gen. xxxi. 42, 53). 

This, then, is ihe characteristic of Christ and of His people. It 
is not merely the reverential fear which is one of the seven gifts, 
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but (he human circumspection which that filial awe consecrates 
The one expresses the Divine relationship. The other connotes 
the struggle with an evil world which makes the child of God 
-shrink from al! that can be displeasing to God. "My heart" 
I h,s expresses the human effort. "The Spirit of holy fear » Tin's 
expresses the Divine anointing-.. 

All fear is not necessarily holy fear. It becomes holv by 
virtue of the anointing Spirit. The jews, if they rejected Messiah, 
wood cry out in their world-wide agony, "for the fear of thei 

hi,h H H Cre "'; ! ,C - Vsho,ll(i f ™> ^ ^ the sight of their eyes 
which they should see" (Dent. «iii. *> This human fear was 
only carnal. But the rejected people in the latter days "shall 
return and seek the Lord their God, and David their King, and 
shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days » (Hos iii 
5). This ,s the same human fear, but it ceases to be carnal. It 
is spiritual, being brought about by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
1 hey are not then any longer to fear merely because or the sight 
of their eyes beholding their punishment,' but because of the 
illumination of faith, revealing to them the goodness of God, that they 
may return to His love. 

So must we have njtar of God's wards because we rejoice in His 

fT"t. f ■ I l-\ t,,e Viet ° ry " ,at ovcr «™ et h ** "'"rid, even our 
laitn, faith which workcth by love." 

162. The promise of God is as sure as anything we can have in 
possession. I he promise of the risen glory is far better than the 
possession of spods from this world, the love of the eternal 
father better than the spoils gained will, much toil from the 
grasp of the enemy. They mlls t perish, but that love is eternal 
God does not promise earthly things. His promise waits for the 
resurrection. 

t6 3 . All that we can secure from the enemy is only deceitful. 
It is no true abiding satisfaction. The law of God is eternal, It 
comes from love, and it calls for love. Yea, it is fulfilled by love. 

Thy law do Hove, and only by love can 1 know Thy law, for only 
thus can I know Thee.' ' 

i6.t. Stvm times a day do T praise Thee. The praise uttered in 
the resurrection will be the eighth, the consummating, the eternal 
pr al se. Gods righteous judgements arc a sevenfold probation, and 
our praise is the response which we mus't render 

165. The love of God's law will carry us safely onward to the 
victory of the resurrection, the peace of the heavenly Jerusalem. 
There will be no stumbling. Love acts with safety under all 
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difficulties, for "love is the fulfilling of the law," whereas the mere 
obedience of nalural intelligence fails of fulfilling the law aright 
even when all seems clear. The mistakes of love are accepted. 
God will overrule them for good. But the exactness of self-seeking 
fails of pleasing God. We stumble through pride. 

166. * 1 am intent for Thy salvation. Though I keep Thy law 
with changeless love, yet do I look for Thee to save me. My life 
is not worthy of the glory of the resurrection which Thou hast 
promised. / have done Thy commands. I look for Thy salvation. 
Save me that I may do. Save me in the doing. Save me in spite 
of my failures. I need to be saved out of the earthliness of my 
natural condi lion, saved by dying to it, saved by being taken up 
into Thy risen life.' The weary way of earthly life leads to salva- 
tion as its end. The consciousness of that for which we wait make 
even the years of service seem to be but a moment (Gen. xxix. 20). 
An earthly deliverance were of no avail. We look forward to a 
better resurrection in the eternity of God's love (Heb. xi. 35). 

167. The Psalmist observes Gads testimonies. They arc the 
strength of his conduct and the warrant of his expectation — 
"My solace and my counsellors" (verse 24). He loves them for 
they bind hint to God, whom lie loves absorbingly, 

168. ' / have observed 'Thy precepts and Thy testimonies. I have 
done so with ihe joyous consciousness of Thy watchful Imc. "11" 
ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love, even as I 
have kept My Faiher's commandments and abide in llis love" 
{John xv. 10). The personal power of Thy Presence is niy safe- 
guard. Alt my ways are be/ore Thee. Thou guides! me with 
Thine eye. I do not judge myself by my own standard, but by 
Thy scrutiny. Thou makesl me know myself so that my selb 
juilgemenl in penitence is the anticipation of Thy judgement in 
the day of resurrection. When I look up to Thee, I sec what I 
am in Thy sight, and only in the mirror of Thy judgement can I 
know the truth of my own sins.' 



The persecuting foe, the great accuser, is at last foiled (verse 
161). God's champion rejoices in (iod's promise as one who has 
already won the spoils from the enemy (verse 162). It is the 
victory of love on behalf of eternal truth against the deceits of 
the world, the tlcsh, and the devil (verse 163). The life of the 
conqueror has been a life of sevenfold praise, while he has had 
to bear many sorrows, as the judgements of God came from time 
to time upon the earth for his discipline {verse 164). In ihe 
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midst of all troubles the faithful have perfect peace, and their 
Tatth is not disturbed by what sorrows they have to bear (verse 
165). They wait for God's salvation to be revealed, the victory 
which is sure to those who keep God's commandments {verse 166). 
It has been enough for them to live upon earth with the hidden 
power of God's sacramental covenant. They observe the means 
or grace and love them (verse 167). The Divine champion has 
done all according to God's will, and triumphs in God's covenanted 
strength (verse 168). 

n TAU 
The Pleading of the Crass 

All my ways have been before me. So the last section closed. 
The champion now can say, " It is finished." 

1 69. ' Thou seest me. let my shout rise up to Thee, that I may 
see myself. 1 speak to Thee as looking down from on high upon 
me. So do I look up that my prayer may reach Thy Face. Give 
me understanding. My cry responds to Thy will. Thy Word is the 
gift of Wisdom. The mystery of the Cross is what the natural 
heart cannot fathom, but it alone can satisfy my soul,' 

The understanding which the Psalmist desires is nothing 'ess 
than the understanding of the Incarnate Word, on whose Humanity 
rests the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding in all its fulness. 
This understanding initiates us to walk in the way of God's precepts 
with a sense of their mystery (verse 27). An understanding heart 
keeps God's law in a spirit of love (verse 34). We cherish this 
law as the true end of our being, if we understand what it is to be 
God's creatures fashioned by Mis hands (verse 73). The gift of 
understanding enables us to rise from the bond-service of natural 
necessity to the obedience of filial freedom (verse 135). This 
understanding is our true life, apprehending in glory that righteous- 
ness for which we are now apprehended of God in Christ, by 
the sacraments of grace (verse 144). So that our cry rises up to 
God, and finds its complete satisfaction in the truth of the Eternal 
Word, whose Incarnation is the root- principle of our spiritual 
desires (verse 169). As this Psalm draws to a close, our under- 
standing must rise up to contemplate the mystery of the Cross, 
the gate of salvation, by which we who have been buried with 
Christ by baptism into death are led onward to sit along with Him 
in the heavenly places upon the throne of eternal life. 

We must be careful to use the understanding for which we ask. 
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" I will apply my understanding to Thy testimonies " (verse 9$). So 
our meditation must be practical. The understanding is blinded, 
and not illuminated unless we keep God's precepts while we learn 
His will (verse 100), The practical understanding trained in God's 
precepts hates what God hates with a personal consciousness that 
it deserves to be hated (verse 104). God's Word is a light which 
gives understanding to the simple. We must seek it with 
simp/icity (verse 1 30). 

Upon the Cross Jesus exclaims, Why? 

That question did not arise from ignorance, but it could only be 
answered by experience. The human understanding, even though 
full of the Holy Ghost, cannot have that question solved while it 
has to act under the limitations of earthly existence. He whose 
understanding was perfect for earthly knowledge, asks to have 
His understanding glorified in the fulness of the glory of the 
Divine Wisdom, which is His own eternal Personality. ' Give me 
understanding according to Thy Word, developed in all the 
experimental glory of that Wisdom which I have along with 
Thee as Thy consubstantial Word.' 

170. Our supplicatum does not originate God's graciousness. 
His promise must stimulate our supplication. In proportion as 
our desires rise up with responsive gratitude to call forth God's 
promise, so do we learn how wonderful that promise is. We find 
our need of one deliverance after another, as we experience the 
development of God's promise. That promise is infinite. Christ 
claims us upon the Cross for Himself, making us partakers of 
eternal life by the Blood which flowed from 1 1 is sacred side. It 
is His reward that He thus gives us life (lsa. liii. 11). We must 
be crucified with Him and claim Him in participation of the Cross. 
His promise assures us of a triumphant deliverance. 

171. So must our lips overflow "with praise. Those who are 
redeemed from among men sing a new song (Rev. xiv. 4), for 
they are taught of God, and acquire a knowledge of God's 
predestinating love, the decrees of the Divine Sonship com- 
municated to us by the triumph of the Cross. " None can know 
the Name" of the Divine Sonship, "but he that receiveth it" (Rev. 
ii. 17). Our life as God's children must pour itself forth in praise, 
and that praise must be in proportion to our experimental know- 
ledge of that life, and that life and that knowledge must be ever 
expanding in the contemplation of God, so as to be worthy of 
God from whom the life comes, and to whom the praise is given. 
Only the Incarnate Son, co-equal with the Father, can praise llim 
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i" the fulness of truth. We can only praise God for His eternal 
love by being absorbed into the personal consciousness of the 
eternal Son. 

m,£M my torque respond to Thy promise. The deliverance 
wrought upon the Cross is in accordance with the Divine promise 
(verse 170). We cannm praise God unless He fill nur lips with 
the inspiration of His Holy Spirit (verse 17,). Now, then, our 
tongue must rise up to the revelation of the promise. Hut we 
cannot show forth God's praise with our lips, unless we show it 
forth m our hvos, keeping God's commandments. This is the 
prom.se of God, the gift of HgMmisnm through the victory 
wh.ch Christ wrought for us upon the Cross, lie enables us to 
keep Gods commandments. 

173. Let Thine Hand help me. The Right Hand of God is 
manifested upon the Cross for our salvation' (verse 166} It is 
also manifested for our help. He who died to save us out of the 
hand of (he enemy, helps us to live by the power of His inspiration 
to the praise and love of God. The Psalmist has chosen God's 
Precepts, but we need God's help to work along with ns when we 
have a good will. 

Christ is the Right Hand of the Father. The Divine Personality 
was the help whereon Christ relied amidst His human sufferings. 
He did not look for that Personality to manifest itself actively for 
the overthrow of the enemy during the continuance of His earthly 
struggle, but He had that p.esent security which would he mani- 
fested when the perfection of His human will f a choosing God's 
precepts had been fully tested upon the Cross. 

God's Hand made us {verse 73). God's Hand is ready to accept 
us. When the time of trial was over, Christ commended His 
Spirit into the Father's Hand. So God welcomes His perfect work 
and delivers Him from the toil of the flesh. 

Herein we must recognize the law of God's dealing with our- 
selves. We are not to look for God's help by supernatural mani- 
festations of successful triumph over enemies in this world God 
is glorified by our faithful suffering. He is none the less "a verv 
present help in trouble" (Ps. xlvi. 4l)> a help ready („ be manL 
fested by our perfect deliverance when we have been thoioughlv 
proved. To that interior help we must always be looking, while 
by faith we act in the consciousness of the Personal Christ, the 
Right Hand nf God, dwelling within us. 

174. t have longed for Thy salvation, O Lord. Jesus has 
wrought out uur salvation upon the Cross. "He was obedient 
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unto death." Thus was the law fulfilled. His lifelong obedience 
complete ! And as He fulfilled it in Himself, so He requires us to I 
fulfil it, if we would partake of His redemption. Our salvation is 
complete by our incorporation into Him that died. Then docs 
Satan lose his power over us, and the accomplishment of God's 
law is the solace of the faithful. Whatever our earthly surroundings 
may be, we are working for a life beyond the grave, whilst in the 
power of Divine grace, we fulfil the taw. Whatever suffering wc 
may have, our solace is in the remembrance that we are to endure 
it as the discipline of a loving Father. 

175. The Body of Christ died upon the Cross. His Soul went 
down to hell, living with the power of the indwelling Spirit. So 
if we die in fellowship with Ilim, as having been crucified with 
Him, our souls shall live and praise God. "The dead praise not 
Thee, O God, neither all they that go down into silence," but 
we will praise the Lord from this time forth, for evermore 
(Ps. 115. 17). " He that liveth and believeth on Me shall never die 
(John xi, 26). 

God's help is threefold, strengthening us to meet the false 
accusations, the assaults of the enemy, by the grace of perseverance 
(verse 86) ; by acceptance through the Cross in death (verse 173) ; 
by the final retribution in the life beyond the grave, and the 
joyful resurrection in the day wherein all judgements shall be 
summed up (verse 175). 

Gods judgements arc given to His people for their purification, 
not for their destruction. They shall help me. What seemed to 
be my hindrances, holding me back from triumph, shall be found 
as ordinances of blessing that have helped me on my way. The 
use we make of God's judgements in time will determine the 
judgement of the great day. 

176. All mankind are Gods sheep, but the whole race of man is 
gone astray, "All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid upon Him the 
iniquity or us all "(ha. liii. 6). " The way of the wicked shall perish" 
(Ps. 1. 6), that is, the way of fallen man. Christ is "the Way of the 
righteous." He is the Way by whom the redeemed come to the 
Father (John xiv). Christ came to seek and to save that which was 
lost. He saves by bringing us back from the way of falsehood and 
sin into the way of truth and holiness by incorporating us into 
Himself, 

This is our plea in claiming God's remembrance. I forget not 
Thy commandments. If we would walk in the way of the redeemed, 
VOL. II. 2 II 
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we must walk in remembrance of God's commands. Then Got! will 
not forget us and our needs. But if we forget His commands^ He 
remembers us as having rejected His salvation. He called us to 
the obedience of faith. Faith jives in the memory of the unseen 
while carrying out Goal's commands. If we fail of that alle- 
giance, we must be swallowed up of the world of sense which 
hides Cod from us, and we must perish as not using- the means of 
deliverance which God has provided. 

The Psalmist entered upon his pilgrimage with the cry, Forsake 
me not utterly (verse 8). He ends with the cry for welcome 
which even in his condition of estrangement he has earned by 
his faithfulness, for he can say, however much I have been left 
alone, I have not forgotten Thy commandments. Christ was to be 
forsaken, i.e. left to the struggle with Satan alone, but when He 
came to the Cross, the Hand of the Father would welcome His Soul, 
for He had not forgotten Gods commandments. At last the true 
Lamb of God is manifest. Manhood has gone astray like a 
perishing sheep, but the Son of (Sod has taken this manhood upon 
Himself. The Shepherd has become the Leader of the flock, The 
Lamb of God lays down His life, and in the power of the resurrec- 
tion becomes Himself, by virtue of His crucifixion, the Door of 
the sheep, so that all who are crucified with Him may find a new 
life in Him. 

O straying race of man, perishing homeless in the wilderness of 
the world ! God has not forsaken thee utterly. He has sent His 
Son to take thy nature upon Himself. He has sought thee, calling 
thee unto Himself. He created this manhood in His own image, 
for His glory. He sought it when it was lost. Still He seeks. 
Wherever there is any soul that in its weariness seeks for Him, He 
who created the nature will not fail to seek that soul. None is 
lost hecause God's ear is closed against the cry. It must be the 
cry of every individual soul, Seek Thy servant. The penitent soul 
must come to the call of Jesus crucified. On the Cross He seeks, 
He calls. So being lifted up, He would draw all men to Himself, 
Those who come to Him must come with penitence. '/ do not 
forget Thy commandments. I do not forget my sin. The call of 
the Redeemer speaking from the Cross sets before me the majesty 
of Thy commandments, the sublimity of the righteousness which 
is required, the glory of the Love which has provided so great a 
redemption. On the Cross Thou hast sought me. On the Cross 
let me find Thee. On the Cross, Lord Jesu, Thou hast triumphed 
over Satan, purchasing my soul as Thy reward. Yen, Thou hast 
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purchased every faithful soul, to live as Thine own bride, with the 
life-blood of immortality flowing from Thy wounded Heart. Thou 
hast died to enable mc to keep Thy commandments, and in keep 
ing them by the power of Thy grace, I will cling to Thee, that I 
may live with Thy life for ever. 1 

The faithful soul, following the Redeemer in His triumph, cries 
out for the gift of understanding in order to accept the mystery 
of the Cross (verse 169) ; looks for deliverance according to God's 
promise (verse 170) ; praises (Sod for the eternal love manifested 
in the Son whom He requires us to worship (verse 171); accepts 
all God's commandments, as ordained to make us worthy of the 
promised salvation (verse 172); relies upon God's helping Ham! to 
welcome in safety those whom He subjected by creation to the 
discipline of trial (verse 173). It is for Jesus that the soul longs. 
Union with Jesus, the Saviour, in the law of the new life is the joy 
of the soul (verse 174). The soul gasps with the desire of the true 
life to which it comes as it dies in the world, the life of praise, the 
Divine deliverance perfected in the day of judgement (verse 175). 
As it dies upon the Cross it feels the sinfulness of the human 
nature which has held it down. The last gasp of earth is to seek 
for the Redeemer's help. Seek Thy servant. The soul that is 
faithful to Christ passes into the tranquil joy of acceptance in the 
Beloved. I do not forget Thy commandments, and this is the 
commandment wherein the life of the redeemed finds its consum- 
mation in the glory of the Redeemer, " that we should believe mi 
the Name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and love one another, 
as He gave us commandment" (verse 176). "He that kcepcth 
His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And hereby 
we know that He abideth in us, by His Spirit which He bath 
given us " (1 John iii. 24). 

[The apothegms of this heavenly discourse cannot be put into 
couplets of English verse without wearisome monotony. It does 
not therefore seem necessary to give any fresh translation. All 
readers have three versions at hand, the Prayer Book, the 
Authorized Version, and the Revised Version. 

This may be a fitting opportunity for reference to the translation 
of the Psalms in Dt Kay's Commentary. Many of the phrases of 
the Psalter are turned into Knglish with great felicity. 

Dr Driver's Parallel Psalter is a book which may be constantly 
lead with great help. 
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Keble has shown the triumphant power of his devotional verse 
in Fs. 1 19. as much as in any of the Psalms. He has retained with 
accuracy the details of the original, while moulding them in the 
cast of modern devotional converse with God, and making his 
lines a commentary, in which the mind of the writer breaks forth 
in the freshness of English sentiment.] 



FOURTH QUINDECAD 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

Psalms 120.-134. 

THE SONGS OF ASCENT 

THE long Alphabetical Psalm sets forth the moral, 
external relationships of the redeemed in their pilgrimage. 
The fifteen Psalms which follow are songs of everlasting 
joy, embodying the spiritual experiences of the journey. 

Ps. 120. is the cry of the soul desiring the peace which 
is only to be found in Jesus, and escaping in Him from 
the oppression of the father of lies. 

Ps. 121. is the confident utterance of the soul in whom 
Christ is revealed, gazing up through the opened door 
of the Divine Sanctuary to the hills whereon the 
heavenly Jerusalem is founded. 

Ps. 122. is the joy wherewith the redeemed soul hears 
the voice of the Beloved as He leads the multitude of 
His blessed ones into the House of the Lord, that, the 
strife being ended, they may exult in the peace of 
Jerusalem for ever. 

Ps. 123. contemplates the King in His glory seated 
upon the heavenly throne and welcoming the pilgrims. 

Ps. 124. expresses the consciousness of Divine power 
which fills the soul in the contemplation of past deliver- 
ances. 

Ps. 125. is a cry of thankfulness, as realizing the 

485 



486 



THE SONGS OF ASCENT 



stability and security of the heavenly city, the fulness of 
peace. 

Ps. 126. looks back upon the earth's discipline as a 
dream. The laughter of Sarah in her unreadiness to 
believe is changed into laughter of Divine ecstasy. The 
weeping of earthly weakness ! The harvest reaped in 
Divine power ! The child of earth is lost in the infinity 
of God ! 

Ps. 127, is a contemplation of the worthlessness of all 
created aims and agencies. The true result of life is 
that Divine fruitfulness which is not of men but of God, 
whereby the soul becomes productive through Divine 
power of an offspring which God shall welcome as His 
own. 

Ps. 128. continues the benediction of the preceding 
Psalm with a twofold declaration of happiness. The 
toil of earth was not a dream, but the fruit of the labour 
of love is an eternal reality. The Divine power was 
accomplishing beneath that toil an issue of fruitfulness, 
which shall be the reward of the soul to all eternity. 

Ps. 129. sets forth in contrast with this reward the 
worthlessness of those withering objects which the 
enemies of Zion are intent upon. We have escaped 
from their revi lings, and there is for them no blessing 
from the Lord. 

Ps. 130. is a Psalm of the Incarnation. Ps. 20., which 
is its complementary Psalm, was a Psalm of God-speed to 
the King going forth to battle. The Psalmist looks 
forward to the resurrection morning, when the King 
shall have subdued the Powers of Darkness. The true 
end of the conflict of the Incarnation is not attained 
until Christ shall come to be glorified in His saints. 

Ps. 131. speaks with the tranquillity of holy confidence, 
not demanding great evidences of God's fellowship, but 
resting with satisfaction on God's will. 
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Ps. 132. pleads before God the glory of the Incarnate 
Presence, symbolized by the Ark of the Old Covenant. 
God Himself has come to dwell among His people. 
He is the Son of David to be enthroned upon Mount 
Zion, and the priestly ministrations have their virtue 
from Him who wears the living mitre of mediatorial 
royalty. 

Ps. 133. exclaims at the vision of delight by reason of 
the outpouring of Divine love which ascends to Heaven 
with fragrance from the earth, binding all Christ's Body 
in one, descending also to the earthly worshippers with 
all the wealth of earth, as dew that falls on God's chosen 
people hallowed by heavenly benediction. 

Ps. 134. closes the series with another exclamation of 
delight, calling upon the Heavenly Host, as they have 
witnessed our pilgrimage in the world of darkness, to 
praise God for the accomplishment of all holy desires by 
tha glorification of God in man. The true Temple, the 
sanctuary of God, is made manifest, and this is the end 
for which God created Heaven and earth. 



Ps. [35. is the Psalm of the Presence Chamber. 

Ps. 119. spoke of the law, which was to bring us to 
Christ. It was like the long road upon an earthly 
journey leading to the foot of the hill. 

The Psalms of Ascent portray the spiritual experi- 
ences wherewith we climb the heavenly height. 

Ps. 135- finds us rejoicing in that broad and level 
plain of which the Psalmist has spoken more than once. 
We have reached the high table-land of heavenly 
promise, the Presence Chamber of the great King. 

JAM, Adonai (verse g), Messiah, is above all gnds. His 
government of the world is to find its consummation in 
this welcome of His saints. 

Physical nature, the very winds, obey His will. 
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Pharaoh and the Canaanitish kings show how the powers 
ofa hostile world must perish and their glory shall be 
given to His servants. All false religions perish with no 
profit to the worshippers. Zion is the home of praise 
where the faithful are being nurtured in the covenant of 
the Jiving God. His personal majesty welcomes them 
to Himself with love in the heavenly Jerusalem, whither 
they ascend. 

Ps. 118. chanted of the triumph of Jaii, and the 
opening of the gates. 

These seventeen Psalms (Pss. 119.-135) are the 
jubilant song, as of the multitude pressing onward 
through the opened gate, and following their triumphant 
Leader mto the City of God. It is the blessed "pro- 
cession with the voice of joy and thanksgiving the 
multitude of them that keep holy day " (Ps. 42. 5) 

One more Quindecad, to give utterance to the con- 
summation of delight! 

PSALM 120. 

THE CHILD OF PEACF IN THE LAND OF THE ENEMV 

Gradual I 

A Song of A stents 

Consider the evil condition of the soul subject to the falsity of the 
great accuser, but contemplate the wrath of God ready to fall on 
J» Satan while we are here overwhelms us with temptations 
and ca ummcs. God who calls us in the Way of Life to ascend ,0 
Himself w.ll execute vengeance upon him. The Mighty God shall 
be our avenger Meshech, the natural man, and Kedar, he 
Apostate, the Ishmaehte son of Abraham, hold down the heirs of 
thespmtual K.ngdom. Violence and falsehood must be met by 
gentleness and truth in the Spirit of Christ 

As Rom.vii -prepares for the follow! ng chapters, so Ps. im for the 
Psalms wh.cn follow. We must learn the weariness of the wor d 
in order to press onward to escape. The world cannot be changed. 
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Wc have to seek peace in the heavenly Jerusalem. But there is 
nothing which stimulates the world to war so much as the mention 
of heavenly peace. 

THE PREDESTINED HUMANITY IN THE BONDAGE OF 
THE FLESH 

Unto the Lord, with sorrow nigh, 
I raised my voice. He gave reply. 

2 Lord, free my soul from lips of lies, 
The tongue that speaks in guileful wise. 

Tke suffering of the Sen of Cod, the incarnate Truth, in a world of falsehood, 

3 What shall be given as Thy reward, 
Thou tongue of guile ? Thy hire record. 

4 Arrows of might, right sharply shot, 
And coals with burning fury hot. 

The punishment awaiting- tilt: ruorftt. 

5 O woe I As Meshech 's guest I'm found ! 
I dwell with Kedar's tents around. 

Lamentation amidst continual bondage. 

6 Long dwells my soul without release 
Enslaved to him that hatcth peace ! 

7 I call for peace ! Rut if i spake, 

They quick for war their part would take. 

The world's rejection of the message of peace. 



PSALM 121. 
THE HOME OF HEAVENLV HOPE 
Gradual II 

A Song of Ascents 

Look to the everlasting dills! There Jesus is building up His 
Church. There He is preparing a place for Thee. Thence it is 
that He sends down the Holy Ghost with continual gifts of that 
peace which passeth understanding. So He helps us with His 
Right Hand, that we may walk along the Way of Life. That way 
is not on the level of earth. " I will make my mountains a way." 
Heavenly help is given that we may go forward in the heavenly 
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life. The Holy Ghost comes "from-with the Lord." He is the 
Consubstantial Spirit, not inferior to the Father, but abiding per- 
sonally with the Father and the Son. He is now coming to thee 
by a continual Procession, quickening the Church, ever since the 
day of Pentecost. The Church may undergo periods of darkness 
when all seems to sleep, all except powers of evil ; but the Divine 
Presence sleeps not. He is personally guarding His Church 
amidst all dangers and evils. Amidst the sunlight of a false 
civilization and the moonlight of a defective Christianity, He will 
keep His people alive until the day of His glorious appearing. 
Satan and his angels are strong to assail, but greater is He that is 
in us than he that is in the world. His help is sl ,re and all- 
sufficing, hut we must look up for it that we may appropriate it. 

THE PREDESTINED HUMANITY* IN THE EXPECTATION OE 
DIVINE HELP 

Unto the hills I lift mine eyes I 
Thence will my needed help arise— 

2 Help from the Presence of the Lord, 
Maker of Heaven and earth adorU 

wiJnivZXwr"'^ 1 **'''' 1 ""' ""'* " m ' /r "'" tkt throne a/ God helps l/h flea/tie 

3 My feet from stumbling He will keep : 
Yea, He that guards thee will not sleep. 

4 Sinks not in sleep, nor slumbers He, 
Still guarding Israel watchfully. 

r*i manhood oj Christ sttePs in the death of the Badv, but not in His Divine Person 
In rial,,, 3 . m !ay iMn {g sUrji AWfri* last occurrence) He strefts no mart. 

5 The Lord shall guard thee, strong to aid, 
The Lord on thy right hand, thy shade. 

6 Thee ne'er by day the sun shall smite, 
Nay, nor the baneful moon by night. 

Tht Humanity is at Cads Right WW in diary. Cad is ,m Hi, Right Hand by 
the power oj Cracr. J 

7 The Lord shall keep thee safe from wrong, 
Shall keep thy soul, though foes be strong. 

8 Thy going out, thy coming in 

The Lord shall keep, til! endless life begin. 

^ CWl help in daily actians, out abaveatl, in leaving the world and Mfcnuitf in 
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PSALM 123. 

THE RErOSE OF THE SAINTS 

Gradual III 

A Song of Ascents. David's 

O THE transport of delight, to stand in the gates of Jerusalem! 
The undivided joy of the saints gathered together upon the 
heavenly hills ! Jerusalem built up in unity of living consciousness 
by the power of the Holy Ghost I All baptized into the one great 
Name, partakers of the Etern:tl Sonship in the Body of Christ ! 
The ruins of the earthly covenant have been quickened into a new 
organic life of indestructible unity I The thrones of Apostolic 
grace encircle the Great White Throne of the Divine Redeemer 
and partake of His life. The twelve lions of Solomon's throne 
live with (he glory of the Lion of the tribe of J tidah. The Lamb that 
was slain reigns in Salem with the righteousness of God. Me is 
the Lord of Powers. He is the Mediator of Peace. The city is a 
Temple. Thither the faithful come up, and each soul must pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem. Each and all rejoicing in one joy! 
The Temple, the House of the Lord, is the Body of Christ. All 
are created for the manifestation of His glory, and He who is the 
image of (he Father's brightness is the life and joy of every one. 



THE PREDESTINED HUMANITY IN THE JOY OF Till-; 
SANCTUARY 

I thrill'd with joy to bear them say, 
We'll go to the Lord's House to-day. 

2 Out feet their standing place can claim 
Within thy gates, Jerusalem ! 

3 Jerusalem, well built thou art, 
City welt-girt in every part. 

4 Thither come up the tribes from far, 
Witness of Israel, tribes of Jaii ! 

To thank the Lord's Name, there I hey are 

5 For there are set the judgement thrones, 
Thrones Which the house of David owns. 

6 Peace of Jerusalem ! Blest prayer ! 
How prosperously thy lovers fare ! 
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J Thy forceful towers let peace possess, 
And prospurous wealth each palace bless ! 

8 For brethren's sake and comrades' glee 
My heart speaks out—" Peace be in thee ! " 

9 Our Lord God's House ! For that blest claim 
I seek that good may bless thy Name. 

11 Where I am, there s hatt ye be tike" Joy of the redeemed in the resurrection. 
The twenty-four thrones along with the Lisrttb. u My peace I give unto you," The 
peace of Cod is the strength of the Church in her conjiicl with the world. The indi- 
vidual soul loses self consciousness in the Divine joy of the Communion of Saints. 



PSALM 123. 
WAITING FOR GOD'S MERCY 
Gradual IV 

A Song of Ascents 

Jerusalem, the peace of Jerusalem, this is but an empty name 
unless there be personal fellowship with the King. " What avails it, 
if 1 see not the King's l r ace?" Moses longed to see God's Glory. 
The Apostles longed to see the Father. God can only be seen by 
love. The measure of love is the measure of sight, " If a man love 
Me he will keep My words, and My Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him and make our abode with him." So does Jesus 
manifest Himself to us and not unlo the world. It is to this 
perfect vision of love that the pilgrim citizens are pressing forward. 
In ail sacramental ordinances we must seek no mere abstract gift 
of grace, but personal manifestation of Jesus to our souls. Heaven 
opened 1 Jesus at the Right Hand of God ! Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit I So we own Him as Master. So we feel His welcome. 
So we reciprocate His love. Servants appeal to their Master- 
individuals to their King. The maiden appeals to her mistress— 
the Church to the sacred Humanity of her Bridegroom. In the 
fellowship of His Mediatorial Incarnation, she beholds Him en- 
throned on high, both Lord and Christ. 

As He was despised on earth, so must we expect to be if we are 
really so living true to Him as to behold Him and reach out to His 
embrace. The pride of Kedar mars our outward peace, but the 
sweet haven of His love fills us with joy. 
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THE PREDESTINED HUMANITY IN THE SECURITY OF 
DIVINE SERVICE 

Ev'n to Thyself I lift my suppliant eye, ^ . 

Enthroned supreme in Heav'n's own majesty . 
2 Lo ! servants' eyes look to their Master's band, 
A maiden's eyes to her that has command ! 
Gazing unto the Lord our God we stand, 
Until to us His graciousness expand. 

The individual soul cited in the fellowship of the Church. U personal knowledge 
of Jesus in His glory, 

1 O Lord, he gracious, gracious, we entreat ! 
So sore despised are we, yea, more than meet . 

4 More than enough our soul doth long endure 
The laughter of the men that dwell secure— 
We, the despised, while they, so proud, are sure. 

t t be demised *long «,ith Christ is the condition »f thoHng His grate. 

PSALM 124. 

THE ESCAPED BIRD 

GRADUAL V 

A Sang of Ascents. David's 

OUR help cometh from the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and earth, 

from-wHb Him, in His Name. The heavenly aliens may da,m 

Ste personal help. The people of the world canno 

What hey have comes from God, but it does not come w,th 
What tne) ^^ the 1)fe of ti0ll . 

The a at us as they did at Christ, but they could not take 

1 ne ? [?>,■? ___ ,- n tnev ours. M The Lord is on my side, I wilt 

SS^&^SaK me." Such must be the confidence 

StoSSm. The floods would have drowned us. 1 he upnsmgs 

o tir fa evil may assail the body. Evil spInU assad the soul 

We have to meet this twofold danger if we are pressing onward 

to God ^ God protects us on the way. The proud who rebel 

, rod must ncrish The humble seek Him and are safe. 

Svtd sn, ^ u Death is Satan's vicegerent, holding down 

3KKSE3 God. The snare is broken by the resurrection 

J C lit. We escape as a bird, for we have the wmgs of the 
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heavenly dove. Death does not come upon us by Cod's penalty 
but by Satan's tyranny. Our passage through death shows that 
God is on our side, and that Satan's tyranny is broken Death 
and hell must be cast into the lake of fire, and every one whose 
name is not written in the book of life. 

THE PREDESTINED HUMANITY IN ESCAPE FROM THE 
WATERS OF THE GRAVE 

But for the Lord who was for us— 
Let Israel speak, exulting thus— 

2 But that for us the Lord was found, 
When man against us rose around, 

3 Surely they'd swallow'd us alive, 
In angry mood so hot to strive : 

4 Surely the drowning flood would roll, 
A stream to desolate our soul ; 

5 Surely o'er us had roll'd a tide 

To whelm our sou!,— their surging pride.! 

6 Let blessing rise unto the Lord for aye I 
He gave us not unto their teeth a prey. 

7 A bird from snare escaped— our soul is free ! 
The snare is snapp'd : we 'scape to liberty. 

8 His Name we find our help, all-glorious Lord, 
Maker of Heav'n and earth, for aye adorM. 

ttoy to **fr* «, e.th , W ,W» **, 1& itspwtrftr tkm Wto tllJe in Christ 

FSALM 125. 

THE CITY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HER STABILITY 

(Gradual VI 

A Song of Ascents 

IF we would prosper in our pilgrimage, we must set our affections 
on things above. As citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem we must 
be looking forward to our true home. Hills enclose the earthly 
Jerusalem. The heavenly city built upon the Holy Hills is girt 
with the Divine love. They who cling to earth, ceasing- from their 
pilgrimage, and fearing its perils, forfeit their own place, hut cannot 
mar the destinies of that Holy City. The gates of hell assail the 
multitudes that are marching thither, but cannot prevail against 
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the City of Divine Righteousness. This is the "kingdom that 
cannot be moved." The typical city shall pass away. The initiatory 
covenant shall pass from those to whom it at first belonged. The 
mountain of earth shall be cast into the sea of the Gentiles Bui 
the covenant with David is sure. The throne of David shall rise 
triumphant in world-wide array and heavenly glory, having in it 
the life of the Eternal Word as a sure pledge of perpetuity. God's 
covenant fails not, even though man may fail. Whatever evils 
come upon the Church, there is within her a recuperative power, 
so that faithful soiils may always look up to God and find His 
strength. He will make His power to shine in the faithful, but 
He will purge out of His Kingdom everything that defileth. 

THE CITY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HER STABILITY 

Who trust the Lord, like Zion's hill, stand blest, 

Unshaken to eternity to rest. 

2 Jerusalem ! See hills close-girding round ' 

So round His people shall the Lord be found, 

Through all futurity's abyss profound ! 

The detiveranrc at the snints is tfarvot.* The fraee whfrh is in Jentsatent is 
the fVare of lied, wherein the Church abides. \ t Y<tfhinjc enn disturb iV. 



if rive 'ranee Of t/ie snints is c(e*-nrU,\ / He 
afu'od, wherein the Church abides. [Xothin 

i No wicked rod shall rest oil righ 



3 No wickett rod shall rest 0S1 righteous land, 
Lest righteous folk to malice give their hand. 

The righteaus htirre nathinfr ta fear from the ungodly. 

4 Lord, on the good make Thou Thy goodness shine- 
On those whose upright hearts are true to Thine. 

5 All who in crooked wanderings turn aside 
With villain-workers shall the Lord deride : 
Hut changeless peace on Israel shall abide. 

The goodness wherein they th>ed is the jay wherein ta they are welcomed- 



PSALM 126. 

WEEPING AND REAPING 

Gradual VI I 

A Song "J Ascents 

ZtON is secure ! The promises cannot fail ! Hut oh ! how little 
do we realize the security and the greatness of those promises ! 
What shall the consummation of them be when the risen saints 
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are g ather e d will, Christ into the heavenly glory . We «t 

SB to ?r * ™ «* way, but „o EL? a Jjyj 

the realty which awa.ts , ls . When the Lord brings us 2 f on 
Satan s captmty, what a dream it will seem 1 ffflE be re To 

, 3J ££ t ; 7f "^ bUt S,rCnt ' ,hen US With -cumula, ng 
wh congee "&VTl "'7 ™* f* ^^ ™ d «»« 

Ahrah a r:t,ra PP e a Hn'r h f I:; 1 r„t ay ,; vhcn th , e secd * f 

God shall welcome His Son from the struggle of ear „ « ' H ,h,,' 

THE CITV OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HER DELIVERANCE 

When the Lord turned to Zion's turning host 
We were as men in dreamy transport lost. 
? Then laughter rWd our mouth with shouts of „ Iee , 
( >ur tongue rang out with jocund ecstasy j 
The (.entiles* wondering watchword could but be, 
The Lord with these hath wrought right mighti v" 

3 R.gh» .mghtily with us the Lord Lb Su 
O what rejoicers were we at the thought ! 

The rttumf nm Bafyhn anticipates the return *t ,k 

4 Lord, turn our captives ! Still the thought must cheer- 
I" southern drought what sudden streams appear 

5 Who sow , n tears with shouts of joy shall reap 

6 Ke goes-goes, weeping-seed's rich boon to cast ■ 

He comes, he comes with shouts, and sheaves' glad wealth 
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PSALM 127. 

LIFELESS WORK AND FRUITFUL LIFE 

Graihfai. VIM 1 

A Smijraj' Assents. Solomon's 

Not perhaps written by Solomon, hut referring to him as JrdMmta, 
the loved one. From him the City of Righteousness was to grow. 
The Divine covenant of Messiah would be fulfilled in his offspring. 
Jehovah builds : not by human toil, hut in the heavens by Divine 
life. The Lord built Eve out nl Adam's body. He builds the 
Church out of the Body of Christ, Solomon's Temple must fall. 
Solomon's Child shall live for ever in the multitude of the redeemed. 
The promise of wisdom was given to Solomon in a dream. The 
glory of another world was given to the Incarnate Son in (he sleep 
of death. His enemies thought to triumph over Him on Calvary. 
They shall be ashamed when He appears at the gale al the last, 
glorified in the perfected number of His saints, horn unlo Cod in 
Him. Meanwhile quietly He builds His Church. Not hy human 
energy and power. "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings He 
perfects His praise." He that keepeth Israel sleepeth not, though 
He may seem to take no notice. Blessed is the strength which 
Cod has blessed, the ministry made fruitful by His Spirit. Vain 
is all toil which looks to earthly means of power for its triumphs. 



THE CITV OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HER FRUITFULNESS 
AS THE LAMB'S RRIDK 

If the Lord build nut the dwelling 

Vainly builders toil thereon ; 
If the Lord guard not the city, 

Vainly wahes I lie garrison. 

Human fail can net*t'r afitst'tfiriMj- suites!* The Church is Ct&tli huititimj: 

2 Vainly do ye rise at morning — 

Late at night your vigils keep, 
Eating bread of weary labour! 

Nay !— He gives His loved one sleep. 

If lilt woutii haz'f the increase ivhich Chritt £li'ej w Tr'f must do ail our it'd/£ in tin' 
tranquillity of faith. 

VOL. II. 2 I 
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3 Lo I the Lord's own meed are children : 

Fruitful wombs lie gives as hire. 

4 Arrows in the hand of giant : — 

So are sons of youthful fire. 

All vital development it God's gift, 

5 H appy be the strong man reckon'd, 

If such quiver's wealth he knows. 
Shame shall never be upon them : 
In the £,r>ie 'hey brave their foes. 

A lift fruitful tkrmtgk grace shall be glorious to Eternity. 



PSALM 128. 

THE BLESSING OF ABIDING PEACE 

Gradual IX 

A Seng of Ascents 

The fruit of the womb is God's gift. All the blessings of increase 
must be accepted as coming from Him. They that do no wicked- 
ness walk in His ways, the ways of pleasantness and peace. God's 
blessing enriches our toil but does not supersede it. We must 
work as befits our Divine Son ship for our Father's glory. So shall 
our lot indeed be blessed. " Whatsoever we ask, we receive of I Urn, 
because we keep His commandments and do that which is well- 
pleasing in His sight," As the Church is fruitful unto Christ, so is 
every work full of fruitfutness which is done with the vitality of 
the Divine Blessing, which holy obedience will always possess. 
Lifeless wealth is profitless. Earthly joys rise up to the heavenly 
joys which they symbolize, if they are hallowed by the fear of the 
Lord. 

Moreover, this joy is not merely individual. It is social. It is 
the joy of holy love. Its blessing spreads out to all Jerusalem. In 
the Communion of Saints the joy of each is the joy of all, and the 
universal joy is the common delight of all the members, joy it is, 
not like the joy of earth which soon must come to an end. It is 
the joy of eternity. We look forward for this joy to expand with 
continual increase during successive generations. The Blessed in 
Paradise rejoice in the extension of the grace of Christ as the 
number of His elect becomes perfected. This joy survives all 
earthly consciousness, It is the joy of eternal life. 
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THE CITY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HER PERPETU1TV 

Happy who fears the Lord ! Yea 1 He 
Walks in His ways obediently. 

2 Thy bands have reap'd thee ample food : 
Happy thy lot with every good ! 

3 Thy wife a fruitful vine appears, 
Which in thy courts its beauty rears : 
Like suckers which the olive bears, 

A group of sons thy table cheers. 

4 Lo I Blessings thus on him be pour'd, 
The strong man, fearing well the Lord ! 

5 The Lord from Zion blesseth thee, 
Through all the days of life to see 
Jerusalem's prosperity,— 

6 To see thy sons with sons abound ! 
Let Israel thus with peace be crown'd ! 

Humble obedience fruitful through Divine power. The Divine strength of humble 
obedience. The perpetuity of its results. 



PSALM 129. 

THE WASTER OF GOD'S PEOPLE WITHERING AWAY 

Gradual X 

A Sons; of Aiftnti 

The first five of the Gradual Psalms closed with an expression 
of acknowledgement attributed to Israel that God's Presence alone 
could save them. So now the second quintad closes with the 
utterance of judgement against their troublers, and this is put into 
the mouth of Israel — " Let Israel now say." 

This Psalm refers to all past suffering from the days of Egypt, 
The blessing of God has rested upon the First-born, and therefore 
none has prevailed against Israel. 

As with the nation, so with the individual. We must look back 
and see how God has preserved us. The assaults of man should 
awaken, not our complaints against our fellow-men, but our thank- 
fulness to God. 

They strove to cover my body with stripes, but God cut their 
cords and I am free. 

Cords of sorrow ! Cords of sin 1 
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The enemy hates 7-ion because Zion is God's true home. If I 
would know peace in God, 1 must be prepared for every scourge 
whereby the powers of evil who hate God will assail me, God will 
turn them back ashamed. They shall be as grass growing upon 
the housetop, bright for a moment but quickly withered. The 
lives of these men pass away in fruitless toil. There is no brotherly 
love, no joy in God's fatherly benediction, no hope of spiritual 
increase- Israel rises from shame to blessing, but these pass from 
popular applause to worthlessness in death. 

THE CITV OF RIGHTEOUSNESS VINDICATED BV DIVINE 
JUDGEMENT UPON ALL HER ENEMIES 

Oft have they troubled me from youth's first days — 
So seems it in sad plaint that Israel says — 

2 Yea, oft from youth's first days have troubled me, 

But never wholly won their victory. , 

3 Upon my back the ploughers drove their plough, 
Furrowing my back with long, long stripes of woe. 

4 But lo ! the righteous Lord, in twain hath snapp'd 
The cords wherewith the wicked hath entrapp'd. 

The Church of God has a life oj continual trouble at the world's hand t hit never 
wholly perishes. Jerusalem was subjected tit more overthrows than any ether city. It 
is the law of Christ's Body. The long furrows. The word used in the Psalter only of 
the length of Gad's forbearance and of Divine Eternity. 

5 All who on Zion look with scornful hate, — 
Let shame and hack- turn 'tl terror be their fate ! 

6 Be they as housetop grass, whose worthless sprout, 
Ere one can pluck it, withers in the drought ; 

7 Flung off as worthless from the reaper's hand ; 
Flung from the lap when binders twist the band ! 

8 No friendly passers' greeting be address'd — 
"The blessing of the Lord upon you rest ! 
In the Lord's Name we bid you to be blest." 

'Those -who have rejected Christ's blessing have none to bless them. Their death is 
not precious in the sight of the Lord, The angels do not bind them as the sheai'cs of the 
Lord. The homage of worldly prai\e is hushed. The mortals of earth have no blessing 
/.> give iff that day. 
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PSALM 130. 

WAILING AND WAITING 

Gradual XI 

Penitential VI 

A Song of Ascents 

PAST deliverance and yet increasing trouble ! Such is the history 
of God's people. A fresh descent is the preparation for each step 
of upward progress. Grace given must be proved by trial if wc 
are to look for increase of grace. Peace upon Israel is a state or 
war with all outside. 

Out of the deep I call! But in the deep I am not alone. The 
Son of God has come down to the deep of my sorrow, and the in- 
dividuality of my joy must expand in the fellowship of Jerusalem. So 
also the individuality of my sorrow must be merged in the Passion or 
the Incarnate God. There is no ascent to that joy but through the 
gateway of that sorrow. In the Hassion we ^earn the intensity of 
(he struggle with sin, the Divine character of the triumphant 
exodus, the reality of the pardon which God gives, the eternity of 
redemption perfected in the Holy Ghost By entering into this 
struggle of our sinful race, the Incarnate God calls us round Him- 
self and gives us hope, but that very hope makes us fear. As it 
destroys despondency, so it necessitates effort in the fellowship of 
love. In penitence there must he gratitude and fear. There must 
be hope not merely to be lifted out of the deep of sorrow, but lo 
rise out of the deep of sin. It were not enough to rise up to be 
with God, unless we rise up to be like Him and see Him as He is. 
We are the children of the day. We do not watch merely for a 
morning whose brightness shall fill the world wherein our labour 
lies. We watch for a belter morning arising in our hearts and 
strengthening us to act in the light of the eternal life whereby God 
dwells in us and all our works are wrought in Him. 

GOD HUMBLING HIMSELF TO BECOME INCARNATE FOR 
MAN'S REDEMPTION 

Out of the depths I call, O Lord, to Thee : 
2 List, Master,' to my cry ! 

Let Thine attentive ears be nigh, 
My cry for grace ascending high. 

The Incarnate Son appeals from the depth of our nature ivhich was bouud fry 
Satan. The wonder which Ahaz was invited to ash. 
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3 O Jah, if Thou iniquity dost brand, 

Master, 2 who can stand ? 

4 For pardon is Thine own prerogative : 

Thus in Thy fear men live. 

5 I hope ! my soul's true hope is in the Lord I 

1 wait for His sure Word, 

6 With soul toward the Master' upward borne, 
More than when morning watchers watch for morn. 

// is the Ward mho firings the redemption* 

j Thus waiting, to the Lord let Israel flee, 
For treasured with the Lord shall mercy be : 
Redemption for His people copiously ! 

8 Redemption He to Israel will give, 
From all iniquity to make him live. 

The Redeemer will set us fret. 



PSALM 131. 

THE TRUSTFUL WEANLING 

Gradual XII 

A Song oj Ascents, David's 

ASSOCIATE thyself with thy Saviour in His humiliation. God's 
works are very gradual in their development, and have their com- 
mencement in living germs which we cannot detect. Our growth 
in spiritual apprehension must be akin to this law. The loving 
acceptance of Divine truth does not startle the intelligence by any 
sudden gratification. The progress must be perpetual but im- 
perceptible. If we are looking up to God and seeking to do His 
will, He will reveal His truth to us with increasing power, but He 
will not do our will, if we are seeking to know what He has not 
revealed or to limit by the measure of our apprehension what may 
be the scope of His revelation and His promises. Seek the lowli- 
ness of grace and thou shalt find the exaltation of glory. " He that 
is mighty will do to thee great things" if thou acknowledge the 
nothingness of thy low estate. He whose Name is mystery will 
make His mysteries known to thee, if thou art content not to seek 
the mysteries but to live >n the meekness of His Incarnation. 
The natural heart is fretful in its quest of truth, but the spiritual 
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must be weaned from earthly impatience, restful in God's love, 
accepting what God gives. Sweet is the patience of hope, dear to 
God, full of blessing to men. Dwarf not thy desires, but let a 
Divine contentedness purify them from the ferment and scum of 
earthly self-will. Thou canst receive nothing from God except in 
proportion to the integrity and simplicity wherewith thou givest 
thyself to Him. Wait upon Him with constant joy, and eternity 
will not exhaust the fulness of blessing which He will give thee in 
H imself. 

GOD HUMBLING HIMSELF BV THE INCARNATION TO 
BEAR THE DISCIPLINE OF EARTHLY LIFE 

No high heart mine, O Lord ! No lofty gaze ! 
No proud pursuit of great mysterious ways ! 

2 Soothed, hush'd, like weanling on a mother's breast, 
My weanling soul thus sinks on me to rest. 

3 Thus waiting, to the Lord let Israel flee, 

Now and eternally. 

The human soul of Christ rests tranquilly vj>en His Divine Person, 
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THE ENTHRONEMENT OF THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 

Gradual XIII 

The benediction of David did not exhaust itself upon Solomon's 
Temple. It spreads onwards so as to rest upon the Catholic 
Church of Christ, the Temple of Christ's Body. Our appeals to 
Christ as David's Son derive all their force from the covenanted 
blessing to David which rests upon Christ and finds in Him its 
consummation. "All his trouble." Claim thy part therein. It 
was his by anticipation of Hi in that should be born of him. It 
must be thine, if thou art a member of the Crucified, so as to profit 
by the Passion. 

Praise God for the song of the angels at Bethlehem. We who 
were the wild woodland of heathenism have the ark of God dwell- 
ing among us. The ark was brought into the Temple. We have 
to follow Jesus in His Passion. It is a march of glory. Thus 
come we to the heavenly heights, a continuous procession through 
the grave. We enter into the holiest with the Blood of Jesus, 
clothed with His righteousness, singing as the Spirit of Christ 
gives us utterance. The predestinating love of the eternal Sonshig 
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rests upon the Manhood which we bear within ourselves. Our 
prayers rise up with the claim of His all-sufficing merits. So does 
the earthly Zion rise to hea-enly glory, not by processional change 
ofplacefbut by spiritual development of inherent life and power. 
The promised Sprout of David's line shines and is glorified with the 
brightness of Him who is the Light of Light, the Consubstantial 
Son of the Father. 

THE INCARNATE GOD A PRIEST Ul'ON THE THRONE 
OF DAVID 

The Precentor 

For David, Lord, let mem'ry store 
All the afflictions which he bore, 
2 Who took his oath unto the Lord— 
His vow to Jacob's Tuissancc pour'd— 

"The tent, my home, I come not nigh, 

I climb not to my couch on high, 

I give no sleep mine eyes to close, 

Nor to my wearied lids repose, 

Till for the Lord a place 1 find, 
Dwellings where Jacob's Tuissance shall be shrined." 

The kvmilmtk** of tht Tasshn are the meritorious foundation of the reioard 
fit i«// not seek to enter into 11 h glo,y,vithoutfr.,t establish,*? tht cenvnant of /fit 
' hurch .that f.od may dwell here for iwn This He would do before He tf/ts n„,l toil 
smnmla tij* Ms Ascension. Jacoh's i<„i, Mn « i, «,/,-,„« over heavenly *#im,teu 
(Is. 78.) and infernal puissaneti (/\r. jfi.). 

Tin- People 

6 Heard in Epliratah was the sound, 
E'en as in Jair's fields we found ! 

7 Into His dwellings let us go, 
Hefore His footstool Sending low I 

Bethlehem tht place of the Nativity. 
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The Precentor 
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Rise here to rest, O Lord, at length, 
Thou and the ark where bides Thy strength I 
Thy priests with righteousness be clad I 
With shouts of joy Thy saints be glad ! 
l'l edged to Thy servant David stay ! 
O turn not Thou Thy Christ's dear Face away ! 

Thtfwhh covenant te»a ImW&W one of fiifrimage. The Christie,, covenan- 
ts the restfulness of an eternal Home. 
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The Divine Oath 

The Lord in truth to David sware, 

Nor turns from what 1 1 is words declare. 

Fruit which thy body shall beget 

Upon thy throne I'll firmly set. 

If but thy sons My covenant bold, 

My testimonies duly told, 

Their sons when countless years have roll'd 

Shall sit where thou wast throned of old. 

choice of David an eternal Predestination. All memlcrs of Christ are sons of 
The f>erfetnity of his natural offspring conditional upon their Atifhfitlncss. 

The Chorus 

The Lord in Zion chose to come : 

He hath longed for Lbis to be His Home ! 

Divine Benediction continued 
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14 To countless years My rest it is ! 

My Homestead ! yea ! 1 long'd for this ! 

15 Rich blessings on her store I'll shed, 
And satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 I'll bring her priests salvation's vest ! 
Her saints in shouts of joy be blest ! 

17 There David's horn I'll make 10 sprout : 

My Christ's trimm'd lamp shall nought put out, 
t8 I'll vest her foes in shameful gloom: 
His mitre on Himself for aye shall bloom. 

Zion lifted up to spiritual glory. Ear fitly ordinances filed ?oith h.'aimly power. 
The Breatl of Heaven for poor mortal tnan. The horn, the supernatural Sprout of 
L>avia"s line. It shines vtilh the inalienable- L ight of Light, lie is King mid Triest. 
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THE UNITY OF DIVINE LOVE 

Gradual XIV 

A Song of Ascents. David's 

TilK ark is in the Temple! See now how the Temple expands. 
The whole city is the Temple of the Lord I All its stones glow 
with the flush of the Divine life. Coming to Him who is the 
Living Stone, " we all as lively stones are built up for the 
habitation of God by the Spirit" (1 Pel. it. 5 I Eph. ii. 22). 
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Recognize the heavenly unction, renewed and developed within 
thyself by the sacraments of grace. The unction on Aaron's head 
flowed over his heard and made his raiment fragrant. Christ is the 
Head. The beard represents His manhood sacramentally ex- 
tended. The saints are His clothing, His mystical liody. The 
fine linen is the robe of sainthood. He is not seen distinct from 
those in whom He dwells, nor they from Him. The beard hides 
the neck-band of earthly initiation. The Humanity of the 
Incarnate Word spreads over us with bright joy. Christ in His 
completeness is the predestined object of Divine Love, the offspring 
of earth glorious with heavenly delight. This is the eternal Son 
typified in the Patriarchs' blessing by the odorous sweetness of a 
field which the Lord hath blessed (Gen. xxvii. 27). 

As the dews of Hermon are carried in clouds to refresh with 
showers the parched steep of God's chosen Hill, so does God who 
pours His Spirit from on high make outward things also to 
minister to the purposes of His Providence, and earth's barren, 
fleeting wealth is made to minister to the building up of His Holy 
City. 



THE INCARNATE SON GATHERING THE PEOPLE INTO 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE DIVINE UNCTION 

Behold, how good the sight, sweet benison, 

The Home where L. clliren bide, and all are one ! 

2 Like the good oil which, pourM upon the head, 
Down to the beard its flowing fragrance shed, 
Yea, Aaron's beard which, sweetly hallowed, 

O'er his robe's mouth with flowing reverence spread. 

3 Like moisture borne to Hcav'n from Ilermon's snows, 
Which falls in kindly showers on Zion's brows. 

The order'd blessing there the Lord bestows, 
Life whose blest power th' eternal myst'ry knows. 

The unify of the Church by rraion of the eternal Xfiirit reeei-vd /rem Christ, the 
Head, The fm/trs 0/ the earth 1. .,11 minister Hie Herman 6> the lowly people of Cod. 
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PSALM t34. 

THE BENEDICTORY WELCOME OF THE PILGRIMS 

Gradual XV 

A Song of Ascents 

We are pilgrims of the night. Think of the Heavenly Host praising 
God all the while in the brightness of the day. We are the 
children of that day, though for a time the darkness of earth holds 
us down. Jerusalem on high has the glory of God, and the Lamb 
is the illuminating principle. We must seek to have our blindness 
enlightened by His grace. We must rise from the darkness which 
binds us down, to consider the glory of those who have never felt 
our dark bondage, but who are waiting for our redemption to gain 
the full glory of that Light wherein they dwell. The pilgrims of 
earth are full of interest to them as they watch the glory of God 
working in us, and look to have His manifold wisdom made known 
to them by our exaltation to a glory greater than their own. 

Oh ! how would our despondency vanish, if we could hear the 
shouts of angels on the river's bank praising God throughout the 
hipse of centuries, as the Church comes forth from the dangers or 
her course, and each individual is rescued from the midst of tempta- 
tions which had nearly engulfed the soul. 

They praise the Lord who dwells in Zion, ami witness the secure 
fulfilment of His promises. lie is the Maker of Heaven and earth, 
the Lord of angels, and the Saviour of men. They, and we, come 
forth from one will, rest in one keeping, rejoice in one love, wait h 
fur one consummation of destiny. Zion is the radiating centre of 
blessings, wherein they themselves shall live eternally. 

THE INCARNATE GOD ENTHRONED AMIDST THE 
ACCLAMATIONS OF THE HEAVENLY HIERARCHY 

Lo ! all who serve the Lord, bless ye the Lord ! 
Who stand in the Lord's House for nightly word ! 

2 Lift up your hands in holiness, 

With rightful praise the Lord to bless ! 

The Temple 0/ Christ's glsrificd liotty. The night-season a/our earthly expectation, 

3 The Lord from Zion grant thee to be blest, 
Maker of Heav'n and earth by all confest ! 

The faicarnafe Son enthroned in Zion, (he Giver of alt blessing. 
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PSALM 135. 
WAKING TO LIFE IN GOD'S PRAISE 
Ham.eluvah X 

WHAT will it be to wake up to life? What will lire be? It will be 

the praise of God in communion with all the blessed who Jive in 
His praise ! 

In this Psalm of the Presence Chamber, where Jah is seen 
reigning in the heavenly Jerusalem, we cannot help noticing the 
triplicity of utterance in which the Triune life, which sustains the 
worshipper, finds its expression by the power of the Holy Ghos! 
before the Presence of the Father, as manifested in His Incarnate 
and glorified Son. God appears Threefold in the mystery of corn- 
temptation, Threefold in the beneficence of nature, Threefold in 
the vengeance upon sin, Threefold in the covenant of grace, Three- 
fold as the object of worship. 

We begin with acall to the Heavenly Host to praise God. We 
end with a call to the Church of the redeemed to bless Him. 
Praise belongs to the angels who worship Him as their Creator. 
Blessing belongs to the Church of God, pouring forth His praise by 
the inspiration of Divine Love, as belonging to the Body of Christ. 

The Psalm ends witha Halleluyah which sums up all. 

The Name Jehovah occurs fifteen times, the number specially 
significant of Christ. 

J AH occurs three times in the first strophe. 

THE TRIUMniANT SONG OF THE PRESENCE CHAMBER 
JAH, the Lord in Heaven 

1 Hallei,UYAH 1 

Now let the Lord's Name' be with praise ador'd ! 
Give praises, O ye servants of the Lord I 

2 In the Lord's House your station fixt ye own, 
Courts of the House wherein our God is known. 

3 Praise J ah ! The Lord, so great in goodness found ! 
Extol with psalms His Name, 3 that sweetest sound ! 
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4 For Jah hath taken Jacob as His choice, 

Israel, His special wealth wherein He would rejoice ! 

Triple praise 9/ the Lard's Name. The name " Lerii" occurs fifteen limes. Jah, 
fekmiah, Jah (verses 3, 4). Jthooah, Adcnni, Jehovah (verses 5, 6). 



The Lord in Nature 

5 Vea, truly I know well, the Lord is great, — 
Our Master, past all gods in sovereign state ! 

6 All that the Lord delights in, He will do, 

In Heaven, in earth, in seas, in depths below, 

7 He makes the winds from earth's horizon rise, 
And for the rain the lightning flash supplies, 
Bringing the wind out of His treasuries. 

The Lord in History 

8 He smote th' Egyptian first-born, one and all ; 
Both man and beast beneath His sentence fall. 

9 Signs, portents— Mizraim !— through thy region weni, 
Which He on Pharaoh and his servants sent. 

10 The Gentile multitude His vengeance smote, 
And kings of serried power to slaughter brought. 

n So Sihon perish'd, Ammonitish king, 
And Og, the King of Bashan, following : 
All Canaan's kings their suppliant homage bring, 

12 Their land for a possession sure He gave ! 
Israel, His people, that possession have! 

The Lord of Spiritual Life 

13 O Lord," Thy Name" eternal shall endure : 
O Lord, 1 ' Thy memory lasts for ages sure? 

14 Surely the Lord" His people will redress, 
His servants with relenting love tobl^ss ! 

15 Idols, to which the Gentiles bend in prayer, 
Are gold and silver, framed by human care ! 

16 O voiceless mouths ! Eyes without power of sight ! 

17 Unhealing ears I Mouths void of breath's delight! 

18 Such also are the men by whom they're made 1 
So senseless all who trust in them for aid ! 
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The Covenant Lord 

19 But ye, O House ' or Israel, bless the Lord * ! 
O House 5 of Aaron, ye must bless the Lord h ' 

20 O House 3 of Levi, ye must bless the Lord'! 

The Universal Lord making Jerusalem a Blessing to Alt 
Who feat the Lord, 1 al! ye must bless the Lord* I 

21 Blest be the Lord 3 of Zion's thankful race. 
Who makes Jerusalem His dwelling-place I 
Halleluyah. 



FIFTH QUINDECAD 

Psalms 1 36.-150. 

THE CONSUMMATION OF ALL THLNGS. r RE FA TORY 

Ps. 136. is the Great Hallcl, the joy of the redeemed, 
uttering itself in triplets of praise to God for all that 
He has done. 

"The Lord God omnipotent reigneth " (Rev. xix. 6). 

Ps. 137. is the solemn chaimt of victory over evil. 
Babylon is fallen, Edom must share her doom, and 
Edom signifies the carnal Judaism. 

" Rejoice over her, thou Heaven, and ye holy Apostles 
and prophets ; for God hath avenged you on her " 
(Rev. xviii. 20). 



A n Octave of Davidic Psalms 

Ps. 138. — In this Magnificat David praises God, for 
the fulfilment of blessing surpasses the promise. The 
exaltation of the Son of David in Divine Glory, the 
glorification of the Father by manifesting His Son 
as the Redeemer triumphant in the flesh, is a mystery 
which man could not have conceived, but now "every 
tongue must confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father" (Phil. ii. r 1). 

Ps. 139. sets forth the corresponding truth of the 
reality of the human nature of the Incarnate God, 
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Messiah comes not to do His own will, but the will 
of the Father who has sent Him. He comes to work 
out a predestined law of life. The darkness of earth 
into which Fie comes does not separate Him from the 
Father. God prepared Him in the womb to do battle 
with the evil one. All God's enemies are His own 
enemies. He comes in the strength of God to fight 
them all, and God knows that His human will is wholly 
true to His Divine mission. 

Ps. 140. is the prayer of the Seed of the woman to 
be protected, although the seed of the serpent assail 
Him with the poison of asps. God will establish Him 
in His own Presence, and His redeemed people, the 
upright, shall sit with Him upon His throne. Observe 
that this Psalm is complementary to Ps. 10. The work 
of Antichrist, in the subtle, r secret, fraudulent and violent 
oppression of the poor, is followed by the exultation 
of the poor and the overthrow of the man of the earth 
for ever. 

Ps. 141. is an evening Psalm, a contemplation of death, 
even the death of the Cross, whereon the Redeemer's 
Hands should be lifted up, The faithful are seen 
in their distress. Their bones scattered in death upon 
the earth seem to be cast away, but they are the 
seed of a new harvest. God will keep the soul of 
His servant as He passes through Sheol. He is the 
true " Hebrew" crossing the greater Jordan. 

Ps. [42. is the utterance of the Soul of Christ in 
this world of darkness. As the last Psalm spoke of 
deadness of the body, so this speaks of the soul, not 
however as if the soul of Christ suffered in hell. In the 
contemplation of hell through which He has to pass He 
recognizes the necessity of the Divine manifestation to 
be His sustaining principle of life, and this has to be 
.called forth by prayer. So lie looks for God to bring 
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Him out of prison. That power which was hidden 
during His imprisonment in the flesh upon the earth 
will be manifest in His Soul, making it triumphant 
when He goes down into Sheol. 

Ps. 143. deprecates the penalty which belongs to Him 
naturally in that He has identified Himself with the 
mass of fallen humanity, taking upon Himself the likeness 
of sinful flesh. No man can be justified before God, 
but He claims deliverance for God's very righteousness 
and for His Name's sake, because He is always " led 
of the Spirit." He has come to do God's will. 

Ps. 144. is the Conqueror's song of joy, for He has 
achieved the assured victory over Satan for which man 
was created. This Psalm looks back to Ps. 8. and Ps. 18, 
the Psalms of man's predestination and of Messiah's 
deliverance. Its relation to Ps. 143. is like that of Ps, 
8. to Ps 7. In this new song the Psalter finds its 
culminating joy. It ends with a double blessing. We 
contemplate a new Heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwells the righteousness of the Covenant God. 

Halleluyatic Pentateuch 

Ps 146. — Ilalleluyah to the King of Zion, who is no 
mere child of clay, but the Creator of Heaven and 
earth, manifesting Himself in the healing of all griefs 
and all diseases among the people. 

Ps. 147.— Halleluyah to Him who gathers together 
the scattered hosts of Israel, building up the New-'' 
Jerusalem. He knows the stars of heaven with in- 
dividual knowledge, and provides for the needs of all 
the beasts upon the mountains, manifesting Himself by 
His Word unto Jacob. The very winds and the waters 
obey Him. 

Ps. 148. — Halleluyah from the sevenfold intelligences 
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of Heaven, gathered up In an octave of praise to the 
Creator of the renovated universe, and also from all 
earthly powers, to acknowledge Him as the Redeemer, 
for He is come in the power of the Divine Name to 
raise up a horn of salvation, that His people, the 
sons of Israel, may give Him the praise which belongs 
to their nearness to Him in the new life. 

Ps. 149. — Halleluyah from the saints thus brought near 
to Him, lifted up into the fellowship of His glory. They 
rejoice in the salvation for which they have meekly 
waited. They will execute vengeance upon the re- 
bellious spirits of pride. 

Ps. 150. Halleluyah in tenfold utterance from the 
perfected universe as a mighty decachord of sanctity, 
moved by the indwelling Spirit of Life. 



PSALM 136. 

ABSORPTION IN GOD'S ETERNAL GOODNESS 

This Psalm is to be distinguished from the Egyptian Mallei, but it 
completes it. The Ascension of the Mediator, the First-born of 
God, as celebrated in Ps. 1 10., is followed by the two preparatory 
Alphabetical Psalms, while the six which come next constitute the 
technical Mallei of the Passover. The new exodus leads onward to 
the world-wide invitation and the consecration of the sanctuary. 
*' The way of life" in Ps. 119. brings us to the feet of the heavenly 
staircase, and by the fifteen Psalms of Ascent the pilgrim rises to 
the heavenly Presence Chamber. We have returned to the City of 
Peace from the earthly Babylon. A Psalm of triplets with con- 
tinuous refrain is now provided to set forth God's praise. This 
great Mallei is the first of fifteen Psalms in which earthly worship 
rises to share the glory of the eternal. 

Thus we rejoice to worship Jehovah in Mis own eternal life and 
in His sovereign relationship to all the powers which Me has 
created in Heaven and earth. 

He is the Creator of the earth and of the laws of space. lie is 
the Creator of the starry hosts throughout the realms of space as 
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well as of this planetary system which is immediately manifest to 
ourselves. 

Me is the Redeemer of Israel, destroying the bondage of our 
earthly darkness. He lifts us upward by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and feeds us with the Bread of Heaven. 

The praise of God is the life of Heaven. It must he our strength 
upon the earth. 

THE GREAT HALLEL 

1 O thank the Lord, supreme in goodness shown, 

With mercy evermore ! 

2 O lhank the God, who reigns midst gods alone, 

With mercy evermore ! 

3 O thank the Master whom all masters own. 

With mercy evermore ! 

4 Who makes great marvels, all alone in might, 

With mercy evermore ! 

5 Who, wise in counsel, made the heavenly height, 

With mercy evermore ! 

6 Who o'er the waters spread the earth to sight, 

With mercy evermore ! 

Uosfs grvattLr.15 in ttrntitm. •ant Pny. ini Pay. 

7 Who makes great lights in heav'n's expanse to stay, 

Willi mercy evermore ! 
S The sun to hold Mis sovereignly by day, 

With mercy evermore ! 
9 The moon and stars by night to hold their sway, 

With mercy evermore ! 

4//1 Pay. 



10 Who smote th' Egyptians, that their first -born died, 

With mercy evermore ! 

11 And brought out Israel from their circling pride, 

With mercy evermore ! 

12 With hand of strength and arm extended wide, 

With mercy evermore ! 
hwfsgrzalnxsi in the expihis. 
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13 Who clave the Red Sea's depth with passage through, 

With mercy evermore ! 

14 And in the midst of it made Israel go, 

With mercy evermore I 

15 But Pharaoh and his force He drove below, 

With mercy evermore I 

16 Who led His peopte through the wilderness, 

With mercy evermore I 

17 Who smote great kings in manifold distress, 

With mercy evermore ! 

18 Yea ! kings He slew brilliant in mightiness, 

With mercy evermore t 

Gad's continued providential guidance of His people. 

19 When low we fell, He bore us still in mind, 

With mercy evermore I 

20 And snatch'd us from th' oppressor's hateful grind, 

With mercy evermore ! 

21 He giveth food to flesh of every kind, 

With mercy evermore I 

23 O thank the Godhead whom the Heavens adore, 
With mercy evermore I * 

Hi retnemhers that we are hut flesh, and though wefattfram the high call 0/ His 
lave, yet He dears with sis, as with all His creatures. He feeds us in nature that He 
may restore mj in grace. 



PSALM 137. 

LOOKING BACKWARD TO BONDAGE AND FORWARD TO 
VINDICATION 

Babel had wealthy culture and wide streams. Why did the 
exile weep ? Babel could be no home 1 How is it with us? Are we 
at home in the world, or do we long for the heavenly Jerusalem, 
like those devout Jews who could not accept the comforts of their 

•The Tour verses which are commonly printed between verses iS and 10 should he 
omitted. They are an evident interpolation, repeated from 1's. 135., and destroy the 
metrical character of this Psalm, which is arranged in triplets. Also, they develop 
unduly the remembrance of the Egyptian eiodtis, whereas this Psalm Icquiies rather >Q 
have (he Babylonian deliverance as the chief theme of praise. 
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lodging without pining for the promises of God which rested upon 
the sanctuary of their fathers? Nebuchadnezzar made artificial 
hills to solace his bride with hanging gardens for the loss of the 
high lands of Media. The Israelite had a deeper sorrow. Yet 
was his loss far less than our longing should be. He only knew 
the earthly Jerusalem. We have been called to taste the powers 
of the world to come in the household of God. Can anything of 
earth make up to us for the delay of Christ's appearing when we 
shall rejoice in the glory of 1 1 is Saints ? Woe be to us if we forget 
Jerusalem in our mirth ! 

We cannot simulate that life and that joy. If we are to 
experience it, we must be dead to all of earth. 

Edom represents the carnal heart, religious indeed, as sprung 
from Abraham, but profane as failing to appreciate the birthright. 
An avenger is coming, greater than Cyrus. The offspring of this 
world's pride must be dashed against the flinty rock of His Passion. 
All earthly hopes must be done away. We must escape from the 
bondage of the world, and hate the religion of the world, if we 
would sing the songs of Zion with freedom of heart, and fulness of 
beatific adoration. 



MESSIAH, THE EXI'ECTEI) AVENGER 

1 By Babel's streams we sal and wept, 
While Zion's charms our memory kept. 

2 Upon the willows growing there 
We hung our harps in sad despair. 

3 Captors, tormentors, then required 
The words of song by joy inspired : 
A Zion-song their pride desired. 

Detiveranct from Bal'yton a type of delkieranct fmm the world. Tke 
pects its to show the joy of Heaven in the mere superficial forms of earth. 
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4 How shall we sing the Lord's song right 
In soil which owns an alien's might ? 

5 Jerusalem, wert thou forgot, 

Let my right hand in numbness rot ! 

6 Yea ! to iny palate cleave my tongue, 
If false through such forgetful wrong ! 
To Salem's glory must belong 

The primal joy of all my song ! 

We must he living with Gsrf if we are to sing the sang which the Spirit of Gad 
teaches. N > must not let the world's deceits make us forgetful of the heavenly joy. 
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7 Remember, Lord, to Edom's race 
The day of Salem's sore disgrace I 
Hark, how they cry, Efface, Efface ! 
Pull down iier bulwarks to their base ! 

Edom, the carnal fwiahm. allied ioith the world a S ainst Christ. 

8 Daughter of Babe I, fated one ! 
Happy who pays what thou hast won — 
The deeds which limn to us hast done ! 

9 Happy who comes thy babes to drag, 
And dash them on th' impi tying crag 1 * 



PSALM 138. 

THE PERFECTING OF. OUR FAITH 

David's 

THK Psalter scems t0 reach a climax with the Halleluyah of the 
redeemed and the anticipation of the Great Avenger coming i„ 

SeTES" thG W " rkl H0WeVCr ' lherC is an wtave ° f afidl 
sans before we reach the final Homology, the Pentateuch or 
1 1 aueiuyans. 

This Psalm is a Magnificat, confessing the low estate of man and 
adormg tin, majesty of God's revelation and promise. All ih at 
God has done is far short of what He promises to do. What He 

promises He hfis us up to share His own Infinity. Satan bade 
man desire Cod's glory in an earthly way. God predestinated man 
to share His glory by heavenly power. The deliverance from 
Egypt was but initial. God's First-born must be Divinely mani- 
fested m His redeemed people David's throne was ni £ be 
limited to earth. It was to be eternal i„ the heavens. Th 
.eturnedexdes sang the song of their forefathers looking forward 
Much more gloriously most we sing, looking upward .through the 
opened Heaven, and watching for the final advent of the Kingdom 

x-^xzzzxx saws* s» -a 

(UkexU V* """'*'«"* ■*» refund his rule mnu h e .bin befe re hi™ 
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The glory of that throne is not a glory of exaltation to Divine 
equality hut to Divine unity. The Son of David, although as God 
He is co-equal with the Father, remains in His manhood to 
eternity inferior to the Father, and yet the two natures are bound 
together in one Person, living with the life of the indivisible 
Godhead. 1 1 is Humanity is the Temple of the Godhead. Man 
who was created lower than the angels, is to be made greater than 
they, for the Consubstantial Son of ( iod, whose image they only 
reflect, has taken upon Himself our nature, and quickened us with 
the fellowship of His Personal life, triumphing over the powers 
of sin and death. That life He gives to us. The work of re- 
demption will not fail. The true Peloved calls upon the Father 
to complete all in glory, as in His earthly struggle He was able to 
say, " I have completed the work which Thou gavest Me to do." 

REDEMPTION PERFECTED 

Glad thanks to Thee with all my heart I'll bring ! 
In sight of gods to Thee my psalm I'll sing ! 

2 Towards Thy holy Temple bending down, 

I'll thank Thy Name- Thy truth, Thy mercy own ! 
Surpassing all Thy Name, Thy promise niak'st Thou' known ! 

3 Thou in what day I call'd, didst answer give, 
Emboldening my stall with strength to live. 

4 Thanks, Lord, 1 to Thee by all earth's kings be paid, 
Who hear what promises Thy Mouth hath made. 

5 Yea, they shall sing in ways the Ford- ordain'd, 
With how great glory He, the Ford,- 1 hath reigned. 

The J^mine Werdgfoes effitaiy to the Triune Nn.ua in Itnly fiajrtfatr, The 7W"//,' 
the Divine Glory, 1 "he Name : the Incarnate Revelation. Th, promise: i$e siorifjr 
ing- Spirit, The promise of elm i ft cat um in Hod surpasses all that man tan know hy 
external revelation. 



6 The lofty Lord ' views lowly souls with love,: 
The proud far nIT He knows from Heav'n above. 

7 Thou giv'st me life, though sorrows round tne close : 
Thou send'st Thine Hand to quell mine angry foes : 
Yea ! Full salvatioo Thy Right Hand bestows ! 

8 The Lord 2 for me brings all things to full end : 

9 Thy mercy, Lord, - ' eternal shall e\1end : 

Cease not to perfect what Thine Hands have plann'd ! 

The Incantation. Ttte Passion. The Divine conquest of Satan. The Holy 
uhast dneiofis in the faith/u I the ivorh of Christ, The sanctijication of the Unity if 
Christ in Hi final completeness. 
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PSALM 139. 

THE OMNISCIENT, OMNIPRESENT COD 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David 

Speak to God along with Christ, We are created in God's 
image, and we come to know Him in proportion as we know how 
He knows us. Our knowledge of Him is but the faint reflection of 
His knowledge of us. He sees how we come short of Him, and we 
biow Him by learning how we come short or what we ought to be. 

God's Presence is as mysterious as His knowledge. His creative 
power formed us in our mother's womb, developing our organism 
in a manner beyond our apprehension. His thoughts are the 
operation of a Personal love. They are infinite in number, power 
and wisdom. My whole being must rest in that absorbing love! 
To love God is lo live. 

The evil one seeks to draw us away. We look for Christ to slay 
him. We have lo take the part of Christ against the seed of the 
serpent, the men of the world, who hate Christ, the Mediator 
because they hate God. The life of God is the very death of the 
world, whicji they love. We have to recognize them as being our 
enemies. There is a mortal feud between us and them. If we are 
friends with the world we become enemies to God : we forfeit the 
promise of the woman's Seed. 

So we pray to be led in the way everlasting, the way of perfect 
correspondence, entire submission, continuous development ac- 
cording to God's will, eternally to reciprocate His unfailing 'and 
sustaining love. 

THE REDEEMER CONTEMPLATING THE GLORY OF HIS 
PREDESTINATION 

Lord, Thou hast probed me : yea ! and Thou dost know ! 

2 Thou know'st when I sit down and when 1 rise : 
Thou my designs far off dost scrutinize. 

3 My movements-path or couch- Thy winnowings prove, 
Appraising all my ways with closest love. 

4 While yet no strain upon my tongue be found, 
Lo, Lord, Thy prescient ear knows all the sound. 

5 Thou presses! hard on me, boih rear and face ; 

Thou from high Heav'n on me Thine Hand dost place ! 

6 Wonderful knowledge I More than I can reach .' 
Exalted high, beyond all power of speech ! 
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7 Where shall I go to 'scape Thy Spirit's might? 
And whither from Thy Face direct my (light? 

8 If I should climb to Heav'n, I find Thee there : 
Or seek a bier in Sheol, lo ! still Thou'rt near. 

9 The wide-strctch'd wings of dawn were I to take— 
My dwelling in the hindmost sea to make— 

10 Ev'n there Thine Hand would train me lo Thy will, 
And Thy Right Hand would hold me firmly still. 

11 Said I, Let darkness tread me out of sight 
And light around me be as densest ni^hi ! 

iz With Thee the darkness pales, though dark before, 
Night learns like day the streaming light to pour,— 
Darkness and light distinguished now no more ! 

In our struggle with dark and hidden temfrtntians Cad sirs. Via ! in them Utt 
lia-fi hy giacc to bruise the head of tht dark fiend. 



13 My reins as Thy possession Thou dost claim : 
Thou in my mother's womb didst weave my frame. 

14 Fash ion 'd by Thee in wonder and in fear, 

I thank Thee ! Yea, Thy works most wondrous are I 
Right welt my soul acknowledges Thy care. 

15 My growing form was not con real 'd from Thee, 
While 1 was being wrought thus secretly, 

Th' embroider'd tissue of earth's mystery 1 

16 Thine eyes upon my shapeless mass did gaze, 
All written in Thy book's predeslin'd days ! 
Ere one yet was, Thy foresight all surveys ! 

The expression falsified in Cain isfmtnd true in Christ - " (iotten /rant the herd. ' 
The ttirarnntitw. The predestined members a/ the Body of Christ. 



17 Godhead, how dear to me are Thy designs t 
Their perfect sum with serried glory shines. 

18 I count them : — but (he sands reach not their tale ! 
I wake, and still Thy ceaseless Presence hail. 

19 Thou, Deity, the wicked one wilt slay ! 

Ye men of bloodshed, turn from me away ! 

20 Whoever speak of Thee wilh subtle schemes, 

And lake Thy Name in vain with hostile dreams, — 

21 Their hate low'rds Thee with hatred I repay ! 
O Loul, I loathe whoe'er reject Thy sway 1 
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22 I feel intensest hate tow'rds them arise : 

They stand as marshall'd foes before mine eyes ! 

The consummated bliss of final resurrection. The multitude which tut mane an 
number. The wrath of the lamb. He comes to exercise the judgement of Divine 
Love, not to accomplish human pity but Divine judgement. 

23 O Godhead, probe me ! Know my heart aright ! 
Assay me t My distractions bring to light ! 

24 See if some troublous power perverts my way, 
And lead me in the way of life for aye ! 



PSALM 140. 

THE SEED OF THE SERPENT 

To the Precentor. A Psalm of David 

Consider that evil is round about thee in the world, but without 
evil within thee no man can hurt thee. 

The seed of the serpent are against thee, seeking to wound thee 
with violence and poisonous words. The music expresses these 
angry passions. 

The wicked one inspires them with craft so as to lure thee out of 
the right way and thrust thee down in evil. The music expresses 
the fascination of deceit. 

The Triune Jehovah is thy God, hearing thy prayer, and 
strengthening thee with His Holy Spirit so as to profit by the 
salvation which Jesus has obtained. The Lord will shelter thee 
and drive the enemy away. The music expresses the confidence 
of this refuge. 

The devil will eventually be cast into the take of fire, with all his 
followers. God will maintain the struggle of His Incarnate Son 
and the judgement of the poor whom He delivers. Thou must 
commit thyself to Him. 

The strife which the Son of God carried on in the weakness of 
our flesh must be perpetuated in His people, but the judgement of 
the Great Day shall show whether we are worthy to be accepted 
as His people. We must be one with Him in His struggle or else 
be cast off amongst the seed of the serpent. The real work of our 
redemption is the victory in ourselves, which must be accomplished 
by our sharing in Christ's probation. 
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THE REDEEMER'S APPEAL 

Lord, set me free from wrongful man of clay : 

guard me from the cruel tyrant's sway ! 
How in their heart they think of wrongs to do, 

1 n bands each day prepared for wars anew ! 
Their tongue they sharpen like the viper's sting : 
The asp's foul poison 'neath their lips they bring. 

Deliverance from the seed of the serpent and their pic feme. 
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5 Lord, keep me from the hands of wicked pride, 
The cruel tyrant's sway t Guard me and guide 1 
They think their thrusts shall make my footsteps slide. 

6 Their snares and cords for me the proud have hid : 
Upon the highway-side their net they spread : 

They place their traps for me where'er I tread. Sclah. 

Protection from the power of the wicked one and the crafty devices of his agents. 



7 Thou art my Godhead, said I to the Lord : 

Lord,' hear the prayer for grace my lips have pmirM : 

8 Thou, Lord, 3 my Master, saving strength art found, 
Fencing my head when weapons fly around. 

9 Lord, a give not what the wicked longs to gain ! 

Speed not his schemings ! See their boastings vain ! Sehih. 

10 Upon the head of them that compass me, 
As covering let their lips' own mischief be 1 

1 1 Bid rushing showers of coals on them come down ! 
Plunge them in fiery doom, Thy wrath to own ! 

Let them not rise ! Nay, let the flame-flood drown ! 

The Divine security of Christ, the Head of the Body. The ungodly cast into the 
fire, which their own wickedness has kindled. 

12 Let not vile tongues claim firmset wealth as due ! 
The cruel man let hurrying wrong pursue ! 

13 The Lord will see th 1 afflicted one set right, 
And all the poor with judgements will requile : 

14 The righteous to Thy Name give thanks most meet ; 
Th' upright shall in Thy Presence take their seat. 

Final glory of Christ and His people. Last mention of the poor. The riches oj 
glory are now their /Portion. The righteous received to the fie/iti/ic vision. 
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PSALM 141. 

THE PATIENT TRAVER OF FAITH 

,•/ Psalm of David 

The merits of Christ are the incense which must make thy 
prayer acceptable. The evening sacrifice was the principal one 
among the Jews typifying the Cross, as our morning oblation 
perpetuates the power of the Resurrection. 

Our prayer must be such that the outstretched Hands upon the 
Cross may plead it for us. They reach out after the glory of 
Heaven. Our heart must have no longing in prayer for the 
mammon of unrighteousness. We pray as those who have been 
redeemed from earth's vile sweetnesses. 

It is by sharing in the sufferings of Christ that we really gain the 
unction of Christ, our Head. The true honey is out of the carcass : 
the oil out of the flinty rock of death. They belong to the life 
beyond death. We cannot refuse to suffer and to die, since Jesus 
has obtained for us eternal life. 

The ungodly perisii in death. The bones of the righteous are 
as the seed of a new harvest. Death is the pit wherein the 
ungodly perish, but we cross over safely with Jesus as our 
Redeemer. We are the true Hebrews : through death we cross to 
the land of eternal life. 

THE REDEMPTIVE SACRIFICE 

O Lord, I cry to Thee I Haste Thou to me ! 
Hear Thou my voice when crying unto Thee ! 

2 Fixt be my prayer, like incense in Thy sight, 
My outstretch'd hands like altar-meal at night : 

3 Set Thou a watch before my mouth, O Lord I 
Door of my life — yea I be Thou there to guard ! 

4 Stretch not my heart to any word of wrong, 
In practices of wickedness, among 

Those villain-workers, though as men so strong 1 
Nor let me eat what sweets to such belong ! 

Christ' 1 merits give fra grance to our prayer. The reference is not to the altar ef 
incense, out to that which was /at,/ upon the meat offering morning and evening. 
The evening sacrifice of the Cross. The morning oblation of the Christian Church 
appropriates the flower oj the Resurrertian with the merits of the Passion. 
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5 The Righteous well may smite ! 'Tis mercy's wound ! 
Such true head -oil upon my head he found 1 

Midst all their wrongs my prayer shall still resound ! 

Christ is the Righteous Judge smiting us for chastisement, and Himself smitten 
for our offences. Christ is the Head. This verse, however, is very obscure. 

6 Hurl'd on the crag, just doom their judges meet: 
So will they hear my words, for they are sweet. 

7 As when one ploughs and cleaves the earth, e'en so 
Our strewn bones lie in mouth of Sheol below, 

8 For, Master, Lord, on Thee mine eyes I stay : 
My Refuge Thou ! Pour not my soul away ! 

9 Keep me from being trapp'd in this their snare, 
The traps these villain-workers would prepare 1 

10 Each in his meshes, let the wicked fall, 
While t pass over, all unhurt withal ! 

The doom of the. evil Judges. Christ is Himself the crag, the stone upon -which 
they fall. The hones of the righteous are tike seed in the furrtniys. The? will spring 
up to life in the rcswrectign. Christ passing over the Jordan of Death tj the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 



PSALM 142. 

THE. PRAYER OF THE PRISON-HOUSE 

Mtukil of Jlapid. When he 71/31 in the Cave. A Prayer 

Thk burial follows after the bruising upon the Cross. As Elisha 
passed over Jordan when Elijah was taken up, so must we cross the 
river of death. We have been buried with Jesus in the baptismal 
cave. The eye of God sees us in our hidcienncss. We have to 
pass on, each of us, alone. But truly Jesus is with us still. He is 
not taken from our head. We two go on together. He is our 
Head. 

As the Father was with Him in His solitude, so is He with vis in 
ours. Why should we need human love. The love of Jesus is an 
unfailing portion, lie stands by us to help us in every time of 
need. Me is our portion, not merely for daily sustenance, but in the 
land of the living. He will bring us out of this prison-house, and 
as the angel led 1'eter, so will He bring us to the street of 
Jerusalem, but lie will not leave us as the angel disappeared. 
Here He leads us and yet we see Him not. When He shall bring 
us out of the cave into the glory of the Heavenly City, He will 
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show Himself to us, and then all sense of solitude shall pass away 
AN alone, so Heaven hmh willed we die." Our eternal life shall 

be m the glory of the Communion of Saints, and je u si t mfd 

of them is the joy and life of all. 
" do well unto Thy servant that I may live !*' 

THE ELECT HUMANITY ENTERING THE GRAVE 
LOOKS FOR DELIVERANCE 

2 Loud will I make my wail unto the Lord - 
Loud to the Lord my prayer for grace be pnuHd! 

3 Before Him will I pour my mindful thought ■ 
Before Him shall my sorrow's tale he brought. 

4 What though my fainting spirit weighs me down 
Yet still to Thee my track is wholly known. 
Thou know'st how, in the path where I am gone, 
They hide their snares for me to stumble on. 



5 Regard upon the right hand ! Lift your eye I 
No glance of kind observance have I ttigfe, 
Nay, no asylum whither I may fly 1 
None sues my soul with sheltering sympathy. 

The solitude of Canary. 

6 O Lord, to Thee I make my suppliant wail : 
Thy tender love, my refuge sure, 1 hail : 

My portion Thou, where life shall never fail I 

7 List that my ringing cry may reach Thine ear | 
How lost in utter weakness I appear ! 
Deliver me from my pursuers' fear, 

For they have strength beyond what I can bear. 

The utter weakness of the manhood as lie !,„„, ,t. „ m < ■„ ■ 
separation of so,,/, tudtodj. in de„th, "^ «W/m f to the 
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8 O bring my soul from this fast-closed distress, 
That to Thy Name I may due thanks express ! 
The righteous share my crown, since Thou dost bless, 
Still dealing with me in Thy faithfulness. 

He got* forth in Divine power from the prison-house of this mot tat estate, looking 
to t renin t lis people with the glory wherein His own manhood shall be glorified in the 
Resurrection life. 

PSALM 143. 
LONGING FOR LIFE AND LIBERTY 

Penitential VII 

A Psalm of David 

God's faithfulness is the expression of His righteousness. His 
righteousness is the source of all His loving kindness. He is Love. 
His love comes forth in His actions towards us. His Word ex- 
presses that love. His changeless Wind makes His faithfulness 
known to us. He bears witness to us concerning God and con- 
cerning our sins. His perfect Humanity shows us how guilty we 
are. To the work) we must prove ourselves innocent if we would 
escape punishment. To God we must confess ourselves to be 
guilty if we would attain to glory. 

The enemy pursues us as his prey, but we stretch out our hands 
in union with Jesus crucified, and look for Him to show His loving 
Face in the morning, raising us to new life by His redeeming 
power. Buried with Christ in baptism, we need not fear the pit of 
death. His voice guides. His glory hides. His Spiiii leads. 
His Name quickens with Divine power. His righteousness claims 
oar justification as Its reward, lie look upon Himself our nature, 
that as God's Servant He might destroy the enemy. He lakes us into 
His service by a covenant of mercy, that we who were the servants 
of Satan may be lifted up into the adoption of children unto God. 

This Penitential I'salm prepares for the outburst of glory in the 
jubilant Septuor whirh follows. The likeness of sinful flesh wherein 
Christ dies is transformed into the glorious manifestation of Divine 
Life wliereunlo He ascends. 



FINAL PRAYER ERE THE REDEEMER ENTERS HADES 

Lord,' hear my prayer ! Hark, while for grace 1 cry ! 
Now in Thy Iruth, Thy righteousness, reply ! 
2 Come to Thy servant not in judgement's right, 
For none that lives, were righteous in Thy sight. 
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3 How hath the foe my weary soul pursued, 
Crushing my life to earth, far off from good, 
Where darknesses detain death's age-long multitude. 

Satan crushes the human soul of J 'esus to the earth like a child tf death, but he 
cannot tait away I Hi life. The Soul of Jesus, when sepa rated from /lis Body, mould 
he tht Light of that Darkness and the Conqueror of the foe. 

4 Oh ! how my fainting spirit weighs me down ! 
My inmost heart what wasting troubles drown ! 

5 I call to mind (he days that were of yore ; 
I meditate all that Thou didst before : 

That which Thy Hands have wrought, my thoughts explore. 

6 I spread my hands lo Thee, while 1 complain : 

So thirsts my soul for Thee as soil for rain. Se/n/t. 

The outstretched Hands upon the Cross. 

7 Haste ! Answer, Lord ! a Yea, my spent spirit see ! 
Secrete not Thou Thy loving Face from me. 

Like doom'd ones of the pit I then should be 1 

8 Make mc at morn Thy mercy's voice to hear, 
For unto Thee with trust do I draw near. 
The way to tread Thou surely wilt make clear, 
For still to Thee I lift my soul in prayer. 

9 Deliver me, O Lord, 3 from these my foes : 
I come to Thee to hide me with my woes. 

10 Teach me to do Thy pleasure, for I plead 

With Thee, my God ! Let Thy good Spirit lead, 
In level lawns of righteousness to feed. 

The spirit is that element of the spiritual nature in which the Holy Ghost dwells, 
so (hat it is the life of the Soul. The full power of our Lords Spirit to remain true 
to the Divine nature was tested in the Passion. The Hesur-rectiim morning. The lift 
hidden in Gsd so that even the angelic hierarchies cannot attain to the sight. 

n Lord, for Thy Name's sake, give my life relief I 
In righteousness lead forth my soul from grief! 

12 Yea, in Thy mercy overwhelm my foes ! 

Yea, make them perish— all the ranks of those 

My soul's sore troublers ! Heal Thy servant's woes I 

The soul of Christ goes forth triumphant in the pmver of the Divine Name, which 
is the principle of the Righteousness belonging to Him. 
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PSALM 144. 

THE NEW SUNG OF THE BELOVED 

Davitfx 

This is the culminating Psalni in correspondence with Ps. J2. 
It develops into a sevenfold Doxology. 

The Lord is the Rock. From the vantage ground of fellowship 
with Him we can subdue all our enemies. Man is nothingness, 
but lie was created and renewed by God's power lo accomplish 
God's glory. 

This Psalm and Ps. 103. are the only Psalms of Book V. in which 
God is addressed as FJohim. The Covenant God is called to show 
forth His essential power as Creator. They are the initial and 
final appeal of the covenant people to Him who reigns as 
Sovereign over the universe. 

God's Champion has done His work as Man, conquering Satan. 
He calls for the fatness of Divine manifestation to carry llim 
away from the battlefield, and destroy the enemies who have so 
vainly sought His hurl. 

We, as we say this Psalm, must ascend in heart and mind to th* 
heavenly glory with Him, 

The floods of death have not been able In overwhelm Him. 

The rewards of earthly glory cannot give llim satisfaction. 

So with ourselves. With llim we must share earlh's fight. 
With Mini we must spurn every earthly delight. The happiness 
wherein the Psalter cnlminates is the same which was set forth at 
the outset, life for God perfected in God, 



THE IIAH'INESS OE THE SON OF MAN IN HIS TRIUMPH 

Blest be the Lord, my Rock, 

'Tis He who trains my hands for war's alarms, 

He trains my lingers for th' assault of arms, 

2 My Mercy, Fortress, Tower, my Rescue meet, 
My Shield with whom my Refuge is complete, 
Trampling my people underneath my feet. 

3 Lord, what is man ?— Yet him Thou deign'st to know ! 
To frail man's son such loving thought dost show I 

VOL. II. 2 L 
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4 Man's clay is like a cloud's vacuity : 

His days are as a shadow that goes by. 

Thii Psalm recalls Ps. 18. ijth and final occurrence in Psalter of the word 
Blessed. The Hands nailed on the Cross, The fingers fulfilling the tenfold low of 
moral duty. He learned obedience by suffering- The Hands which suffered on earth 
shall bind the strong man in the pit of doom. Christ's Manhood, fn itself it is but 
created nothingness, but God has treated it with the predestination of Divine Love to 
be attained by suffering; and the Hypostatic union makes it imperishable. 

5 O Lord, come down, with heavens around Thee bovv'd, 
Wrapping the stricken hills with smoky shroud ! 

6 Flash forth Thy lightning ! Scatter them away ! 
Send out Thy shafts I Discomfit their array ! 

7 Send down Thine Hands now from Thine altitude ! 
Tear me, deliver me, from the vast flood 

Of waters, — this tumultuous alien brood, 

8 Whose foaming mouth still speaks with vanity, 
And their right hand from lies is never free. 

God's Presence must he revealed in poiver now that the victory is won. Heaven and 
earth must experience the convulsion of this deliverance front water floods of spiritual 
enemies and the enmity of the Jewish rebels. The world power is " the tit." ft 
teems to be strong, whereas it is mere nothingness. 
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New song to Thee, O Cod, 1 now will raise, — 
With ten-string'd psaltery sing the psalm of praise. 
Thou giv'st to kings salvation, tearest hence 
Thy loved one from the sword of violence. 
Tear me, lest 1 the aliens' prize should be, 
Whose foaming mouth still speaks with vanity, 
While their right hand from lies is never free. 



This neiv song tells of the Humanity perfected in freedom from Satan's grasp. 
Thy * loved one^ David * The watery floods are nosn potoerless ; but Antichrist remains 
to be subdued. Altare aliens who do not belong to the Kingdom of the Truth, 
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With sons as tall young plants, maturely grown, 

Maidens like wreaths that grace palatial stone ; 

Our garners full to yield of every store : 

Flocks in our fields with myriad births made more : 

Our cattle strong their wealthy loads to bear : 

No breach and no captivity to fear ; 

In our broad streets no clamour of despair. 



ft is doubtful whether this stanza expresses the false boast of worldly prosperity 
or Ike happy condition proper to Cods people. The earthly lie t The heavenly truth I 
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Happy the folk that in such sort have trod — 
Happy the folk that own the Lord as God I 
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Tht servant af God (/'j. 14$, 12) finds his true deliverance. The uwtd has its. 
momentary jay t hut the jay &/ the famine vtivenant isfvr evtn The I'saUc hrgws 
xvith the haziness of living fur Cod upfln earthy and ends here with the happiness &f 
fating in Gfld, and partaking of /J is gfery. This is deztett?ped in the I'mlms* the 
perfect Alphabet and the Pentateuch vf itaiieiuyahs which f^tltrw. 



I'SALM 145. 
THE EXPERIENCE OF THE SAINTS 

ALrHARETICAI. XV. 

The Praist Psalm of David 

The praise of God is the food of the soul. The soul which feeds 
on the praise of God must have a life eternal as that food. To 
praise God is to live. To praise Him is not the accidental life of a 
moment, but the utterance of an eternal consciousness. The con- 
sciousness of the eternal must be eternal, as the object of that 
consciousness is. One moment of pure praise lilts up (he soul into 
eternal life. The days of earthly life pass away in quick succes- 
sion, but they live on for ever in the eternity of the Divine Name, 
if they are quickened thereby. Every moment of the thtee-and- 
thirty years of Christ's life lives on with its own infinity of merit 
in the glorified Body of Christ. "The Lord is our God," So the 
last Psalm ended with blessing. The eternal was contrasted with 
the transitory. If the Lord is our God, He who is not the Cod of 
the dead but of the living will not suffer us to die. The life is 
eternal as the relationship. The praise must be eternal as the life. 
He cannot cast us aside. We must not turn back from Him unto 
perdition. We must press onward so as to grow in the experience 
of His Divine Love and Power. The glory of the Trinity is un- 
searchable. We must contemplate God's glory, His goodness, His 
grace, His compassion flowing from the High Priesthood of His 
Incarnate Son. His Kingdom is eternal. His creatures carry on 
throughout eternity the blessing and the praise which the Psalmist 
has gathered together in the Praise-Song of the experience of the 
Beloved. 
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THE COMPREHENSIVE ALPHABET OF PRAISE 

1 (k) I will extol Thee, O my God, the King, 

And to Thy Name" eternal blessings bring. 

2 (3) Yea, clay by day, I'll bless Thee evermore, 

And to Thy Name,'' eternal praises pour, 

3 (]) Great is the Lord 1 ! His praise we still must tell : 

His greatness all man's probing must excel. 

4 (l) Each age Thy works with loud applause shall own, 

And Thy great might so manifold make known. 

5 (n) The glorious brightness of Thy majesty— 

I'll muse thereon ! Thy words work wondrously 1 

6 (1) Thine awful prowess shall by man be told : 

My tongue recount Thy greatness manifold. 

7 (f) Mindful of Thy great goodness pour they praise : 

With ringing shouts Thy righteous rule they raise. 

This Psalm gives the title to the Psalter, " Praise* Psalms" ** Dny fry day " speaks 
of the Incarnation: "Eternal" of the Godhead. The resurrection manifests the 
Divine Sonship which no experience of earth could sftoto. The triumph of the Crass. 
His words are the foundation of all created things. Human weakness shows the in- 
herent Divine strength. 

8 (fl) Gracious, compassionate, the Lord 2 abides ; 

His anger halts ! Great mercy He provides. 

9 (D) The Lord J unlimitedly good to all I 

On all His works His sweet compassions fall, 
10 (>) Yea, all Thy works, O Lord, 1 give thanks to Thee : 

Yea, Thee Thy saints shall bless continuously, 
n (3) The glory of Thy Kingdom they make known, 

And in their words Thy sovereign might they own, — 
1 2 (?) To show to sons of men His mighty sway, 

His Kingdom's glorious majesty display — 
■3 (o) That Kingdom Thine to all eternities, 

Thy rule unchanged while generations rise. 

Gods ltn*ing kindness shown hy our regeneration, *' The Lord" tetts of the God- 
head: " The sweet compassion" of the manhood. The completeness of God's works. 
His works as teen here lead up to the manifestation of power which is in store. 
The glory of the resurrection. Proration completed in the Divine acceptance pf 
eternity. 

14 (d) The Lord' J upholdeth all that are o'erthrown, 

And gives good cheer to all that are bent down. 

'5 (V) The eyes of all to Thee intently gaze: 

'Tis Thou who giv'st them food as suits their days. 
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16 (c) Thine open'd Hand will ample store. impart, 
Sating with pleasure every living heart. 

1? (*) Righteous the Lord 3 in all His ways is found, 

And all His works with saintly truth are crnwn'd. 

>8 (p) To all who call on Him the Lord 1 is nigh— 
To all who call upon Him truthfully. 

19 (l) He works to please all those who own His fear ; 

He hears th' appeal, and brings salvation near. 

20 (tv)The Lord- preserves all those by love made blest : 

Hut on the wicked shall destruction rest. 

21 (ri) My mouth shall speak the Lord's 3 surpassing praise 

And to His Holy Name' all flesh shall raise 
Blessings for evermore through endless days. 

N.R— The acrostic " JVnu " it omitted. 
The uvrd" Lord" occurs in this Psalm nine times. 



TSALM 146. 

1 1 Ar PI NESS IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF MESSIAH 

Hai.U'.i.uyah XI 

tN the seven Psalms which constitute otic continuous Doxology 
for the closing of I he Psalter, the name Jehovah occurs thirty-three 
limes, a number significant of the Incarnation. In this Psalm we 
have many acts attributed to Jehovah which actually formed a part 
of Christ's earthly ministry. 

Jesus, the Son of Man, who acts in flic power of the Eternal Sonship, 
is contrasted with the princely sons of men, in whom is no saving 
power. Their spirit leaves them. They return to the earth. He 
is the Lord from Heaven, and commits His Spirit into the Father's 
Hands, and when He leaves the world, He goes to the Father. 

The God of Jacob is He, by whom all things were made. Grace 
and truth are come by Him. All judgement is committed to Him 
because He is the Son of Man. lie feeds us with the Bread of 
Heaven, as when on earth He fed the multitude. He relieves us 
from Satan's bondage as He did the woman bound by infirmity. 
He gave light to the blind and opens our understanding to know 
the truth. He raises up those that are bent down under Satan's 
tyranny, lie loves the righteous and welcomes even the stranger, 
as He did the Canaanitish woman. He lifts up to the heavenly 
home those who knew themselves to be strangers upon earth. 
He upholds the widow and the fatherless, as He raised (he 
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widow's son from death. His Kingdom shall have no end, " Jesus 
Christ, the same, yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

THE GLORIOUS COVENANT OF GOD, 
THE REDEEMER-KING 

1 HalleluvaH ! 

Give praise, my soul, in homage to the Lord ! ■ 

2 O Lord, 2 I'll give Thee praise while yet I live : 
Still while I'm here, Psalms to my God I'll give. 

3 Put not your trust in human dynasties ! 
The child of clay I No saving power is his ! 

4 Forth goes his breath ! He turns to soil anew ! 
In that day all his projects perish too. 

(Last mention of earth as clay (Adamah),) it is the ground -which was cut tea" 
ami lifeless, so that man must till it with tail and return to it when he dies. There 
will be a new earth. The living organism, which God originally created, wilt recover 
from its chaos and sterility. If is truth, eternal, is contrasted with His creatures. 
That truth is noiv triumphant* (Last occurrence of the word.) 

5 Happy, with help from Jacob's Godhead sent, 
Who on the. Lord 3 his God can gaze intent : — 

6 Who made high Heav'n, earth's realms both near and far, 
The sea, and all the things that in them are. 

Eternal is the truth, He keeps with care. 

7 He makes sound judgement sure for the oppress'd — 
Gives bread to those by hunger sore distress'd : 
The Lord 1 sets those at large whom bonds molest. 

The Prince of this world is judged. Man s perishing nature is fed with the Bread 
of eternal life. The bond slaves o/Sa tan are set free. 

8 The Lord 2 gives sight to those whose eyes are gone : 
The Lord a gives cheer to such as are bent down : 
The Lord 1 in love makes righteous souls His own. 

9 The Lord 8 to guests an ample welcome gives : 
The orphan and the widow He relieves : 

The way of wicked wanderers He upheaves, 
to The Lord ■ to all eternity is King, 

Zion, thy God, while generations spring. 
Haixei.uyah ! 

Adam when fallen could no longer see God. Sow the Divine sight is restored. 
Now man that was bent down to earth is cheered by elevation to his original catting. 
He is to live in God's love. (This is the last octun-ence of the ward '* love.") The 
welcome of God calling the righteous to His eternal lave is the consummation tifallin 
Truth. Thoie who arc strangers upon earth, feeling themselves to be His guests, find 
His full welcome. I' he original husband and father was lost ly sin, A'ow God takes 
widowed and orphaned humanity to Himself. The word ' p Lord" nine times. 
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THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM 

Halleluyah XII 

The Lord is to be praised, Messiah builds the New Jerusalem in 
the heavens, gathering His people from their dispersion, round the 
throne promised in Ps. 2. He heals and does not despise the 
broken heart. The material heavens are a sort of scaffolding, for 
the purpose of the spiritual kingdom. Probably, in the final 
glorification, the stars will in some way be subject to man as 
God's representative. We cannot now know what interest those 
heavenly bodies may lake in man's world, but all were created 
for Christ. So the smallest phenomena of earth have eternal 
issues to be developed. Man must learn in meekness to take his 
part in glorifying Christ. 

The clouds, the sky, the rain, the grass arc given for the needs 
of brute creatures. Cod has not need of brute strength. He 
sustains it. 

(Sod gives His saints heavenly food, and He gives them intelli- 
gence, that they may live in His love. 

He subjects the material globe to wintry hardness and wakes 
up annually the life which seemed to have gone. 

He has a better resurrect ion for His people. His Word gives 
them eternal life amidst the deadness wherein for a while they 
abide. These gifts of revelation are not given to man as man, but 
by the power of the Holy Ghost they are given to Jerusalem, tile 
Heir of the heavenly covenant. 

THE GLORY OF JERUSALEM ON HIGH 
HALLEMJVAH. 

'Tis good unto our God the Psalm to raise : 
Surely a seemly sweetness breathes in praise. 
3 See how the Lord builds up Jerusalem, 

Assembling Israel ;- though man thrust at them I 

3 The broken-hearted He alone can heal, 

And bind their wounds that they new life may feel. 

The assembling of Israel in the rebuilding of Jerusalem, a type of the reunion 
when the heavenly Jerusalem shall be finally built np. Israels outcasts thrust dawn 
by man's oppression, and also by the angel of God scattering them (f's. 3S .) /Vow they 
are to be restored in the New Je*ttsalem. 

4 He counts the number of the stars of heaven : 
To each by Him a separate name is given. 
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5 Great is our Master, vigorously vast ! 
Figures to sum His wisdom will not last ! 

6 The Lord will make the meek unharm'd abide, 
Levelling to earth the wicked sons of pride. 

7 With thanksgiving make answer to the Lord ! 
Psalms to our Cod upon the harp be pour'd ! 

8 He darkens with thick clouds the spacious sky : 
He stores for earth the gladd'ning rain's supply : 
He clothes with springing grass the hills on high, 

9 Sating the beasts with necessary food, 
The screaming hunger of the raven's brood. 

io Not His delight the horses' might can make : 
In marching hosts no pleasure can I le take. 

1 1 The Lord's good pleasure rests on rev'rent fear, 
On those who wait for mercy to appear. 

Tie return of Israel mas not effected by their oum military power, but by Cud's 
goodness. God will restart His Church from the /invest litpiks. 

12 Jerusalem ! Do thou the Lord applaud 1 
Zion 1 do thou with homage praise thy God 1 

13 The bars which guard Thy gates, He hath made strong, 
And blest the sons which to thy home belong. 

14 He gives to all thy borders joyous peace, 
Fatness of wheat to make thine hunger cease. 

IS't must wail far Him. 

15 Throughout the earth His promised truth He sends. 
And with full speed His mighty Word extends. 

16 He gives the mantling snow like woollen wear, 
Strowing the frost, like ashes, far and near. 

17 In countless hits He hurls the icy shower: 
What frame can stand before His freezing power ! 

18 He sends His Word : the loosen'd rivers go : 
Soon as His Spirit breathes, the waters (low. 

19 But He to Jacob hath declared His Word : 
Yea! His decrees, His judgements, Israel heard. 

20 Thus to no Gentile nation hath He done r 
These His unerring judgements ne'er have known. 

HAIXFXUYAt! ! 

Tkc power of Gad manifested in Creation would fail ta speak to the heart if litre 
were not tht rev flatten of tie Covenant Gad. 
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THE UNIVERSAL ArPFAL 

Haixeluyah XIII 

CALL upon all creation to praise God : and yet in doing so look 
forward. Creation shall praise God truly, when the New Song 
bursts forth from the lips of the redeemed. And yet even now 
Creation in its dumbness is in some way praising God, carrying 
out God's will for purposes which they know not. They cry out to 
God for food. The ass rebukes the madness of Balaam. The 
lions punish the disobedient prophet and avenge Daniel upon his 
persecutors. The ravens bring food to Elijah. The wild creatures 
praise God by manifesting His controlling power. We see 
monstrosities of rebellion which are nevertheless held in check. 

From all the universe there rises up a homage of necessity. 
Dragons in unseen depths seem to lead the way. Earth's move- 
ments are like a grand overture, a rolling wail of bass instruments, 
while fire and whirlwind mark the progress with blasts which seem 
to be all wildness and yet are ruled by a resistless law. 

Man has been created with the diversities of sex and age and 
station. He has powers within himself, but feels himself a 
prisoner incapable of putting forth his energies. And yet he lias 
a will, a longing for somewhat yet in store, 

God has created man for a higher destiny, to praise Him in the 
Covenant of I lis Word and the power of the Holy Ghost. God 
will exalt the horn of His people, that they may indeed be as their 
forefather Israel, a Prince with God, a people drawing nigh unto 
Him in the intimacy of undivided love. 

THE UTTERANCE, OF PRAISE FROM HEAVEN AND EARTH 

1 Haixeuiyah. 

Praise ye the Lord from ail the ranks of Heaven ! 

Praise Him, ye powers, to whom those heights are given t 

2 Praise Him, all ye upon II is errands sent ! 
Praise I Mm, all ye 1 1 is glorious armament ! 

3 Praise Him ye sun and moon, by day and night ! 
Praise Him, all ye the glittering stars of night ! 

4 Praise Him, ye heavens of heavens, expanding wide, 
And waters pour'd o'er heavens in mystic tide. 

Seivnfoid pra isefrom Ilea vtn. 
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5 let them praise the Lord's all-glorious Name : I 
For He commanded, and creation came. 

6 He bade them stand eternally for aye I 

He gave decree which ne'er shall pass away. 

The Heavenly Host staltished in the truth so as never tsfa.il. 

7 Praise ye the Lord, from earth's dark sphere below, 
Dragons and all the depths where oceans (low ! 

8 Ye fire and hail, deep snow and vapoury wreath, 

And Thou that work'st His Word, Ihe whirlwind's breath ! 

9 Ye mountains and all heights that lowering rise, 
Ye trees of fruit and cedrine majesties 1 

io Ye roaming beasts and all ye cattle droves ! 

Ye reptile swarms and each winged bird that moves ! 
ii Kings of the earth and populations all, 

Princes, and fudges, holding earth in thrall ! 
12 Young men and maidens too, a joyful sight : 

Old men with children-throngs in pure delight ! 

<""#rj*«S* ***& be manifested as trssly fy th, fallen world as fy tie heavenly 
power. The development *f Cod by 'he Divine power of the Word ^oes on to the eon- 
l/S S/ , h , W, "' d !ncanatf - $*®>g*thn is then perfected by the regeneration 

of the elect, who are taien up into the Name of Hod In be partakers of Hh holiness. ■ 

>3 O Jet them praise the Lord's all-glorious Name 2 

Whose Name 8 alone can exaltation claim :— 

O'er earth and Heaven His brightness still the same I 
14 He for His people lifts a horn on high, 

A praise for all His saints continually,— 

For Israel's sons, His people that come nigh ! 

Hallei.uyah! 

God is all and in all. 



PSALM 149. 

SUMMONS TO THE HEAVENLY PRAISE 

Hat.leluyah XIV 

Now is the special song of the redeemed I Creation leads up 
to it, and yet none but the saints can utter it. Prepare thyself to 
take thy part. 

The praise of God is no small matter. In everything must thou 
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praise Him. So shalt thou learn to take thy part in that great day 
of praise. The voice, the mind, the heart, the whole being, must 
be attuned by the Spirit of Divine Love. Thy life is given thee on 
earth, that thou mayest be thus attuned to the Eternal Song which 
demands the utterance of the whole nature, perfected in the holiness 
of Divine Inspiration. 

Remember that all thy natural gifts are valueless except so far 
as they can be trained for this final utterance. Every thought 
must be brought into subjection to the service of Christ, Take 
care lest what now seems brilliant in thine ears he really jarring 
against the harmonies of that perfect sanctity. Give thyself to the 
discipline of grace, that by penitence thou mayest be delivered from 
the disharmony which Adam's fall has occasioned within thee. (.) 
sad disharmony, so sadly aggravated by so much wilfulness of 
thine own ! 

Jesus will form thee by His grace to take thy part with the saints 
in the New Song, but thou must accept it as the one purpose of thy 
life, to gain the necessary fitness. They who sing this song shall 
reign whh Christ. So must thou pray, Thy Kingdom come ! 

THE NEW SONO OF THE REDEEMED 

t IlAI.J.ELUYAtl 

Now sing ye to the Lord with a new song, — 
His praise where saints unite in festive throng ! 

2 Let Israel's joy His Maker's glory sing, 
And Zion's sous exult to praise their King ! 

3 Let them His Name in dance with homage praise — 
To Him their psalms with harp and timbrel raise ! 

4 The Lord thus pleased His people's love to seek 
Shall with salvation beautify the meek. 

" Maker'* is here a plittat form. 7he Piz'inc ptnfer and life is one, t>ui here ttntf 
flower is considered in the threefold personal relationship Creator, Redefine* , 
isanctifitr. The joy of Israel could not be without the rectsrnitien of the threefold 
*e/ationship, "tnherehy God perfects the saints in I lis likeness. 

5 Let saints exclaim with glory freshly fired, 
With ringing shouts upon their beds inspired ! 

6 Their throat lifts up the praise of Godhead high,— 
Their hand the two-edged sword of ministry, — 

7 To make due vengeance on the Gentiles' might,— 
Their angry masses wilh dismay to smite : — 
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8 To make their Kings accept the fetters' toils 
And bind their glorious chiefs with iron coils : — 

9 To work on them the judgement writ in Heaven ! 
Such majesty to all His saints be given ! 
Halleluyah I 

The two-edged blade of fire proceeding from ike mouth of Christ* The iron rod of 
Ps. a. shines out here at the close, skewing Christ to be the Head ef the Church. He 
came to fulfil the writing of predestination by suffering and by conouest. 
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THE CHOIRS OF HEAVEN 

Halleluyah XV 

Recite this Psalm wilh the consciousness that thou art summon- 
ing mighty powers to the utterance of Divine praise. Thou 
knowest them not, but here the pen of inspiration guides thee to 
appeal with adoring love for the glorious consummation of created 
jubilance to be revealed hereafter. 

Art thou ready to join with them promptly and in perfect tune 
when at the uplifting of the Cross, the sign of the Son of Man, all 
are to burst forth in one thrilling shout of worship? 

Great was the shout of Israel when the walls of Jericho fell down. 
Greater shall be the shout of song from the renewed Creation when 
the walls of the heavenly Zion are perfected in their lustre and 
stability to be the dwelling-place whence the Incarnate God will 
exercise manifest sovereignty over His universe for evermore. The 
universe will ring out in its tenfold organism, while the voice of the 
Redeemer vibrates through each and all with manifestations of 
glory such as till then never could be known. The redeemed will 
raise their Halleluyah in the power of the Triune Name, whereby 
they have been made partakers of the Divine Nature. So will they 
"praise Him in His Name Jah, and rejoice before Him." 

Lord Jesus, enable us so to sing Thy Psalms on earlh, that we 
may have our part in that New Song of the Redeemed in the day of 
eternity. 
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THE REDEEMER ENTHRONED AMIDST THE PRAISES OF 

HEAVEN 

i Halleluyah. 

O praise the Godhead in His Holy throne I 

Praise Him whose strength the firmament makes known ! 

2 Praise Him whose mighty acts the worlds confess ! 
Praise Him in greatness vast and numberless ! 

3 Praise Him with martial pomp of trumpets' blare! 
Praise Him where lute and harp the feast prepare ! 

4 Praise Him with timbrels tost in timely dance ! 
Praise Him with strings and pipe in resonance 1 

5 Praise Him with cymbals' clang far heard on high ! 
Praise Him with cymbal-shoutings of reply ! 

6 Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord 1 
Halleluyah I 
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BUCKLAND, D.D., F.R.S.. s clinic Dean of Westminster, Twice 

President of the Geological Society, and First President of the British 
Associalinn. By bis Daughter. Mrs. Gohdon. With Portraits and 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, tss. 

BURGON, Dean. 

A BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN WILLIAM BURGON, 

late Dean uf Chiclieslrr. Illustrated by II si tracts from his Letters ami 
Early Journals by Edwaru Mkvkick Goumhirn, D,D, t sometime Dean of 
Norwich- Portraits, 2 vols. Svo. ij\%. 

THE LIVES OF TWELVE GOOD MEN. 



Martin Joseph Routh, 
Hugh James Rose. 
Charles Marriott. 
Edward Hawkins. 
Samuel Wilber force. 
Richard Lynch Cotton. 



Richard Greswell. 
Henry Octavius Coxe. 
Henry Longueville Manse!. 
William Jacobson. 
Charles Page Eden, 
Charles Longuet Higgina. 



By Dean Borgon. With Portraits. Svo, i(u. 

DURNFOBD, Bishop. 

A MEMOIR OF RICHARD DURNFORD, D.D., 

late Fti^hop of Chichester, With Selections from his Correspondence. 
By the Very Rev, The Dean of Winchester. With Portraits and other 
Illustrations. Svo. 16s. 

"The booh may lie strongly recommended to all who would study that 
combination of the scholar, the clergyman, and the linglish gentleman which 
was 10 be found In perfaution in Distiop Diirnforrt, and may be called a product 
almost peculiar to tin: Church ol Lnglami."- ^imidard. 
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DYKES, John Bacchus. 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF THE REV JOHN 

BACCHUS DYKES, M.A, MUS. DOC, kite Vicar of St. Oswald's, 

Durham. Edited by ihe Rev. Joseph T. Fowler, Vice -Principal of JIalSeld 

Hall, Durham, &c. Second impression. Willi Portrait. Crown 8vo. 71. 6d. 

"Will not only he read with interest by the mupitude of those who have 

lover] his many hymn tunes, which haw become almost inseparable from 

certain popular hymns hut as a study of an earnest and devout Churchman 

11 nas a very considerable value. " — Times. 

"To say that millions every Sunday sing (he times of J. B. Dykes in to be 
heside the mark. 1 ' -nirmingham Gutetlc, ' 



GOODWIN, Bishop Harv ey. 



A BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF HARVEY 

GOODWIN, Bishop of Carlisle. By If. B. Rawhslky, Vicar of 
Crosthwaite, and Hon. Canon of Carlisle. With Portraits. Bve, 161. 

GOULBURN, Dean. 

A MEMOIR OF EDWARD MEYRICK GOULBURN, 

D.D„ late Dean of Norwich. By ihe Rev. Beromohk Coupton 
Prebendary of St. Paul's Cathedral. With Portrait, Crown 8vo. Jr. 
"A character of great beauty, wliieh reveals itself not only in Mr. Derdniore 
Cornpton a pages, but in tie uclighlful portrait prefixed to teem."— Lileralurt 

HEBER. Bishop. 

THE LIFE OF BISHOP HEBER, Poet and Chief 

Missionary 10 the East, Second Lord ilisbop of Calcutta 1783-1810 
By George Smith, C.I.E., LL.D. With Portrait, Maps, and illustrations! 
Large Crown 8vo. ioj. til, 

JOWETT, Benjamin. 

THE LIFE and LETTERS of BENJAMIN JOWETT, 

M.A., Master of Balliol Collage, OiTord, By Evklyh Abbott, M.A. 
LL.D., and Lbwis C*«rnELi., M.A., LL.D. With Portrait and other 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 8vo. 321. 

THE LETTERS OF BENJAMIN JOWETT, M.A., 

A Selection Supplementary to the above. Edited by Evelyn Abbott' 
M.A., and Professor I.kwis Campbell. With Portrait. 1 vol! 
Demy 8vo, 16s. 

.i,r T n heS ' ,bjeC r^ aJ]<1 R e " ons 'lea't with, the charm of the letters themselves, 
the glimpses of the un,o,ue personality of their wriler, are sufficient to pi else 
8m ln 'erest even the ouiar circle ; hut ihc full appreciation is f,.r those who 
w. catch in many a sentence, the echo of that ■ still small voice,' as Mr. Malloak 
called it. — Pall hlall Gastltt. 



